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From the Archives 
Since starting to research the Archives at Grammar I have had great fun.  There is a wealth 
of material that has to be sorted and then catalogued and it is a task made more difficult by 
the fact that I spend an inordinate amount of time reading the material I come across.  I 
would love to share so much with the School community but, unfortunately, this is not 
possible.  However, on this occasion I would like to write regarding an essay written in 
1908 by a student entitled The T.G.S. in 2008.  The essay is too long to quote in full and so 
I will only outline some of the sentiments expressed by the student.  Keep in mind this is 
how a particular student envisaged Grammar and Townsville to be in 2008. 
 
The first matter that the student writes about is that “…owing, among other things to an 
enormous boom in Charters Towers the numbers at T.G.S. has gone up by leaps and 
bounds.  The Trustees have found it necessary to buy up all of Paxton Street to the west 
and they have built six flourishing boarding houses.”  When this was written the School 
grounds and buildings consisted of School House, the Headmaster’s residence and a small 
dining room.  All sport was played on what is now the Sports Reserve.  All the boarders in 
1908 resided at the top of School House.  Today there are four buildings that provide for 
boarding.  In 1924 the Trustees were given the land that now extends to the Landsborough 
Street boundary.  
 
In 1908 the only sport played at the School was cricket and football.  There was no sport at 
all for girl students.  The essay states: “The T.G.S. now has two eights in practice on the 
Ross River and has annual events against Rockhampton, Maryborough and Bundaberg. 
These crews are usually victorious. At the last regatta the T.G.S. girls’ eights gained a 
gallant victory over the Townsville Ladies’ Rowing Club.”  The reference to rowing is rather 
perceptive as this sport is relatively new at Grammar and the crews have been rather 
successful.  The reference to girls rowing is particularly far sighted. 
 
With reference to Townsville the essay covers some of the following issues.  According to 
the writer the Church of England Cathedral would be finally completed, the Town Council 
would complete a magnificent public bath adjoining the breakwater and the old Municipal 
Theatre would burn down to be replaced by one which is in good taste and where 
audiences could both see and hear the performances.  All of the above has, over time, 
come about. 
 
Flinders Street, according to the writer, would be much as it was and still causing problems 
to the local community.  Magnetic Island would be booming by 2008 and would have a 
population of about 2000 inhabitants.  The Island would be connected by two ferries, the 
Yongala and Bombala.  As we know these two ships were put out of action soon after 
the essay was written but the Yongala is still part of the Townsville tourist scene.  Closer to 
the mark in the prediction stakes is the comment: “The Inner Harbour is rapidly nearing 
completion, and is expected to be available for overseas’ tourist vessels by the close of 
2010.”   In the light of recent announcements this is, indeed, a remarkable prediction. 
 
Other issues are also covered in the essay including a Japanese invasion of Townsville 
[dated 1919], the development of Townsville partly due to the expansion of the railway and 
the development of flying machines.  Strangely very little is made of the motor car. 
 
Overall a most perceptive essay and it would be an interesting exercise to see how 
Grammar students in 2008 would envisage 2108 to be.  Probably not an easy exercise as 
our world is changing so rapidly.  Certainly at a more rapid rate than has occurred over the 
last one hundred years.  
 

Mr W.J. Muller 
School Archivist 


