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The International Baccalaureate Diploma 
program is a highly regarded international 
curriculum offered in schools around the 
world. At Townsville Grammar School we are 
proud to be an accredited IB World School 
and privileged to be a part of this international 
community of teachers and learners. 

IB programs for all ages are rapidly growing in 
popularity, both internationally and nationally.  
In this state, the Government has established 
three Queensland IB Academies for highly 
capable senior students in the state sector.  
Townsville Grammar School is the only 
Grammar School to offer the IB Diploma in the 
North Queensland region.

At Townsville Grammar School we are 
committed to the IB Diploma for Year 11 and 12 
students because of the synergy between our 
own outward looking educational philosophy 
of scholarship and citizenship, the breadth 
and depth of the IB curriculum and the 
opportunity it provides for our staff to engage 
in professional development of a world class 
standard.

Our IB Diploma graduates have excelled against 
state, national and international benchmarks 
since the introduction of this exciting and 
challenging option in 2010. 

Our graduates, including several who have 
been ranked in the top echelon of the world, 
are wonderful ambassadors of the program, 
and we have every confidence, as they do, that 
their Diploma studies have prepared them for 
excellence in their chosen tertiary pathways. 

We hold two IB Information Nights during 
the year. These provide students and parents 
with a great opportunity to learn more about 
this exciting alternative academic program for 
Years 11 & 12.
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THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA
The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program is a highly regarded two-year, 
pre-university course that is offered to students around the world.  The IB Diploma 
not only provides students with an enhanced academic focus it also provides a 
curriculum with an international perspective. The Diploma suits highly motivated 
senior students and is designed to equip them with the skills and attitudes 
necessary for success in higher education and life.  

The IB Diploma Program is designed as an academically challenging and balanced 
program of education for students in Years 11 and 12, with internal assessment and 
final examinations that prepare them for success at university and life beyond. The 
program has gained recognition and respect from the world’s leading universities 
and is offered by more than 5,000 IB World Schools in 156 different countries.  

A WORLD OF OPPORTUNITY
The results earned by Townsville Grammar School students in the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Program, when benchmarked against global, regional and 
national averages are impressive, with the average result of TGS students exceeding 
these benchmark averages.

Globally, approximately 25% of candidates earn IB scores better than 36 (out of 45).  
At TGS our results (since 2011) have seen 40% of our students achieving in this elite 
range of scores. 

MR TIMOTHY KELLY
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

“The Diploma suits highly motivated 
senior students and is designed 

to equip them with the skills and 
attitudes necessary for success in 

higher education and life.” 
Timothy Kelly - Principal



WHY DO WE OFFER THE I.B?
Townsville Grammar School is committed to offering its students every 
opportunity, by being on the cutting edge of educational development and 
thought. 

IB World School: The world is moving toward global learning.  The IB Diploma 
is a passport to the world, and is recognised and sought after by some of the 
most prestigious universities around the globe, including Oxford, Cambridge, 
Harvard and Princeton. Domestically, IB scores are recognised by all major 
Australian universities who actively encourage IB graduate enrolments. 

IB Students: While the IB Diploma is demanding, it is not elitist. It’s core focus 
is the learner and it attracts students who are self-motivated; looking for a 
challenge; have a love of learning; are working towards independence and 
above all want to contribute to the betterment of our world. 

Achievement: The outstanding results achieved by our IB alumni demonstrates 
our continuing success in the delivery of the IB Diploma Program. 

IB  DIPLOMA  
INFORMATION NIGHTS 

THE CURRICULUM
In the IB Diploma Program, students study six subjects – three at 
the higher level and three at the standard level. 

Students choose one subject from each of the six groups (see below), 
thus ensuring breadth of experience in Literature, Languages, 
Social Studies, the Experimental Sciences, Mathematics and the 
Arts.

At Townsville Grammar School, the sixth subject may be an Arts 
subject chosen from Group 6, or a second Experimental Science 
subject from Group 4.

The assessment instruments used across the groups are a 
combination of internal assessments and external examinations. 
Each subject has a unique makeup of assessment tasks that reflect 
the nature of the course. 

The final examinations are held in November of Year 12, which aim 
to reflect tertiary style examinations. 

ASSESSMENT
• Throughout the course, students complete internal 

assessment tasks which are either marked by teachers 
and then moderated by external moderators, or sent 
directly to external examiners. Students take written 
examinations at the end of the program, which are 
marked by external IB examiners. 

•  The marks awarded for each course range from 1 
(lowest) to 7 (highest). Students can also be awarded 
up to three additional points for their combined 
results on Theory of Knowledge and the Extended 
Essay. The Diploma is awarded to students who gain 
at least 24 points (subject to certain minimum levels of 
performance across the whole program). The highest 
total that a Diploma Program student can be awarded 
is 45 points. In the years Townsville Grammar has been 
offering the IB Program, our candidates have achieved 
high levels of success including 2 perfect scores and an 
overall average ATAR of over 95.

• Assessment is criterion based, which means student 
performance is measured against pre-specified 
assessment criteria based on the aims and objectives 
of each subject, rather than the performance of other 
students taking the same examinations.

THE CORE 
In addition to the six academic subjects, the program has three 
core requirements that are included to broaden the holistic 
nature of the educational experience and challenge students to 
apply their knowledge and understanding. 

THE EXTENDED ESSAY is an academic style essay that 
requires students to engage in independent research through an 
in-depth study of a topic relating to one of their subjects. 

The process extends over the two-year course, and students work 
with a supervisor to produce a 4,000 word essay. 

THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE is a course designed to encourage 
each student to reflect on the nature of knowledge, by critically 
examining different ‘knowledges’ and different ways of knowing. 
This epistemological study is conducted by asking the question, 
“How do we know what we think we know?”

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE (CAS) develops the holistic 
focus of the course. It requires students to engage in co-curricular 
activities that allow them to be creative, get active and serve their 
community. 

Thursday, 19 March 
PA Space, North Ward Campus 

6:00-7:00pm 
 

Tuesday, 4 August  
PA Space, North Ward Campus 

6:00-7:00pm 

IB  SUBJECT GROUPS 2019/2020
Group 1  

English Language & Literature (HL&SL) 
Group 2  

 Spanish (ab initio), French (SL), Japanese (SL)

Group 3  
Psychology & Economics (HL&SL)

Group 4 
Physics, Biology & Chemistry (HL&SL)

Group 5 
Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches  (HL&SL)

Group 6 
Theatre Arts, Music & Visual Arts



THE IB LEARNER PROFILE
The aim of the IB Diploma Program is to develop internationally minded people who, recognising their common humanity and shared 
guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.

To achieve this, the IB created the Learner Profile, which underpins the course. 

WHY DO UNIVERSITIES VALUE IB STUDENTS?
Participation in the IB Diploma Program has shown that students excel in multiple and diverse academic challenges, proving it to be a strong 
predictor for success in university. 

As IB learners we strive to be:

 9 Inquirers

 9 Knowledgeable

 9 Thinkers

 9 Communicators

 9 Principled

 9 Students are prepared for academic success

 9 Students are more likely than others to graduate 
from higher education institutions

 9  Students possess a broader range of skills that 
enhance their ability to adapt and contribute to 
university life

 9 Students have developed a high level of emotional 
and intellectual maturity for challenging course 
work 

 9 Students have extensive experience in 
independent research

 9 Students think critically, reflectively and globally

“At Grammar we are committed to the IB Diploma because of the synergy between our own outward 
looking educational philosophy of scholarship and citizenship, the breadth and depth of the IB 
curriculum, and the opportunity it provides for our staff to engage in professional development of 

a world class standard.”

Timothy Kelly - Principal

 9 Open-Minded

 9 Caring

 9 Risk-Takers

 9 Balanced

 9 Reflective

SUBJECT SELECTION ENQUIRIES
Director of Studies 
Mr Stephen Monk
Phone: (07) 4722 4946 
Email: stephen.monk@tgs.qld.edu.au

TOWNSVILLE GRAMMAR SCHOOL

North Ward   Annandale   North Shore
EEC + PREP - YEAR 12

EVERY 
OPPORTUNITY.

IB ENQUIRIES
IB Co-Ordinator 
Ms Katie Watson
Phone: (07) 4722 4921
Email: katie.watson@tgs.qld.edu.au

For more information about the International Baccalaureate Organisation visit their website at www.ibo.org


