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As Principal, I find great satisfaction in acknowledging those students who have 
demonstrated personal grit and an insistence on high standards towards their 
studies.  At three assemblies in the Junior, Middle and Senior Schools, I had the 
opportunity to congratulate 418 students who were acknowledged for their 
commitment to their studies.  This is an award every student in the School can 
achieve and I am hoping that, in the future, we can see even more students 
recognised for their diligence to their studies. 

I wish to use this Principal’s Newsletter to discuss the practice of inclusivity – in 
two different contexts.

Firstly, inclusivity within our own community:

Developing our sense of community and maintaining our connectedness as 
one School across three campuses is a matter of priority for me and has been 
so for the past two years.  As a community of three campuses located in three 
different suburbs of Townsville and catering for a fifteen year range of ages for 
our students, it is incredibly important that we understand that many of our 
families also straddle their parenting commitments across two campuses and 
juggle their lives to remain present at two campuses to support their children.

As Principal of our wide and varied community, I delight in the chance to spend 
time at each campus every week and thoroughly enjoy reading the newsletters 
from our Junior School classes each week so that I remain in touch with the 
“grass roots” of what is happening in the learning lives of your children.  They are 
incredibly busy and fortunate little children!

It is also very gratifying to see the different campuses come together for 
significant events, such as sporting and cultural evenings, where we have the 
opportunity to celebrate each other’s achievements.  These are also lovely 
occasions where families can all celebrate together and I look forward to many 
of these celebratory opportunities in Term 4.

I am very pleased to announce a major development for our community, as 
a whole, which will work towards strengthening our School inclusiveness. 
In a recent meeting of the Board of Trustees, it was agreed to review how 
we approach Tuition Fees for a whole family.  Starting from 2020, we will be 
introducing a Family Fee.  This Family Fee will mean that the maximum 
Tuition Fees that a family will pay will be $26,650 for the entire year ($6,662.50 
per term), regardless of the number of children in the family. 

For those families with three or more children concurrently enrolled at the 
School, this will represent a significant saving.  The Family Fee applies to Tuition 
fees only – but those boarding families with three or more children will also see 
the savings that it will make.  The Family Fee will, hopefully, allow more families 
to be able to have all of their children as members of the one community – our 
Grammar community.

In making this decision the Board of Trustees were mindful that a number 
of our families in recent years have had to withdraw their younger children 
from our School, in order to be able to maintain the enrolments of their older 
children.  Being very mindful of this, and grateful to so many families for their 
ongoing commitment to the School, the Board wished to look at a substantial 
way of allowing families to maintain their whole family as part of the Grammar 
community.

The inclusivity that this encourages and the increased sense of community and 
School spirit are all very important to our vision of how the School will grow and 
strengthen as we move forward into the next decade.  Inclusivity is a critical 
element of this growth.

As we head into the season of ceremonies to celebrate the students and their 
highlights for the School year of 2019, I look forward to the opportunity to 
speak with many of our families and celebrate another year where Townsville 
Grammar School has continued to grow and achieve across a broad range of 
dimensions – from our traditional academic ones, and also our sporting, cultural 
and social justice activities where we take on the joy and challenge of shaping 
the young men and women in our care. 

Inclusivity outside our community:

At the start of the September holidays, we hosted our second annual Sony 
Children’s Holiday Camp with 64 Year 11 students and 16 Year 12 students 
creating a warm and welcoming – and highly engaging – environment for 29 
children with disabilities.  For two nights and three days our guests were given a 
fabulous holiday, complete with a show day on the last morning as well as a disco, 
dancing, painting, music, drama, cooking and many other recreational and fun 
activities.  For many of our Year 11s this was building upon their experience with 
the Challenge Games. 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents

I write this newsletter following three very successful Pro Diligentia Assemblies.  This year, all students from Years 4 to 12, have had the 
opportunity to be recognised for their academic effort and endeavour, regardless of academic achievement.
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This tangible act of inclusiveness may, for many of our students, become a life 
changing experience that will help to shape their attitude not only toward other 
people but also their attitude towards themselves.  A number of students and 
their families reported a hugely increased sense of gratitude for things they had 
previously taken for granted. 

Through encouraging this inclusiveness, all parties were winners – our own 
students, their guests and the families of the children with disabilities, who 
were able to enjoy a much needed weekend of respite whilst we cared for their 
children.

A community service such as Sony Camp cannot happen without the combined 
effort of our whole community and I do particularly wish to thank the staff who 
helped prepare our own students, those who undertook a workshop or activity 
over the three days, those who cooked and cleaned during Camp, the nursing 
volunteers who took care of the medical needs of our campers and those staff 
and Parent Network Volunteers who looked after both our own students and 
our guests during the course of the Camp. 

The success of the Sony Camp is a testament to the teamwork and dedication 
of a substantial number of staff, all skilfully brought together by our Head of 
Student Wellbeing & Development, Ms Yvonne West. I know you join with me in 
commending all of the students, staff and parents who brought the Sony Camp 
together for 2019.

Inclusivity is key for our community.  It creates a strong sense of belonging and 
connection for our children leading to an understanding and appreciation of 
difference and diversity which allows us to accept others without judgement. 
As a result, we consider and respect others for bringing diversity into our lives – 
creating a more textured and interesting tapestry for our own lives.

Staff News

I wish to thank each of the following staff for their contribution to the School and 
wish them well for the future:

• Senior English Teacher, Nicholas McMahon, has informed me that he 
plans to leave the School at the end of the year to take up a position in an 
international school in Brazil.

• Senior Accounting Teacher, Annmarie Puglisi, will also depart the School 
at the end of the year having accepted a role at Coomera Anglican College. 

• Laurence Page, who teaches Drama and Humanities, departs at the end of 
the year and will move to Melbourne to further his career. 

• Junior School Psychologist, Jessica Walters, has resigned from the School. 

The following appointments for 2020 have been made:

• Dr Paul Welch has accepted the role of Head of Teaching & Learning.  Paul 
will join the School next year from St Patrick’s College, Townsville. 

• Kathryn Tebble will move from Educational Support in the new year to take 
on the role of Careers Advisor. 

Yours sincerely

Timothy J. Kelly 
Principal
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Speech Night
A warm in invitation is extended to our School Community to attend our 131st Annual Speech 
Night to be held at the Townsville Civic Theatre on Friday, 8 November.  Speech Night is 
a ticketed event and those wishing to attend can secure their seat from the Civic Theatre 
Ticketshop by phoning 4727 9797 or online at www.whatson.townsville.qld.gov.au.  Ticket 
bookings will be available from 9.00am on Monday, 28 October.  Student prize-winners and 
performers do not require a ticket.  

Students attending Speech Night must ensure their uniform is neat and tidy (including tie/
cravat) with shoes polished.  Hats are not required.  Your assistance in ensuring your child 
upholds the high expectations set by the School is greatly appreciated.

Parents are advised that photography is not permitted inside the Civic Theatre.  Video footage 
will be taken of the evening.  However, this is for School archival purposes only and copyright 
law prohibits its distribution. 

All prize-winners, performers and back stage crew will receive a notice informing them of 
rehearsal times and requirements for Speech Night.  Performers are required for rehearsal on 
Thursday, 7 November and a full rehearsal for all prize-winners and performers will be held on 
Friday, 8 November.

MR STEVEN MORRIS
steven.morris@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL UPCOMING EVENTS
North Ward

Year 11 & 12 Boarders' Leadership Dinner 
Friday, 25 October  |  6:30 - 8:30pm

Boarders' Barn Dance 
Saturday, 26 October  |  Gymnasium  |  7:30 - 9:30pm

Years 7-12 Sports Awards Assembly 
Monday, 28 October  |  11:20am - 3:20pm

Year 7 Geography Excursion 
Monday, 28 October  |  Gymnasium |  10:10am

Middle School Soiree 
Wednesday, 30 October  |  Music Centre  |  6:00pm

Year 10 Natural Sciences Excursion 
Wednesday, 30 October  |  8:45am - 1:00pm 

Year 11 Chemistry Excursion (IB & QCAA) 
Thursday, 31 October  |  8:45am - 1:00pm

Year 11 Leadership Assembly 
Friday, 1 November  |  PA Space  |  3:00pm

Year 8 Leadership Assembly 
Friday, 1 November  |  MS Plaza  |  3:10pm

Years 5-12 Cultural Awards Evening 
Friday, 1 November  |  Gymnasium  |  6:30pm

Year 12 IB Exams 
Monday, 4 November - Thursday, 14 November

Year 12 QCAA Exam Block 
Tuesday, 5 November - Wednesday, 6 November

Years 7-12 Gavel Club Dinner 
Wednesday, 6 November  |  Off Campus  |  6:00 - 7:30pm

Years 5-12 Speech Night 
Friday, 8 November  |  Civic Theatre  |  7:00 - 9:00pm

Boarders' Valedictory Dinner 
Saturday, 9 November  |  Gymnasium  |  6:00 - 9:00pm

Year 12 QCAA Alternative Programme 
Monday, 11 November - Thursday, 14 November

Year 12 Graduation 
Friday, 15 November  |  Gymnasium  |  9:45am

www.whatson.townsville.qld.gov.au
mailto:steven.morris%40tgs.qld.edu.au?subject=


Every
Opportunity.

Study Habits
Recently, at an Assembly, we talked about study habits and what works and 
what doesn’t.  Bad habits that were identified included cramming and massed 
practice.  I am sure you are aware that cramming would involve leaving things 
until the last minute and then trying to cover all content when an examination is 
pending.  The concept of massed practice refers to studying individual subjects 
in big blocks.  For example, Mathematics on Monday, English on Tuesday, 
Chemistry on Wednesday.  We now know that students are much better off to 
have frequent exposure to new content.  Therefore, students are better off to 
attempt to do some Mathematics, some English and some Chemistry on each 
night.  This is called spaced practice.  The total time spent studying may be the 
same, but the retention will be better.  

We also talked about retrieval practice.  This concept involves giving yourself 
mini tests where you have to retrieve the answer from memory.  Examples 
include flashcards, or trying out a mini mock test.  Utilising retrieval practices is 
far superior to the commonly used practice of rereading notes.  This technique 
of rereading often leads to the comment “I know that answer but I just could 
not remember for the test.”

Years 7 to 11 Examination Block
As indicated in the School Calendar, the Year 10 and 11 Examination Block has 
been scheduled to commence on Tuesday, 19 November.  On Thursday, 21 
November, Years 7 to 9 will also commence block exams.  The Examination Block 
concludes for all year levels on Monday, 25 November.  Please note:  students in 
Years 7 to 9 are required to be at School for normal school hours.  Examinations 
will occur during their school day. 

The Examination Block for Years 10 and 11 will operate as below:

• Students will only be required to attend School for their respective scheduled 
assessment pieces.

• When students arrive at School they will sign in either at their exam room or 
at the Library. They are not required to sign in at Reception.

• Day Students who need or want to be at School outside their scheduled 
assessment times are required to report to the Library for supervised study.

• Boarders will be provided supervision in the Boarding House.

Year 12 Examination Block
The Year 12 Examination Block will occur on Tuesday, 5 November and 
Wednesday, 6 November. The Year 12 students will have the same arrangements 
as the Year 10 and 11 students above. 

Year 12 2020 ATAR
Our Year 11 cohort is now well into Unit 3 work to prepare for 2020.  For those 
unaware, the external examinations that will occur in Term 4, 2020 will be based 
on Unit 3 and Unit 4 of the respective subject specific syllabus.  All general 
subjects will have three internal assessment items in addition to the external 
item. The final ATAR score will be calculated using these results.  All of these 
items will occur in 2020 with the exception of two subjects where the first 
internal assessment in Literature and English as an Additional Language will 
occur this term.

MR STEPHEN MONK
stephen.monk@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF STUDIES

Junior

Middle

Senior

Pro Diligentia Assembly, Term 4

mailto:stephen.monk%40tgs.qld.edu.au?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/pg/TownsvilleGrammarSchool/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/TownsvilleGrammarSchool/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/TownsvilleGrammarSchool/posts/?ref=page_internal
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You only have to watch or read the news and you find countless stories of 
controversy, intrigue, mistakes, cover-ups and disasters, finished off usually 
with a good news story to brighten your day after all the doom and gloom.  
Thankfully, the daily events of Townsville Grammar School do not resemble the 
evening news.  However, often we can have a laugh at the good news story in 
our child’s day at school.  Yes, of course, there will be issues at school and for any 
child who sits around the dinner table and is asked, “What happened today at 
School?” they may decide to disclose a story resembling an advert for ‘A Current 
Affair’.  There are, of course, issues daily at the School.  This will occur when you 
have 700+ students in the same confines.  Often parents might feel as though 
these problems are ongoing and may be similar to a problem between siblings, 
which never seems to abate regardless of the amount of family meetings and 
agreements that are made.  As such, I encourage parents to seek understanding 
by contacting the School, should they be aware of a problem.  Of course, there 
will be two sides to the story, but much better to seek the truth and together we 
can work through the problem.

I write about issues in the lives of your child at school for two reasons.  Firstly, it is 
normal for there to be challenges in each child’s life, just as there are for an adult. 
If we remove all challenges and issues, we remove the ability to cope by working 
through a problem.  We lose the ability to develop coping skills, because there 
just have not been issues to deal with. 

Secondly, "issues at school" can nowadays be a difficult term to define, when 
students are connected socially 24 hours a day.  We do not need the confines of 
a School grounds for the issues to exist.  More often than not, the issues overflow 
into online discussions and your child needs to develop the skills to be able to 
deal with an issue, whether in the presence of the person or via social media.

As a School, we take a proactive approach to all manner of issues that surface 
with teenagers.  No amount of group activities, lectures, lessons, videos or 
discussions will be as effective as having a real and present issue, which the 
person must work through.  What is hoped by the School is that the tools to 
navigate the problem are easily able to be used in the future.  We cannot stop 
the problems entirely, but we can manage how we deal with them….similar to 
the weather and how we deal with it.

With the Christmas holidays looming, exams and school stresses emerging, I 
wanted to reinforce that, at the School, we have tried this year to instill into your 
child an ability to cope with age related issues.  Of course, we can only do our 
best, coupled with your guidance from home, to make your child’s life the best 
that it can be.  When you consider that there are less weeks left in Term 4 than 
the amount of week’s your child will be with you in the holidays, I do hope that 
together, school and home, we have set your child up for success in the final 

weeks of school and looming holidays, regardless of whether they are in the 
School confines or somewhere in the world during the holiday break.

Year 12 Final Weeks
Our Year 12s only have three weeks left of formal schooling, with the IB students 
having a little longer due to their external exams.  As such, as their time at the 
School draws to a close, their final Graduation Ceremony on Friday, 15 November 
will be a special time to celebrate their journey at the School and the legacy 
they have left for future generations of Grammarians.  I would like to thank the 
parents of Year 12 for their tireless efforts in supporting their children through 
what has been a long journey through their junior and senior schooling.  To the 
staff of Year 12, thank you for your efforts this year, supported by the long list of 
staff who have taught the cohort in previous years.

Caring for one another and the School Grounds
You only have to step into the grounds of many other schools, near and far, 
to recognise how fortunate we are at Townsville Grammar School to have 
wonderful students who care for their surrounds.  As such, as we reach the 
summer months and the end of Term, I encourage all students to be sensible 
in their sharing of spaces, collection of litter and hydration.  Too often, poor 
behaviour occurs due to a group mentality, rather than the actions of a few.  Let 
us finish the term well, with positive behavior and appreciation of wonderful 
school grounds.  The weather may be warming up but, thankfully, we have 
copious amounts of shade, water stations and air-conditioned spaces.

Hats
The Akubra and Panama school hats worn by our male and female students 
are costly.  As such, I would ask that parents have a conversation with their 
child about caring for these expensive items of clothing, which do serve as very 
‘Sunsafe’ attire.  Many hats are looking shabby, with holes and damaged brims.  
Asking a child to get a new hat is really asking a parent to buy one.  As such, 
could I ask and work with parents to place the onus of caring for their School 
hat on your child, even if that requires them to contribute to the purchase of a 
new hat, should the current version be too small, damaged or non-functional. 
This is certainly a conversation that can be made within the family in readiness 
for the start of the 2020 school year and about the value of clothing, which 
your child may not be taking ownership of for its care.  Whilst I am sure most 
students would rather any other Christmas present than a School hat under the 
Christmas tree, until they appreciate the value of the hat and its cost (compared 
with other wants they may have), too many of them treat it poorly and then look 
to you to fix the issue.

FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL - NORTH WARD
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Recognition
Whether it be a Pro Diligentia, Cum Laude, Sporting or Cultural Awards 
Ceremony, each of these events highlight and celebrate those students who 
have achieved within the School's various programmes.  It is a good problem to 
have when a school has so many students to recognise for their achievements.  
As such, I wish to congratulate all those students who have been formally 
recognised this past semester.  I also want to encourage those students who 
are yet, and I repeat – ‘are yet’, to be recognised.  Missing out on an award can 
often lead to three ways of thinking: they got it wrong, it is not fair; I missed out 
this time, but I am going to try even harder and set new goals to get it next time; 
or thirdly, I missed out, there is no point trying.

How we manage a child’s expectations, success and disappointment might also 
reflect how we, as parents, support and instill these behaviours in our children.   
As I mentioned earlier, life teaches us many lessons and most of them do not 
come from success, rather failure and issues.  How we react to not getting all 
that we want or desire is often a great learning moment.

Personally, I only wish I could learn guitar faster, as it would seem I am struggling. 
However, when I stop and think about all the wonderful students who play 
beautiful guitar, it teaches me that I need to try harder, appreciate their success 
and keep working on my own efforts, rather than comparing myself to others 
and worrying about their thoughts on my performance.  Success will come, 
it just takes time and effort and, if I am realistic, I will never be an acclaimed 
performer.

We all have much to learn in this regard, but that is what a school is designed to 
encourage; a place where learning occurs, through trial and error, in supportive 
and encouraging circumstances.  To those who have succeeded this semester, 
well done….and to those who have struggled, keep trying, and do not give up, as 
that is the easy option that will never lead to happiness.

MR CONNOR BARRETT
connor.barrett@tgs.qld.edu.au

mailto:connor.barrett%40tgs.qld.edu.au?subject=
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Welcome back to a busy Term 4.  Already, we have commenced the term, hitting the ground running.  
With Rugby dinner and presentations, Pro Diligentia Assemby, Year 6 Melior Exi Community Service 
work, Soirees, SunSmart Awareness Week and Jillian’s Day, Art Show and Spring Concert, just to 
name a few, in the first weeks of term.  

It is very important for the students, particularly in the upper primary grades to remain diligent and 
focussed and put their best effort into their classroom work, during this shorter term.   It is not too 
late for students to impress their teachers before assessment and reporting time in a few weeks.  

Year 5s, in particular, have an exciting term ahead, with many leadership activities, preparing 
themselves for next year.  Equally, Year 6 students are experiencing lots of ‘last’ activities and events 
before completing their primary years of schooling.  

Coffee/Hot Chocolate for Purchase
For any parent or staff member who would like a coffee or hot chocolate in the morning, help is 
now near at hand!  This term, coffee and hot chocolate are available from the Tuckshop at the 
Annandale Campus from 8:00 - 9:00am each day.  Either take away or stop for a moment and 
sit with a friend in the shaded area near the Tuckshop.  Enjoy!  Students may also purchase a hot 
chocolate if they wish.

I wish all families a wonderful and fruitful term.
MR NOEL NETHERY

noel.nethery@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

EEC & PP Day for Daniel  
Friday, 25 October  |  Annandale

Year 5 Leadership Day 
Wednesday, 30 October  |  Annandale

Years 5-12 Cultural Awards Evening 
Friday, 1 November  |  6:30pm  |  North Ward, Gymnasium

Pre-Prep Paper Horse Race 
Tuesday, 5 November  |  10:00am  |  Annandale

Years 5-12 Speech Night 
Friday, 8 November  |  7:00 - 9:00pm  |  Civic Theatre

Years 4-6 Swim Programme Concludes 
Friday, 8 November  |  Annandale

Year 6 Melior Exi Presentations 
Monday, 11 November  |  8:30 - 10:30am  |  Annandale

Year 5 Camp Departs 
Wednesday, 13 November  |  Annandale

P-6 Swim Programme Concludes 
Friday, 15 November  |  Annandale

Year 5 Camp Returns 
Friday, 15 November  |  Annandale

P-2 Swimming Carnival 
Tuesday, 19 November  |  9:30am - 12:30pm  |  Annandale

TGS Parents Network AGM 
Wednesday, 20 November  |  11:00am  |  Off Campus

Junior School Ensembles Gala Concert 
Thursday, 24 November  |  7:00 - 8:15pm  |  Annandale

Years 4-6 Presentation Assembly 
Thursday, 21 November  |  9:15am  |  Annandale

Year 3 Strings Concert 
Friday, 22 November  |  2:00pm  |  Annandale

Year 6 Valedictory Dinner 
Friday, 22 November  |  6:30 - 8:30pm  |  North Ward

UPCOMING EVENTS
Annandale

Pro Diligentia Assembly, Term 4

mailto:noel.nethery%40tgs.qld.edu.au?subject=


Every
Opportunity.

Grandparents and Special Friends' Day
Term 3 on the North Shore Campus finished with our hugely enjoyable and popular Grandparents 
and Special Friends’ Day.  Our young people from Pre-Kindy to Year 4 invited special adults in 
their lives – other than their parents - to attend the event, which involved shared activities in the 
classrooms prepared by staff, a shared morning tea in the Junior School Undercover Area and 
culminated in a concert involving all of the North Shore students.  Our EEC and Prep classes 
combined to sing and sign We are a Family and our Junior School Choir (including all Year 1 to 
4 students) sang Dreamer and an arrangement of Hey Diddle Diddle under the direction of Mrs 
Anne Milanovic.

A big thank you to Mrs Geri Leslie for a wonderful morning tea, to all of our Campus staff for their 
preparation for the day and a special thank you to our many visitors.  What a special day for the 
students on our thriving young Campus!

Squad Swim @ North Shore
An exciting development on the North Shore Campus is the introduction of ‘Squad Swim @ North 
Shore’.   This free programme sees our swimmers coached by Maria and Jon Sieben two mornings 
a week at the Northern Beaches Leisure Centre.  This year, students and families have been able to 
nominate, if their young swimmers are able to swim 50m unsupported.  In the future, this squad 
is likely to be invitation only.

The programme was launched on Assembly on Monday, 14 October at our North Shore Campus 
Assembly when Maria and Jon joined us for a Q & A session.  We also had the chance to watch 
Jon’s World Record Breaking 200m butterfly swim at the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics to much 
excitement!  Jon then shared some valuable advice that has always resonated with him: “Every 
training session is an opportunity to improve; take every opportunity to give your all to be the best 
you can be.”

Thank you to Jon and Maria for helping us launch our new Squad Swimming programme.

MR GILES DERRETT
giles.derrett@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE HEAD OF CAMPUS 
NORTH SHORE EEC & PP Day for Daniel  

Friday, 25 October  |  North Shore

Prep (2020) Parents Information Evening 
Thursday, 31 October  |  6:00 - 7:00pm  |  North Shore

Years 5-12 Cultural Awards Evening 
Friday, 1 November  |  6:30pm  |  North Ward, Gymnasium

Pre Swimming Fortnight Commences 
Tuesday, 4 November  |  North Shore

Pre-Prep Paper Horse Race 
Tuesday, 5 November  |  10:00am  |  North Shore

Years 5-12 Speech Night 
Friday, 8 November  |  7:00 - 9:00pm  |  Civic Theatre

Year 5 Camp Departs 
Wednesday, 13 November  |  Annandale

Prep & Years 1-4 Swimming Programme 
Concludes 

Friday, 15 November  |  North Shore

Year 5 Camp Returns 
Friday, 15 November  |  Annandale

P-2 Swimming Carnival 
Tuesday, 19 November  |  9:30am - 12:30pm  |  Annandale

TGS Parents Network AGM 
Wednesday, 20 October  |  11:00am  |  Off Campus

Junior School Ensembles Gala Concert 
Thursday, 24 November  |  7:00 - 8:15pm  |  Annandale

Years 4-6 Presentation Assembly 
Thursday, 21 November  |  9:15am  |  Annandale

Year 3 Strings Concert 
Friday, 22 November  |  2:00pm  |  Annandale

Pre-Kindy & Pre-Prep Christmas Party 
Saturday, 23 November  |  Off Campus

2020 New Parents' Morning Tea 
Monday, 25 November  |  9:00 - 10:30am  |  North Shore

UPCOMING EVENTS
North Shore

mailto:giles.derrett%40tgs.qld.edu.au?subject=
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North-West Queensland Boarding Tour
Over the recent vacation, I toured the North-West Queensland region, and took the opportunity to visit many boarding families along the way. 

Covering 3,927kms, we discovered and explored Queensland’s and, no doubt, Australia’s most amazing regions.  Rich in history and itching with character, each one 
was as interesting as the other, but uniquely different.  However, what is so more important to me, is that these places are home to our wonderful boarders and 
their families.  It was an absolute privilege to be welcomed by each boarder family we met along our way.  A massive thank you to all of the 16 families we caught up 
with during the trip, for their generous hospitality and time to show us around their property or hometown.  My family and I are truly grateful to each family and the 
experience we had at every stop and stay.

The trip began in Townsville, then off to tour Hughenden, Orielton Station, Winton, Kynuna, Walkabout Creek, Cloncurry, Normanton, Croydon, Magrowa Station, 
Karumba, Julia Creek, Bow Park Station, Richmond, Africa Station and Charters Towers.

I am looking forward to this regional boarding tour being an annual event for my family and I, as we hope to visit a different region each year. 

FROM THE HEAD OF BOARDING
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Important Dates and Events 
Friday, 25 October
Year 11 & 12 Boarders’ Leadership Dinner 

Saturday, 9 November
Boarders’ Valedictory Dinner 

Friday, 15 November
Year 12 Graduation Day
REACH End/Start of Term Leave DUE

Sunday, 24 – Tuesday, 26 November
Year 7 Boarders’ Orientation 

Saturday, 30 November
Boarder Travel Day

End of Term Leave Arrangements & Boarding Houses Closure – End 
of Term 4
As Term 4 is a short term, it is a timely opportunity for boarders and their families 
to ensure that all leave for the end of term and year is organised and submitted 
through REACH at the earliest opportunity.

The deadline for these arrangements to be requested in REACH is Friday, 15 
November. After this deadline, boarders will have their leave restricted until it is 
lodged. 

School concludes for Term 4 on Friday, 29 November. The Boarder Travel Day is 
Saturday, 30 November.  Boarders are expected to be collected or travelling no 
later than midday of this day. 

End of Year Exit Arrangements
While the end of year is a while away, there are a few matters which require 
some thought beforehand. 

• All boarder rooms are to be cleared at the end of the year. No gear is to be 
stored in their boarding room at all. Boarding does have limited space for a 
packed suitcase only, to be left here for the summer vacation. 

• End of Year/Term Leave will be required by Friday, 15 November. This enables 
boarding to staff and organise logistics in a timely manner, including what 
arrangements we need to have in preparation for boarders to arrive back to 
boarding in 2020. 

2020 Boarder Travel Days
The 2020 Term dates were released some time ago.  However, below are the 
dates which boarders should plan to travel.  These days ensure that no school or 
class time is missed and any associated work or school wide activity is given due 
attention. 

Term 1:  Tuesday, 28 January 2020  |  Saturday, 4 April 2020
Term 2:  Monday, 20 April 2020  |  Friday, 19 June 2020
Term 3:  Monday, 13 July 2020  |  Friday, 18 September 2020
Term 4:  Monday, 5 October 2020  |  Saturday, 28 November 2020

A reminder that any early or late leave to the school term requires approval from 
Mr Connor Barrett, Head of School (North Ward). 

MR JAYE BEUTEL
jaye.beutel@tgs.qld.edu.au

mailto:jaye.beutel%40tgs.qld.edu.au?subject=
https://www.tgs.qld.edu.au/enrolments/scholarships/boarding-bursary/
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One of the most exciting innovations in the financial life of the School has been 
announced by Mr Kelly in this newsletter.  The implementation of the Family 
Fee from 2020 is a tangible way in which whole families can now review their 
schooling choices for their children.  The Family Fee means that there is a 
maximum annual Tuition Fee of $26,650 for every family regardless of the 
number of children you have at the School . 

This decision was made to better support our families. It is also an 
acknowledgment of the community in which we live.  Times have been difficult 
in Townsville economically and even physically - with the floods in February 
and the subsequent dislocation from home and business for a large section of 
our School community.  We have been able to help a small number of affected 
families but this Family Fee now means we can assist many more.

We were recently invited to a local seminar where statisticians and demographers 
presented and explored the latest demographic and statistical data for Townsville.  
The forward projections were optimistic, showing that it would appear that we 
have now been through the worst of the economic adjustments of the last ten 
years and that 2020 is going to be the start of a new period of economic stability 
and strengthening within Townsville, with perhaps even some growth in those 
areas.  Hopefully this is the beginning of a new era in our city.

In the meantime, as a School we will continue to provide the best possible 
education for your children in North Queensland.   Our hope is that our Family 
Fee makes it possible for all members of your family to access the same 
opportunity. 

Scholarships 2021
Early as this may sound, registrations are now open for the scholarship 
examinations for students entering Year 7 and Year 11 in 2021.  The exam 
registrations close on 10 February 2020 and the actual exam date is 29 February.  
If you are intending to register your child for a scholarship examination place, 
now is a good time to do so.  Just click on the following link: https://www.tgs.qld.
edu.au/enrolments/scholarships/academic-scholarships/

• Level 1 is for students entering Year 7 in 2021 (current Year 5)

• Level 3 is for students entering Year 11 in 2021 (current Year 9)

Notification of Withdrawal
Please take this as a gentle reminder that, by necessity, there is a Board policy 
at our School where half a term’s notice (five school weeks) is required before 
the removal of a student.  Otherwise there is a requirement to pay one half 
term’s fees in lieu of notice.  This is the minimum amount of notice required.  A 
longer period of notice would be greatly appreciated.   The final date for notice 
of withdrawal without a financial penalty will be Friday, 25 October 2019 for 
students not returning for 2020.

For additional information regarding any of these items, please contact me on 
07 4722 4973 or by email.

MRS KRISTELL SCOTT
kristell.scott@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ENROLMENTS
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TOWNSVILLE GRAMMAR SCHOOL
FAMILY FEE FROM 2020
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Musicians Without Borders – Ongoing Support
Since 2011, Grammar Music has actively support the international organisation, 
Musicians Without Borders.  From the donations at Friends of Music, Ensembles 
Showcase and Grammar Sings, in 2019 the School has sent $1,600 to MwB, who 
are now operating new programmes in El Salvador.

I received the following message from the Amsterdam office of Founder and 
Director of Musicians Without Borders, Laura Hassler: 

We are extremely grateful to all staff and students of Townsville Grammar 
School for your generosity. 

Thank you so very much for your own continued support within your 
school.  It is so wonderful to know that our global community extends to 
Townsville-- indeed, without borders!

Warm regards
Laura

Curriculum Music – IT Upgrade
Students in Curriculum Music from Years 7 to 12 have access to a vast range of 
resources.  Recently, the School installed the latest version of the composition 
software Sibelius on to the Music Centre laptops.  Students can now enhance 
their composition experience and productivity with Sibelius 19.1 which is used 
by conservatoria, universities and professional composers. 

Queensland Conservatorium Honours
Congratulations to the eight students who represented the School so 
splendidly for four days at the Queensland Conservatorium State Honours 
Ensemble Programme and the Australian Honours Ensemble Programme in 
Brisbane during the holidays.  Our young musicians worked with internationally 
renowned conductors and had the opportunity to rehearse and perform with 
the State’s best young performers.  Each of the honours ensembles performed at 
a concert in the Queensland Performing Arts Centre at Southbank in Brisbane. 
Of particular note were Luke Carroll, flute, and Lily Roehr, viola (9/2019) who 
participated in the top rung orchestra of the Australian Honours, and Jessica 
Stobie, Saxophone, who was selected to play a solo in the Wind Symphony 
Concert at QPAC. The other Grammar participants who were admirable  
ambassadors for Townsville Grammar Music were Emma Carr, voice (11/2019), 
Michael Aslin, trumpet, Philippa Jhinku, voice (9/2019), Aimee Segal, bassoon 
(8/2019), and Maxwell Hanks, percussion (7/2019). 

Students interested in being nominated for the 2020 State Honours 
programmes should contact me.  Nominations are now open for the Cairns 
SHEP programme in March. 

Pacific Honours in Seattle USA
The School community is very proud of Aimee Segal, bassoon (8/2019) and 
Luke Carroll, flute (9/2019) who will be travelling to Seattle USA in November 
to participate in the Pacific Honours Ensemble Programme.  This is the fourth 
successive year in which Grammar has had participants in PHEP USA.
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Sony Foundation Camp
The Music Centre hosted sessions for the guests at the recent Sony Foundation 
Camp.  Assisted by Year 11 and 12 students, the young people participating in 
the camp had the opportunity to play instruments and sing.  There was also 
a concert at which Grammar volunteers and Sony Camp guests were able to 
entertain.

Community Performances
Enhancing the life of the community through music is an important service 
offered by many Grammar students.  In September, Emma Carr (11/2019), Erin 
Keogh (10/2019), Jasmine McMahon, Naomi Kutash and Ina Singh (7/2019) 
sang for the residents at Bolton-Clarke (RSL Care) at Rowes Bay.  These young 
musicians were accompanied by Patrick Hill (12/2019) on guitar.

Lezom, our senior boys’ barbershop group, entertained a large audience in a 
concert at St James’ Cathedral. Lezom is directed by Mr  Steven Morris, and 
is now in its eighth year of presenting barbershop music to members of the 
School and wider community.

Eisteddfod Prize-winners
Grammar music students were awarded a plethora of Special Awards and 
trophies by the Eisteddfod Adjudicators.  Jessica Stobie (12/2019) received the 
Instrumental Bursary Age 15 to 18, Lauren To (9/2019) won the Sister Valerie 
Huston Trophy for the most outstanding instrumental item and Brandon 
Lindsay (9/2019) was awarded two special prizes.  Brandon was announced as 
the most promising male vocalist age 14 to 18 years, and he won the Australian 
Strings Teachers Award for the most promising strings student age 13 to 18.  Mia 
Clive (4/2019) won the award for most promising strings student age 12 and 
under.

The School congratulates the following students who received first place in a 
music section at the Eisteddfod:  Junyu Fan (2/2019),  Manasee Sivayoganathan 
(3/2019), Priya Anand, Anika Chavan, Mia Clive, Lily Foreman, Myn Jeong Kim 
(4/2019), Esha Malghan (6/2019), Alyssa Curtis, Christian de Jersey, Naomi Kutash, 
Jasmine McMahon, Ina Singh, Isabella Wong (7/2019), Aimee Segal, Caden 
White (8/2019), Claire Jiang, Brandon Lindsay, Lauren To, Kevin Wang (9/2019), 
Hyeonggeun Yun (10/2019) and Jessica Stobie (12/2019).

Grammar ensembles which won first prize in an Eisteddfod event were Celtic 
Strings, directed by Mrs Megan Donnelly, Junior School Recorder Ensemble, 
directed by Mrs Heather Coleman, and the Year 7 Vocal Trio directed by Mrs 
Daniela McMahon, and the Year 6 Instrumental Trio.

Speech Night
The ensembles performing at Speech Night are working hard to prepare their 
music.  This year we have some exciting performances planned.

2020 Music Tuition
Enrolment forms are now available for instrumental and singing lessons in 
2020.  The forms are on the School's website or available from the Music Centre. 

Joining the Music Co-curricular staff as instrumental tutors next year are Mr Ian 
Brunskill, B.Mus (Calgary), Grad. Dip. Mus. Stud. (Griffith), Percussion, and Mr 
Mansell Laidler, B.Mus (Newcastle), Double Bass and Bass Guitar.

MR SAMUEL BLANCH
samuel.blanch@tgs.qld.edu.au

mailto:samuel.blanch%40tgs.qld.edu.au?subject=
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Club Sport
Congratulations to all our Club Sport major award winners for 2019! 

Rugby

Most Valuable Player – Caelan Malone (10/2019)

Team Coach's Award Most Improved

U 8 Jonah Barrett (2/2019) Jack Jackson (2/2019)

U 11 Marcus Alsop (6/2019) Holley Milivojevic (6/2019)

Team Best & Fairest Best Back Best Forward

U 12 Jackson Lawty (7/2019) David Richards (6/2019) Campbell Barrett (6/2019)

U 13 Reg Alcock (8/2019) David Adebiyi (7/2019) Riley Arlett (8/2019)

U 14 Justin Crane (8/2019) Daniel Malum (8/2019) Jamie Critchley (8/2019)

U 16 Michael Mtanios 
(11/2019)

Bodene Hinchy (10/2019) Lochlan Hellmuth-Cook 
(10/2019)

Rowing

• Most Valuable Female Rower - Erin Keogh (10/2019)

• Most Valuable Male Rower - Lachlan Donnell-Wales (10/2019)

• Middle School Best Female Rower - Skyla Corlis (8/2019)

• Middle School Best Male Rower - Mac Broad (9/2019)

• Senior School Best Female Rower - Jessica Stobie (12/2019)

• Senior School Best Male Rower - Gerard Hayes (10/2019)

• Middle School Most Improved Female Rower - Philippa Jhinku (9/2019)

• Middle School Most Improved Male Rower - Lukas Browne (9/2019) 

• Senior School Most Improved Female Rower - Elise Chambers (10/2019)

• Senior School Most Improved Male Rower - Conroy Terry (10/2019) 

• Best Coxswain - Kimberley Brown (12/2019)

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF SPORT
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Netball

Congratulations to Grammar 1 – Opal League Premiers 2019! 

Most Valuable Player - Lou-Isa Natoga (12/2019)

Team Division Best & Fairest Most Consistent

Grammar 1 Opal League Ammie Stephenson (12/2019) Alyssa Binder (11/2019)

Grammar 2 Opal 1 Lily Reeves (10/2019) Katrina Diprose (11/2019)

Grammar 3 Opal 2 Amelia Pattel (11/2019) Ogan Alphonse (11/2019)

Grammar 4 Opal 3 Grace Tudehope (10/2019) Emma Zischke (12/2019)

Grammar 5 Opal 3 Ella Banks (10/2019) Lily Bradshaw (11/2019)

Grammar 6 Opal 4 Anna Adebiyi (10/2019) Lidia Laulau (11/2019)

Team Division Best & Fairest Most Improved

Grammar 7 Topaz 1 Hirimaea Alphonse (9/2019) Montana Beldan (8/2019)

Grammar 8 Topaz 1 Ashna Sabesan (7/2019) Dempsie Moller (8/2019)

Grammar 9 Topaz 2 Georgie Coates (8/2019) Ponni Karthikeyan (8/2019)

Grammar 10 Topaz 3 Quynh Ahn Huynh Le (Walker) (8/2019) Shreya Urkude (8/2019)

Grammar 11 Topaz 3 Isabella Wong (7/2019) Ella Alessio (9/2019)

Grammar 12 Topaz 4 Nicola Hitchcock (7/2019) Phoebe Kent (7/2019)

Grammar 13 Pearl 1 Sarah Marshman (6/2019) Belen Telfer (6/2019)

Grammar 14 Pearl 3 Gabrielle Jones (4/2019) Olivia Horn (6/2019)

Team Division Coach's Award Most Consistent

Grammar 15 Go Green Lily-Grace Mahne (4/2019) Anika Chavan (4/2019)

Grammar 16 Set Green Sophia Logan (2/2019) Kenzie Ashley (2/2019)

Sports Presentation Assembly
The annual Sports Presentation Assembly will be held on Monday, 28 October on 
the North Ward Campus.  It is a wonderful occasion to celebrate our Senior School 
Tri-Representative awardees and also those students who have represented NQ, 
QLD and Australia.  The Assembly is also when we announce our major sport 
award winners for 2019.  I look forward to seeing you there as we acknowledge 
our high-achieving athletes.

High Achievers in Sport
• Ethen Staunton (9/2019) – QLD Athletics

• Molly Staunton (7/2019) – QLD Athletics

• Lucy Bragg (11/2019) – NQ Rowing

• Kimberley Brown (12/2019) – NQ Rowing

• Lukas Browne (9/2019) – NQ Rowing

• Dylan Carey (7/2019) – NQ Touch Football Officiating

• Elise Chambers (10/2019) – NQ Rowing

• Leo Fairley (10/2019) – NQ Athletics

• Tomasso Severati (9/2019) – NQ Athletics

• Gedor Zaro (11/2019) – NQ Athletics

Footnote:  It is my intention within this section to recognise appropriate sporting achievements of students within the 
School.  I am always happy to receive this information from parents, so please do not hesitate to keep me in touch.   
N.B.  For space reasons, recognition is normally limited to NQ representation standard or higher.

MR PETER CHRISTIE
peter.christie@tgs.qld.edu.au

mailto:peter.christie%40tgs.qld.edu.au?subject=
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Term 4 Theme Weeks
Pastorally, the School hit the ground running in this very busy Term 4.  Week 2 
was our SunSmart Awareness Week.  Our theme this year was ‘Live SunSmart’.  
Students were encouraged to be aware of the dangers of too much sun exposure 
and the measures they can take to protect themselves.  Students on the North 
Ward campus were encouraged to download the Cancer Council’s SunSmart 
App to monitor their exposure and to receive reminders to apply and reapply 
sunscreen.  On the Friday, Dr Monique Flores spoke to our Year 7 to 9 students 
about the importance of sun safety and protecting their skin.  On the same 
day, our Middle School leaders, Phillipa Jhinku, Brandon Lindsay  and Dylan Rao 
(9/2019), accompanied by Year 9 Co-ordinator, Mrs Lizzii Watson, attended a Sun 
Safety conference/forum day.  The three leaders will present back to the Year 
7s and 8s later in the term, to remind them of the ongoing need to be sun safe.

Week 3 was our annual Road Safety Awareness Week.  We focused on a shared 
responsibility for staying safe on our roads with our theme: ‘You + Me = Road 
Safety’.  Our Year 11 students are a main focus for the messages in this themed 
week, as the majority are either in the process of attaining their licenses or have 
them.  As such, they received a RAAP presentation on road accident prevention 
in Week 2 and attended a full day, off-campus programme at Reid Park: the 
Rotary Young Drivers Awareness programme.  Our Middle School focus was 
on knowing the data and being responsible passengers, pedestrians and bike 
riders.  Year 10s were encouraged to consider the pros and cons of getting their 
Learners Permit and our Year 12s learnt about the important factors to consider 
in buying a car.

Sony Camp 2019
Over the first weekend of the September school holidays, we hosted our second 
annual Sony Foundation Children’s Holiday Camp.  Our numbers grew from our 
inaugural camp last year, to 29 guest-campers.  This allowed even more of our 
students to become involved with 64 Year 11 students acting as Companions and 
16 Year 12 students fulfilling the roles of Mentors to the Year 11s and facilitators 
of activities.  The generosity of our students in companioning the children with 
disabilities who attended Camp was inspirational, to say the least.  Whilst their 
children were at Camp, the parents of the campers had the opportunity to find 
some respite, which was very much appreciated, as evidenced by their genuine 
gratitude to our students on the last day.  

Camp saw our guest-campers engaging in some fun, educational activities such 
as music, food making, drama and dance and STEM.  They also loved having a 
swim, the movie night and the fair day.  A highlight of Camp 2019 would have 
to be the ‘Wild West’ themed Concert and Disco night.  Sony Camp not only 
provides our guest-campers, their families and our students with opportunities, 
it also allows our School Community to shine.  I would like to thank our Parents 
Network volunteers who came in of an evening to watch over the campers as 
they went off to sleep, to allow Camp Staff and the Year 12 Mentors to debrief 
our Year 11 Companions.  Many of our parents who are nurses and friends of our 
School nurses volunteered to do shifts across the duration of the camp; I would 
like to extend my thanks to them also.  Other members of the community also 
donated goods and services to allow us to provide a truly memorable experience 
for the children who came to Camp.  Sony Camp 2019 was a resounding success, 
which we can only aspire to build on for 2020; thank you.  However, my biggest 
thanks is to the Year 11 Companions and Year 12 Mentors who, hopefully, not only 
had the opportunity to learn so much about themselves and serving others, but 
also made their campers’ experience of Camp 2019 a memory to be treasured.

FROM THE CO-ORDINATOR OF STUDENT  
WELLBEING AND DEVELOPMENT

https://www.facebook.com/pg/TownsvilleGrammarSchool/posts/?ref=page_internal
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World Challenge 2020 Update
Our planning for our inaugural World Challenge Tour to Nepal is well and truly underway!  The students have to have completed some preparatory research about our 
destination and also have made some itinerary based choices in time for our itinerary planning meeting on 21 November.  When we are discussing the possibilities of 
trekking to a base camp in the Himalayas the reality of what the students will have the opportunity to do in just a little over 12 months time truly sinks in.  I am pleased 
to announce that we have a second TGS staff member joining us the tour, Ms Kelsie Preston, Year 7 Co-ordinator and specialist teacher. I look forward to continuing 
to work with the team and Kelsie in preparing this most exciting venture for our students.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about our TGS Pastoral Care programme on 4722 4947 or by email. 

MS YVONNE WEST
yvonne.west@tgs.qld.edu.au

mailto:yvonne.west%40tgs.qld.edu.au%20?subject=


Every
Opportunity.

Year 12 QTAC - Response to Offers
Congratulations to Year 12 for applying to QTAC and the interstate Admission 
Centres on time over the recent holidays.  It is now pertinent to think about the 
order of their courses as it is vital that they are ordered chronologically and then 
in order of preference.  Some institutions have early offer rounds in November 
and December so students may miss out on an offer simply because the order 
is incorrect.  After the early offer rounds, preferences should then be re-ordered 
for the major offer rounds in January and February.  Most universities will start 
making offers on 23 December 2019.  Students should be checking their “current 
applicant” login on QTAC regularly to see if they have been made an early offer 
as they only have FOUR days to respond.  Remember students can change their 
preferences three times for free, after which it will cost $44 per change.  For 
more information, including instructional videos, go to the QTAC website.

Also be aware that many institutions have an OP guarantee option for some 
courses.  If a student receives an OP 1-5, they are guaranteed to receive an offer 
into that course.  Refer to the university websites for more information.

When it comes to responding to an offer through QTAC, there are essentially 
three choices:

1. Accept unconditionally

2. Accept unconditionally and defer

3. Accept on condition that a higher preference will be offered (therefore 
forfeiting the first offer IF made a second offer)

Students should NOT:

1. Reject an offer in any case, as they may not receive any more offers.

2. Let time lapse – respond by the due date or forfeit the offer completely.  Be 
sure to contact QTAC if this happens so they may be able to reinstate your 
profile.

On-Campus Accommodation
It is also time to start thinking about accommodation at University.  Most 
universities have an accommodation service which can be found on their 
websites.  Applications for these usually end in February.  However, it is always 
a first in, first served arrangement with residential colleges and student 
villages.  UQ Residential Colleges do accept applications from students who are 
attending any university in Brisbane.  

For more information go to: http://www.uq.edu.au/student-services/
accommodation.  Other university accommodation options include apartment 
style living at Iglu, Urbanest, or My Student Village.  

Scholarships
There are many types of scholarships available through a variety of sources 
and it is the responsibility of the student to research these thoroughly.  
Scholarships are offered through universities, government bursaries and private 
enterprises.  To start your search, go to the Good University Guide at http://www.
gooduniversitiesguide.com.au/scholarship/search or to Study Assist at http://
studyassist.gov.au/sites/StudyAssist/.   Other scholarships will be advertised in 
the morning notices and parent lounge for students to apply.

QTAC Educational Access Scheme
A reminder that students can apply under a number of categories for adjustment 
factors on their rank or OP points.  This is due in early December; however many 
of the forms need a school statement of support.  Please be mindful that Year 
12 should submit these to me as soon as possible before graduation so I can 
complete it for them before they leave.

Year 10 Careers and Personal Development
This term in CPD Year 10 will be focusing on Entrepreneurship.  I have partnered 
with a number of industries and institutes to deliver the Entrepreneurship 
programme, including Townsville Enterprise, Townsville City Council Future 
Cities, Safety Culture, JCU, CQU and Learning Partnerships.

Students will work in groups of 3 to 4 to decide on creative solutions to local 
issues in one of the following areas: rural, urban, environmental, health, social 
or technological.  They will use the Business Model Canvas to prepare their plan 
and will present/pitch their ideas “shark tank” style to our local experts to be 
judged.  The winner of the competition may be given the opportunity to work 
with one of these groups to implement their ideas.

MS BETH GILPATRICK
careers@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE CAREERS ADVISOR
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FACULTY UPDATES
BUSINESS & HUMANITIES

CQUniversity School Business Challenge
Congratulations to our all-conquering Business Challenge team for winning 
the National Final of the CQUniversity School Business Challenge.  You may 
remember the team, made up of Vrinda Baveja, Ziying Ni, Fumbi Kazum and 
Alexandra Murdoch (12/2019), won the regional round in April and have now 
gone on to win the national round (in a very tight tie-breaker with St Augustine’s 
College, Cairns).  Each individual member has earned a $2,500 scholarship to 
study at CQUniversity’s School of Business and Law, and the School received 
$500 for the girls’ efforts.  A big thank you to Ms Paula Partanen for arranging 
this opportunity.

BEAQ Accounting Competition
Congratulations to Ziying Ni (12/2019) for being awarded a Distinction in the 
BEAQ Accounting Competition held at the end of August.  This placed her in 
the top 12 entrants out of 138.  An excellent result in a challenging competition.  
Well done Ziying; another well-deserved accolade!

MS ANNMARIE PUGLISI
annmarie.puglisi@tgs.qld.edu.au

MODERN LANGUAGES

Italian Townsville and District Speech Competition
On Thursday, 8 August, 2019 two Year 10 Italian students competed very 
successfully in the Townsville and District Italian Speech Competition: James 
Turnour (10/2019) was awarded first place and won the Junior Division Shield 
and Erin Keogh (10/2019) was Highly Commended. Due to their outstanding 
performances,  James and Erin have been invited to participate in the upcoming 
Italian Language Queensland State Championship 2019, to be held in Brisbane 
Sunday, 20 October 2019, run by the Italian Language Centre. 

mailto:david.newton%40tgs.qld.edu.au%20?subject=
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Japanese Townsville and District Speech Competition
On Friday, 9 August 2019 ten students participated in the Townsville and District 
Japanese Speech Competition.  Students wrote, practised and performed their 
speeches in front of an audience and panel of judges.  

They then needed to answer spontaneous questions.  Over twenty schools 
from our region participated and the quality of speeches was very high across 
each year level.  Congratulations to the following students who placed in their 
divisions:  in first place and overall winner of Junior Secondary, Year 9 student 
Suin Yu (9/2019); second place Minha Oh (9/2019); in Year 10 third place Daniel Lee 
(10/2019); in Year 11 third place Sarah Hultgren (11/2019); and in Year 12 third place 
Nikhita Nair (12/2019). 

MRS MARLENE BARRETT
marlene.barrett@tgs.qld.edu.au

SCIENCE

QUT Vice-Chancellor's STEM Programme 2019
The Queensland University of Technology introduced a Science programme in 
2013 which attracts very high achieving Year 11 Science students from across the 
state.  This programme is fully funded through the Vice-Chancellor's Office and 
seeks to excel students in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. 
During the five day programme in the September holidays, students worked on 
cutting-edge Science projects with leading academics in the field.  

We were very fortunate, this year, to have three students who were selected 
amongst the best Science students in the state – congratulations to Sophie de 
Jersey, Emily Price and Felix Pountney (11/2019).

National Youth Science Forum
The National Youth Science Forum is a forum for Year 11 students who are 
interested in careers in Science or Engineering.  It gives them an opportunity 
to meet with scientists, researchers, academics and industry representatives 
over the course of a two week programme in January.  It also gives students an 
opportunity to meet with like-minded individuals and make friendships outside 
their own school, city and state.  It is highly competitive and the selection process 
is quite gruelling.  I am very pleased to announce that a record number of our 
TGS students have been selected to attend the programme in January 2020. 
Congratulations to all five students Lachlan Carey, Sophie de Jersey, Isabella 
Dowling, Felix Pountney and Emily Price (11/2019).

mailto:marlene.barrett%40tgs.qld.edu.au%20?subject=
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Engineering Link Project – JCU
The North Qld Engineering Link Project is a two-day event for Year 11 students who are interested in finding out what the profession of engineering is all about.  Students 
participate in two full-day workshops in different engineering disciplines.   Each workshop is designed to challenge their creativity, knowledge of mathematics and 
science, and introduce students to the engineering paradigm.  Professional engineers outline their career and what a day in the life of an engineer is, then present 
students with a problem or scenario that they will have to solve in teams.  They test materials, complete design calculations and submit proposals before constructing 
their solution.  This year seventeen Year 11 TGS students undertook the project and found the experience highly rewarding.

DR CAROLYN MOORES
carolyn.moores@tgs.qld.edu.au



Every
Opportunity.

SCHOOL SHOP

November Discount Period
The School Shop’s 10% discount period will commence on Friday, 1 November 
and finish on Friday, 29 November 2019.   The discount applies to all compulsory 
School uniforms.  Please note that it does not apply to Club Sport, new 
Performance and second-hand uniforms.   Opening hours during this time 
remain as normal 7:30 to 10:00am except for Orientation Day, Monday, 25 
November.  On this day the Shop will open from 7:30am to 5:00pm.

Hours of Operation
The Shop’s final day of trade for 2019 will be Friday, 29 November.   It will re-open 
on Wednesday, 15 January 2020 from 7:30am to 12:00noon, Monday to Friday 
until School commences.

School Hat Cleaning/Repairs
Hat cleaning/repairs for Akubra’s and Panama’s will again be offered at the end 
of this term.  Hats need to be brought to the Front Office on the last day of 
School, 29 November, between 3:00pm and 3:30pm.   Basic cleaning cost is $30 
with repairs an additional $7 each.  Hats will be able to be collected from the 
School Shop in Annandale from 20 January 2020 onwards.

MRS BRENDA TSAKISSIRIS
shop@tgs.qld.edu.au

SCHOOL NOTICES

mailto:kristell.scott%40tgs.qld.edu.au?subject=


SPORT HONOUR ROLL
STUDENTS ACKNOWLEDGED ON THIS HONOUR ROLL HAVE REPRESENTED THEIR SPORT, THROUGH A SELECTION 

PROCESS, AT NQ, STATE OR NATIONAL LEVEL. 
 

 N.B.  Only the highest level of representation in each sport is recorded, regardless of pathway or age group selection.  

This Honour Roll will be progressively updated during the year to recognise Australian, Queensland and 
North Queensland Representation - (Club and/or School - both Primary and Secondary).   

Students with an * denote selection in Term 4, 2019.

AUSTRALIA
Lachlan Carey (11/2019) - Touch Football 
   Officiating
Leo Fairley (10/2019) - Athletics
Holly Forster (11/2019) - Rodeo (Team Roping & 
   Breakaway Roping)
Declan Marchioni (11/2019) - Athletics
Ashmith Sivayoganathan (9/2019) - Table Tennis

QUEENSLAND
Madeline Connery (8/2019) - OzTag
Ethan Harris (10/2019) - Cycling
Rohan Hazratwala (6/2019) - Tennis
Jorja Maidment (9/2019) - Hockey Officiating
Declan Marchioni (11/2019) - Triathlon
Madeline Mathews (9/2019) - Touch Football
Ethen Staunton (9/2019) - Athletics*
Molly Staunton (7/2019) - Athletics*
Lachlan Vowell (11/2019) - Swimming

NORTH QUEENSLAND
Anjola Akinyemi (7/2019) - Tennis, Cross Country

Stanley Alcock (10/2019) - Rugby Union
Remy Arnold (10/2019) - Netball
Campbell Barrett (6/2019) - Rugby Union
Alyssa Binder (11/2019) - Triathlon
Lucy Bragg (11/2019) - Rowing
Mac Broad (9/2019) - Cross Country
Samuel Brooks (10/2019) - AFL
Kimberley Brown (12/2019) - Rowing
Lukas Browne (9/2019) - Rowing
Dylan Carey (7/2019) - Touch Football Officiating*
Elise Chambers (10/2019) - Rowing
Campbell Corrigan (10/2019) - Cricket
Amara Courtney (5/2019) - Swimming
Sophie de Jersey (11/2019) - Cross Country 
Oscar Dohnalek (12/2019) - Football
Leo Fairley (10/2019) - Cross Country, Athletics*
Stuart Guest (7/2019) - AFL
Bodene Hinchy (10/2019) - Touch Football
Lachlan Jeffs (5/2019) - Athletics
Annie Johnston (10/2019) - Hockey
Folajimi Kazum (10/2019) - Football
Maria Kerwin (6/2019) - Swimming

Jackson Lawty (7/2019) - Rugby Union
Mukundi Makoni (6/2019) - Tennis
Declan Marchioni (11/2019) - Rugby Union, Cross 
   Country
Christian Minuzzo (12/2019) - Football
Isabella Morris (6/2019) - Swimming
Angus Richardson (7/2019) - Swimming
Ashleigh Richardson (11/2019) - Rockclimbing
Tomasso Severati (9/2019) - Athletics*
Ned Smith (7/2019) - Rugby Union
Ethen Staunton (9/2019) - Cross Country, AFL,
   Athletics*
Molly Staunton (7/2019) - Cross Country
Owen Spanswick (12/2019) - Hockey
Madhava Vyas (7/2019) - Cricket
Sarah Waddell (11/2019) - Cross Country
Lochlan Ward (12/2019) - Swimming
Tia Wilkinson (12/2019) - Hockey
Gedor Zaro (11/2019) - Athletics*



THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY 

Absolutely Dental
Absolutely Dental Face & Spa
A.E. Smith & Sons Pty Ltd
Aitkenvale Pharmacy
All Blinds and Curtains
AON Risk Services
Archer Coffee
Art By Marty
Beaches Pet Resort
Big Boys Super Wash
Bob Jane T Marts Townsville
Body Torque Health & Fitness
CBC Lawyers
Civil Plus
Clean & Green Carwash
Coffee Club
Dentist on Paxton
EMU
Entropy Toys 
Fairfield Central Medical 
Forks 4 U
Frontier Voice & Data
Gecko Interiors

Georgio Clothing
Halls Firearms
Hairhouse Warehouse
Hot Rock Adventure Centre
Jepson Media
Jewellery By Design
Mary Who? Bookshop
McDonald Leong Lawyers
Michael Case Homes
Mulgrave 3 Sugar
MystGold
National Australia Bank
NMG Group
Norstate Marketing
NQ Minimally Invasive Surgery
Northern Skin Studio
NPS Corporate
Office Choice - Pen to Paper
On Board I.T.
Oracle Studio 
O'Shea & Dyer Solicitors
Pickerings Auto Group
Pilates Studio

Progress Book World
Puma Energy
PVW Partners
Roberts Nehmer McKee Lawyers
Ruswin Integrated Security Systems
Stanbroke
Tennis Townsville
The Athlete’s Foot
The Beauty Room 
The Good Guys Townsville
The Ville Resort and Casino
Tippett Schrock Architects
Townsville Sailing Club
Townsville Tenpin and Fun Centre
Townsville Yacht Club
Triggerfish Images
Upper Ross Medical Centre
Wild Gravity
Wulguru Meat Market

We appreciate the generous support of the following busineses and organisations who have contributed to our  
Townsville Grammar School community.

Please contact Mrs Marion MacKenzie (4722 4917) if we have inadvertently omitted your details from this list.
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