
In 2014, QUT, UQ, JCU, CSIRO and the University of Oregon began evaluating decision-making systems, approaches 

and tools for regional natural resource planning and management in Queensland. The aim was to assess the impact 

of governance arrangements on planning outcomes and natural resource management outcomes in two 

Queensland case studies involving complex NRM issues. The project has produced two PhD projects. A PhD student 

from QUT, Rachel Eberhard, evaluated governance arrangements in the Great Barrier Reef and Murray Darling 

Basin. A PhD student from the University of Queensland, Jaime Olvera-Garcia, assessed the institutional planning 

arrangements in the Great Barrier Reef.   

It has also spearheaded a range of papers, and consultancy work and workshop presentations addressing critical 

questions of governance related to neoliberal strategies, public participation, stakeholder engagement, 

collaboration and how this has impacted on the implementation of governance arrangements and environmental 

outcomes. 

The project was funded by the Australian Research Council with co-investment from Terrain NRM, Dry Tropics 

NRM, Fitzroy Basin Association, Queensland Murray Darling Committee, Condamine Alliance and the Queensland 

Regional Groups Collective. This project will finish in 2017.  
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NEWSLETTER: The impact of governance on regional natural resource planning 

Karen Vella is a Senior Lecturer in Urban and Regional Planning 

at Queensland University of Technology. Originally from the 

cane fields of Far North Queensland, Karen has a Bachelor of 

Regional and Town Planning (1997) and a PhD in 

Environmental Governance from the University of Queensland 

(2004). Her PhD examined the impact of complex multi-level 

decision making arrangements on sustainability outcomes in 

the Australian Sugar Industry.  

Karen has held research and policy planning positions with 

CSIRO, the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 

(GBRMPA), Terrain and Griffith University. Her work is focused 

on the governance and human dimensions evidence base to 

support effective environmental policy reform. Karen’s 

research interests include governance models, community 

resilience, and frameworks and methods for achieving adaptive governance.  

Karen’s time is balanced between undergraduate and postgraduate teaching, consultancies, research projects, and 

community service. Karen is a Chief Investigator on the National Environmental Science Project (NESP) to develop 

cost-effective indicators and metrics for monitoring and reporting human dimension outcomes, objectives and 

targets in the Reef 2050 Plan. She is also a Member of the RIMReP Human Dimensions Expert Panel to review and 

integrate multiple lines of evidence for regional and reef-wide reporting. 

http://www.environment.gov.au/marine/gbr/long-term-sustainability-plan


 

Project Happenings in Brief 

Jaime Olvera Garcia, from the School of Geography Planning and Environmental Management, UQ undertook 

fieldwork in February and March 2017. Jaime visited the six NRM regions along the Reef Catchment: Burdekin, 

Burnett-Mary, Cape York, Fitzroy Basin, Mackay Whitsundays and Wet Tropics. The fieldwork consisted of doing 

interviews with relevant staff from the regional NRM bodies based in each of those regions. The purpose was to 

explore their views around the implementation of the 2009 Reef Plan, particularly the Reef Rescue program. 

Rachel Eberhard presented at the Australian Political Studies Association conference in Sydney. Rachel and 

Lyndal Hasselman (University of Canberra) were interviewed on The Election Nerds show, discussing the dynamics 

of water policy in the Murray Darling Basin and the Great Barrier Reef. The podcast is available here.  

Rachel was invited to present a keynote presentation on collaboration at the ‘Wild Places’ conference in Auckland 

late last year. A video of the presentation is available here.  

As part of the Office of Great Barrier Reef’s social sciences webinar series, Rachel presented on the potential for 

realist evaluation to identify how and why different groups of farmers respond GBR practice change programs. The 

webinar is available here.  
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Queensland Regional Groups Collective  

Karen Vella and Rachel Eberhard worked with the Queensland Regional Groups Collective in 2016 to understand 

the risks and benefits of different governance reform options for Queensland NRM. A set of evaluation criteria 

were drawn from a synthesis of previous NRM reviews at the state and national level: 

 Performance and Accountability and Monitoring Return on Investment 

 Community Participation 

 Resilient Institutions with Capacity Building Capacity 

 Strategic Partnerships 

 Strategic Regional Planning 

 Knowledge Brokerage 

 Action for Sustainability Outcomes (social, economic, environmental). 

A series of governance models or options were defined and then assessed against the criteria. Results were tested 

with a group of experts, and then used to inform discussions amongst the Regional Groups Collective, canvassing 

ways to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the Queensland NRM system.  

http://www.electionnerds.info/?p=690
https://vimeo.com/178120807
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93Cj4sr9isk&feature=youtu.be


 

Project Happenings  

operation of regional networks and agencies; lack of 

adaptive management; difficulty demonstrating on-

ground outcomes; difficulty maintaining engagement; 

prescriptive funding requirements reducing ability to 

design NRM to meet local needs; short-term projects 

to address long-term challenges; and the crisis focus 

of NRM funding. 

Key areas identified for improvement and innovation 

included: enable regional planning processes; enable 

tailored delivery; provide longer-term base funding, 

increase the reach of NRM and engage a wider range 

of organisations; enable regional, state and national 

evaluation, enable adaptive management, recognise 

co-benefits of NRM; build research and development 

hubs, and improve knowledge sharing. 

For further information contact Dr Jacki Schirmer 

Associate Professor, Health Research Institute & 

Institute for Applied Ecology, University of Canberra  

+61 (0)2 6201 2785 or 0428 254 948  

jacki.schirmer@canberra.edu.au  

Natural Resource Management 

Roundtable  

Dr Karen Vella attended the Natural Resource Management 

Roundtable in led by Jacki Schirmer, Kate Andrews and 

Stephen Dovers, at the Australian National University, 7-8 

November 2016. A group of experts convened in a 

roundtable to review the achievements and challenges of 

Australia’s integrated NRM system, discuss opportunities 

for improvement and innovation, and identify new and 

emerging opportunities. Key outcomes of the discussions 

included identification of a need to better recognise the 

value of the existing NRM system of regional networks 

(Landcare and NRM organisations) that are critical to 

delivering services and achieving outcomes. It is essential to 

enable this system to operate more effectively, in particular 

to enable leveraging of new opportunities such as working 

with a wider range of organisations, reaching the changing 

landholder base, and further developing innovative 

approaches to delivering on-ground outcomes. 

The roundtable identified key challenges reducing 

effectiveness of the NRM system: tension between 

national, regional and local priorities; lack of research 

capacity; lack of support for basic maintenance and 
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Assessing the Queensland NRM 

Value Proposition 

Project: Vella, K and Cole-Hawthorne R. (2017) Review of 

regional NRM outcomes in Queensland, Queensland 

University of Technology, Regional Groups Collective and 

Queensland Water and Land Care Association, Brisbane. 

This small consultancy project was funded by the 

Regional Groups Collective, Queensland Water and Land 

Carers, and the Queensland University of Technology to 

determine the value proposition of a regional delivery 

model. It examined data collected from NRM bodies 

through annual and bi-annual reporting between 2002 

and 2015 to determine if it was possible to: a) 

evaluate the contribution of the regional delivery 

system to outcomes; and b) identify trends in impact 

over time associated with changes to governance 

(Continued on page 4) 

Natural Resource Management 

Forum 

This forum was held at Gardens Point on 7 June 2017, 

and it followed on from the first NRM forum held by QUT 

in 2012.  

There has been a shift away from an integrated delivery 

approach over the last five years so the forum facilitated 

a discussion about NRM into the future.    

It presented research conducted by QUT, UQ, JCU and 

CSIRO, and funded by the Australian Research Council, 

and it considered questions about integrated NRM and 

delivery in Queensland. The project is drawing to an end 

and the researchers see that there is a critical need to 

open up for discussion with key decision makers 

about ways to maximise the outcomes from NRM 

moving forward.  

The forum involved some 60 key decision makers 

from across government and the NRM sector. It 

included a presentation of research findings and the 

Deputy Directors General participated in a panel 

session to discuss priorities for integrating NRM. 

Chairs and CEOs from NRM bodies also highlighted 

key innovations and opportunities to maintain and 

strengthen partnerships and engagement into the 

future. 

For more information and a copy of the proceedings 

please contact Karen Vella 

mailto:jacki.schirmer@canberra.edu.au
mailto:karen.vella@qut.edu.au


Project Happenings  

sectors 

 Strategic and integrated regional planning 

 Community awareness and brokering knowledge.  

 

Some outcomes are not sensitive to the governance 

conditions of NRM programs: 

 Performance accountability and return on 

investment 

 Community participation and engagement in NRM  

 Strategic partnerships, community awareness and 

knowledge brokerage.  

 

Some outcomes are sensitive to the governance 

conditions of NRM programs: 

 Integrated regional planning 

 Regional capacity building 

 Action for sustainability outcomes. 

To maintain and build on the existing value of the 

regional delivery system in a new program, it needs to:  

 Integrate planning by improving the connectivity 

between regional plans, policy and programs at 

multiple scales 

 Grow the capacity of regions to deliver outcomes.   

A future program can better monitor, evaluate and 

report on these areas of value. 

arrangements. The data is limited to regional reporting 

within Queensland (reporting to the Australian 

Government was not part of the dataset).   

The dataset included 1,000 individual documents 

collected over three investment periods as follows 

namely NHT I/II; Caring for Our Country/Q2 Coasts and 

Country (CFoC/Q2C&C); and NLP and the Queensland 

Government Investment Program.   

The specific questions to be addressed were: 

 How did the value-add change under the different 

governance models of the past programs? 

 How can we maintain and build on the existing 

value in a new program and regional arrangements? 

 How can we monitor, evaluate and report on these 

areas of value in a future program? 

 

This program developed a methodology to appraise 

multiple lines of evidence to estimate the value of the 

regional delivery.  It found that the regional delivery 

model does delivers value. It delivers:  

 Action for sustainability outcomes 

 Performance accountability and return on 

investment 

 Community participation and engagement in NRM 

 A stable NRM presence in regions 

 Strategic investment partnerships across diverse 

(Continued from page 3) 
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GBR Projects 

 
Rachel Eberhard has been heavily involved in GBR 
projects over the last 6 months, including: 

 Facilitating the Great Barrier Reef Water Quality 

Synthesis Workshop – science, management and 
policy (for QEHP, Townsville, 9-11 November 2016) 

 Lead author of chapter 4: Management options and 

their effectiveness in the Great Barrier Reef 

Scientific Consensus Statement (led by JCU for QEHP 

2016-17) 

 Reef Plan Best Management Practice MERI review 

and framework (with Watershed Australia for 

QDAFF, 2016) 

 Working with NQ Dry Tropics and Terrain NRM on 

the design of the Major Integrated Projects for the 

Burdekin and Wet Tropics regions. These projects 

are working closely with growers and graziers to 

trial a more integrated and flexible approach to 

improving water quality.  

http://www.nqdrytropics.com.au/mipforum1/
http://www.terrain.org.au/Projects/Wet-Tropics-Major-Integrated-Project-MIP


Landcare tour of Japan 

Allan Dale was recently invited to tour Japan by Australian Landcare International (ALI) and Nanzan University in 

Nagoya. The tour aimed to explore the potential application of the self-reliance building concepts championed by 

Australian Landcare to several complex problems facing Japanese society, including disaster response, declining 

rural towns and the need for new forms of social service delivery.  

The tour, hosted by Nanking University, first explored the Fukushima nuclear exclusion zone, but then also 

examined community responses to both the earthquake and tsunami of March 2011. The problems facing 

declining rural towns and the increasing corporatisation in agriculture across Japan were also explored. The tour 

has resulted in a decision for Nanzan University and ALI to host an international academic conference on 

governance, Landcare and self-reliance concepts in Japan in 2018.  

The photo at left is the last standing tree in part of the floodplain north of the Fukushima plant. All contaminated 

soil over a vast area is being packaged in garbage bags for the next three years with no clear long term plan. 

Behind the tree is the 400km wall now being built to withstand a 1 in 1,000 year event.  

Project Happenings cont. 

Allan Dale appointed to Premier’s Qld Plan Ambassador Council 

I am very pleased and proud to have been given the opportunity of assisting the State and the Premier with the 

business of further developing and implementing the long term vision for Queensland as a member of the QLD Plan 

Ambassador Council. I was heavily involved in the development of the Plan, and it sets a great bipartisan framework 

for genuine progress in Queensland.  

As a Far North Queenslander, I am pleased to be able to bring another northern voice to the Council. Having 

worked across the government, community and industry sectors and in the regional development, human services 

and natural resource fields, I think I can bring a broad perspective to the Council table. The role of the Council is 

both to provide a vehicle for community feedback into the further development and implementation of the plan, as 

well as communicating the purpose of the plan.  

I believe that the collaborative process used in the development of the Plan provides an excellent opportunity to 

keep the Plan’s strong vision alive; enabling it to service this dynamic and diverse State.  

For further information about the role of the Council, see: 

www.queenslandplan.qld.gov.au/delivering-the-plan/ambassadors.aspx 

 

The tour aimed to explore the 
potential application of the 
self-reliance building 
concepts championed by 
Australian Landcare to several 
complex problems facing 
Japanese society, including 
disaster response, declining 
rural towns and the need for 
new forms of social service 
delivery 
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NRM RGC Chairs March workshop  

Allan Dale 

Last standing tree on floodplain north 

of Fukushima plant 

http://www.queenslandplan.qld.gov.au/delivering-the-plan/ambassadors.aspx


Project Happenings cont. 

 Queensland Government’s Office of the Great 

Barrier Reef Water Quality Human Dimensions 

Group – known as OGBR’s RWQ Human 

Dimensions Group. 

An initial meeting of the RIMReP Human Dimensions 

Expert Working Group held on 30 January 2017 

resulted in a draft (Stage One) report for designing a fit-

for-purpose assessment, monitoring and reporting 

program for the human dimensions of the GBR and 

catchment.   

2. Developed an indicator framework for assessment 

and monitoring the condition of the GBR’s human 

dimensions. The framework was constructed from 

reviewed literature, and modified from the work by 

Vella et al (2012) and Dale et al (2016). The framework 

comprises five broad indicator clusters which describe 

the human dimensions of the GBR and catchment: 

economic viability; community vitality; culture and 

heritage; aspirations, capacities and stewardship; and 

governance. These clusters are used to create a series 

of regionally specific tables populated with data 

gathered from peer-reviewed and grey literature, and 

other lines of evidence. The tables are designed for 

discussion in regionally specific expert panel meetings, 

where participants are asked to score or rate the 

condition of each cluster as it relates to the human 

dimensions of the GBR and catchment, using a set of 

decision rules prepared by the project team. To date, 

the draft tables and decision rules have been trialled in 

two regional expert panel meetings: one focusing on 

the Wet Tropics (2 May 2017) and the other on Cape 

York (30 May 2017). To date, the data gathering 

exercise has revealed significant gaps for adequately 

assessing the human dimensions of the Great Barrier 

Reef and catchment including the following:  

 Lack of regionally specific data for GBR human 

dimensions 

 Lack of data on historic cultural values – very little 

available 

 Lack of data on Indigenous cultural values - very 

little written 

 Very little understanding of how many people visit 

the Reef; where they go; what they do – 

particularly at scales useful to management 

 Lack of sector specific data on the capacity 

(including willingness & interest) of Reef-

dependent and Reef-associated communities and 

industries to respond to unforeseeable change – 

due to human impacts; extreme weather events; 

economic events; legislation, etc. 

Further expert panels are planned for the Burdekin, 

Fitzroy, Mackay-Whitsundays and the Burnett-Mary 

regions over the next few months. 

Monitoring the human dimension  

Professor Allan Dale is leading a National Environmental  

Science Programme (NESP) project that will develop cost 

effective indicators and metrics for monitoring human  

dimension outcomes, objectives and targets identified in 

the  Reef 2050 Long Term Sustainability Plan (Reef 2050 

Plan). Dr  Margaret Gooch is taking a break from her usual 

role with  the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 

(GBRMPA) to contribute as a Senior Researcher on the 

project. Other contributors include Dr Nadine Marshall 

(CSIRO) and Dr Karen Vella (Queensland University of 

Technology). 

Four of the seven themes of the Reef 2050 Plan address  

human dimensions and establish targets and actions for:  

1) Governance 

2) Heritage 

3) Community 

4) Economic outcomes.  

However, as a result of limited socio-economic research 

coordination, there is no agreed framework to benchmark 

these human dimensions to help monitor progress, refine 

strategies and progress actions identified in the Reef 2050 

Plan. 

The project, titled  The IMS 2050 Human Dimensions 

Project:  Cost effective indicators and metrics for key 

GBRWHA human  dimensions (NESP Project 3.2.2), will 

add value to and ensure  continuity with information 

collected through the Social and Economic Long Term 

Monitoring Program for the Great Barrier Reef by: 

determining potential and extant indicator sets; 

evaluating data collection cost effectiveness; determining 

thresholds (where appropriate); providing guidelines for a 

collaborative approach via expert panel discussions, for 

developing grading scores  based on multiple lines of 

evidence to rate progress towards relevant Reef 2050 

Plan targets, objectives and  outcomes. 

“This project for the first time sees communities  and 

people in the GBR catchment being considered as part of  

the wider Reef ecosystem. It will start to consider looking  

after the resilience of GBR communities as being just as 

important as looking after the biophysical health of the 

reef  itself.” Allan Dale 2017 

To date, the project has:  

1. Formed the NESP TWQ Human Dimensions Research 

(Coordination and Prioritization) Network. The Network 

will coordinate efforts to address critical research needs 

and plan and support emerging social and economic 

research priorities for the GBR. At this stage, membership 

is derived from three major groups: 

 NESP TWQ Project 3.2.2 team members 

 The RIMReP Human Dimensions Expert Working 

Group - formed as part of the Reef 2050 Integrated 

Monitoring and Reporting Program (RIMReP)   
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“This project for the first time 
sees communities  and 
people in the GBR catchment 
being considered as part of  
the wider Reef ecosystem. It 
will start to consider looking  
after the resilience of GBR 
communities as being just as 
important as looking after the 
biophysical health of the reef  
itself.”  
 
Allan Dale, 2017 

Margaret Gooch 

http://www.environment.gov.au/marine/gbr/long-term-sustainability-plan
http://www.environment.gov.au/marine/gbr/long-term-sustainability-plan
http://www.environment.gov.au/marine/gbr/long-term-sustainability-plan
http://www.environment.gov.au/marine/gbr/long-term-sustainability-plan
http://www.environment.gov.au/marine/gbr/long-term-sustainability-plan


Developing Northern Australia Conference  

Professor Allan Dale chaired the Developing Northern Australia Conference for the third year in 2017. The conference, held in Cairns at the Pullman 

International Hotel 19-20 June, focused on initiatives to drive progress, growth and investment in the development of northern Australia. It has been two 

years since the release of the Our North, Our Future: White Paper on Developing Northern Australia was released. With bipartisan and bilateral 

commitment to implementation of the white paper on developing northern Australia, this conference gave northern Australians and their partners from 

the south and the wider world a chance to share their vision for the future of the North. Allan Dale said that there are: 

“… big issues and opportunities ahead of us including the need to support Indigenous led-development, the need to resolve landscape scale conflicts, 

securing energy and water security, resolving labour force issues, infrastructure and services gaps. These are complex issues that need a longer term vision 

and shared and innovative solutions.” 

Allan believes that: "For the first time we've got a longer bilateral conversation going on between both the Federal Government, two state governments 

and the territory government about the future."  

Over 500 people participated in the workshop and heard a range of speakers including: 

 Hurriyet Babacan, CEO, Tablelands Regional Council 

 Luke Bowen, General Manager, Northern Australia Development and Trade, NT Department of Trade, Business and Innovation 

 Senator the Hon Matt Canavan, Minister for Resources and Northern Australia (re-recorded) 

 Mark Coffey, Head, Office of Northern Australia 

 Philip Davies, CEO, Infrastructure Australia 

 Eddie Fry, Chairmen, Indigenous Land Council 

 Tracey Hayes, CEO, Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association 

 Sandra Harding, Vice Chancellor and President, James Cook University 

 Fiona Jose, Executive General Manager, Cape Operations, Cape York Partnership 

 Sheriden Morris, Chair, Cooperative Research Centre (CRC) for Developing Northern Australia 

 Joe Morrison, CEO, Northern Land Council 

 Gina Rinehart, Chair, Hancock Prospecting (pre-record) 

 Bernard Salt AM, Partner, KPMG 

 Sharon Warburton, Chair, Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility 

 

For more information please visit northaust.org.au/ 

Natural Resource Management Forum  

This forum was held at Gardens Point on 7 June 2017, it followed on from the first NRM forum held by QUT in 2012.  

There has been a shift away from an integrated delivery approach over the last five years. This forum facilitated a discussion about NRM into the future.  

Research conducted by QUT, UQ, JCU and CSIRO, and funded by the Australian Research Council was presented. The research considered questions of 

integrated NRM and delivery in Queensland.   

This forum involved some 60 key decision makers from across government and the NRM sector. The Deputy Directors General participated in a panel 

session to discuss priorities for integrating NRM. Chairs and CEOs from NRM bodies highlighted key innovations and opportunities to maintain and 

strengthen partnerships and engagement into the future.  

For more information please contact Karen Vella  

Events 
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http://northernaustralia.gov.au/files/files/NAWP-FullReport.pdf
northaust.org.au/
mailto:karen.vella@qut.edu.au


 

3rd International Conference on Public Policy, Singapore, June 2017 

Jaime Olvera-Garcia will presented a  paper titled “Impact of different collaborative governance approaches on environmental outcomes: The case of 

Australian natural resource planning” 

For further information please visit  www.ippapublicpolicy.org/conference/icpp-3-singapore-2017/7 

 

 

 

AES International Evaluation Conference, Canberra, 4-6 September 2017 

This conference showcases the best of Australia and New Zealand’s evaluation work across many disciplines, and includes international keynote speakers 
form the US and South Africa. Abstracts have closed but registration is open.  

conference2017.aes.asn.au 

 

Australian Political Studies Association Conference Melbourne 25-27 September 2017 

The theme for this year’s APSA conference is ‘Democracy and populism: A new age of extremes?’ APSA always has a strong showing of environmental 
policy and political science studies. The call for abstracts is open until 3 July 2017.  

events.arts.monash.edu/events/australian-political-studies-association-annual-conference-2017/event-summary-
3127de871d0a4ad0a72603f744d998bf.aspx 

 

Realist evaluation conference Brisbane 24-26 October 2017 

Realist evaluation is an approach that explores ‘what works for who’ and ‘why’. Abstracts and registrations are now open for the 2017 International Realist 
Conference in Brisbane 24-26 October 2017. Submissions on fields of health, crime and justice, international development, economic evaluation, 
environment and climate change, and many others expected. Closing date for abstracts is 9 June.  

realist2017.org 

Upcoming Events 
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Events cont.  

Singapore skyline | suman76 | pixabay.com/photo-200679/ 

http://www.ippapublicpolicy.org/conference/icpp-3-singapore-2017/7C:/Users/jc166350/Documents/Allan%20Dale
http://conference2017.aes.asn.au
http://events.arts.monash.edu/events/australian-political-studies-association-annual-conference-2017/event-summary-3127de871d0a4ad0a72603f744d998bf.aspx
http://events.arts.monash.edu/events/australian-political-studies-association-annual-conference-2017/event-summary-3127de871d0a4ad0a72603f744d998bf.aspx
http://realist2017.org/


Economic values and Indigenous protected areas across Northern Australia 

Technical report for the Northern Australian Environmental Resources Hub of the National Environmental Research Program, Project 5.1. 

www.nespnorthern.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Economic_Values_and_IPAs_final_web.pdf 

 

Integrated models, frameworks and decision support tools to guide management and planning in Northern Australia. Final report 

Technical report for the Northern Australian Environmental Resources Hub of the National Environmental Research Program, Project 1.2 

www.nespnorthern.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Review_of_models_final_web.pdf 

 

Murray Darling Ministers latest meeting 

The latest Ministerial meeting on the Basin Plan implementation considered how to optimise strategies across states. A widespread algal bloom in the 

southern basin is being closely monitored. The Northern Basin Review is due to report later this year.  

www.mdba.gov.au/about-us/governance/ministerial-council/murray-darling-basin-ministers-meet-melbourne-11-mar-2016 

 

Reef Water Science Taskforce report  

The water science taskforce convened by the Queensland Government released its interim report, which it is now  

finalising following public consultation.  

www.gbr.qld.gov.au/taskforce/interim-report/ 

 

Shared services 

Market forces are driving non-profit organisations to consider cost-sharing models - this paper looks at lessons from the public and private sectors for 

shared service models.  

eprints.qut.edu.au/5161/2/5161.pdf 

 

Models of water quality impacts in wet and dry tropics 

How does water quality impact ecosystem health in the Great Barrier Reef? This paper summarises water quality risks for wet and dry tropic catchments of 

the GBR in conceptual models.  

dx.doi.org/10.1071/MF15301  

 

How local institutions mediate the delivery of reef programs 

The delivery of national agricultural-environmental programs is influenced by local institutions such as agricultural  

extension networks. This paper looks at farmer perceptions of these sorts of programs, including the perceived risks of participating.  

dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jrurstud.2014.11.011  

[note this is a pay to view article] 

 

Re-interpretation of ecologically sustainable development goals 

Peter Burnett looked at the goals of environmental policy since the 1970’s and found that the objective of ecologically-sustainable development, estab-

lished in has been progressively reinterpreted since it was introduced in the 1990s. See the paper 'What Are We Really Trying to Achieve? Australian Envi-

ronmental Meta-Policy Objectives since 1970.’  

www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/APF/Past_Scholarship_research 

 

Building bridges between science and society 

This a good piece about the need to build stronger bridges between science and society in order to face the world’s environmental challenges. 

ensia.com/voices/to-build-a-sustainable-world-academics-need-to-tear-down-the-ivory-tower/  

Interesting links  
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http://www.nespnorthern.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Economic_Values_and_IPAs_final_web.pdf
http://www.nespnorthern.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Review_of_models_final_web.pdf
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