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PRINCIPAL’S    
WELCOME
We started our 2021 School year with fantastic news regarding the academic outcomes of our 2020 
Year 12 cohort. Despite a year of uncertainty which included periods of remote learning, our students 
remained strong and committed, striving for their personal best; and I commend them on their 
outstanding achievements.  I especially congratulate our Duces, Emily Price and Sophie de Jersey who 
received the top ATAR score of 99.95, two out of only 30 students in the state.

This year has been significant for our Past 
Grammarians, with a changing of the guard for this 
support group, and efforts made to strengthen 
this program.  Mr John Short (1986) was elected 
President of the new Past Grammarians Association 
and Mrs Bev Short (1986) was elected Secretary. 
In this short time, the group has established a 
Constitution, have held several wonderful events, 
and are reviewing how best to connect and engage 
with our Past Grammarians community. It is an 
exciting development and I thank those involved for 
the energy and passion they have brought to this 
important support group.

Our TGS Parents Network has also had a changing 
of the guard, with Dr Karen Fortier taking over the 
reigns as President, ably supported by a dedicated 
group of parents who continue to support the 
School through various activities and events. We are 
very grateful for this ongoing and positive support.

I’m often asked, what is the Grammar difference? I 
have been fortunate to have had an association with 
three Grammar Schools, and it is my belief that the 
sense of belonging and community, and the pride in 
being a Grammarian, is a defining feature of who we 
are as a School.

This sense of community is built through the 
involvement and investment of our teachers  
and staff, our parents and families, and our  
support groups. 

From our beginnings in 1888, this sense of 
community has seen the School not only survive, but 
thrive – and it is my vision to ensure we keep working 
together to strengthen, to continue to develop 
opportunities for our community to come together, 
and to build on our spirit and pride in the Black  
and Gold.
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This year we have had some wonderful celebrations 
together as a School community, many of which are 
presented within this publication. These have included 
our biennial Black & Gold Carnival, our Past Grammarians 
Reunion Weekend and Grammar@Home Day, our 
Grammar Music Showcase and Musical, our Club Sport 
season finals events and awards nights, Grandparents 
and Special Friends Days at our Junior School, and, of 
course, our academic assemblies throughout the year. 
These are all very important opportunities for us as a 
community to remain connected and to keep School 
spirit alive and strong.

Service Learning continues to be a focus area for 
our School, and this year I am proud to say we have 
expanded our involvement in a range of community 
service programs. Our Junior School started an EarlyAct 
Club, to partner with our Senior School’s Interact 
Club. Members of both clubs were proudly involved 
in the Rotary District 9550 Conference in Townsville 
and continue their support through fundraising and 
service activities throughout the year. We were again 
involved in the Challenge Games and hosted our fourth 
Sony Foundation Children’s Holiday Camp, which was 
an outstanding success. This year we also formed a 
partnership with the Gingercloud Foundation’s Modified 
Rugby Program, a wonderful program for children with 
disability, partnering with our students who support 
them to learn and play a modified version of rugby. 
These are wonderful examples of our service learning in 
action.

This year we launched our Strategic 
Intent 2021-2024, which is outlined 
on the following page. This is an 
important document which will  
scaffold everything we do to ensure 
our students develop a great love 
for discovery today, so that they can 
live a life with purpose and passion 
tomorrow. 

We are also eagerly anticipating the finalisation of the 
School House redevelopment, expected in early 2022. 
The opening of this iconic building will reinvigorate our 
North Ward Campus and will be another way to connect 
with our Past Grammarians, through the installation 
of a School Museum. Former Head of Boarding, Mr 
Chris Wilson, has taken on the role as Archivist, and is 
sifting through and collating decades worth of School 
materials and memorabilia, to be housed in the Museum.

As a community, we now look ahead to the end of our 
2021 academic year, preparing our students for their 
transitions – our PrePreps into Prep, our Year 6s into 
Year 7 and, of course, we farewell our Year 12s who will 
become the next generation of Past Grammarians.

In this 133rd year of the story of this great school, I 
thank you for your support and sentimentality for the 
Black and Gold, and hope that you will encourage others 
to join in our networks and events. 

Sincerely
TIMOTHY KELLY 
Prinicipal

We were thrilled to welcome back Alison 
Haly, School Captain (1983), as our Guest 

Speaker for our 133rd annual Townsville 
Grammar School Speech Day. Alison is 

pictured with our 2021 School Captains, 
Daniel Lee and Sarah Jacob.

PAST GRAMMARIAN 
GUEST SPEAKER - 
SPEECH DAY 2021 
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STRATEGIC INTENT 2021-2024
“We are driven by the aim of inspiring our 
young people to develop a great love for 
discovery today, so that they can live a life 
with purpose and passion tomorrow.”

Townsville Grammar School is proud to maintain 
a reputation as the leading academic school in 
northern Queensland, a position that has been 
unrivalled throughout the School’s history.  After 13 
decades of delivering an exceptional educational 
offering, the School’s Board of Trustees and Senior 
Management Team have once again reflected and 
considered its strategic positioning as a leading 
educator in what is now the ‘new world’ – a world 
forever changed through the impacts of the 2020 
pandemic.

 In undergoing this strategic review, the School’s 
history, heritage, values, character and purpose 
have been examined, explored and conceptualised 
within this Strategic Intent document.

Our Stategic Intent centres on four domains – 
Teaching & Learning, People & Purpose, Community 
& Engagement, and Sustainability & Stewardship. 
These domains will form the framework of 
everything we do, ensuring that our students 
become equipped to take their place in the 
community of our world.

DOMAIN 1 - TEACHING & 
LEARNING: 
To provide an exceptional educational 
environment whereby each student develops 
a love for discovery and a mindset to strive for 

personal best in all of their endeavours, both 
inside and beyond the classroom. 

DOMAIN 2 - PEOPLE & PURPOSE: 
To cultivate a dedicated, purposeful and 
inspirational staff who actively and consciously 
model servant leadership, recognising that our 
school leaders serve with humility those that 
they lead.

DOMAIN 3 - COMMUNITY  
& ENGAGEMENT: 
To pursue genuine engagement both within 
our TGS community, and within the broader 
community, to support our students to achieve 
their personal best.

DOMAIN 4 - STEWARDSHIP  
& SUSTAINABILITY: 
To act as responsible stewards, building a 
school for the future, that values the richness 
of our past.

2021-2024 will be another transformative chapter 
within the history of Townsville Grammar School, 
as the School prepares to grow and respond to the 
changing parameters of our society, whilst always 
remaining faithful to Bonus Intra Melior Exi – enter 
good, exit better.

Find out how we will bring this plan to life  
www.tgs.qld.edu.au/strategicintent
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Past Grammarian, Mr Bill Tweddell, with Townsville Grammar School Leaders,  
Sarah Jacob and Daniel Lee (Year 12) Majella Jerome and David Golledge (Year 6).

TWEDDELL LEADERSHIP DINNNER
We welcomed Year 6 and Year 12 School Leaders from local schools to our inaugural Tweddell Leadership 
Dinner, with guest speaker, Mr Bill Tweddell, Chancellor of James Cook University, and Past Grammarian. 

Mr Tweddell spoke about his distinguished career in the Diplomatic Service, and shared his reflections of his own 
“ongoing” leadership journey, providing students with some wonderful words of advice and enthusiasm for their 
future pathways.

Mr Tweddell was elected as Chancellor of James Cook University for a fiveyear term, beginning 26 March 2016. He is 
the University’s fifth Chancellor, and the first alumnus to be elected to the role.  In 2010, Mr Tweddell was recognised 
as one of JCU’s Outstanding Alumni.

EDNA SHAW DONATION
We had a visit from the late Edna Shaw’s niece, Loren Waters  
who donated a painting left to Townsville Grammar School in 
Edna’s estate, following her passing in 2019. 

Edna was a student at Townsville Grammar School from  
1938-1940, and in 2005 made a donation to the School for the 
Edna Shaw Bursary, which became a Speech Night prize for the 
best student in the Arts. Edna’s contribution to the School has 
also been recognised by the Past Grammarians Association, 
when she was asked to be the Patron of the Association.  
On Founders Day, 2007, Townsville Grammar School opened  
the Edna Shaw Ceramics Studio. 5



In late 2020, a group of Past Grammarians came together to form a new Association, following in 
the giant footsteps of former Past Grammarians Association leaders, Bill Muller and Jack Calcott. We 
are very fortunate that Jack still attends our committee meetings and keeps a quiet eye on things as 
we navigate our way through setting up a Constitution, a Strategic Plan and setting goals for growing 
and strengthening our Association.

To kickstart our newly formed committee, Principal 
Tim Kelly, through the School Board, arranged for 
a small component of the School fees of each Year 
12 student to be allocated to the Past Grammarians 
Association, ensuring our ongoing financial security 
and growth. We are very grateful to have this 
support, both from the Board and the School, and 
we are committed to growing and creating legacies 
for the School through the Association.

We started the year with a Young Past Grammarians 
function in January, which was well attended by 
former students from 2014-2020. We held another 
Past Grammarians Function for Founders’ Day 
in April, and then set about organising our 2021 
Reunion, amidst the challenges that COVID-19 and 
border closures threw our way.  Enthusiasm for 
the Reunion Weekend was high, but due to COVID 
restrictions, our numbers prevented us from going 
ahead with the traditional Reunion Dinner. Instead, 
we held a Meet & Greet on the Friday evening, which 
ended up being a very successful and popular 
option that we will again hold in 2022.

This year we have also prepared a Past Grammarians 
Association Constitution, and we are confident it 
gives us a strong foundation for our work ahead.

With Past Grammarians spanning many generations 
and indeed many countries across the world, the 
easiest way for us to keep connected is through our 
Facebook group – Townsville Past Grammarians – 
of which we have 1,700+ members.

We hope to grow this group and to emulate the 
wildly successful “I Grew Up in Townsville” Facebook 
group. I encourage all Past Grammarians to join this 
group and start to post photos, share memories and 
news. It is only through our active involvement that 
our Past Grammarians Association will prosper.

  Information regarding our 2022 Reunion  
and other events will be posted to:

 Web:  www.tgs.qld.edu.au/PastGrammarians

 FB:  Search Townsville Past Grammarians

On behalf of the Past Grammarians Association,  
I encourage you to come onboard.

Yours sincerely
JOHN SHORT 
President

pastgrammarians@tgs.qld.edu.au 

PAST 
GRAMMARIANS 
ASSOCIATION

PAST 
GRAMMARIANS
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Our Past Grammarians Reunion took place on the weekend of 13/14 August, starting with Meet & Greet function at 
HeyDays Café in Flinders Street. This year’s reunion  had a special focus on the graduating classes of years ending in 
0 and 1. Our 2022 reunion will be held on Friday, 12 and Saturday, 13 August. More information will be available via  
www.tgs.qld.edu.au/pastgrammarians and on the Townsville Past Grammarians Facebook Group.

TGS  
REUNION  
2021
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UNRIVALLED ACADEMIC 
OUTCOMES – ATAR 2020
Townsville Grammar School’s 2020 Year 12 outcomes, in the first year of the new  
ATAR system, were outstanding.  In a year filled with uncertainly and periods of remote 
learning due to COVID-19, our students achieved exceptional results, unrivalled  
outside of South East Queensland.

We especially congratulated Emily Price and  
Sophie de Jersey, who received the top ATAR score 
of 99.95, out of only 30 students in Queensland. 
Emily Price was named in the QCE Achievement 
Award Winners 2020.

• Two out of 30 students in Queensland achieved 
the top ATAR score 99.95

• 12.8% of the cohort achieved scores of 99.00 
and above

• 32.1% of the cohort achieved scores of 95.00 
and above

• 45% of the cohort achieved scores of 90.00  
and above

• 18 students achieved QCAA Academic 
Commendations

This is the equivalent of 15 students achieving an 
OP1 and 42.2% of the cohort achieving an OP of 1-5,  
in the former system.

“We are exceptionally proud of each of our Year 
12 students for the way they handled the unique 
challenges of 2020, and congratulate them on their 
individual achievements. We are very proud of the 
cohort’s academic achievements in this first ATAR 
year. Our School has a long history of performing 
at a very high level academically, and this is due 
to exceptionally dedicated students, our highly 
qualified teaching staff, a disciplined and structured 
learning environment, and the influence of parents 
who support the culture of a Grammar education. 

Our Year 12s have demonstrated both resilience and 
a commitment to striving for personal best, and I am 
confident this will serve them well as they pursue 
their chosen pathways. 

I look forward to continuing our connections with 
them as Past Grammarians.” - Timothy Kelly, Principal

ACADEMIC

ACADEMIC OUTCOMES -  CLASS of 2O2O

15 STUDENTS  OP 1 EQUIVALENT    |     42.2%  OP 1-5 EQUIVALENT

18 STUDENTS QCAA ACADEMIC COMMENDATIONS

99.95
TOP ATAR  

SCORE  
2 STUDENTS  

OUT OF 30  
IN QLD

99.00
AND ABOVE

12.8%

95.00
AND ABOVE

32.1%

90.00
AND ABOVE

45%

89.15
MEDIAN 

ATAR 
SCORE
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SCHOLARS’ ASSEMBLY 
PRESENTATION OF SCHOOL DUCES + YEAR 12 ACADEMIC AWARDS

On Monday, 8 February we welcomed back many 
of our 2020 Year 12 graduates for the annual 
Scholars’ Assembly and presentation of the Year 12 
Academic Awards and Prizes.

With the change to the structure of the year with 
external examinations, this assembly was an 
opportunity to present Academic Awards and  
Subject Prizes to our top academic performers from 
2020. Most significantly, we were able to acknowledge 
and celebrate the joint Duces of the School,  
Sophie de Jersey and Emily Price. Both girls  
received an ATAR of 99.95. 

During the presentation of award winners, the Director 
of Curriculum, Dr Carolyn Moores, outlined the courses 
the students were intending to undertake and the 
scholarships many had received to assist with their 
studies. 

Considering the challenges this cohort faced 
throughout their senior studies, their academic 
outcomes are nothing short of outstanding. We are 
extremely proud of each and every one of our 2020 Year 
12 students and wish them every success in wherever 
life’s journey takes them. 

EMILY PRICE
VICE CHANCELLOR’S SCHOLARSHIP UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND

Congratulations to Townsville Grammar School Captain (2020),  
Emily Price, who topped her cohort at the University of Queensland,  
achieving straight 7s for Semester 1. 

When Emily graduated from TGS she received an ATAR of 99.95 and was awarded the Vice Chancellor’s Scholarship 
at the University of Queensland. Emily is currently studying a Bachelor of Engineering (Hons)/Master of Engineering 
and lives on campus at Cromwell College. Over the mid-year University holidays, Emily also undertook an extension 
program at the Liveris Academy for Innovation and Leadership. 

Current Cromwell College Principal, Simon Armstrong, is very proud of Emily’s achievements, given his past 
connections with Townsville Grammar School, as Deputy Principal (2007-2011). 

Emily highly recommends Cromwell to any TGS students considering University study in Brisbane. 

“I love my Cromwell family! Cromwell has been a great adventure; I’ve met new people, tried  
new things and experienced the university life in the most wellrounded way possible.”

Sophie de Jersey and Emily Price.
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In 2021, the School’s Music, Drama and Dance faculties collaborated to stage a Musical at the 
Townsville Civic Theatre, 20-22 May. With unswerving commitment, the production team worked for 
many months to present a show of the highest quality. A copy of the musical program and photographs 
are available at www.tgs.qld.edu.au/westsidestory
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PRINCIPAL CAST
Tony Brandon Lindsay
Maria Charlotte Meade
Riff Jude Palmer
Anita Philippa Jhinku
Bernado Michael Pretorius

SUPPORTING CAST
Action Ethan Connor
Rosalia Sophie Trayner
Chino Daniel Lee
Anybodys Sasha Lea-Rowell

FEATURED CAST
Doc  Ruben Nethery
Schrank Justin Crane
Krupe Conroy Terry
Glad Hand Lochlan Hellmuth-Cook

THE JETS
Graziella Olivia Bowater
A-Rab Harris Beaney
Velma Erin Keogh
Baby John Caden White
Minnie Casey Chappell
Snow Boy Luke Carroll
Clarice Sydney Adams
Big Deal  Ethan Karlsbakk
Pauline Charlotte Kavanagh
Diesel  Max Parsons
Mouthpiece Connor Smith
Gee-Ta Michael Aslin
Tiger  Huon Evans
Ensemble Paige Dreyer
Ensemble  Phillipa Dowling
Ensemble            Amy Jones

THE SHARKS
Pepe Dylan Rao
Consuelo Ellison Rahmel
Indio Wouter Teunisse
Teresita (DC) Caitlin Ainsworth
Luis Evangelos Yiallourides
Francisca Freya Boggild
Anxious Daniel Perez Castillo
Estella Georgia Gardiner
Nibbles Kasey Julien
Margarita Isabelle Spanswick
Juano Oluwatorerale Oju
Toro Richard Keats
Moose Mac Broad
Ensemble Aimee Segal
Ensemble Amy Vollmerhause
Ensemble  Krishnan Menon
Ensemble            Kirra Littlejohn 11



JOSEPH ACTON 
PERPETUAL 
SHIELD 
TGS Archivist, Chris Wilson, visited Julia Creek 
in May to present the Joseph Acton Perpetual 
Shield for the Junior Camp Draft Champion, at 
the Julia Creek Campdraft.

Joseph Acton was the third of the Acton boys to 
board at Townsville Grammar School, following in 
the footsteps of his brothers Robert and Phillip. 
The boys hailed from Millungurra Station, in the 
Julia Creek District. Joe, known as Beefy, graduated 
in 2006, remaining in Townsville to complete his 
trade. During his time at school, and after school, 
Joe forged deep and meaningful relationships with 
his boarder mates and was a stalwart of the North 
Ward Old Boys Rugby Union Club. Joe returned to 
the family property in 2011, and, not long afterwards, 
was tragically killed in an accident.

10 YEARS 
The Joseph Acton Perpetual Shield was first 
awarded to the Julia Creek Junior Camp Draft 
Champion in 2012. 2021 marked the 10th year that 
TGS has sponsored this event.

As the Head of Boarding at the time, Chris Wilson 
made the shield out of Mahogany and Japanese 
Oak, the two timbers represent Joe as a young man 
in the city, and Joe, the country boy.

Congratulations to Jordan Curr, winnner of the 
Joseph Acton Perpetual Shield in 2021. This is the 
10th anniversary of our sponsorship of the Junior 
Camp Draft event at the Julia Creek Campdraft.

ICPA 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the 
Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association (ICPA) 
in Queensland, which was a big focus and 
celebration during the State Conference in 
Cunnamulla. 

School Principal, Tim Kelly, and Director of Boarding, 
Jaye Beutel, attended the conference and  enjoyed 
catching up with TGS parents and families actively 
involved in ICPA. We certainly appreciate the efforts 
of this wonderful advocacy group for children 
of rural and remote areas to gain the very best 
educational opportunities. 

Pictured below are our TGS boarding parents 
involved in the ICPA at the State conference:  
Julia Broad – Charters Towers Delegate, Kasie 
Scott – State Councillor, Megan Easton – Richmond 
Delegate, Kate Bradshaw – Qld Vice President, 
Tracey Hacon – Julia Creek Delegate, Alana Moller – 
Federal President.

BOARDING

Jordan Curr won the Joseph Acton Perpetual Shield in 2021.
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BOARDING CONNECTIONS TOURS – 
NORTH, SOUTH & WEST
Principal, Tim Kelly, and Director of Boarding, Jaye Beutel, hit the road visiting boarding families and 
friends, and Past Grammarians on a number of tours west, north and south this year.

A big thank you to our boarding families for their hospitality and support throughout another fantastic year of  
TGS boarding.
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BLACK &  
GOLD CARNIVAL
WHAT A NIGHT! 
In true TGS spirit, our three campuses came together to stage the biennial Black & Gold Carnvial 
at our Annandale Campus - a night of sensational performances, great food, rides, games, music and 
community, with approximately 3000 people attending.

This event was staged through the work of a team of wonderful volunteers, our teachers and staff, and our 
students, parents and families from our three campuses  it was an impressive effort and a fantastic night.

The theme of the night was “Best of the Fairest”, a collection of the themes of the past seven Carnivals, 
during the time of Noel Nethery’s role as Head of Junior School. Noel, who is leaving TGS at the end of this 
year, was acknowledged and thanked by our parent community, and presented with a beautiful painting of 
Arthur Bay, painted by Marty Ironside, as a farewell gift from the TGS Black & Gold Committee.

FAREWELL NOEL 
NETHERY
After 15 years of 
service to Townsville 
Grammar School, 
we farewell Mr 
Noel Nethery, Head 
of Junior School. 
We thank Noel for 
his outstanding 
commitment and 
stewardship of our 
Junior School. Noel has managed many 
significant changes during his tenure, 
including most notably, the introduction 
of a second campus at North Shore in 
2014. As Head of Junior School, Noel has 
overseen two Junior School campuses, two 
Early Education/Pre-Prep Centres and the 
Outside School Hours Care program, all of 
which he leaves in a very healthy position. 
It is difficult to apply summarise 15 years 
of service, however, we  extend our deep 
appreciation for his dedication to the 
School and the contribution he has made 
to the development of our School culture 
and organisation. We wish Noel, his wife 
Michelle, and sons Ruben,  Yideg and Tesfa 
all the very best for their next chapter.M
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For the fourth consecutive year, Townsville Grammar 
School hosted the Sony Foundation Children’s 
Holiday Camp, a three day/two night program  
for children with special needs.

Each year, a group of Year 11 students volunteer to train 
as companions, in preparation for being a carer for a 
child with special needs during the camp

This year we welcomed 34 children from local schools, 
each assigned to two Year 11 companions.  A group of 
Year 12 students, who had been involved as companions 
in Year 11, also attended as mentors for the group.

This year’s theme was ‘Jungle Safari’ and the children 
engaged in a range of fun activities, supported by their 
Year 11 companions and Year 12 mentors. This year, we 
held a Jungle Safari through the School, a Jungle Disco, 
and a Carnival on the final day, with special guest, Sony 
Foundation Ambassador, Johnathon Thurston. 

Sony Camp is frequently described as lifechanging by 
the Year 11 companions and often this experience has 
led to students deciding to pursue careers working with 
children with special needs.

SONY CAMP
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Our @Grammar Sports Program continued to strengthen this 
year with cricket, football, touch, basketball, water polo and 
hockey teams competing strongly in the local Block Sport 
Competition.

We also offered fencing, running, swimming  and fitness clubs 
as part of our TGS co-curricular sport offering.

@GRAMMAR  
SPORT
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U10s PREMIERS  
They did it! Our U10s were crowned season Premiers, following  
a stellar season playing for the Black and Gold. 

Our U16s were our other standout team in 2021, progressing to the Elimination Finals but, unfortunately, losing  
to the Burdekin. A massive effort and a fantastic display of Grammar spirit.

RUGBY

GRAMMAR@HOME 
The annual Grammar@Home round, in conjunction with 
the Past Grammarians Reunion Weekend took place on 
Saturday, 14 August.

There is nothing quite like playing on home soil; there 
is a certain buzz that comes across the grounds. I think 
it is because Rugby has been a part of our Grammar 
fabric, reaching back to the beginning of our School’s 
journey. The Grammar@Home round provides a platform 
for us to continue this tradition. While our Rugby 
program has diminished in numbers over the past years, 
as has been the story for rugby around Australia, the 
spirit could not be stronger amongst our players – both 
girls and boys. 

Fielding seven strong teams in 2021, our players 
displayed great spirit and determination during our 
home round. There were several standouts on the day, 
however I would have to say our junior teams; the Under 
8s, 10s and 12s continue to shine a bright light on our 
resurrection to Rugby heights here in Townsville. 

Our U16s and U18s provided high voltage performances. 
The U16s continued their steamroll efforts into finals 
contentions, with an impressive win on home soil. Our 
U18s were outclassed by their opposition, but stayed in 
the fight all the way to the final whistle. It was a stirring 
moment when the Year 12 boys played their last game 
on home turf. 

It was tremendous to see the Black and Gold being 
represented so passionately, with awesome team 
spirit and energetic parent and family support from the 
sidelines. This is the very heart of Grammar at work. It 
was impressive to experience.

It is clear to see that Grammar Rugby is on the verge 
of returning to its glory days. Not only because teams 
are winning, but because of the genuine sense of 
community and passion within our club. 

BY JAYE BEUTEL, DIRECTOR OF CO-CURRICULUM
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RUGBY  
AWARDS 2021
Our 2021 TGS Club Rugby season was 
celebrated on Saturday, 11 September, following 
the fantastic Grand Final win by our U10s. 
Congratulations and thank you to our players, 
coaches, parents and supporters for a fantastic 
season for the Black & Gold.

U8s Black Most Improved   Joshua Carter

U8s Black Coach’s Award   Aston Miller

U8s Gold Most Improved   Jack Clark

U8s Gold Coach’s Award   William Dawson

U8s Blue Most Improved   Harrison Whiting

U8s Blue Coach’s Award   Ky Baker

U10s Most Improved   Amelia Brown

U10s Coach’s Award   Jack Jackson

U12s Best Back   Mitchell Connery

U12s Best Forward   Cooper Power

U12s Best and Fairest   Warike Joseph

U16s Best Back   Daniel Malum

U16s Best Forward   Riley Arlett

U16s Best and Fairest   Justin Crane

U18s Best Back   Stanley Alcock

U18s Best Forward   Wilson Flegler

U18s Best and Fairest   Hugh Stack

Most Valuable Player   Stanley Alcock

MODIFIED RUGBY 
PROGRAM
This year we partnered with the Ginger Cloud 
Foundation to offer a Modified Rugby Program. 

MRP is a modified game for young people with 
disability, who are each mentored in the game by a 
personal assistant,  our TGS students. The inaugural 
Modified Rugby Program (MRP) game was played 
at our Grammar@Home day. The joy of Rugby was 
as plain as the smiles on their faces – a wonderful 
addition to our Rugby program. We are looking 
forward to the MRP program growing in the years  
to come. 

U18s 
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JOE ACTON 
MEMORIAL 
AWARD 
Congratulations to Chris Wilson (TGS Archivist) 
who was awarded the Joe Acton Memorial Shield 
for Clubman of the Year 2021 for the North Ward Old 
Boys Rugby Union Club.

The award was presented by Joe Acton’s mother,  
Cathy, who travelled from Toowoomba to make the 
presentation. 

Joseph Acton and his brothers were boarders at 
Townsville Grammar School – see story on page 14. 

Other Past Grammarian award recipients:

• Best A Grade Back - Declan Marchioni (2020)

• Club Most Improved Player - Mitchell Macleod 
(2019)

• Best Back Senior Women - Lou-Isa Varea (2019)

CHANGING 
OF THE 
GUARD 
This year, Past Grammarian and 
North Ward Old Boys Captain,  
Dan Withers (2004), handed in 
the Captain’s armband, which 
he has worn with distinction 
for six years, to another Past 
Grammarian, Alex Nicolosi (2014).

2021 NWOB TEAM   Alex led 
the team featuring seven 
Past Grammarians and Past 
Grammarian Coach, Scott O’Neil 
(1999) and manager Krystal Kirkman (2004). Several 
other Past Grammarians played in the NWOB Reserve 
Grade team.

GRAMMAR OLD BOYS  It was fantastic to see so 
many Past Grammarians aligning with the club which 
was founded as Grammar Old Boys in 2000 under the 
leadership of past TGS Deputy Principal, the late Bill 
Muller and Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Stuart 
Durward AM QC. The foundation club Coach was Bill’s 
son, Liam (1993), who was assisted by former TGS  
Head of  Boarding, Chris Wilson.

NORTH WARD 
OLD BOYS RUBGY
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GRAMMAR 1 -  
GRAND FINAL WINNERS
Our Grammar 1 team was once again victorious in the 2021 Grand Final, following a fantastic 
season on the courts playing for the Black and Gold. Congratulations also to Grammar 7, losing their 
Grand Final by one point in triple overtime.

STATE TITLES
Grammar 1 players, Remy Arnold and Alyssa 
Golding, along with coach Sonya Lampton,  
competed in the State Titles:  Alyssa Golding - 
U16 Central Rays, Remy Arnold - U18 Bull Sharks, 
Sonya  Lampton - Head Coach U16 Central Rays.

VICKI WILSON CUP
Our Grammar 1 team competed at the Vicki Wilson 
Cup, with two wins against Mackay SHS and Ipswich 
Girls Grammar and two losses, going down to Matthew 
Flinders College and Somerset College. A great effort 
once again by Grammar 1. 

NETBALL
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NETBALL AWARDS
We celebrated our 2021 TGS Club Netball season the night before our Grammar 1 Grand Final win. Congratulations to our 
Netball Captain 2021, Remy Arnold, and special thanks to  our players, coaches, parents and supporters for an awesome 
2021 season playing for the Black & Gold.

Congratulations to our award recipients:

Most Valuable Netballer   Alyssa Golding

Grammar 1 Most Consistent   Alyssa Golding

Grammar 1 Best and Fairest   Waisie Miller

Grammar 2 Most Consistent   Bridie Moller

Grammar 2 Best and Fairest   Lucy Callan

Grammar 3 Most Consistent   Alexandra Holt

Grammar 3 Best and Fairest   Gayatri Menon

Grammar 4 Most Consistent   Sophie Bell

Grammar 4 Best and Fairest   Lilly Keats

Grammar 5 Most Consistent   Elisa Jacob

Grammar 5 Best and Fairest   Mia Humphrey

Grammar 6 Most Improved   Maria Kerwin

Grammar 6 Best and Fairest   Nina Jerome

Grammar 7 Most Improved   Elenore Locke

Grammar 7 Best and Fairest   Nicola Hitchcock

Grammar 8 Most Improved   Ella McDonald

Grammar 8 Best and Fairest   Libby Moller

Grammar 9 Most Improved   Layla Horsington

Grammar 9 Best and Fairest   Harper MacInnes

Grammar 10 Most Improved   Peyton Camm

Grammar 10 Best and Fairest   Lucia Parmegiani

Grammar 11 Most Improved   Sally Broad

Grammar 11 Best and Fairest   Clara Cumming

Grammar 12 Most Improved   Clara Win

Grammar 12 Best and Fairest   Annalise Robertson

Grammar 13 Most Improved   Ruby Blackshaw

Grammar 13 Best and Fairest   Manasee   
 Sivayoganathan

Grammar 14 Most Improved   Gwen Stevens

Grammar 14 Coach’s Award   Katherine Dowling

Grammar 15 Most Improved   Olivia Brennan

Grammar 15 Coach’s Award   Isla Hancock
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ROWING
HEAD OF THE 
RIVER 2021 
Our Rowers had a fantastic season competing for 
the Black and Gold, culminating with our Boys 
1st VIII winning the Head of the River 2021.

Congratulations to all of our crew, bringing home 
a swag of medals from the 2021 Head of the River 
Regatta in Townsville - 5 Gold, 2 Silver, 2 Bronze. Our 
Girls 1st VIII came second in the Head of the River 
race, with our Boys 1st VIII bringing home the Gold. 
It was a fantastic day, full of school spirit, with Black 
and Gold lining the river to cheer on our rowers.

NQ SCHOOLS 
ROWING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
This was the strongest ever TGS performance at 
the NQ Schools Rowing Championships. 

IN TOTAL OUR TEAM BROUGHT HOME:  
9 Gold medals, 9 Silver medals, 5 Bronze medals

• Bronze - Boys Year 11 Double Scull

• Silver - Girls Year 10 Quad

• Bronze - Sally Broad, Year 8 Girls Single Scull

• Gold - Gerard Hayes, Open Boys Single Scull

• Bronze - Lachlan Donnell, Wales Open Boys 
Single Scull

• Silver - Boys Year 11 Four

• Gold & Silver Year 10 Boys Double Sculls

TGS FINAL MEDALS: 

• Gold - Open Boys Four

• Gold - Year 10 Boys Four

• Silver - Girls Year 8 Double Scull

• Silver - Open Boys Quad

• Bronze - Girls 1st VIII
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QLD SCHOOLS STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS  
18 –20 SEPTEMBER 2021 
Straight off the back of the Head of the River, our 
Rowers travelled to Rockhampton to compete in the 
Queensland Schools State Championships, with  
some awesome results.

GOLD - CHAMPIONSHIP SCHOOLBOYS  
YEAR 10 FOUR (COXED) 
Charlie Maruff, Brian Hayes, Astin McClelland,  
Will Pascoe, Cox Sabeer Nayyar

SILVER - CHAMPIONSHIP SCHOOLBOYS  
YEAR 10 DOUBLE SCULL 
Astin McClelland and Will Pascoe

SILVER - CHAMPIONSHIPS SCHOOLBOYS OPEN 
SINGLE SCULL 
Gerard Hayes

GOLD - BOYS NQ U19 QUAD – INTERREGIONAL  
TEAM COMPETITION 
TGS NQ Representatives, Lachlan Donnell-Wales, 
Gerard Hayes and coxswain Erin Keogh

BRONZE YEAR 10 BOYS QUAD 
Will Pascoe, Astin McClelland, Charlie Maruff, Brian 
Hayes, Cox Skyla Corlis, Coach John Buchanan

GOLD - CHAMPIONSHIP SCHOOLBOYS  
OPEN DOUBLE SCULL 
Gerard Hayes and Lachlan Donnell-Wales 

BRONZE - BOYS VIII  
Brian Hayes, Lucas Browne, Astin McClelland, Daniel 
Kim, Conroy Terry, James Turnour, Gerard Hayes, 
Lachlan Donnell-Wales, Cox Sabeer Nayyar, Coaches 
Corby Green and Jayden Livock

 

to 

ROWING  
AWARDS 2021
Congratulations our 2021 Rowing Captains, 
Gerard Hayes and Erin Keogh on leading 
our TGS Club Rowing team through a stellar 
season. Congratulations to our 2021 Rowing 
Award recipients, and to their coaches and 
families for their incredible support.

Best Coxswain – Sabeer Nayyar

Most Valuable Female Rower – Naomi Kutash

Most Valuable Male Rower -  Gerard Hayes

Middle School Most Improved Female –  
Yasmin Eaton

Middle School Most Improved Male –  
Owen Valentine

Middle School Best Female – Sally Broad

Middle School Best Male – Charles Cronin

Senior School Most Improved Female –  
Georgia White

Senior School Most Improved Male –  
James Turnour

Senior School Best Female – Skyla Corlis

Senior School Best Male  - Astin McClelland 
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We experienced a magnificent night of music at 
the Townsville Civic Theatre, featuring vocal and 
instrumental ensembles. 

The show was directed by Samuel Blanch, with 
Ensemble Directors Kate Hamill, Rachel Cairns, Mark 
Smith, Megan Donnelly, Daniela McMahon, Fiona 
Burnett, Michelle Livingstone, Karin Croft and  
Simon Self.

FEATURING:

• Symphony Orchestra, Chamber Orchestra

• Big Band, Concert Bands

• Guitar Orchestra

• Wind Quartet, String Quartet

• Brass Ensemble, Andante Strings, Celtic Strings

• Minors & Majors Choirs, Grammar Mezzo Choir

• Senior Girls Choir, Grammar Singers

• The Elements Vocal Quartet

• Lezom Boys Vocal Group

GRAMMAR MUSIC 
SHOWCASE
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WE REMEMBER PAST GRAMMARIAN - MALCOLM MCCONAGHY

As is the tradition on ANZAC Day, our senior boarders once again visited the gravesite of Past Grammarian boarder, 
Malcolm McConachy, who died in service in the Vietnam War. Each ANZAC Day and Rememberance Day we gather as 
a school community to remember the 60 Past Grammarians who lost their lives in service.

LEST WE  
FORGET

FOOT FAMILY WW1 RIFLE DONATION

George Foot and his three brother were boarders at 
Townsville Grammar School.  Alexander, Henry, Eric  
and George Foot all served in the Great War, all  
bravely serving their King and country in the Gallipoli 
Campaign in 1915, some 116 years ago.

Alexander and Henry were both killed in action during 
this campaign. Their memory lives on at TGS, as one  
of the Boys’ Boarding dorms is named in their honour  
– Foot House.

Eric and George made their return home in the latter 
stages of the war.

At the final Year 12 Assembly for 2021, Laken Wilton, a distant relative of the Foot brothers,  presented the 
School with George’s service rifle, which the family has had restored. The family asked that the rifle be 
housed by the School as part of the new School House Museum.
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1956 SCHOOL BLAZER
Our sincerest thanks to Lyn Coomber and the Coomber family who donated Brian Coomber’s  
School blazer from 1956. 

Brian attended TGS in the ‘50s and was an active sports competitor, and the first cadet of the Arcadian 
Surf Life Saving Club in 1958. Brian was well known and respected in lifesaving circles and was awarded life 
membership of the Arcadian Surf Club, North Barrier Branch and Surf Lifesaving Queensland. 

1905 TGS  
BOOK PRIZE
Our sincerest thanks to Rex and  
Carol Henry who donated the book, 
Cook’s Voyage of Discovery, published  
in 1904 and presented to TGS student,  
A Wilson, by Headmaster PF Rowland  
as the 1905 Chemistry Prize.

ARCHIVES

Items of Townsville Grammar School memorabilia will be gratefully accepted, acknowledged and 
housed in our School House Museum, opening 2022.

SCHOOL MEMORABILIA
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SCHOOL HOUSE MUSEUM 
School House is due for partial completion in 2022, and will eventually include a School Museum. Former 
Head of Boarding, Mr Chris Wilson, is now working as the School’s Archivist.

Chris is collating thousands of photos, publications, documents and memorabilia, in preparation for our TGS 
Museum. We are always grateful to receive items of memorabilia from Past Grammarians. Contributions will be duly 
acknowledged and housed in the Museum.

SCHOOL MAGAZINES 
We are currently collating and preparing our School history collections. An integral record of this story is the 
 annual School Magazine.

We are either missing copies (or they are in poor condition), of the publications from  
the following years:

1960, 1961, 1963, 1964, 1966, 1971, 1979

If you have copies of the above and would like to donate them to the School, we would be greatly appreciative. 
Acknowledgement will be recorded in the donated magazine/s.

• Please include the following information:

• Name of the owner of the magazine (and maiden name, if applicable)

• The years the owner attended TGS

Townsville Grammar School 
Att: Chris Wilson 
45 Paxton Street  North Ward Qld 4810

There are a number of older publications that we would love to aquire to supplement our collections. All donations of 
School Magazines, books and prizes will be housed  in our School Museum. 
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67TH ANNUAL 
McKIMMIN MILE
This year was the 67th running of the McKimmin Mile 
at the North Ward Campus, an event that has been 
held since 1954, in memory of Past Grammarian, Alan 
McKimmin.

Congratulations to our Middle & Senior School 
winners:

• Sally Broad - Year 9 Hodges

• Angus Richardson - Year 9 Whight 

• Madeline Mathews - Years 11 Miller

• Gabriel Diedrick - Year 11 Whight 

The McKimmin Mile was initiated by Headmaster, 
Maurie Blank, to commemorate the memory of Alan 
McKimmin, a student who died in 1945, aged 17. 

Alan was the seventh member of the family enrolled 
at Townsville Grammar School, the first McKimmin 
enrolling in 1902. Alan’s father, EJ McKimmin, was 
a Trustee from 1944 to 1951. At the time of Alan’s 
death, the McKimmin family donated funds to the 
School to establish the McKimmin Memorial in the 
Quadrangle.

For the first 30 years of the race, only boys were 
allowed to run. In 1985, a separate race for girls was 
introduced by Headmaster, Alan Morwood. The prize 
for winning was a Parker pen and pencil set and was 
keenly contested!

As student enrolments grew, the number of 
students taking part in the McKimmin Mile naturally 
increased. Today, the race is no longer an actual 
‘mile,’ but the spirit of the race lives on.

COLIN BINGHAM 
MEDALLISTS
Congratulations to the recipients of the Colin 
Bingham Medallists in this year’s Townsville 
Grammar School Junior Writing Competition. 

Year 6 - Dineli Sendanayake & Kris Ram

Year 5 - Shaarika Senthil & Aditya Pattnaik

Year 4 - Tien Ern Chan & Eloan de Vine

Year 3 - Mikhaila Miller & Aiden John Binil

The students have each received a Colin Bingham 
Medal, named in honour of Past Grammarian, Mr 
Colin Bingham, who was a boarder from 1913-1916. 
His love of writing developed into a distinguished 
career as a journalist and WWII War Correspondent.

Our 2021 Medalists will join our Colin Bingham 
Medalists Honour Roll.

SCHOOL  
TRADITIONS
In memory of Past Grammarians
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PAST  
GRAMMARIAN NEWS
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ERNEST MICHAEL HOOLIHAN OAM 

Congratulations to Uncle Ernest 
Hoolihan, Past Grammarian, on 
receiving this NAIDOC 2021 award - 
Male Elder of the Year.

Uncle Ernest Hoolihan was the 
first Indigenous student to attain a 
scholarship with Townsville Grammar 
School in 1949. Uncle Ernest is listed 
on the School’s Honour Board for 
Past Grammarians who have been 
awarded an Order of Australia.

In 1973, Ernest and his late wife 
Maud established Yumba-Meta 
Limited, a service that provides long 
term affordable accommodation to 
disadvantaged people.

Today he continues to make 
significant contributions to the 
advancement of individual wellbeing 
in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities. (Source: National 
NAIDIOC Facebook 4 December, 2021)

DAN MCKELLAR - WALLABIES

Ahead of the Wallabies V Argentina clash in 
Townsville in September, TGS Principal, Tim 
Kelly, had a chat with Wallabies Forwards 
coach, Dan McKellar (12/1993), about his life 
as a Day student and a Boarder at Townsville 
Grammar School, and his rugby union journey 
which began at the School. The video can be 
found on the Past Grammarians Facebook 
Group page.

STEPHANIE KERSHAW - HOCKEYROOS

We were excited to welcome back Past 
Grammarian (2012) Stephanie Kershaw who 
also happens to be a Hockeyroo!

Steph spent some time with our Hockey@
Grammar team and donated an Olympic singlet 
signed by the members of the Hockeyroos -  
a gift we will treasure.

DONNA ARDLEY (1977 RETIREMENT)

We bid farewell to a very special 
member of our Grammar community in 
May 2021 - Mrs Donna Ardley.  Donna 
is a Past Grammarian (Class of 1977), 
her three children have all attended 
TGS and she retired from her role as a 
Teacher Aide at our Annandale Campus 
after 24 years (foundation staff 
member).

Pic: Donna Ardley with Principal, Timothy Kelly, 
and Head of Junior School, Noel Nethery.

29



JOSH & NAOMI 
AGOSTINO

We congratulate Past 
Grammarian, Josh 
Agostino (1999), and 
his wife Naomi (TGS 
Teacher) on the arrival 
of their baby boy,  
Sebastian.

JODIE SAVILLE (2008)

Jodie married Chris Woods on Saturday, 6 
February 2021 at Sirromet Winery in Mount 
Cotton. Eight weeks later, Chris donated a 
life-saving kidney to Jodie, who had been 
battling kidney disease for three years. The 
operation was successful and the couple are 
happily looking to have a family in the future.

Pic: Jodie Saville and Chris Woods

CARA DOHNALEK (2016)

Cara was featured in 2021 Australian National University Student  
Stories series. 

Cara is graduating with a Bachelor of Visual Arts (majoring in painting) and a 
Bachelor of Finance (majoring in Quantitative Finance) and in this article talks 
about the experience of combining two opposite degrees and the importance of 
embracing difference. 

“I love that creative aspect of building a brand and building the visual identity 
because that’s what our society is now – we’re very visual. So the Bachelor of 
Visual Arts has definitely taught me a lot including the importance of visual 
iconography and symbolism, colours; everything to do with it and how important 
it is to target audiences and stuff like that.”

MR & MRS ORMONDE  (2012)

(Shared by Kacey Maree Photography – May 2021)

They first met in Year 10 when they were in 
Form class together. They shared the bus to 
school for two years before they went on their 
first date. A couple of dates later, and at a 
party one night, Kyle said to Ally, “Did you know 
I can predict the future and tomorrow I can see 
that we will be boyfriend and girlfriend.”

Nearly 10 years later they were standing in 
their old School, as husband and wife. 

JENNIFER COKER (2007)

Members of Grammar Singers sang at the wedding of Past 
Grammarian (2007) Jennifer Coker to Brent Bertolissio at 
St James' Cathedral,  June 2021. 
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VALE ROLAND WILSON (1979)

Roland was a boarder prefect and 100 
metres champion in his final year at 
Townsville Grammar. He joined the Royal 
Australian Air Force, and served 30 
years, reaching Warrant Officer Medic. 
He completed tours of Iraq, Rwanda and 
Afghanistan. Roland has twin daughters 
and five grandchildren.

VALE KEITH DE LACY AM (1957)

Townsville Grammar School joins with the wider community 
in acknowledging the passing of Past Grammarian, former 
Treasurer of Queensland, Mr Keith De Lacy AM.

Mr De Lacy was an MP for 15 years, and Queensland Treasurer 
from 1989-1996. After politics, Mr De Lacy had a business 
career as a Director and Chair of a range of companies, 
including President of the Australian Institute of Company 
Directors, receiving the organisation’s Gold Medal.

Mr De Lacy was awarded a Member of the Order of Australia in 
2006 for his services in Queensland, and has been described 
as a ‘true champion of the north’.

A MILESTONE  –  
NORTH SHORE CAMPUS
This year, our North Shore Campus reached a milestone, growing to offer the full complement of year levels, from 
Pre-Prep to Year 6. Our first Year 6 cohort, pictured on their final day of school,  has set the foundation for future 
years as our North Shore community continues to grow.

Bonus Intra 
Melior Exi
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Reunion  
2022

FRIDAY 12 & SATURDAY 13 AUGUST

A Reunion Weekend for all Past Grammarians, with a special focus on the 
graduating classes of years ending in 2.

Further information will be advertised on the TGS website and  
Townsville Past Grammarians Facebook group.

Past Grammarians Association
45 Paxton Street,  

North Ward  Qld  4810

pastgrammarians@tgs.qld.edu.au

 Townsville Past Grammarians

 TGS.QLD.EDU.AU/PASTGRAMMARIANS

PAST 
GRAMMARIANS


