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About the Tropical Australian Academic Health

Centre

About
The Tropical Australian Academic Health Centre (TAAHC) is a collaboration between the

five hospital and health services in northern Queensland - Cairns and Hinterland,

Mackay, North West, Torres and Cape and Townsville - the Northern Queensland

Primary Health Network and James Cook University, including the Australian Institute of

Tropical Health and Medicine.

Strategic Objective
Through an emphasis on translational research, TAAHC aims to embed research into

health service delivery to improve quality and efficiency of care, enhance recruitment

and retention of professionals in the region and encourage greater investment in the

north.

Recognition
In 2020 TAAHC became the third Centre for innovation in Regional Health accredited by

the National Health and Medical Research Council, one of ten accreditated Research

Translation Centres in Australia. Centres for Innovation in Regional Health are

collaborations between research organisations, health care providers and educational

institutions, all working together to deliver innovative, research-based health care and

training for the benefit of their regional and remote communities.

History
TAAHC Members have a long history of service delivery, workforce training and

innovation aimed at improving health and workforce capacity across a large region with

unique health challenges. These challenges include a higher burden of non-

communicable diseases including diabetes and cardiovascular disease, the impact of and

public health responses to tropical, exotic and infectious diseases, disparities in access to

health care and health outcomes, and the provision of health care over a large

geographic area entailing a multidimensional practice environment requiring ‘generalist’

skills and training.

The concept of establishing an Academic Health Centre for northern Queensland and

tropical Australia had been discussed within the various Hospital and Health Services in

the region and at James Cook University for a number of years. A shared commitment to

investigate the potential benefits of establishing a tropical AHC was identified in 2013

and 2014. In April 2016, the partners signed a Memorandum of Understanding to

establish TAAHC.TAAHC was established as a company limited guarantee in June 2019. 
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Our unique focus on tropical health, Indigenous health and health service delivery in
regional, rural and remote settings aims to position northern Australia as a global leader in
rural, remote and tropical health care and workforce innovation.



Service delivery to regional, rural, remote and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

populations

Innovative health workforce models

Non-communicable diseases with high regional prevalence

Infectious diseases and biosecurity

Northern Queensland has a distinctive research profile, influenced by its demography,

tropical location and infectious disease risks.

Our research is organised within four key thematic areas and responds to the distinctive

health challenges facing northern Queensland. 

TAAHC Research Themes

Our research covers the whole translational pathway from bench to bedside, including

public health and policy.

Our Research Strategy guides research investment and activity across TAAHC. The goal of

the Strategy is to enhance and increase research capacity and capability across all TAAHC

members through a two-track approach, providing tailored, differential suppport to

Members with established and emerging research capacity and promoting and enabling

collaboration across the partnership.
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Our Research

The TAAHC 'Value

Add' - what we deliver

for our Members

https://www.taahc.org.au/research/research-themes/service-delivery-to-regional-rural-remote-and-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-populations/
https://www.taahc.org.au/research/research-themes/innovative-health-workforce-models/
https://www.taahc.org.au/research/research-themes/non-communicable-diseases-with-high-regional-prevalence/
https://www.taahc.org.au/research/research-themes/infectious-diseases-and-biosecurity/
https://os-data-2.s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/thttps:/www.taahc.org.au/research/research-strategy/


Organisational Structure

TAAHC Board Chair

Research and Innovation Expert Reference Group

Clinical Leadership Group
Expert Research Advisory

Group (peer review)

Research Capacity Building

Working Group

Ethics and Research Governance

Network

Manager, Program

Operations/Executive Officer

Research Education

Academic Lead

N.B The encumbent will

collaborate closely with members

of the TAAHC Clinical Leadership

Group. 
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Our Members
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Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and Health

Service

Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and Health

Service covers an area of 142,900 square

kilometres, from Tully in the south, Cow

Bay in the north and Croydon in the west.

The outer western region of the service

includes extremely remote communities.

Cairns Hospital is the only major referral

hospital in Far North Queensland and also

provides care for people from Cape York

and the Torres Strait.

Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and Health

Service provides most specialised health

services. A small number of its high level

acute services are done in Townsville and

Brisbane.

https://cairns-

hinterland.health.qld.gov.au/about-

us/what-we-do

Since 1996, the Cairns and Hinterland

Hospital and Health Service has been an

active partner in research and clinical trials.

The Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and

Health Service Research Excellence Plan

builds research capacity and capability

across all professional streams in four key

areas:Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

health; Tropical health and medicine;

Health care data linkage and health service

research and; Equity of access to health

care

https://cairns-

hinterland.health.qld.gov.au/_media/resear

ch/chhhs-research-excellence-plan-2018-

2022.pdf

James Cook University

James Cook University (JCU) is a world-class

university ranked in the top 300 globally. 

JCU is at the forefront of improving health in

rural, remote, Indigenous and tropical

communities worldwide. With teaching

programs spanning the range of health

professions, graduates are progressive,

flexible health professionals whose training is

directly relevant to the health issues of

northern Australia and the Tropics worldwide.

Home to two World Health Collaborating

Centres and the Australian Institute of

Tropical Health and Medicine, our research is

internationally recognised with global impact

and addresses the most challenging health

issues facings tropical Australia and the

Tropics worldwide.

https://www.jcu.edu.au/about-jcu/about-jcu

The Australian Institute of Tropical Health

and Medicine (AITHM) is a flagship research

institute of James Cook University based in

the tropics of northern Australia. Australia’s

only dedicated tropical health and medicine

research institute, AITHM is focussed on

solving problems of importance to the

tropics, leading to improvements in health

systems and healthcare delivery, improved

biosecurity, and enhanced health outcomes

for Australians and our neighbouring tropical

nations.

https://www.aithm.jcu.edu.au/about-

xuwpz5/about-aithm/what-is-aithm/

https://cairns-hinterland.health.qld.gov.au/about-us/what-we-do
https://cairns-hinterland.health.qld.gov.au/_media/research/chhhs-research-excellence-plan-2018-2022.pdf
https://cairns-hinterland.health.qld.gov.au/_media/research/chhhs-research-excellence-plan-2018-2022.pdf
https://www.jcu.edu.au/about-jcu/about-jcu
https://www.aithm.jcu.edu.au/about-xuwpz5/about-aithm/what-is-aithm/


Our Members
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Mackay Hospital and Health Service

The Mackay Hospital and Health Service is

a contemporary organisation with over

2000 employees, providing extensive

health services in a range of regional,

community and rural settings, to a

population of around 180,000 people.

https://www.mackay.health.qld.gov.au/abo

ut-us/

It is home to the Mackay Institute of

Research and Innovation, whose goal is to

facilitate research, drive innovation and

support the delivery of evidence and value-

based, patient-centred care across the

Health Service.

https://miri.health.qld.gov.au/

Northern Queensland Primary Health

Network

Northern Queensland Primary Health

Network (NQPHN) is one of 31 regionalised

and independent PHNs established nationally

by the Commonwealth Department of Health

to provide local communities with better

access to improved primary healthcare

services.

The NQPHN region extends from Moranbah

in the south, up to the Torres Strait in the

north, and west to Croydon and Kowanyama.

NQPHN aims to improve health outcomes for

all residents by supporting, investing in, and

working collaboratively with local, other

health organisations, and the wider

community. 

https://www.nqphn.com.au/about-us/about-

nqphn

North West Hospital and Health Service

North West Hospital and Health Service

delivers health services to the communities

of North West Queensland, serving a

population of around 32,000 people,

across one regional hospital, two

multipurpose health services, three remote

hospitals, four primary health clinics and

five community health centres.

Its purpose is to embrace change, to forge

close partnerships, and to work closely with

communities to improve the health of

people across North West Queensland.

https://www.northwest.health.qld.gov.au/o

pportunities/work-with-us/

https://www.mackay.health.qld.gov.au/about-us/
https://miri.health.qld.gov.au/
https://www.nqphn.com.au/about-us/about-nqphn
https://www.northwest.health.qld.gov.au/opportunities/work-with-us/


Our Members
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Townsville Hospital and Health Service

The Townsville Hospital and Health Service

is passionate about improving the health

and lives of the North Queensland

community. Each day, the Townsville

Hospital and Health Service sees 336

people in its emergency departments, 1,913

people through its specialist outpatient

clinics and 40 people in its operating

theatres.

The health service covers a geographically

dispersed catchment, extending west to

Richmond and Hughenden, north to

Cardwell, south to Home Hill and east to

Magnetic and Palm Islands. It supports a

population of almost 250,000 people and

is home to Townsville University Hospital

(TUH), North Queensland’s only tertiary

hospital, which supports a referral

catchment of almost 700,000 people.

https://www.townsville.health.qld.gov.au/a

bout-us/

Research is a vital component of the

Townsville Hospital and Health Service’s

strategic vision to be a leader in healthcare

in Northern Australia. It is home to the

Townsville Institute of Health Research and

Innovation (TIHRI), a purpose-built, state-

of-the-art research facility which includes a

clinical trial unit suitable for conducting all

clinical trial phases

https://www.townsville.health.qld.gov.au/r

esearch/for-researchers/townsville-

institute-of-health-research-and-

innovation/

Torres and Cape Hospital and Health

Service

The Torres and Cape Hospital and Health

Service is the most northerly of Queensland's

Hospital and Health Services and covers over

158,000km2 across 13 local government

areas. Its northern boundary is adjacent to

Papua New Guinea.

The Torres and Cape Hospital and Health

Service is one of Australia's largest providers

of health services to Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander peoples. It provides health care

to a resident population of more than

25,000 people of which 63.7% identify as

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander.

The service comprises of 31 primary health

care centres, 2 hospitals (Thursday Island and

Bamaga), a multi-purpose health service

(Cooktown) and an integrated health service

(Weipa).

https://www.health.qld.gov.au/torres-

cape/html/our-profile

https://www.townsville.health.qld.gov.au/about-us/
https://www.townsville.health.qld.gov.au/about-us/
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/torres-cape/html/our-profile


About Tropical Northern Queensland

Spectacular natural beauty and thriving regional, rural and remote communities, Northern

Queensland is an ideal place to call home.

With the Great Barrier Reef, Australian Outback and ancient rainforests, Northern Queensland

has a treasure-trove of natural wonders to explore. The urban centres of Cairns and

Townsville are major commercial and tourism hubs, providing opportunities for business,

recreation and adventure.

 

Northern Queensland is home to some of the best weather that Australia has to offer. Sunny

days, warm waters, cool ocean breezes and a generally comfortable climate are part of what

make Northern Queensland such a popular place to live. 

The Northern Queensland climate is characterised by two distinct seasons, with warm

temperatures and a low rainfall during the winter period while summer sees higher rainfall

and warmer, balmy temperatures.
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Cairns and Hinterland Region

Cairns is the principal centre of Far North Queensland with a population of more than 240,000

people. About a 2-hour flight from Brisbane, Cairns is surrounded by lush World Heritage listed

Wet Tropics rainforest to the west and north and by the Great Barrier Reef to the east.

 

With unique natural and built environments, Cairns has a broad range of amenities to suit

multiple lifestyles. Embrace the tropical environment by visiting the Great Barrier Reef and

discover where the reef meets the rainforest in the majestic World Heritage listed Daintree

Rainforest. Find your place in neighbourhoods that are sprawled along the beachfront, nestled

beside the mountains, or mere minutes from the heart of the city. Get a glimpse into the

region’s rich history and culture at the local museums and art galleries or take a trip to the

charming village of Kuranda after taking in the amazing views from the scenic cableway.

Cairns itself offers a range of parks, more than 450 kilometres of cycleways, and extensive

tropical botanic gardens to explore. Cairns is a major commercial, industrial, educational, retail

and entertainment centre. Tourism, health care and construction are major sectors of the Cairns

economy, with the Cairns Airport having the highest passenger to population ratio in Australia. 

To find out more about living in Cairns, visit

  

www.cairns.qld.gov.au
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http://www.cairns.qld.gov.au/


Mackay Region

The Mackay region is home to a diverse and vibrant community with rural and coastal living

opportunities in 30 townships, small rural settlements, and rural residential areas. The Mackay

region is one of the fastest growing in Queensland, with a population of about 115,000 people. 

When living in the Mackay region you get to experience an idyllic lifestyle, with unique wildlife

and breathtaking landscapes. There is plenty to do and see from beaches, rainforests, rockpools,

wildlife, fishing, water sports, bushwalking, shopping and adventure activities.The region has a

diverse landscape from beaches, islands, mountains, pristine rainforests, to country mining and

farming towns. 

Within the Mackay region is Airlie Beach, the gateway to the Whitsundays which is made up of

74 Island wonders in the heart of the Great Barrier Reef. Explore an ancient rainforest in the

Finch Hatton Gorge where you can take a walk or zip line through the tree tops, and experience

a landscape of waterfalls, lush flora and volcanic boulder formations.

To learn more about living in Mackay visit

www.mackayregion.com
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http://www.mackayregion.com/


North West Region

The North West region encompasses a population of over 30 thousand people across a large and

diverse geographical area. Its largest population centre Mount Isa is the rodeo capital of

Australia, hosting the largest rodeo in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Known as the oasis of the outback, North West Queensland offers a vivid mix of people and

landscapes – from glorious beaches and mountains, hinterlands, spectacular rainforests, rich

farmland, to wide savannah country, wilderness and the red soil of the Australian outback.

The North West region is rich in Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander culture. It also has a strong

a cattle, fishing and mining industry. There are ample places to fish, camp, relax and enjoy the

outback sunset. The rugged terrain makes the region perfect for the four wheeler adventurer. 

Explore nature’s beauty by canoeing the gentle gorge and creek at Adels Grove. 60 kms north of

Hughenden you will find the Porcupine National Park (often called Australia’s Mini Grand

Canyon). Here you will discover the towering cliffs of coloured sandstone, forests and

waterholes.

Learn more about what North West has to offer at

www.outbackqueensland.com.au/outbackregions/north-west/
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Torres and Cape Region

The Cape and Torres region includes Cooktown, Bamaga, Kowanyama, Thursday Island and

Weipa, along with 274 islands off the tip of Cape York.

The Torres Strait Islands are north of Cape York and south of Papua New Guinea. The Islands

have stunning, untouched beaches which lead into sparkling, crystal clear waters. Torres Strait

Islands are a hidden wonder and visitors will enjoy being in a tropical paradise with a variety of

things to do and see.

Cape York Peninsula contains the historic town of Cooktown, remote Savannah and rainforest

clad national parks. From the Western Cape and the Gulf of Carpentaria to the Coral Sea and

Great Barrier Reef this remote part of Australia captivates visitors with amazing wildlife, cultural

experiences, characters and adventure. There are plenty of opportunities for great fishing,

adventure 4WD and bush camping.

For more information about living in the Torres and Cape region visit

www.torres.qld.gov.au/

www.cooktownandcapeyork.com/go/cape
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http://www.torres.qld.gov.au/
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Townsville Region

Townsville is located on the north-eastern coast of Queensland, Australia, about halfway

between the tip of Cape York and Brisbane. It lies in the Burdekin Dry Tropics Region, which

covers approximately 95,000 square kilometres and includes Bowen, Ayr, and Charters Towers.

Townsville is Australia's largest urban centre north of the Sunshine Coast and is considered the

unofficial capital of North Queensland, with a population of more than 229,000 people.

Townsville has a diverse economy that includes retail, trade, health and education services,

government administration and defence, construction, manufacturing, and property and business

services.

Townsville offers a range of experiences, from strolling the tropical beach and garden strip of

The Strand, to appreciating wildlife in the tropical aquarium and taking in the view from Castle

Hill. Neighbouring Magnetic Island is only eight kilometres away and is a popular destination for

locals and tourists. The tropical island paradise boasts stunning beaches, access to beautiful

coral reefs and hiking trails. 

To discover more about living in Townsville, visit 

www.townsville.qld.gov.au
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http://www.townsville.qld.gov.au/


How to apply

Resume/CV – tailored to highlight your relevant experience in relation to the requirements

of the role, including key achievements from current or former positions.

Response to Selection Criteria - all applicants must address the Selection Criteria

identified in the Role Description

Covering Letter – one to two page introductory letter discussing your motivation for the

role and how you believe your skills and experience would ensure your success at TAAHC.

Please apply for the role via https://www.taahc.org.au/vacancies/ and submit the following as

part of your application:

Applications for this vacancy close midnight AEST Wednesday 1 December 2021.

Contact

Emeritus Professor Ian Wronski

Chair, Tropical Australian Academic Health Centre

+61 7 4781 5036

taahc@jcu.edu.au
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