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This is fantastic news, as we begin the process of returning to normal school 
life.  It is fair to acknowledge that the beginning of this term has been very 
challenging for everyone in our community – students, parents and school 
staff.  From my perspective, the manner in which the Grammar community has 
responded to these challenges has been outstanding.  Our students have been 
able to adapt to a new mode of learning very quickly, well supported by their 
families.  The work of school staff should not be underestimated – to redevelop 
courses and content, to upskill in a variety of technologies and to adapt teaching 
strategies to meet the needs of the new educational environment, in a matter of 
weeks, has been a huge task and the response from staff has been tremendous.  
As with all challenges, there are opportunities and there are many things that 
we can take from this period of time that will be of great benefit in the future.    

Over the last few weeks, I have been asked a number of times why, as an 
independent school, we don’t re-open as the prevalence of Coronavirus remains 
quite low in the local area.  Part of the reason we have not opened is actually as 
a result of the historical foundations of the School.  The Chairman of the School’s 
Board of Trustees, Judge Stuart Durward QC AM, recently prepared some 
information regarding the School’s background.  In this paper, Judge Durward 
wrote the following:

The Grammar Schools Act 1860 was passed by Queensland’s first parliament 
in 1860 and allowed for the establishment of a grammar school in any town 
where 1,000 pounds could be raised by the local community.  Ten grammar 
schools were opened between 1863 (the first was Ipswich Grammar School) 
and 1892.  Two of those schools ceased in the 1930s.  Townsville Grammar School 
was, of course, opened in 1888.

The Board of Trustees is a body corporate.  It is a Statutory body and governs the 
School.  The Board members (3 elected and 4 nominated) are appointed by the 
Governor-in-Council on the advice of the Minister for Education.  Nevertheless, 
the Grammar Schools Act provides that the school is an Independent 
School.  The school is a member of the 'The Grammar Schools of Queensland 
Association' as are the other remaining seven original grammar schools in 
Queensland.  The Board has the customary powers that are similar to other 
corporate bodies, subject however to specific Ministerial powers of intervention 
and regulation: we must notify the Minister about financial viability matters 
(s34), we must provide information to the Minister upon request (s35), and we 
are subject to Directions issued by the Minister (s36).  

In addition to this, leading advocates for independent schools, Independent 
Schools Queensland (ISQ) and the Association of Heads of Independent Schools 
(AHISA) have sought legal advice on the re-opening of schools prior to directions 
provided by the government.  This has been provided to schools and, whilst the 
advice is extensive, in summary schools were advised the following: 

Each school should place a lot of weight on guidance material and directions 
from the Department of Health and the Chief Medical Officer in that school’s 
State or Territory.  Schools should also carefully consider any guidance material 
published by their State or Territory Department of Education or safety 
regulator.  If the recommendation in a particular State is that staff and students 
should remain off-campus, then a school in that State should comply with that 
recommendation unless the school’s risk assessment clearly indicates another 
course of action.

I am very much looking forward to the School resuming normal operations 
over the coming weeks and welcoming all of our students back to school as 
the government gradually releases the restrictions placed on schools as well as 
the broader community.  We have much to do and to look forward to for the 
remainder of the year. 

Compassion
In the news recently the mental health of our society has been a matter of great 
concern in this period of social isolation and physical distancing.  One of our 
Wellbeing themes recently has been Mindfulness and this forms an important 
part of our Positive Education pastoral care framework.  In reflecting upon this 
myself it struck me that you do not see too many people on the streets begging 
in Townsville.  There are certainly homeless people living here but generally they 
are not highly visible unless you know where to look.  However, in many major 
cities around the world there are homeless people who survive by begging from 
strangers. 

A long while ago I spent some time living in London.  The suburb I lived in 
was called Camden, just north of the city.  Camden is quite well known for its 
Sunday markets and reasonably lively social life – it is apparently where the punk 
movement originated.  There is a canal that runs through Camden and living by 
the canal and the streets of Camden were a lot of homeless people.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents

As I write this newsletter article on a beautiful Autumn morning in Townsville, news has come through that school will be re-opening for 
Pre-Prep, Prep, Year 1, Year 11 and Year 12 students next week.



It was commonplace on the way to work, or at the entrance to the Tube or 
on the Tube to see people begging.  At first, as a newcomer, I took notice of 
these people and was concerned about their welfare but after a while I became 
more local and absorbed into the busyness of the city.  I became very focussed 
on what I was doing or where I was going and in many ways these people 
blended into the landscape and no longer stood out; you became hardened, 
less compassionate, less caring.  They were just another aspect of life in London. 

Recently, I watched a video of a speech by Daniel Goleman who is a psychologist 
and author of the book Emotional Intelligence.  I quote here directly from his 
speech:

There was a very important study done a while ago at Princeton Theological 
Seminary that speaks to why it is that when all of us have so many opportunities 
to help, we do sometimes, and we don't other times.  A group of divinity students 
at the Princeton Theological Seminary were told that they were going to give 
a practice sermon and they were each given a sermon topic.  Half of those 
students were given, as a topic, the parable of the Good Samaritan: the man 
who stopped to help the stranger in need by the side of the road.  Half were 
given random topics.  Then one by one, they were told they had to go to another 
building and give their sermon.  As they went from the first building to the 
second, each of them passed a man who was bent over and moaning, clearly 
in need.  The question is: Did they stop to help?

What turned out to determine whether someone would stop and help a 
stranger in need was how much of a hurry they thought they were in - were 
they feeling they were late, or were they absorbed in what they were going to 
talk about.  And this is, I think, the predicament of our lives: that we don't take 
every opportunity to help, because our focus is in the wrong direction.

He then went on to tell another story:

It was a Friday - at the end of the day, I went down - I was going down to 
the subway.  It was rush hour and thousands of people were streaming down 
the stairs.  And all of a sudden as I was going down the stairs I noticed that 
there was a man slumped to the side, shirtless, not moving, and people were 
just stepping over him - hundreds and hundreds of people.  And because 
my urban trance had been somehow weakened, I found myself stopping to 
find out what was wrong.  The moment I stopped, half a dozen other people 
immediately ringed the same guy.  And we found out that he was Hispanic, he 
didn't speak any English, he had no money, he'd been wandering the streets 
for days, starving, and he's fainted from hunger.  Immediately someone went 
to get orange juice, someone brought a hotdog, someone brought a subway 
cop.  This guy was back on his feet immediately.  But all it took was that simple 
act of noticing. 

What can we do to increase our level of compassion?

There was an excellent show on the ABC a few years ago called Making Australia 
Happy.  Three of Australia’s leading “happiness” experts had been set a challenge: 
take eight people from Australia's unhappiest area and give them the tools to 
become happier.

They all lived within the Marrickville area in Sydney but were unknown to 
each other.  The group represented a range of ages, backgrounds and life 
circumstances.  What they shared in common was the desire to get happy.  After 
screening for clinical depression and mental health issues, eight individuals 
were selected who were "relatively unhappy but ready for change".

One of the techniques proven to help all of these people to feel happier was 
Mindfulness.  Mindfulness means paying attention with openness, curiosity and 
flexibility – showing interest in others.  This simple but challenging quality is 
basically what is required for us all to be more compassionate – being more 
aware or mindful of our surrounds and the people in them.  Being mindful of our 
own words and actions and particularly those of others.  Given the steady diet 
of grim statistics and social isolation that has focussed us all on our own health 
and our own hand hygiene, as we emerge from the chrysalis that the COVID-19 
threat has woven around us all, I encourage all in our community to take time 
to look around, gain an understanding of others, listen carefully and care about 
others.  Being Mindful will then not only build your own sense of happiness, but 
will contribute to the happiness of all of those with whom you share your space.

Take time to look around, gain an understanding of others, to listen carefully 
and to care.

Yours sincerely

Timothy J. Kelly 
Principal



This term has seen us embracing change.  The normality of school transport, 
uniforms, lunches and schoolwork has changed in a way no one could have 
imagined.  Parents' work arrangements along with children’s work environments 
have changed to the point where it is so nice to hear that students want to be 
back ‘at School’.  This is a rarity within my household after a school holiday, but 
I also have three children who are struggling to adapt to the current situation.  
The reason I mention this before explaining some organisational matters from 
the School is that, more than ever, (unless you have homeschooled your child 
before) we have a massive change in ‘Culture’ within our families.

All parents and children are impacted in some way.  Therefore, everyone is 
experiencing change, which often is not the case and certainly not something 
we know how to celebrate nor readily see as being positive.  Assessing and 
building our Family Culture during this time is something in which we all have 
a part to play and we will see the benefits of in the future.

Never before have I ever played so much table tennis, walked every morning (to 
just get out of the house), done small jobs that I have delayed or played board 
games.  I have never before planned for the school day not knowing what it 
would look like and how many students would arrive on campus.

I have spent more time of late reading articles and listening to some very wise 
scholars comment on how 2020 will shape the future.  I stumbled across this 
statement on the Family Court of Australia website, addressing the importance 
of harmony between parents.  

I was looking into this issue as a recent news report indicated a spike in domestic 
violence reports.  Given increased pressures on families, extra time forced at 
home and not being able to have children at school I was alarmed at what I read.

In families where there is a high level of conflict and animosity between parents, 
children are at a greater risk of developing emotional, social and behavioural 
problems, as well as difficulties with concentration and educational 
achievement.  (familycourt.gov.au)

The issues of COVID-19 will not disappear quickly.  Whilst school, at some stage 
soon, will recommence with normal classes, will all our children return with 
positive experiences?  I am not a school counsellor nor psychologist, but I am 
a person who deals with issues with students and families and, as such, I see 
the direct impact that negative actions and emotions can have on people.  
Staff at the School, like medical professionals and all essential workers, are in 
a workplace which has changed dramatically.  Your children, who may already 
be under pressure, are feeling even more of a heightened sense of worry.  This 
will not dissipate quickly.  Therefore I urge us all (my family as well) to consider 
the following points when trying to create an atmosphere of peace (humility, 
gentleness and patience) and a healthy home culture.

Headspace Australia highlights the following points for supporting children and 
ourselves;

1. Stay connected with peers

2. Stay involved in activities or create new ones.

3. Encourage physical activity

4. Establish a regular routine

I know these are not easy and certainly we have to change how we do some of 
these (I am only just getting my head around ‘Zoom’ meetings with family and 
friends), but they will bring about a better sense of self.  In addition they will:

1. Give us a positive outlook on the day amidst the issues we face

2. Provide peace when there is potential for conflict

3. Allow us to change our outlook on the issues in our lives

4. Support others and, in turn, receive support.

Thank you to all families for your support of your child at this time.  We recognise 
that it is not easy and certainly there are issues to resolve each and every day.  
Please make contact with the School if we can assist you as parents as you 
support your child academically, socially or emotionally. 

FROM THE ACTING DEPUTY PRINCIPAL / HEAD OF SCHOOL



ANZAC Day
Thank you to the Boarders who lined Paxton Street, the countless families who shared their images of standing in their driveway and the students and staff who 
compiled the ANZAC video for Townsville Grammar School.  Whilst we did not commemorate this event with School Assemblies and the march on The Strand, we did 
recognise the 60 fallen Past Grammarians and the selfless military commitment that has been part of the School for 132 years.

Parent/Teacher Interviews (North Ward)
With the inability to meet face-to-face in the Centenary Gymnasium, staff are working their way through contacting families (phone/Teams video meetings) who 
indicated they would like Parent/Teacher contact.  Staff are doing their best to support your child at this time, under very different conditions.  Should you have 
concerns with the academic progress or social/emotional health of your child, please contact the School and the correct person will be in contact.

Years 7-12 Pro Diligentia Awards 
Contratulations to the following student for your dedication, resulting in a Pro Diligentia Award for work habits and commitment in Term 1.

YEAR 7
Abdullah Al Itmam
Beatrice Arnold
Campbell Barrett
Samuel Bell
Joel Brandi
Harry Bunday
Cody Collins
Helen Dick
Audrey Edwards
Clara Hacon
Lucinda Horn
Hannah Howie
Ruby Ironside
Lynisa Kennedy
Matthew Lai
Esha Malghan
Holley Milivojevic
Kate O'Dempsey
Finn Oltvolgyi
Kritika Ponangi
Daksh Sinha
Christopher Taylor
Sion Yu

YEAR 8
Yumindi Bandara
Kiran Bartlett
Olivia Brennan
Sophie Brewer

Zihan Cheng
Liam Clements
Poppy Costello
Charles Cronin
Jett Dawson
Christian de Jersey
Luke Ferguson
Georgia Gleeson
Caitlyn Halfpenny
Grace Harding
Nina Jerome
Boedy Johnston
Phoebe Kent
Joel Koen
Aiden Malone
Sienna McCallum
Lilli McClelland
Jasmine McMahon
Finn Mitchell
Max Mowat
Sara Napier
Minhyung Oh
Asha Patel
India Pelling
Carissa Rasalam
James Rasalam
Angus Richardson
Vivienne Roehr
James Roveda
Sunint Sandhu

Lane Scott
Ina Singh
Ned Smith
Yohance Vimalesh
Isabella Wong
Tanvi Yadav

YEAR 9
Reg Alcock
Samuel Andrews
Sophie Bell
Max Blackshaw
Georgina Brooks
Georgie Coates
Samara Coates
Victoria Coates
Madeline Connery
Nils Cumming
Paige Dreyer
Brian Gali
Katie Gordon
Brian Hayes
Grace Ironside
Victoria Isaac
Grace Jepson
Ponni Karthikeyan
Coen Kearnan
Jonathan Kenneally
Harper Muller
Liem Nguyen

Kate Pierotti
Joshua Poletto
Scarlett Pountney
Thomas Rimmer
Kaylee Robertson
Billie Tristram
Shreya Urkude

YEAR 10
Chloe Booshand
Isabella Jones
Brandon Lindsay
Madeline Mathews
Gayatri Menon
Thomas Middleton
Caitlin Murry
Emma Paas
Nicholas Rose
Tommaso Severati
Ashmith Sivayoganathan
Donalise Suk
Ivan Wong
Ella Yore

YEAR 11
Arav Ahuja
Caitlin Ainsworth
Remy Arnold
Joshua Bourquin
Elise Chambers

Tsz Wun (Cedric) Cheng
Chloe Crocker
Alden English
Emma George-Edds
Gerard Hayes
Christian Hensman
Ciara Kavanagh
Amelia Kelly
Erin Keogh
Ava Lago
Xanthe Lamari
Solokara (Nayana) Lankathilake
Hai Le Cong
Savahna Lee
Yiwei (Alan) Lin
Monty McCormick
Regan Short
Sophie Trayner
Grace Tudehope

YEAR 12
Hannah Anear                         
Ivana Byak                          
Taylah Cuttell
Ruby Kenway                        
Lara Lam
Joshua Rasalam                       
Sarah Timothy                       
Sarah Waddell                       
Elsa Zaman                         

Pro Diligentia Award Recipients 2020



YEAR 7
Sharav Ahuja
Olivia Arnaboldi
Matilda Arnold
Audrey Bartsch
Sally Broad
Rose Cameron
Oscar Caniato
Matilda Costello
Clara Cumming
Jenna Curtis
Ruth Harris
Loren Holden
Olivia Horn
Lucy Jepson
Febisola Kazum
Mila Kerlen
Maria Kerwin
Erin Maidment
Sarah Marshman
Ruby Menzies
Libbeth Moller
Zarah Moller
Chaehui Moon
Gemma Morris
Isabella Morris
Rohan Nalavade
Loc Nguyen
Arjun Nigam
Quincie O'Leary
Harini Ramesh
Anjali Rao
Vienne Richardson
Erica Round
Jorja Scott
Myles Segal
Sophia (Winnie) Shaw
William Smith
Ava Verzeletti
Emma Warne
Chelsea Williams

YEAR 8
Monette Alloway
Amali Burch
Dylan Carey
Alyssa Curtis
Yasmin Eaton
Ned Fairley
Helena Fon
Ludivin Gray
Maxwell Hanks
Nicola Hitchcock
Naomi Kutash
Ruby Lane
Elenore Locke
Anirudh Mallya
Charlotte McDarra
Ted Muller
Jasmine Musumba
Cate Rose
Ashna Sabesan
Catherine Shaw

YEAR 9
Elsa Baker
Isabella Baker
Freya Boggild
Sienna Caniato
Drew Carmichael
Skyla Corlis
Phillipa Dowling
Sum Ki (Mina) Fung
Saachi Hira
Elisa Jacob
Rhea Joshi
Tara Kelly
Solokara (Sulakshana) Lankathilake
Kuba Leete
Mia McKinnon
Sabeer Nayyar
Pip Negri
David Nugent
Audrey Richardson Schulz

Aimee Segal
Amy Vollmerhause
Ella Wachenfeld
Clement Wong

YEAR 10
Ella Alessio
Harris Beaney
Charlotte Blakiston
Olivia Bowater
Helen Brandi
Luke Carroll
Hayley Fittler
Hasindi Gamage
Philippa Jhinku
Claire Jiang
Estelle Kent
Daniel Kim
Nandan Kumar
Hollie Laffy
Amelia Likely
Darcy Locke
Jonathan Ly
Jorja Maidment
Krishnan Menon
Mykenzie Moller
Jasper Naessens
Minha Oh
Halimat Olaniyan
Shakira Parkinson
Tejal Pillai
Michael Pretorius
Dylan Rao
Lily Roehr
Ananya Suvarna
Thomas Taylor
Lauren To
Suin Yu

YEAR 11
Millie Andrews
Ella Banks

Samuel Brooks
Lucy Callan
Luis Castaneda
Casey Chappell
Man Tung (Phyllis) Chen
Wasifa Chowdhury
Olivia Conyers
Phoebe Evans
Matthew Ferguson
Thomas Gray
Ashani Hazratwala
Sarah Jacob
Rui (Priscilla) Jiang
Hyunwoo (David) Jung
Alina Konovalov
Jemima Krzyzanski
Sasha Lea-Rowell
Lily Leavers
Daniel Lee
Tammy Lee
Oliver Livingstone
Caelan Malone
Ka Ho (Ivan) Man
Charlotte Meade
Ally Minuzzo
Het Patel
Ellise Pickering
Sneha Ranabhat
Lily Reeves
Amelie Richardson Schulz
Jazzmin Rose
Maeghan Saldumbide
Aparna Sankar
Aimee Smith
Lachlan Taylor
Neshi Weerasooriya
Brianna Williams
Hyeonggeun Yun

YEAR 12
Alka Abraham
Sophy Barlow

Harrison Baxter
Macey Bennett
Alyssa Binder
Victoria Bonyhai
Leonardo Borello Busilacchi
Lachlan Carey 
Emma Carr
Lucinda Carter
Hin Wah Gordon Chan
Chi Ho (Kevin) Cheng
Adiba Chowdhury
Amy Cummins
Eloise Dale
Sophie de Jersey
Katrina Diprose
Ethan Doran 
Isabella Dowling
Imogen Fern
Adam Fittler
Mathishi Gamaetige
Georgia Gorrie
Sarah Hultgren 
Diya Iyer
Elizabeth Kenneally
Sophie Kent
Emily Lafferty 
Chiara Larkin
Phoebe Lavender 
Daniella Maskell
Maya Miller
Kasmira Mudd
Katerina Plumb 
Felix Pountney 
Emily Price 
Ashleigh Richardson
Chelsea Smith 
Anna Umetskaya
Riya Urkude
Lachlan Vowell
Amy Welch 
Lachlan Williams 
Jiaxin (Amber) Yuan

Pro Summa Diligentia Award Recipients 2020

MR CONNOR BARRETT
connor.barrett@tgs.qld.edu.au
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Introduction
As some would say “A change is as good as a holiday”.  However, starting my role 
as Director of Studies in the middle of a worldwide pandemic and transitioning 
to online learning has been anything but a holiday!  I would like to thank the TGS 
community for their warm welcome, support and well wishes and I look forward 
to working with you all.

Online Learning@TGS
At the start of Term 2, we released our Parent and Student Guides to online 
learning along with two videos to explain the use of the Access Timetables for 
each Year Level.  These timetables were developed taking into account feedback 
from a number of national and international schools who had been working 
online for some time.  Timetabling our existing teaching model would not work 
in an online format as lesson preparation takes a great deal more time, students 
need time to work independently and we believe that adopting a range of 
lesson types is more advantageous for students' learning.

In the Access Timetables there are a number of compulsory sessions for students 
where some subject areas are using direct instruction, others are conducting 
face-to-face discussions, and many are using these sessions for question and 
answer meetings.  All students are expected to be present for these sessions.  
However, they are recorded for those who run into internet connection difficulties 
and are unable to access.  We have provided numerous optional sessions for 
students to make contact with their classroom teachers, as we understand that 
this relationship is important for both students and teachers.  These optional 
meetings are often timetabled with a number of subjects during one timeslot. 
Students are encouraged to use these sessions whenever the need arises and 
also to move freely between Teams when they are in progress.  A number 
of these optional sessions are also recorded.  As a School we will continue to 
monitor the timetable and be flexible where needed.

The use of School email, our Moodle platform and Microsoft Teams has been 
embraced by both staff and students and we have seen the development of 
some wonderful learning experiences for students.  No doubt some of these will 
endure long after the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted and schooling returns to 
our normal operations.

Year 12 Assessment
I recently emailed all parents and students of our Year 12 cohort with an 
assessment update.  There have been a number of changes for Year 12 QCAA 
students over the past few weeks with regards to internal assessment for 2020. 
The QCAA instructed schools to drop one Internal Assessment item from the 
General Subjects and the School was provided guidance as to what our options 
were for each of these subjects.

Whilst the QCAA continue to keep schools informed, we understand that 
this is a difficult time for all students undergoing the new SATE system.  The 
teaching staff at Townsville Grammar School have been reviewing the internal 
assessment timelines, given that we are now learning online, for the first part of 
this term and a number of assessment tasks were adjusted.

If you have any academic concerns regarding your child, please do not hesitate 
to contact me.

DR CAROLYN MOORES
carolyn.moores@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF STUDIES
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It has been a very steady beginning to Term 2, albeit somewhat different to the norm.  Students who are learning, both at home and at school, have now settled into 
a routine.  I think this is half the battle - getting into a comfortable routine, no matter where we are studying.  Staff are working very hard at delivering programs both 
for online and at-school students.  However, we have a very collaborative system where all staff are extremely supportive of each other and unafraid to jump into 
unfamiliar roles.

Whereas calendared events have either been cancelled or postponed for this early part of Term 2, we are still managing to have virtual assemblies, cross country fun 
runs and other fun activities where possible.  

Recently we emailed all Junior School parents at Annandale a link to our ANZAC Day video and  Pro Diligentia Awards Assembly.  We look forward to continuing to 
send video links of events around the School from week to week.

Please remember the key ingredient at this point in time is continual contact and communication with each other.

I hope you all remain safe and healthy over this next period of time.

Years 4-6 Pro Diligentia Awards
Contratulations to the following student for your dedication, resulting in a Pro Diligentia Award for work habits and commitment in Term 1.

FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

MR NOEL NETHERY
noel.nethery@tgs.qld.edu.au

YEAR 4
Aanya Bhat 
Aaron Binil 
Alisha Golingi-Ong 
Joshua Kwa 
Ava McKee 
Suravi Pandey 
Tenille Round 
Shaarika Senthil 
Ayesha Senthuran 
Manasee Sivayoganathan 

YEAR 5
Priya Anand 
Stella Brennan 

Annabelle Brown 
Kalea Burch 
Rasika Chaudhary 
Mia Clive 
Noah Dimmock 
Lily Foreman 
Achyuthan Ilamurugu
Mysha Jain 
Majella Jerome 
Myn Jeong Kim 
Lily-Grace Mahne 
Seanna Malone 
Poppy Morris 
Tushaar Nalavade 
Thomas Pelling 
Kris Ram 

Eric Roehr 
Julia Richardson 
Annalise Robertson
Macushla Scott 
Riley Sexton 
Mellanie Simon 
Flynn Wilkinson 
Clara Win

YEAR 6
Aspyn Bell 
Noah Boggild 
Luella Bright 
Jessica Carrington 
Cate Cronin 
Joshua Dreyer 

Grace Higgins 
Hargun Kaur 
Ranu Khanna 
Andrea Musumba 
James Nugent 
Mahalia Poppi 
Ashmetha Prabhaharan 
Shreeya Ranabhat 
Advaita Sadhu 
Ashni Weerasooriya 

Pro Diligentia Award Recipients 2020
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Welcome
Following the recent holiday period, we welcome three new students and their 
families to the North Shore Campus and, particularly, welcome them into our 
thriving North Shore Campus community - Kavina Bharathi, George Holmkvist 
(1/2020) and Ruby Parker (4/2020).  I am sure that our students and their families 
will be excited to welcome them to our campus!

Art in a Suitcase - Katya Venter
Our thanks to Katya Venter for visiting to deliver the ‘Art in a Suitcase’ program 
on behalf of Townsville’s Perc Tucker Gallery.  Katya had the chance to work with 
all of our students who were at school on Tuesday, 31 March.  The students all 
produced some beautiful paper flowers under her direction and took these 
home at the end of the day to share with friends and family.

Visiting Author - Ian McIntosh
Our thanks also to Townsville author, Ian McIntosh, for visiting the School and 
working with our Year 1 to 5 students on creative writing.  We were thrilled to 
have a published author working with us and loved the fresh way he inspired 
our young people both online and in class to be creative and think a little more 
‘out of the box’.  Ian donated a copy of his book The Little Kangaroo to our School 
Library and will return later in the year as a part of our Book Week celebrations.

Green Space
Following the Easter holidays, the students and their families were thrilled to 
see the construction of the fencing around the new green space at North Shore 
was nearly completed.  Our first Physical Education lessons were completed 
on the new space on the first Friday of term and we look forward to using the 
space more and more during lessons and breaktimes as our maturing Campus 
continues to flourish and expand.

MR GILES DERRETT
giles.derrett@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE HEAD OF CAMPUS - NORTH SHORE
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Light up the Dawn – ANZAC Day
Twenty-one boarders and boarding staff joined many of our North Ward 
neighbours in lighting up the dawn on ANZAC Day.  As it was for the whole 
country, it was a different way of coming together in commemoration of not 
only our Past Grammarians' sacrifice and service, but that of all those who have 
served our nation in times of conflict. 
The morning was put together by Ms Cadogan and Mr Ellems, who organised 
candles, poppies and service recording.  Afterwards boarders and staff enjoyed a 
hearty breakfast prepared by our resident MasterChef, Mr Thompson. 

Virtual Coffee – Boarder Parents
Last Friday, 16 parents joined boarding staff for an informal chat and coffee, 
online using ZOOM.  It was a great opportunity to debrief as a community and 
discuss a wide range of topics after the first week of home-based learning. 

The event was so well received we will continue to hold a “Virtual Coffee” every 
Friday at 4:00pm AEST.  Please check your inbox for further details and access 
password.  If you have not yet received this information, contact Boarding 
Reception. 

TEAM Meetings and Assemblies for Boarders 
 • 3 May - Boarder Council, 7:00pm 

 • 10 May - Boarder Assembly, 7:00pm

 • 17 May - Year 12 Meeting, 7:00pm

 • 24 May - Boarder Assembly, 7:00pm

 • 31 May - Boarder Council, 7:00pm

MR JAYE BEUTEL
jaye.beutel@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE HEAD OF BOARDING
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Thank you so much to the whole of the Grammar community as we work our 
way through these very interesting times.  The measured way in which our 
families have approached the necessary restrictions imposed by the COVID-19 
pandemic has been heartening and the ongoing support of everything that 
our School is working hard to do has given us all many reasons to be proud and 
hopeful moving forward out of this.

You can be certain that your children will carry with them, forever, a roadmap for 
themselves of how to calmly face a crisis and how to be accepting and willing to 
set aside selfish “wants” for the greater community “needs”. 

There are many costs to the COVID-19 pandemic but there will also be many 
benefits as well and these are the things that we can begin to see shining 
through.

I am personally very proud to be a member of our great Grammar community 
right now and have drawn a sense of optimism for our future by seeing how our 
students have been so resilient as well.

Scholarships and Bursaries for 2021
As always, each year the Board of Trustees makes available a number of 
scholarships and bursaries to assist families to have their children attend 
Townsville Grammar School.

The full list of information regarding Scholarships and Bursaries to Townsville 
Grammar School is available on the School’s website at:

https://www.tgs.qld.edu.au/enrolments/scholarships/scholarships-bursaries/

In particular it is worth noting that the closing date for the Academic Scholarships 
Round 2 is coming up shortly.  If you missed the first round of scholarship 
examinations in February then this is your final opportunity for those with 
children entering Year 7 or Year 11 in 2021.

Applications close on Monday, 18 May at 5:00pm.

https://www.tgs.qld.edu.au/enrolments/scholarships/academic-scholarships/

Postponed - Black & Gold Mothers’ Day Luncheon 
Sadly, restrictions on restaurants have meant that we have postponed our 2020 
Black & Gold Mothers’ Day Lunch.  We are hoping that, by September, these 
restrictions will have been sufficiently relaxed to allow us to host a combined 
Fathers’ Day and Mothers’ Day lunch.  However, only time and curve flattening 
will tell – but watch this space for further information.

If you would like to contact me regarding Scholarships and Bursaries or  
Black & Gold events please contact me on 07 4722 4973 or by email.

MRS KRISTELL SCOTT
kristell.scott@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ENROLMENTS
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Online Music lessons
Congratulations to the students and Music teachers across the three campuses 
who have so enthusiastically adapted to online classroom, instrumental and 
singing lessons.  I have been greatly encouraged by the creativity, flexibility and 
initiative shown by music students during this time of change.  We currently are 
offering a blend of face-to-face and online lessons, and it is heartening to witness 
how students are maintaining their practice and commitment to their musical 
progress.  Curriculum lessons with Miss Burnett, Miss Hamill, Mrs Livingstone 
and myself are operating throughout the day, and students are learning and 
keeping busy with a range of activities and tasks in performance, composition 
and musicology.

ANZAC Observances
The observance of the solemnity of ANZAC Day is a high priority at Townsville 
Grammar School.  This year, the School honoured those who have served with a 
video which was broadcast on the morning of ANZAC Day.  I thank the staff and 
students who rehearsed and performed the solemn music for the video:  Choir: 
Miss Kate Hamill (Music staff), Michael Aslin, Brandon Lindsay (10/2020), Emma 
Carr, Sarah Hultgren, Emily Lafferty, Lachlan Williams (12/2020), Instrumental:  
Macey Bennett (12/2020) - bagpipes, Jenna Curtis (7/2020) - cornet.  The music 
included, Spirit of the ANZACS by Lee Kernaghan, the traditional hymns, Abide 
with Me and Amazing Grace, as well as The Last Post, Reveille and the National 
Anthem.

I also pay tribute to the many Grammar students who played The Last Post 
individually, in their own local communities, in order to provide their neighbours 
with an opportunity to reflect in the absence of the usual Dawn services.  It is 
a marvellous tribute that so many of our students understand the nature of 
service, and how this may be offered through music. 

Queensland Conservatorium State Honours Ensemble Programs 
(SHEPs)
Many of our students participated admirably in the recent SHEP program in 
Cairns, and are preparing for the Middle School SHEP in Townsville.  Some 
students have also sent audition videos for Australian Honours Ensemble and 
the SHEP Symphony Orchestra and Big Band.

https://www.facebook.com/TownsvilleGrammarSchool/videos/616199412298788/


Due to the changes made necessary by the COVID-19 pandemic, the dates for SHEP are being postponed to later in the year.  I am now calling for nominations for 
students to participate in the Queensland State Honours Ensemble Program to be held in Brisbane in October.  Students may be nominated on voice, wind, brass, 
orchestral percussion, and strings.  Parents seeking further information are encouraged to contact me so I can explain how SHEP operates.  Townsville Grammar 
School has been participating in these programs since 2007.

Year 12 Concert
Grammar students consistently receive very high levels of achievement in the Year 12 Music and Music Extension Courses which are a QCAA general subjects.  For 
Music Extension, students select a specialisation.  During Term 1, the class members presented their assessment concert for the first internal assessment (IA1).  The 
students in Year 12 Music are Harrison Baxter (voice and guitar), Macey Bennett, (voice), Leonardo Borello Busilacchi (piano), Emma Carr (voice), Samuel Cooke (voice 
and guitar), Brayden Hughes, (voice and guitar), Bradley Hodges, (drumkit), Josh Hoyte, (piano), William James, (Guitar), Sophie de Jersey (‘cello), Nicholas Stewart 
(guitar).  The Music Extension (Performance) student is Macey Bennett, who performed on bagpipes. 

Middle School Soirée
At the time of writing, it is intended that the Middle School Soirée will proceed as planned on Thursday, 11 June, and singers and instrumentalists in Years 7 to 9 
are encouraged to nominate to perform.  Students wishing to perform should email their request to music@tgs.qld.edu.au and include the following information: 
Performer’s Name, Instrument, Piece Title, Composer, Accompanist and Timing.  If we are still not all at school by then, the soiree will be an online concert.

MR SAMUEL BLANCH
samuel.blanch@tgs.qld.edu.au
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With the absence of any actual sport happening for many of our students at this 
point in time, I asked a few of them to help me write this piece for the Principal’s 
Newsletter.  To be honest, I was finding it difficult to put pen to paper and talk 
about sport, which has been a permanent part of my life.  Naturally, our TGS kids 
articulated themselves very clearly and succinctly when I just could not find the 
words.

For anyone who knows me, they know that sport plays a huge role in my life.  
I’m always down for a good track or gym session, Netball or Touch game.  This 
is my last year at TGS.  I was looking forward to creating incredible memories 
through sport, until a pandemic was chucked in to shake things up a tad.  Not 
going to lie, when I first found out that Netball was cancelled and the track 
and all gyms were closed, I had a little lump in my throat.  But rather than 
get too worked up over it, I turned my shed into a gym and I’m forcing mum 
to do sprint sessions with me every chance we get (I think I’m no longer the 
favourite child). I can’t wait to compete again and, most importantly, make 
those memories with my mates. 

Lucinda Carter (12/2020)

Not being able to play the sports I enjoy so much is exceedingly difficult, 
especially because I can’t change or fix the reason why.  Every day I miss training 
and competing with my friends.  I’m not missing the fitness training though, 
so that’s a positive!  I am doing my best to stay active; going to the local oval at 
least once a week, practising my skills and forcing myself to do a workout every 
other day.  Mostly, I’m just looking forward to playing with my mates again and 
competing… especially at school carnivals.  So, the best thing to do while this is 
going on is to work towards bettering yourself and achieving some goals.  Not 
giving up is so important, just because team training and competitions are 
cancelled doesn’t mean you have to stop. 

Daniel Clarke (12/2020)

From living and breathing sport to endless hours studying online.  This is not 
the real me.  I need to make it positive though; maybe the break will rejuvenate 
me?  Help me appreciate why I love sport so much.  I still do individual fitness 
sessions nearly every day.  I crave that physical burn when pushing myself. 
It doesn’t replace what I miss most though... my teammates.  The support, 
encouragement, laughter and friendships.  Working and striving together, for 
each other, to achieve a goal.  That is what I miss the most.  I can’t wait to get 
my teammates back!

Remy Arnold (11/2020)

Easter 2020.  Isolation, lockdown and the Prime Minister.  In no time at all, my 
local gym was closed, my basketball team benched, and my discus training 
on hold.  I’ve found it difficult to entertain myself lately, as being an only child 
means I thrive on socialising in team environments.  Normally, I spend my 
spare time outdoors throwing a ball around.  The only things I throw now, are 
tantrums because I can’t participate in team sports.  I’ve made a special effort 
during these times to ensure I keep active.  Now, I’m walking Castle Hill, playing 
golf, riding my bike and doing gym at home.  I’m really looking forward to the 
social interaction when team sports start again.  My advice to anybody who is 
missing their sport, is to try something new or something you haven’t played 
for a while.  You may even find a new activity that you will continue with when 
‘this’ is all over.  Stay active and stay safe.

Leyton Clifford (11/2020)

Due to COVID-19 I’ve had to stop participating in most sport.  This has led me to 
feeling quite miserable.  I am unable to do Touch Football or Athletics, which I 
participate in for the enjoyment and thrill.  Since COVID-19 I‘ve had to find other 
ways to stay active.  I try to do some type of physical activity each day, whether 
it’s going for a run or doing cardio at home.  I can’t wait to see my friends and 
get back to my sports.  For anyone that is missing sport try to find another 
activity that you enjoy doing during these times.

Madeline Mathews (10/2020)

I’ve been feeling down.  Soccer has been cancelled.  Before this COVID-19 
pandemic I would train around 8 times a week, I was more invested in Soccer 
than anything else.  What I miss most is travelling with my team to and from 
tournaments.  I’m staying active by running most days and doing a training 
program assigned for the team.  When ‘this’ is all over, I’m looking forward to 
being able to step onto the pitch and play one of the most beautiful sports in 
the world.  Apparently, good things come to those who wait.  I really hope that’s 
true because the wait has already been too long.

Tommaso Severati (10/2020) 

I can't wait to play sport again because I'm getting unfit, and I miss being able 
to play alongside my friends. 

Montana Beldan (9/2020)

A school without sport is like a team without its players.  I can't wait to play 
sports again because I love bonding with my teammates and putting all my 
effort into the game.

Caitlyn Halfpenny (8/2020)

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF SPORT



I can’t wait to play sport again because I miss the great memories which it 
creates.

Boedy Johnston (8/2020)

A school without sport is like a car with no wheels.  I can't wait to play sport 
again because I miss the friendly competition and the fun of doing P.E. with my 
friends and teachers.

Ina Singh (8/2020)

I can’t wait to play sport again.  It gets me out in the sun and I get to see my 
friends, which is what I miss the most about sport.

Olivia Arnaboldi (7/2020)

A school without sport is like a basketball with no air.  It’s just a bit flat.  I can’t wait 
to play sport again because it’s fun to play with friends and to be competitive.

Rohan Hazratwala (7/2020)

I can’t wait to play sport again because it’s a way to get fit and active while also 
having lots of fun.

Hadley Short (7/2020)

My sincere thanks to the students for their contributions and for clearly expressing 
how many of us feel at this time. I do hope that all TGS families have been able to 
find some way to get out and get active under the current circumstances as we 
look forward to the ‘resumption of play’ sometime soon. 

Please keep an eye on the TGS Website and School App for notifications regarding 
the re-commencement of our Grammar sports.  The staff and coaches are very 
keen to get back to training and playing and we’ll update you the moment 
we have any news.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding Sport@
Grammar please contact me at your convenience.

Stay safe and well.

High Achievers in Sport
 • Remy Arnold (11/2020) - Qld Basketball

 • Daniel Clarke, Declan Marchioni (12/2020) - NQ Rugby Union

 • Jack Hunter, Tommaso Severati (10/2020) - NQ Football

 • Kye Johnston (11/2020) - NQ Hockey

 • Tara Kelly (9/2020) - Touch Football

 • Angus Richardson (8/2020) - Swimming

 • Ashleigh Richardson (12/2020) - Rock Climbing
Footnote:  It is my intention within this section to recognise appropriate sporting achievements of students within the 
School.  I am always happy to receive this information from parents, so please do not hesitate to keep me in touch.   
N.B.  For space reasons, recognition is normally limited to NQ representation standard or higher.

MR PETER CHRISTIE
peter.christie@tgs.qld.edu.au
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Student Wellbeing in Extraordinary Times
Term 2 has certainly started differently to any of the other Terms 2 in my decades-
long teaching career! It is a very different time we are living in, to be sure, and 
many things have changed and will stay changed for some time.  In a recent 
email to parents, our School Psychologist, Dr Charmain Newman, indicated that 
in such times, “it is expected that we may feel a little more stressed.”  In that 
email she also attached a memo with details as to how our School community 
members can reach out to her and access our ongoing School Psychology 
service.  I would join with Dr Newman in encouraging you to make contact if 
you feel either your child or your family needs some expert support at this time.

Alongside offering the wonderful support of Dr Newman, Townsville Grammar 
School continues to offer Pastoral Care in Term 2.  This Pastoral Care is being 
delivered online.  There are three key ‘Teams’ we are using to offer this Pastoral 
Care to every student in Years 7-12.  The first Team is their Form Class Team, 
where they engage on a daily basis with their Form teacher.  The second layer 
of our Pastoral Care is through their Year Level Team.  This Team is jointly 
managed by myself and the respective Year Level Co-ordinators.  In their Year 
Level Teams, students will receive support from their YLC and they will also 
receive weekly worksheets, developed by the Institute of Positive Education at 
Geelong Grammar, which will help them focus on their Character Strengths and 
personal growth.

Our third, and largest, Pastoral Care avenue is the 2020 North Ward Students 
Team, in which every student from Years 7-12 is enrolled. In this whole of campus 
space there are multiple channels, including one for Sport and one for study/
learning hints. In this space I am running three channels ‘Pastoral Care Activities’, 
‘Wellbeing Challenges’ and ‘Wellbeing Videos’. 

The Pastoral Care Activities space has Files organised into Weekly folders, which 
include school-wide resources.  For instance, the ‘Week 1’ folder includes two 
planner templates which students could use to help them organise themselves 
for online learning.  If you think your child still needs to be more organised, 
please contact me and I will happily share the contents of this folder with you! 

The Wellbeing Challenges channel has probably proven to be the biggest hit 
with students.  We have had two challenges to date; Week 1: show us your at 
home learning space and Week 2: demonstrate your best yoga moves/pose.  
These challenges are directly connected to our designated focus area for the 
week.  In Week 1 we focused on setting our students up to succeed with online 
learning and in Week 2 we moved to mindfulness. 

The inspiration for our attempts at yoga can be found in our ‘Wellbeing Videos’ 
channel!  Ms Linda Letten, who joined the staff at the start of the year and teaches 
Japanese and Year 9 History, is a fully-accredited yoga instructor.  Ms Letten 
kindly allowed us to film her presenting two short yoga/breathing sessions and 
share them with our students.  In coming weeks, we will be uploading videos on 
‘love’, ‘kindness’ and ‘gratitude’ into this channel to remind our students of all 
the wonderful things of which the world still consists.

In Week 2 students had the opportunity to download two apps to help them 
manage their stress and worries: the ‘Smiling Mind’ mindfulness app and the 
‘Reachout-Breathe’ app.  If your child is feeling any sense of overwhelm or is 
unable to focus or concentrate, which would be completely normal in these 
circumstances, focusing on breathing and being in the moment, through some 
sort of mindfulness activity, can be most beneficial. 

As I draw to a close, I would reiterate the importance of wellbeing right now, 
for our students and ourselves.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to the TGS 
Pastoral Care team, including Dr Newman, if there is anything we can do to help 
your child or your family throughout this term.  #We are all in this together.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about our TGS 
Pastoral Care programme on 4722 4947 or by email. 

MS YVONNE WEST
yvonne.west@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE CO-ORDINATOR OF STUDENT  
WELLBEING AND DEVELOPMENT
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Despite the COVID-19 disruption to our normal schooling routine, I remain 
committed to providing you with up-to-date information regarding changes in 
the tertiary and vocational sectors, and to continue working with students in 
their career exploration, development and post-schooling transition planning.

Tertiary Education
QTAC Parent Information Evening - Change to diarised date: Thursday, 11 June.  
A Parent Information Evening delivered by QTAC has been booked for Thursday, 
11 June from 6:00pm to 7:00pm.  We are awaiting further advice from QTAC 
regarding the mode of delivery for the presentation.  However, we will keep you 
updated as soon as a decision has been made by QTAC.

UCAT - The University Clinical Aptitude Test (UCAT ANZ) is an admissions test 
used by the UCAT ANZ Consortium of universities in Australia and New Zealand 
for their medical, dental and clinical science degree programs.  UCAT have 
announced that the 2020 exams will proceed and that candidates should 
continue to prepare.  Bookings are now open.  Key dates to note: 

 • Booking deadline:  11 May 2020
 • Testing period:   1 July 2020 to 31 July 2020

UCAT Online Challenge - To help you get exam ready, UCAT ANZ have launched 
an 8 Week Online Challenge - complete weekly tasks, practice exams and be in 
the chance to win!  See link for details: https://www.ucatmasterclass.com/ucat-
advice/8-week-ucat-challenge/

University Course Guides - The links to the Course Guides for every university in 
Australia have been added to our careers website. If you go to the "Post School 
Options" menu >> "University" >> "Info. About Uni's and Courses" you will see 
that the "Course Guide" link has been added to the list for each university. The 
links to the various TAC Guides will be added also as they become available. 

University Course Applications - University applications close by the end of 
September so students should be using Semester One to research their options 
and determine their top 6 preferences for courses.  Each state is slightly different 
when it comes to applications so please make sure to access this information on 
the Townsville Grammar School Careers Website.

ANU Changes to Direct Admissions for 2021 - In response to COVID-19 study 
disruptions, ANU have changed their admissions process for Year 12 students 
who are applying directly to ANU for undergraduate study in 2021.  Key 
information:  

 •  ANU will now make offers based on Year 11 results on 10 August 2020, and 
these will be honoured for study in 2021 as long as students have completed 
Year 12

 •  Students still need to complete Year 12 in order to be eligible for study in 2021

 •  If a student's Year 11 results don't meet entry requirements, ANU will 
automatically consider their Year 12 results in the December offer round

 •  Conditional offers for study at ANU (Degree, Scholarship & Accommodation) 
will be made by ANU on 10 August 2020.

Virtual Careers Expo - The Virtual Careers Expo is an innovative and interactive 
collaboration between Australia’s major tertiary education providers, designed 
to showcase the wide range of options available to students as they prepare for 
life after school.  The Expo will take place online on Thursday, 7 May and Friday, 8 
May.  Register here:  https://www.torrens.edu.au/about/virtual-careers-expo

Accommodation - Students who are considering living on campus at universities 
should now start investigating options for accommodation.  UQ offer a variety 
of accommodation options for most Brisbane universities and a reminder that 
boarders may need to look at the options available at JCU.  Applications open 
in August.  There are also other options for student accommodation, such 
as Student Village and Iglu, as well as Colleges such as Durack College and 
Raymont College.  For more information, visit the relevant websites or come to 
the Careers Centre in the Library.

Scholarship Applications - Applications for scholarships for both academic study 
and accommodation open next term.  Students should start investigating the 
large number and variety available through individual universities.   Scholarships 
are offered for sporting and academic reasons, as well as equity issues.  Many 
scholarships can be found on the Australian Universities website or The Good 
Universities Guide website.  You can also find scholarships and information 
about financial options for students, such as HELP Loans, at the Study Assist 
website.

ANU Tuckwell Scholarship - The due date for Tuckwell Scholarship applications 
has been extended by seven weeks.  Also, the Stage 3 in-person interviews will 
not take place in Canberra in July 2020.

New Dates for Tuckwell Scholarship Applications:

 • Candidate Stage 1 Application Due - 3PM AEST Monday, 25 May 2020

 • Teacher & Head of Year References Due – 3PM AEST 1 June 2020

 • Notification of Stage 1 outcomes – July 2020

Short-listed candidates who progress to Stage 2 will be invited to participate in 
a video interview in July 2020. The principal references will also be due in July 
2020.  The exact Stage 2 dates will be confirmed in due course.

FROM THE CAREERS ADVISOR
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Vocational Education & Training
School-based Traineeships - Training for traineeship students with Allara 
Learning will now be online using Microsoft Teams.  There will be no face-to-face 
training at School until further notice.  Allara Learning trainers will be contacting 
students directly to discuss online training.

TAFE at School - TAFE have postponed face-to-face on-campus delivery for the 
TAFE at School programs until further notice.  However, TAFE will continue to 
deliver as many theory-based competencies online as possible.  While things 
may change over time, TAFE will keep online delivery of training consistent with 
students’ Term 1, 2020 timetables.  Student attendance will still be recorded 
using Pathways and we will continue to monitor student attendance. 

TAFE educators should have been in contact with students during the first week 
of Term 2, 2020 to provide more specific information related to each course. 
When TAFE are able to recommence face-to-face delivery, their priority will be 
supporting Year 12 students.

Year 10 Trade Taster Program - Due to the practical nature of the Year 10 Trade 
Taster program, TAFE have made the decision to postpone Term 2, 2020 intakes. 
Any student who has been enrolled into Trade Tasters in Term 2, 2020 will be 
automatically rolled over to the proposed Term 3, 2020 program. 

Commonwealth Scholarships Program for Young Australians (and ex-ADF) - 
The aim of this program is to support Young Australians or ex ADF to gain critical 
employability skills, which are embedded in Vocational Education and Training 
(VET) qualifications, enabling them to enter and stay in the workforce.

Young people aged 15-24 or recently exited ADF personnel (no age restriction) 
can apply for the scholarship program to undertake an eligible VET approved 
Program of Study.  Priority will be given to applicants in the following cohorts:

 •  individuals who have exited from the Australian Defence Force in the previous 
2 years (age criteria not applicable to ADF applicants)

 • Indigenous young Australians
 • young Australians with a disability
 • young Australians from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.

Applicants who are eligible can apply for the scholarship to undertake an 
approved course of study at Certificate III to Advanced Diploma levels.  Courses 
can be undertaken part-time or full-time, and Young Australian Scholars will 
receive up to $5000 per year in study assistance.

Further, as part of the scholarship, students are required to undertake a paid 
internship or work placement for 20 business days.  In this time, Scholars will 
receive $3,000 for the paid internship work and host employers will receive $500 
per intern.

For further information visit: https://www.busyatwork.com.au/scholarship-
program-for-young-australians/

Work Experience
Townsville Hospital Work Experience Program - Due to the preparations 
required by Townsville Hospital to manage the COVID-19 response, the decision 
has regretfully been made to cancel the Townsville Hospital and Health Service 
High School Health Careers Program scheduled for 2-3 June 2020.  At this stage, 
the programs scheduled for 20-21 July 2020 will go ahead as planned.

JCU & Mater Hospital HERO Program - The HERO Program in Townsville in May 
2020 will move to the second half of 2020.  The date will be confirmed in the 
future.  All applications received so far will be considered for the program later 
in the year, if students are comfortable with this.

Defence Force 
Important Changes to the Recruiting Process - Virtual YOU Session - Until 
recently, students would have been invited to attend a Your Opportunities 
Unlimited (YOU) Session day at a local Defence Force Recruiting Centres.  Due 
to the unfolding COVID-19 situation, Defence are now running this process 
virtually.   As part of the virtual YOU session, students will: 

 • complete any outstanding forms from the Candidate Hub

 • take an online aptitude test

 •  talk to a Careers Coach (via phone) about the service and role(s) they are 
considering

In the future, Defence Interviews and Officer Selection Boards will be conducted 
using phone and video based services.  For more information on the recruiting 
process visit: https://www.defencejobs.gov.au/joining/how-to-join/recruitment-
process 

Year 10 Career & Personal Development (CPD) 
SET Planning - Our Term 2 Unit will focus on working with students to develop 
their Senior Education & Training (SET) Plan.  Developing a SET Plan will help 
students:

 • think about their education, training and career goals after Year 12

 •  structure their learning in Years 11 and 12 around their abilities, interests and 
ambitions

 •  decide which learning options they should choose to achieve their learning, 
further education and training and career goals.

Each week, students will undertake various online activities in the Student 
Secure Area of the TGS Careers Website exploring their personality, values, 
strengths and interests.  CPD Teachers will monitor students’ completion of 
the set activities and provide support as required.  A weekly lesson outline is 
available in the Year 10 CPD Teams group.
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Careers Advisor Appointments & Interviews
NEW!  TGS Careers Update - We are happy to announce a new online, additional mode of communication with our students and parents regarding career-related 
information.  Regular TGS Careers Updates will be published on our Townsville Grammar School Careers Website.  Our first TGS Careers Update is now available on our 
careers website and can be found on the home page under “careers newsletter”.

Year 12 Future Pathway Interviews - Interviews will continue this term for our Year 12 students to help them consider options for future study, training or employment.  
While the School operates on a learning-from-home mode, interviews will be conducted with students online through Teams.

Year 12 Careers Team - Course information and updates are also being posted to students through the Year 12 Careers Teams group.

Appointment Bookings - Appointments with me can be made via the Townsville Grammar School Careers Website by clicking on the link “Book an Appointment” at 
the top of the homepage. 

If you do have any questions or you are an employer yourself willing to take students, please do not hesitate to contact me.

MISS KATHRYN TEBBLE
careers@tgs.qld.edu.au

Every 
Opportunity.
TOWNSVILLE GRAMMAR SCHOOL

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS
2021 APPLICATIONS | MONDAY, 18 MAY 2020

https://www.townsvillegrammarschoolcareers.com/
https://www.townsvillegrammarschoolcareers.com/
mailto:careers%40tgs.qld.edu.au?subject=


FACULTY UPDATES
BUSINESS & HUMANITIES
Year 12 Geography
On Friday, 6 March The Year 12 Geography class completed their field work by 
investigating water quality and aquatic weeds in the Upper Ross River.  They 
worked in conjunction with staff from the Townsville City Council to better 
understand how local land cover transformations have impacted this ecosystem.  
Their data is being used to complete their second Internal Assessment task.

MRS NAOMI AGOSTINO
naomi.agostino@tgs.qld.edu.au

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
Design Challenge
Throughout Term 1, Design and Technology students undertook a design 
challenge to build a hydraulic machine using 10ml syringes, clear tubing and 
3mm ply.  Each design was first prototyped by students using cardboard and 
a hot glue gun, to provide them with the ability to look at the efficiency of 
the model, determine lever arm lengths and test the volume of material the 
machine could move in a set time period.  After completion of the cardboard 
prototypes, students then accurately 3D modeled their designs prior to laser 
cutting for final manufacture.

Shown below is the work of Drew Carmichael and Astin McClelland (9/2020).

MR DAVID NEWTON
david.newton@tgs.qld.edu.au



SCHOOL NOTICES
SCHOOL SHOP

Hours of Operation
Due to COVID-19 Shop opening hours have been adjusted; this change has taken effect from Monday, 27 April 2020.   The Shop will now open on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 7:30am to 9:00am.  CLOSED Tuesday and Thursday.  

Notices will be posted once normal trading hours resume.   We apologise for any inconvenience during this time. 

MRS BRENDA TSAKISSIRIS
shop@tgs.qld.edu.au

mailto:kristell.scott%40tgs.qld.edu.au?subject=


SPORT  HONOUR  ROLL
STUDENTS ACKNOWLEDGED ON THIS HONOUR ROLL HAVE REPRESENTED THEIR SPORT, THROUGH A SELECTION 

PROCESS, AT NQ, STATE OR NATIONAL LEVEL. 
 

 N.B.  Only the highest level of representation in each sport is recorded, regardless of pathway or age group selection.  

This Honour Roll will be progressively updated during the year to recognise Australian, Queensland and 
North Queensland Representation - (Club and/or School - both Primary and Secondary).   

AUSTRALIA
Madeline Mathews (10/2020) - Touch Football

QUEENSLAND
Remy Arnold (11/2020) - Basketball

Ethen Staunton (10/2020) - Athletics

NORTH QUEENSLAND
Stanley Alcock (11/2020) - Water Polo

Remy Arnold (11/2020) - Netball
Molly Ballantyne (10/2020) - Water Polo

Kodi Brazel (11/2020) - Water Polo
Kingsley Cameron (8/2020) - Cricket

Xavier Cameron (10/2020) - Water Polo
Dylan Carey (8/2020) - Touch Football Officiating

Daniel Clarke (12/2020) - Rugby Union
Stuart Guest (8/2020) - AFL

Jack Hunter (10/2020) - Football
Kye Johnston (11/2020) - Hockey

Oliver Kelly (9/2020) - Cricket
Tara Kelly (9/2020) - Touch Football

Cody Knight (10/2020) - Swimming, Water Polo
Declan Marchioni (12/2020) - Triathlon, Rugby Union

Isabella Morris (7/2020) - Swimming
Angus Richardson (8/2020) - Swimming

Ashleigh Richardson (12/2020) - Rock Climbing
Tommaso Severati (10/2020) - Athletics, Football

Madhava Vyas (8/2020) - Cricket
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