
Newsletter, February 2007                                                                         Page 11 

From the Archives 
As School archivist I would like to welcome back all returning parents and students. In particular, I would 
like to welcome all those parents and students joining the Grammar School for the first time.  You are 
coming to a School that has a great history and a wonderful heritage and it is hoped that all new 
students make the effort to find out something about an educational institution that has been a leading 
light in North Queensland for one hundred and nineteen years. 

During the Christmas break I worked on various facets of archival material to be found in the School and 
at James Cook University.  It is pleasing to report that most of the material to be found at the School has 
been boxed and catalogued.  Some of the older material has also been placed in archival paper and 
stored carefully.  I am now able to start on the task of sorting and cataloguing the thousands of 
photographs that have been collected over the years.  This will be a major task but it is pleasing to report 
that photographs going back as far as the 1890’s have been found.  It is anticipated that the task of 
dealing with the photographs will be completed by the middle of the year. 

My most interesting find at the School during the Christmas break was a file containing M.W. Blank’s 
Speech Night reports from 1948-1960.  They are typed reports with revisions made by Mr Blank in his 
own handwriting.  The reports also carry notes on the prize winners at that time.  It is an important find 
because there is not much material that exists during the time of Mr Blank’s tenure.  The School was 
struggling financially, particularly during the 1950’s, and there were only a few School magazines 
published during those years. 

I also spent some time at the James Cook University Library working through the Grammar collection held 
there.  The University holds very little new material that is not able to be accessed at the Grammar 
School.  However, I did find some exciting primary sources in the form of letters written by T.B. Whight 
when he was Headmaster during the war years.  It is my intention to write an archival article for the 
March Newsletter centered on the three years the School was moved to Rosslea [1942-1944].  It is a 
fascinating period in the history of Grammar. 

Work on the School Honour Boards has also been completed and the necessary changes will be made 
during the year.  Some names of Past Grammarians have been omitted and these will be added to the 
Boards.  The Memorial in the School Quadrangle has also been up-dated and is now an accurate record 
of Past Grammarians killed in conflicts since the Boer War.  It is anticipated that the Board updates will 
be completed by the end of the year. 

I have had the pleasure over the last six months working on a project to write a booklet detailing the 
names of all Past Grammarians who enlisted and in which regiment they served.  This is now completed 
but for a few names of Past Grammarians who have served in the present Middle East conflict. 
Furthermore, I have researched every Past Grammarian killed in conflict and written an outline on each 
one.  This includes their years at Grammar, what they did on leaving school, where they served and 
where they died.  Medals won have also been included.  I have also been fortunate to find photographs 
of many of those killed but more fortunate is that I have been able to get photographs of many of the 
Memorial Panels displaying the name of an individual or their individual grave.  For this I am grateful to 
the Principal, Mr R.W. Fairley, for the photographs taken at Gallipoli and to my son, Jonathan Muller, who 
was cajoled to give up a week of his honeymoon to go to Northern France and take photographs.  The 
photographs from Gallipoli and Northern France are rather poignant and make a good addition to the 
booklet.  Hopefully this booklet will be ready by ANZAC Day. 

Finally, I have been able to purchase a Rum Jar commemorating the wonderful deeds of the Australian 
Mining Corps during World War I.  The Rum Jar was struck to celebrate the 90th Anniversary of the 
landing of the Corps on the Western Front.  Two Past Grammarians, Lt-Col A.C. FEWTRELL [1899] 
DSO, OBE, MID and Captain J.D. HENRY [1896] DSO, OBE, MID [on three occasions] were integral 
to the success of the Mining Corps.  An exhibition is planned for the ANZAC Day display in the School 
Library. 
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