
NEWSLETTER
WEEKS: 3-4 | TERM: 3 | 2018

FROM THE PRINCIPAL...
Dear Members of the St John’s Catholic College Community, 

This semester we have welcomed Jade (Year 7), Tristina 
(Year 7), Shaeneille (Year 7), Mashailyn (Year 7), Kyle (Year 
8), Fabian (Year 8), Chelsea (Year 9), Shania (Year 9), Jackayla 
(Year 10), Jacinta (Year 10), Khennu (IEU), Deng (IEU), Aluk 
(IEU), Austin (IEU), Felicia (IEU), Janeth (IEU) and their 
families into the St John’s Catholic College community. It is 
wonderful to welcome so many new families into our College 
community and to reiterate our commitment to our Catholic 
identity, quality teaching and learning, and excellent pastoral 
care.  

TERM 3 IMPORTANT DATES

• Week 5: Wednesday  – Friday 22-24 
Aug – Year 10 Retreat

• Week 6: Friday 31 Aug – Cross 
Country

• Week 8: Tuesday 11 Sep – Fr Rob 
Galea 

• Week 9: Tuesday 18 Sep – Year 9 
Catholic Identity Day

• Week 9: Monday – Friday 17 – 21 
Sep Stage 2 Trial Exams

• Week 10: Friday 28 Sep Last day of 
Term 3.

Last Friday we gathered to acknowledge, affirm and celebrate student achievement at our formal assembly for Term 3. Congratulations 
to all recipients of our Cum Laude and Magna Cum Laude Awards:

Cum Laude Award Recipients:
Kleavyn Hira
Adhof Rery

Kyle Graham
Salvador Soares

Dimitrios Syriotis

Magna Cum Laude Awards Recipients:
Leonardo Soares

Mirabelle Matyorautah
Leada Blackie

Camille Gavino
Cadence Kavanagh

Our keynote speaker at our formal assembly was 2017 NT Local Hero and NT Australian of the Year Tejinder Pal Singh and his wife 
Gurpreet Kaur. Tejinder is well known around Darwin for his monthly food van which serves the poor, homeless, needy and hungry. 
Tejinder, a local Taxi Driver, spoke of the racial abuse he received shortly after his arrival in Darwin as the impetus to give back to the 
community and to challenge negative perceptions of migrants and members of the Sikh Faith. Tejinder’s story provides a wonderful 
example of service leadership and his actions challenge our community to find practical ways to live out our Gospel Values and our 
Catholic Social Teachings.

Tejinder’s message affirms our Student Representative Committee in their goal to stand in solidarity with the OLSH Sisters and the 
students and staff of Comboni School, Mapuordit, South Sudan. Members of the wider College community are invited to join with us 
for our Founder’s Day Mass on Friday 19 October at St Paul’s Parish, Nightcliff .

Finally congratulations to all members of the St John’s Rugby League team for the courage and spirit displayed in the final of the 
Newcastle Knights Cup against MacKillop Catholic College on Wednesday (SJCC: 40 - MKCC: 4). Amazing Effort. 

Fortes in Fide,

Cameron Hughes
Principal





FORMAL ASSEMBLY: CUM LAUDE 
Friday 10th August, 2018 

Keynote speaker Tejinder Pal Singh.



FROM THE
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL:  CATHOLIC IDENTITY AND PRACTICE
Dear St John’s Catholic College family,
 
As we continue to build our connection 
with the MSC and OLSH charism and 
the living Heart Spirituality, students 
and staff were presented with a 
reflection based upon the work of Fr 
Nick Harnan an Irish MSC priest.
  
After Jesus died and before he 
ascended into heaven, he wanted to 

find a way to keep his memory alive and effective in the world.  
So he went up the mountain and called his followers to him.  
They came from all times and places. He began saying - when I 
was living here on earth, I was a great teacher. I gave sermons 
and taught like no Rabbi did.  It is essential that this part of 
me be continued after I go.  A man from Spain whose name 
was Dominic raised his hand and said, Lord I will continue that 
part of you.  I will begin an order of preachers and together 
we will go to the ends of the earth teaching and preaching 
like you did.  The Dominicans were born.  Jesus continued - 
here on earth, I was a poor man.  I had no home of my own.  
I lived simply like the lilies of the field and the birds of the air.  
In my poverty, I had a personal and intimate relationship with 
creation. A young man from central Italy stood up, took off 
his clothes, dropped his mantle and said eccomi, mi chiamo 
Francesco! I will continue that part of you and will gather 
men and women in a life of poverty and love and respect 
for creation. The Franciscans were born. And Jesus went on 
and on and for every part of him, someone stood up and 
volunteered to keep that part of his memory alive.  Finally 
Jesus said, in becoming a human being, I was the incarnation 
of God who is Love.  Any form of pain or suffering moved 
my heart with compassion. I treated everyone, especially the 
poor and the marginalised, with kindness and mercy.  My 
love was the answer to the ills of society.  Who would like 
to keep this part of my memory alive? A parish priest from a 
small French town called Issoudun raised his hand and said I 
will.  Lord, I have seen and believed in the greatness of your 
love and I wish to share this with all.  I will gather men and 
women, lay, religious and priests, who will join me in keeping 
this part of your memory alive, everywhere and forever!  And 
so we, the members of the Chevalier community and the St 
John’s Catholic College family, are called to be Christ Heart 
on Earth.

As member of the St John’s Catholic College family, how can 
you live out Fr Chevalier’s work and become Christ’s heart 
on earth?

 Espiscopal Ordination of Father Charles Gauci:

The Episcopal Ordination of Father Charles Gauci, as the new 
Bishop of Darwin, will take place on Wednesday, September 
26, at 7:00 pm at St Mary’s Star of the Sea Cathedral. I would 
encourage you to attend as this is a very special occasion. 
 
Youth Mass – St Mary’s Catholic Primary School’s 110 
Anniversary Mass:

On Sunday 2 September, members of the College Community 
will be joining the St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
community to celebrate St Mary’s 110 years of education, 

for more information please see the flyer which is included 
in the Newsletter.
 
Faith Formation Events:

• Week 5 (22-24 August): Year 10 Catholic Identity 
Retreat, Mary River

• Week 8 (11 September): Year 7-9 Catholic Education 
Office Youth Event with Fr Rob Galea

• Week 9 (18 September): Year 9 Catholic Identity Day, 
St John’s Catholic College  

 
Pastoral Care and Wellbeing:

In Week 5, Year 12s will be meeting with their Head of 
House to discuss their studies and to have the opportunity 
to talk through how they are feeling as they prepare for 
their end of year exams. This is an important time for our 
students and having the opportunity to meet with their 
Head of House adds another layer of support as they enter 
into their final phases of secondary schooling.

I would also encourage parents and guardians to keep in 
regular contact with your son’s or daughter’s Homeroom 
Teacher and Head of House on Phone: 08 89 82 2222, or 
alternatively please feel free to email your son/daughter’s 
Head of House: 
• Burford House: Mr. Shinya Nagaike:  

Shinya.Nagaike@nt.catholic.edu.au
• Daley House:  Ms. Annie Miller:    

Annie.Miller@nt.catholic.edu.au 
• O’Loughlin House: Ms. Melissa Nielsen:  

Melissa.Nielsen@nt.catholic.edu

Study Skills Tip:

Some students are naturally able to find a good balance 
between all the facets of their life: schoolwork, sports, 
activities, friends, family, technology and all of the other 
aspects of life that keep us busy from when we wake to 
when we sleep. 

Other students struggle to fit their schoolwork in during 
the evenings and weekend. Some students come home 
after school and just sort of ‘wait’ until they feel like 
working. And what happens is that they never feel like it so 
they just don’t get started! 

Some students start work not long after they get home, 
but they drag their work out over the whole night doing 
work in front of the TV, or the computer or their phone. It 
takes them the whole night, but they hardly get any work 
done and they don’t feel like they have had a break at all. 

A much more effective way to approach home study each 
evening is to keep your school work and your personal life 
separate. Don’t do your work in front of the TV, don’t do 
it while on social network sites or while using messenger 
apps, instead work in 20-30 minute blocks of time and 
during this time make the conscious choice to actually 
remove or turn off things that are going to distract you. 
As it is only for a short block of time, it is bearable. Train 
yourself to have breaks from your distractions for the 
blocks of time when you do schoolwork. 



By doing this you will learn to really focus and concentrate on what you are doing for a block of time. You will be amazed 
at how much work you get done and how productive you are during this time. Then at the end of that half hour period 
you have a proper break and really enjoy your free time. 

You can find special software for blocking distractions on computers and phones in the Dealing with Distractions unit on 
www.studyskillshandbook.com.au 

Our school’s subscription details to this online study skills website for high school students are – www.studyskillshandbook.
com.au 

School username: stjohnst
School password: 54success

God Bless, 

Stephen Versteegh 
Assistant Principal: Catholic Identity and Practice



FROM THE ACTING DEPUTY PRINCIPAL: TEACHING AND LEARNING

Dear St John’s Catholic College family,

University Applications:

Ms Tracey Ingui worked with Year 12 
students on applying for university 
and how to order their preferences. 
Students were also provided with 
advice on how they were currently 
tracking and how to check their own 

results in StudentsOnline. Students will 
be provided with further opportunities to seek advice on 
university applications. Year 12 students are encouraged to 
see Ms Ingui regarding career choices and university prior to 
the closing dates for applications.

Year 12 – SACE Examination Timetable:

The Stage 2 Examination Timetable has been released and is 
available on the SACE website at the link below. 

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/assessment/exams/
timetable

Edmodo: 

As the semester progresses you should be able to see your 
son/daughter’s grades and feedback for each assessment 
task. If you still require the code to access your son/
daughter’s Edmodo groups please contact the Heads of 
House or relevant subject teacher.

Students Online:

Year 11 and 12 students should log on to ‘Students Online’ 
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/connect/students-online  
to check their personal details and their progress in 
achieving the NTCET. Log in requires a SACE registration 
number and PIN.

May God Bless you all,

Cherilyn Hughes
Acting Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning
Cherilyn.hughes@nt.catholic.edu.au



EXAMINATION TIMETABLE FOR 2018 - SACE 

Continued on page 2

Date South Australia 9 am
Northern Territory 8 am
China, Malaysia 7 am
Vietnam 6.30 am

South Australia 1.30 pm
Northern Territory 12.30 pm
China, Malaysia 11.30 am
Vietnam 11 am

Term 4 (to be 
advised)*

Arabic (continuers), Japanese (background speakers), Korean (background speakers),
Korean (continuers), Latin (continuers), languages at beginners level

Tuesday 
23 October

Nationally assessed languages†

Wednesday 
24 October

Auslan (continuers) [2AUC20] (10 am)
2 hours

Malay (background speakers) [2MLD20] 
2 hours 50 minutes

Monday 
5 November

Australian and International Politics [2AIP20] 
2 hours

Biology [2BGY20] 2 hours

Tuesday 
6 November

Chinese (continuers) [2CHC20] 3 hours
Indonesian (continuers) [2INC20] 3 hours
Vietnamese (background speakers) [2VND20] 
3 hours
Vietnamese (continuers) [2VNC20] 3 hours

Modern History [2MOD20] 2 hours

Wednesday 
7 November

English as an Additional Language [2EAL20] 
2½ hours

English Literary Studies [2ELS20] 1 hour and 
40 minutes‡

Thursday 
8 November

General Mathematics [2MGM20] 2 hours Mathematical Methods [2MHS20] 3 hours

Friday 
9 November

Legal Studies [2LEG20] 3 hours Italian (continuers) [2ITC20] 3 hours
Modern Greek (continuers) [2MGC20] 3 hours
Spanish (continuers) [2SPC20] 3 hours

Monday 
12 November

Nutrition [2NUT20] 2 hours Physics [2PYI20] 2 hours

Tuesday 
13 November

Accounting [2ACG20] 2 hours Chemistry [2CEM20] 2 hours

Wednesday 
14 November

Chinese (background speakers) [2CHD20] 
3 hours
French (continuers) [2FRC20] 3 hours
German (continuers) [2GEC20] 3 hours
Japanese (continuers) [2JAC20] 3 hours

Psychology [2PSC20] 2 hours

Thursday 
15 November

Physical Education [2PHE20] 2 hours Economics [2EMS20] 2 hours

Friday 
16 November

Essential Mathematics [2MEM20] 2 hours
Specialist Mathematics [2MSC20] 3 hours

Musical Styles [2MCX10] 1½ hours

Monday 
19 November

Geography [2GHY20] 2 hours Information Technology [2IFT20] 2 hours

Tuesday 
20 November

Tourism [2TOS20] 2 hours Musicianship [2MNP10] 1¾ hours

Notes
*Dates and times for the following examinations are yet to be advised:
Arabic (beginners) [2ARB20] 2½ hours
Arabic (continuers) [2ARC20] 2 hours
Chinese (beginners) [2CHB20] 2½ hours
French (beginners) [2FRB20] 2½ hours
German (beginners) [2GEB20] 2½ hours
Indonesian (beginners) [2INB20] 2½ hours
Italian (beginners) [2ITB20] 2½ hours
Japanese (background speakers) [2JAD20] 2 hours  

 Japanese (beginners) [2JAB20] 2½ hours
 Korean (background speakers) [2KOD20] 2 hours
 Korean (beginners) [2KOB20] 2½ hours
 Korean (continuers) [2KOC20] 2 hours and 50 minutes
 Latin (continuers) [2LTC20] 3 hours
 Modern Greek (beginners) [2MGB20] 2½ hours
 Spanish (beginners) [2SPB20] 2½ hours

Any questions or concerns, please speak with Mrs Cherilyn Hughes. 



VET / CAREERS 

Cade Abala routering a lid for a oilstone box. 

Working at Heights Training at Charles Darwin University. 

Confined Space Training at Charles Darwin University. 

Student’s learning how to tensile steel as part of 
the Manufacturing Pathways Program. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF BOARDING 
Dear members of the St John’s 
Community

One of the best parts of working 
at St. John’s Catholic College is 
having the ability to help and 
support young people become 
strong and resilient individuals 
within our community. We have 
seen many young people do this 
over the years and will no doubt 

continue to see many more in the years to come.

For this to happen, our College staff need to work hard 
and sometimes deal with challenging situations. Our 
residential staff work odd hours throughout afternoons 
and evenings, with split shifts and across weekends as 
well.  There are a number of people who we work with 
that help support our young people in different ways. 

Our Health Centre staff are always available to help with 
appointments and support healthy living, our College 

Chaplain, Father Dave Tremble MGL offers guidance 
and support and other service groups throughout the 
community work hard to support our students in different 
ways.

For our residential staff and the other people connected 
to our community, for families who work hard every 
week to get their children to school and run a household, 
to administration and teaching staff who work hard 
throughout the year to develop skills in education, it is 
very important to take the time to make sure that we are 
looking after ourselves and each other in order to be able 
to support and look after the young people in our care.

Take some time for yourself and do something nice that 
makes you feel better. By doing this, we can all be better 
prepared to do the work that we enjoy the most.

Kind Regards,
 
Scott Mannion
Director of Boarding



FROM THE
HEAD OF HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION / ARTS 
Dear St John’s Catholic College family, 

On Monday the 30th of July the Stage 2 Outdoor Education 
students departed for a week long adventure to Kakadu  
National Park and Nitmiluk National Park. Due to persistent 
fires in Litchfield National Park we were unable to complete 
our self-reliant hike for the second time and at short notice 
moved the walk to Kakadu.  For many of the boys it was 
their first glimpse of the world renowned National Park and 
provided them with some unforgettable walks, views and 
of course crocodiles.  The hike was broken up into short 
walks which included Cahill’s Crossing, Ubirr, Nourlangie 
Rock, Anbangbang Billabong and Nawurlandja lookout.

On Wednesday the 1st of August we packed up camp at 
Jabiru and made our way to Katherine to Canoe the Gorge 
on the Thursday.  On the way through we decided to stop 
and the picturesque Edith Falls which the group absolutely 
loved, again this was their first encounter with what is an 
awe inspiring place.  Katherine Gorge was the site of the 
Canoe trip.  In what proved to be quite an exhausting day 
the group was able to paddle through 6 Gorge’s covering 
just shy of 15km.  All agreed it was well worth the effort to 
experience the magical scenery.  The trip back to Darwin 
was broken up with an early morning bath and Katherine 
Hot Springs and a quick dip at Berry Springs.

I would like to thank Shinya Nagaike and Levi Aldenhoven 

who also attended the camp and provided fantastic support 
and encouragement to the students.

Jonathan Holt 
Head of Health and Physical Education / Arts 



_____________________________________________________________________________
C A T H O L I C  E D U C A T I O N  O F F I C E    

        PO Box 219 Berrimah  NT  0828     T 08 8984 1400    F 08 8984 1444  Email: admin@nt.catholic.edu.au

REF: 2018/053 7 August 2018

TO: STAFF, STUDENTS, PARENTS & CAREGIVERS,
ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE

ALL PRINCIPALS AND STAFF IN ALL SCHOOLS
ALL CEO STAFF
MEMBERS OF THE CATHOLIC EDUCATION COUNCIL NT
ALL STAFF – DIOCESAN OFFICE
PARISH PRIESTS

SUBJECT: ANNOUNCEMENT – PRINCIPALSHIP, ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE, 
DARWIN

Further to my advice in March this year and the consequent advertising and formal 
selection process in recent months, I am pleased to now announce the appointment of Mr
Cameron Hughes to the position of Principal at St John’s Catholic College with immediate 
effect.

Cameron is well known to the St John’s Catholic College community having fulfilled a 
number of roles since his original appointment as a teacher in 2004.

Cameron is a current member of the Catholic Education Council NT and the CEC Finance, 
Facilities and Resources Standing Committee. He was previously a member of the Teaching 
& Learning Standing Committee for ten years (2009-2018).

Cameron has fifteen years teaching experience during which time he has held a number 
of school leadership positions.  Cameron’s senior and significant leadership experience is 
attributed to positions held at Xavier Catholic College, Wurrumiyanga as the Principal and 
Murrupurtiyanuwu Catholic Primary School as Deputy Principal.  Cameron was appointed
Deputy Principal (College Operations) at the start of the 2016 school year at St John’s 
Catholic College and has been Acting Principal during Semester I, 2018.

Cameron’s educational qualifications include: a Bachelor of Business Management (2001), 
a Bachelor of Education (2003), Certificate IV in Training and Assessment (2013), Teaching 
English as a Foreign Language Certification (2014) and a Masters of Educational Leadership 
(2015). 

I am sure you will join me in congratulating Cameron on his appointment and assure him of
your support as he takes on the responsibilities and challenges of this important leadership 
role at St John’s Catholic College, Darwin.

Greg O’Mullane
DIRECTOR OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION

C I R C U L A R



_____________________________________________________________________________ 
C A T H O L I C  E D U C A T I O N  O F F I C E
PO Box 219 Berrimah  NT  0828     T 08 8984 1400    F 08 8984 1444   Email: admin@nt.catholic.edu.au

REF: 2018/054 10 August 2018 

TO: STAFF, STUDENTS, PARENTS & CAREGIVERS, 
O’LOUGHLIN CATHOLIC COLLEGE 

ALL PRINCIPALS AND STAFF IN ALL SCHOOLS 
ALL CEO STAFF 
MEMBERS OF THE CATHOLIC EDUCATION COUNCIL NT 
ALL STAFF – DIOCESAN OFFICE 
PARISH PRIESTS 

SUBJECT: ANNOUNCEMENT – DEPUTY PRINCIPALSHIP 
O’LOUGHLIN CATHOLIC COLLEGE - 2019 

I am pleased to announce the appointment of Mr Stephen Versteegh to the position of Deputy 
Principal at O’Loughlin Catholic College with effect from the start of the 2019 school year. 

Stephen’s educational qualifications include Diploma of Education (Secondary), University of 
South Australia (2008), Bachelor of Business Economics and Public Policy, Flinders University 
(2006), and Certificate IV in Training and Assessing.  He is currently undertaking a Masters of 
Educational Leadership.

In 2017 Stephen was appointed Assistant Principal Religious Education at St John’s Catholic 
College, Darwin.  Prior to this appointment Stephen taught at Marist College, North Shore 
(2011-2016) and Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Catholic College, Alice Springs (July 2008 – 
December 2010).   

Stephen is recognised for his personal commitment and passion in Catholic education and his 
active participation in the life of the school and community. 

I am sure you will join me in congratulating Stephen on his important leadership appointment 
and assuring him of your support in his responsibilities at O’Loughlin Catholic College.

Greg O’Mullane
DIRECTOR OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION

C I R C U L A R


