
NEWSLETTER
WEEKS: 3-4 | TERM: 2 | 2018

TERM 2 IMPORTANT DATES FROM THE ACTING PRINCIPAL...
Dear Members of the St John’s Catholic College Community, 

This fortnight we welcome Darby (Yr 7), Kiarna (Yr 7), 
Christopher (Yr 8), Alessiah (Yr 9), Sarah (Yr 10), Shakita (Yr 
10), Cristopher (IEU) and their families into the St John’s 
Catholic College Community.

In the coming weeks the College will be hosting our ‘Windows 
Days’ for students in Years 5 and 6. The focus of these days 
is for students to experience a regular school day at St John’s 
rather than an intense Open Day type event. We hope that 
through participating, students will become familiar with the 
buildings, classrooms and routines of St John’s, start to form 

• Week 5: Wednesday 23 May 
Window day

• Week 5: Wednesday 23 – Friday 25 
May Year 11 Retreat

• Week 6: Wednesday 30 May 
Window Day

• Week 6: Friday 1 June Athletics 
Carnival

• Week 7: Friday 8 June Sacred Heart 
Mass / Day

• Week 8: Wednesday 13 – Friday 15 
June Outdoor Ed Camp

• Week 8: Wednesday 13 June 
Window Day

• Week 9: Thursday 21 June Science 
and Engineering Challenge

• Week 9: Friday 22 June VET 
Structured work Placement

• Week 10: Friday 29 June Last Day 
of Term 2

friendships with current St John’s students, develop confidence and reduce stress 
around transitioning from Primary School to Middle School.

Windows Days Dates:
- Wednesday 23rd May, 2018 – Holy Spirit Catholic Primary School
- Wednesday 30 May, 2018 – St Mary’s Catholic Primary School
- Wednesday 13 June, 2018 – St Paul’s Catholic Primary School
 
Students from other schools are most welcome to attend and parents / guardians 
are requested to make contact with Ann-Maree Christianson on 8982 2222 or at 

ann-maree.christianson@nt.catholic.edu.au 

This fortnight work commenced to refurbish and refresh Computer Labs H12 and H13 on the Hartzer Campus. This project will 
see significant improvements to the Labs with improved aesthetics and acoustics, new benches, collaborative furniture and 
updated technology. Funding for this project has been obtained through the Block Grant Authority and the College’s budgeting 
process. 

Last week the College Community gathered for our annual Pro Diligentia awards. Darcy Holmes and Verena Bukovac were our 
key note speakers for the event and provided a moving reflection on their experience as ambassadors on the Chief Minister’s 
ANZAC Spirit Study Tour to France and Belgium. 

At the ceremony I used the metaphor of a house to represent the future for our students. I challenged our students to reflect on 
what plans they need to put in place to realise their hopes, dreams and ambitions. Here is an extract from my speech:



We want you (students) to be the architects of your future. Architects have an amazing capacity to conceptualise 
a structure before it exists and then design a plan to achieve that vision. If we use a house as a metaphor for your 
future……… What would it look like? Where would it be located? From what materials is it formed? Who lives in this 
house? What emotions are invoked when you arrive home? Can you describe the ambient sound?

What plans; academic, sporting, cultural and religious, do you need to put in place to realise your hopes, dreams and 
ambitions for your future? We at St John’s Catholic College are invested in your future. We want to see you flourish. 
We support you each and every day with a series of education and formation opportunities and challenges, large and 
small, and that’s why these awards are so important. They acknowledge, affirm and celebrate the effort, energy and 
enthusiasm you put into each day.

To Darcy Holmes and Ms Bukovac I commend you for taking up the challenge and the adventure of the Chief Minister’s 
ANZAC Spirit study tour. To our parents, guardians and families I thank you for your attendance and your ongoing support 
of the St John’s Catholic College community, and to our award recipients today. Know that we are very proud of you. 
Proud of your efforts and proud of your achievements. You inspire us all.

Fortes in Fide 

Cameron Hughes
Acting Principal

Formal Assembly: Pro Diligentia Awards



Formal Assembly: Pro Diligentia Awards
Congratulations to the following students: 

FIRST_NAME  SURNAME  SCHOOL_YEAR
Stephan   Biro   Year 7 
Martin	 	 	 Caldwell		 	 Year	7	
Kleavyn	 	 	 Hira	 	 	 Year	7	
Kada	 	 	 Hutt	 	 	 Year	7	
Mack   Jackson   Year 7 
Isadora	 	 	 Lorenzo	 	 	 Year	7	
Mirabelle	 	 Matyorautah	 	 Year	7	
Leonardo	 	 Soares	 	 	 Year	7	
Dempsey	 	 Stevens	 	 	 Year	7	
Georgina	 	 Temby	 	 	 Year	7	
Leada	 	 	 Blackie	 	 	 Year	8	
Camille	 	 	 Gavino	 	 	 Year	8	
Teylar	 	 	 Ketterman	 	 Year	8	
Hussen	 	 	 Nditije	 	 	 Year	8	
Ciaralii	 	 	 Parnell	 	 	 Year	8	
Sophie	 	 	 Singh	 	 	 Year	8	
Veronica		 	 Thomas	 	 	 Year	8	
Luke	 	 	 Toplis	 	 	 Year	8	
Edda	 	 	 Baptista	 	 	 Year	9	
Leo	 	 	 Caldwell		 	 Year	9	
Kyle	 	 	 Graham	 	 	 Year	9	
Pendy	 	 	 Gwijangge	 	 Year	9	
Cadence		 	 Kavanagh	 	 Year	9	
Dave	 	 	 Lekenila		 	 Year	9	
Said	 	 	 Nditije	 	 	 Year	9	
Salvador		 	 Soares	 	 	 Year	9	
Dimitrios	 	 Syriotis	 	 	 Year	9	
Dina	 	 	 Tabuni	 	 	 Year	9	
William	 	 	 Temby	 	 	 Year	9	
Lester	 	 	 Timothy		 	 Year	9	
Hayley	 	 	 Tipiloura		 	 Year	9	
William	 	 	 Wood	 	 	 Year	9	
Beau	 	 	 Clausing		 	 Year	10	
Romina	 	 	 Gwijangge	 	 Year	10	
Philip	 	 	 Thomas	 	 	 Year	10	
Nedia	Nacher	 	 Vidigal	Dos	Santos	 Year	10	
Gede		 	 	 Ken	Ken	Wirawan		 Year	10	
Elijah	 	 	 Coombes	 	 Year	11
Logan	 	 	 Hunter	(Justin)	 	 Year	11
Lance	 	 	 Hutt	 	 	 Year	11
Immanuel	 	 Mofu	 	 	 Year	11
Sharniqua	 	 Oxtoby	 	 	 Year	11
En	Olga	 	 	 Pawika	 	 	 Year	11
Nilcia	Zlata	 	 Sousa	Dos	Santos		 Year	11
Lesteisha	 	 Timothy		 	 Year	11
Irren	Isabella	 	 Wetipo	 	 	 Year	11
Jessica	 	 	 Aryanto	 	 	 Year	12	
Allegra	 	 	 Kavanagh	 	 Year	12	
Junaidah	 	 Mamid	 	 	 Year	12	
Charles	 	 	 Wandikbo	 	 Year	12	



FROM THE
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL:  
CATHOLIC IDENTITY AND  
PRACTICE

Dear St John’s Catholic College family, 

On Friday 18 May the College gathered 
together to celebrate Pentecost or 
the ‘birthday’ of the Church. As a 
Catholic family, it is important that 
we recognise and celebrate this 

significant event. The celebration of Pentecost recognises 
the Holy Spirit descending upon the Apostles and sending 
them throughout the nations of the world to live out Christ’s 
calling and to make Jesus known and loved throughout the 
world. As part of the liturgy, Fr Dave our new College Chaplin 
challenged during his reflection to think about what does it 
mean to a disciple and how do we make Christ known and 
loved through our actions.  

As Pope Francis said in his Homily last year we pray that 
through the Holy Spirt we are touched by the grace of our 
Lord:

The prayer we make to the Holy Spirit is for the grace to 
receive his unity, a glance that, leaving personal preferences 
aside, embraces and loves his Church, our Church.  It is to 
accept responsibility for unity among all, to wipe out the 
gossip that sows the darnel of discord and the poison of envy, 
since to be men and women of the Church means being men 
and women of communion.  It is also to ask for a heart that 
feels that the Church is our Mother and our home, an open 
and welcoming home where the manifold joy of the Holy 
Spirit is shared. 
 
New Feast Day for the Church: 
It is not often the Catholic Church adds new celebrations to 
its calendar, but this is what Pope Francis did on March 3 
this year when he announced a new feast day titled, Mary, 
Mother of the Church. The feast day will be celebrated on 
the Monday following Pentecost Sunday and for 2018 it will 
be celebrated on May 21. The new Feast day will encourage 
us to think more about Marian aspect of the Church to follow 
the wonderful example that Mary sets us as the First disciple.

Pastoral Care and Wellbeing:
On Monday 14 May, Ms Carly Bilke, the Education Officer 
for Secondary Schools at the Catholic Education Office, 
presented to our Year 12 students on some of the challenges 
faced with competing priorities. It was an opportunity for 
students to review their current study habits and techniques, 
and learn skills to help manage stress. Students found the 
workshop to be very informative and practical, and learnt 
new skills that will not only help them with year 12, but also 
at university and in the workforce.

Study Skills: 
At the end of Term One, I wrote to our community about the 
new program that the College has engaged with as part of 
the Pastoral Care program. Educational Services (ELES) Study 

Skills Handbook is a great online resource for parents/
guardians and students to address their study skills issues 
and concerns, as well as learn new ways to improve 
students’ study habits. 

One of the many questions parents and students often ask 
is whether to listen to music while studying.

In an ideal world, we would probably say no to music 
while doing schoolwork, except for classical baroque / 
instrumental music which can assist memory by getting 
the brain into a relaxed state. But a good compromise is as 
follows: If the work is not very difficult, and fairly routine, 
then you can have whatever music you like on. It will make 
you feel relaxed, it will make you feel like the time is going 
faster, and help you persist with completing the work you 
need to do. But if the work requires higher order thinking 
skills, i.e. studying for a test, trying to understand something 
difficult, doing an essay plan, trying to learn or remember 
anything – then switch the music off. Otherwise, it will end 
up taking much longer to complete the task and to retain 
what you are learning (even though you are convinced it 
is not affecting you!). Just get in the habit of stopping and 
asking yourself each time before you start work whether 
it is the type of work that requires you to really focus and 
concentrate - and if it is – switch the music off for a while. 
The same approach goes for doing work in front of the TV.  

You might also like to visit the topic on ‘Dealing with 
Distractions’ for some more ideas, in particular blocking 
software for technology distractions. 
 
Our school’s subscription details are –  www.
studyskillshandbook.com.au 
User name: stjohnsnt
Password: 54success

Pentecost Reflection/Blessing:

May the Spirit bless us …
May the face of all creation shine upon us …

the grace of life be within our soul.
May we find in the eyes of a baby the light of truth …
And in the branches of the trees, arms to hold us …
And in the warmth of sunshine be surrounded and 

caressed by the gentle light of the moon …
May our own heartbeat accompany us into fullness of life

And as our feet meet the earth
and as the wind caresses our face

be blessed with all of creation as one with God.   

God Bless, 

Stephen Versteegh 
Assistant Principal: Catholic Identity and Practice



FROM THE ACTING DEPUTY PRINCIPAL:  
TEACHING AND LEARNING  
Dear St John’s Catholic College 
Community members,

NAPLAN 2018: 
NAPLAN testing occurred this 
week for Years 7 and 9 on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday.

Students were tested on their skills 
in reading, writing, language conventions and numeracy. All 
students undertook the tests with a positive attitude and to 
the best of their abilities during the 3 days of testing. 

Students are to be congratulated on their attitudes during 
what can be a stressful week.

Parents will receive results for the NAPLAN tests from mid-
August to mid-September.

Year 12 – Careers and University advice:
Year 12 students are encouraged to see our VET/Careers 
advisor Ms Tracey Ingui regarding career pathways and 
university options prior to university applications opening in 
Semester 2.

Ms Ingui can provide students with advice they will need 
when considering which universities to apply for and the 
requirements for each course.

Career advice is also available from Ms Ingui and students 
are encouraged to visit her before the end of Term 2. Each 
student who visits Ms Ingui will complete a profile detailing 
their career choices/pathways to aid with university 
applications and career pathway decisions.

Maths Tuition for High Achievers:
Mathematics tuition for high achievers continues throughout 

Congratulations to William Wood 

Congratulations to William Wood, Year 9 student who was selected to represent School Sport NT as an Umpire at the U/15 Boys and 
Girls AFL Nationals in Adelaide 21st - 28th July



the term on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, 
3:30 – 4:30 in the LOTE centre with Victor Sun.  

Edmodo:
As the semester progresses you should be able to see your 
son/daughter’s grades and feedback for each assessment 
task. If you still require the code to access your son/daughter’s 
Edmodo groups please contact the Heads of House or relevant 
subject teacher.

Stage 2 – Electronic Exams – Sample test available for 
students:
Stage 2 English Literary Studies students now have access to 
a sample online test which can be provided by their teacher. 
This will familiarise students with the format of the exam and 
the browser.

Students Online:
Year 11 and 12 students should log on to ‘Students Online’ 
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/connect/students-online to 
check their personal details and their progress in achieving 
the NTCET. Log in requires a SACE registration number and 
PIN.

May God Bless you all,
Cherilyn Hughes
Acting Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning
Cherilyn.hughes@nt.catholic.edu.au

FROM THE
ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL: ADMINISTRATION
Dear members of the St John’s 
Catholic College family,

Year 12:
Thank you to Stephen for organising 
a workshop for Year 12 students. 
Thank you to Carly Bilke for an 
informative and engaging study 
skill workshop for Year 12 students. 
In this workshop students were 

engaged in how to manage time, study skills, stress 
management which will help students to plan their studies 
and balance their school and social life. We planning to have 
another workshop especially for exam and test taking skill 
development. 

Window Day:
Year 6 and Year 5 Students from different schools will be 
joining St. John’s classrooms to taste a day at St. John’s. It is 
a wonderful opportunity for students who are deciding on 
their future school to come and know us better. 

Heads of House:
Each house is preparing for Athletics Carnival on Friday 1st of 
June. Heads of House will be conducting a house meeting for 
sign up to gear up students for Athletics.

Pro Diligentia:
Congratulations to our Pro Diligentia award winners. Thank 
you to parents, guardians and guests present for the award 
ceremony. It was a proud moment for not only parents and 
students but also teachers and other staff members who 
worked with the students.

Key Dates – Term 2, 2018:
• Week 5: Wednesday 23 May Window day
• Week 5: Wednesday 23 – Friday 25 May Year 11 

       Retreat
• Week 6: Wednesday 30 May Window Day
• Week 6: Friday 1 June Athletics Carnival
• Week 7: Friday 8 June Sacred Heart Mass / Day
• Week 8: Wednesday 13 – Friday 15 June Outdoor  

Ed Camp
• Week 8: Wednesday 13 June Window Day
• Week 9: Thursday 21 June Science and Engineering  

Challenge
• Week 9: Friday 22 June VET Structured work 
       Placement
• Week 10: Friday 29 June Last Day of Term 2

Term Dates 2018:
• Term 2 (10 weeks): Monday 23 April – Friday 29 June 
• Semester Break (3 weeks): Monday 2 July – Friday 20 July 
• Term 3 (10 weeks): Monday 23 July – Friday 28 September 
• Term Break (2 weeks): Monday 1 October – Friday 12 

October
• Term 4 (9 weeks): Monday 15 October – Friday 14 

December     
 
Catholic Identity Retreats:
Attendance at and participation in Catholic Identity Retreats 
are a compulsory component of the College program.

• Year 9  - Tuesday 18 September (St Edmund’s) - St John’s 
Catholic College

• Year 10  - Wednesday 22 August – Friday 24 August - Mary 
River Wilderness Retreat

• Year 11 - Wednesday 23 May – Friday 25 May - Mary River 
Wilderness Retreat

Ayesha Fatima
Acting Assistant Principal - Administration
ayesha.fatima@nt.catholic.edu.au 



FROM THE
BUSINESS MANAGER 

Thank you to all the families 
for making fee payments and a  
reminder to those who have  
outstanding fees. In case you 
need assistance in fee payment 
due financial hardship or other 
circumstances, please contact 
the Finance Department at 08 
8982 2246.

Due to hard work for our finance team and continual  
support of our families we have been able to see a declin-
ing trend in our school fees balance
.
Finally, the dry season is here with a bit of morning chill 
to keep us happy. This also gives Darwin a chance to wear 
beanies, jumpers etc. 

Update on New Resources:
Works have started to upgrade the computer labs on the 
Hartzer campus. The project is funded partly through 
school and BGA.

Over the long weekend of May day, 4 more of our staff 
members completed the Sports Power Coach Educa-
tion Level -1 from Australian Weightlifting Federation to  
oversee students in the newly opened school Gymnasium.

If you require assistance with fee payment or any other 
financial matter, please Email: finance.stjohns@nt. 
catholic.edu.au or Phone: 08 8982 2222.

If you have any administration related matter, please 
Email: admin.stjohns@nt.catholic.edu.au or 
Phone:  08 8982 2222.

Kind Regards 

Shashank Laroiya, CPA
Business Manager

Round 1 AFLNT Competition 
SJCC (6-4)  VS MARRARA (2-2) 

Goal Kickers: Nancy Holtze (3), Lucy Clements (1), Janette Mungatopi (1) and Zoe Kurnoth (1)



A CO-EDUCATIONAL SECONDARY COLLEGE  
OFFERING DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOLING

08 8982 2222    

10 - 54 SALONIKA STREET, THE GARDENS | LMB 13, DARWIN NT 0801   

ADMIN.STJOHNS@NT.CATHOLIC.EDU.AU

STJOHNSNT.CATHOLIC.EDU.AU

St John’s Catholic College supports students in transitioning 
from Primary School to Secondary School with our “Windows 
into St John’s Days.” 

These days aim to facilitate a seamless transition for students 
from Primary School to Secondary School through experiencing 
a regular school day.

Windows Days provide an opportunity for students to learn 
about our St John’s Community, form friendships and reduce 
stress by experiencing a regular school day. 

We invite families to make contact with the College for more 
information. All are welcome. 

2018 Windows into St John’s Catholic College Days 
Wednesday 23 May, 2018  |  Holy Spirit Catholic Primary School 
Wednesday 30 May, 2018  |  St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Wednesday 13 June, 2018  |  St Paul’s Catholic Primary School 

Students from other schools are also welcome

Parents are welcomed to attend the information sessions from 5:30pm - 6:30pm in 
the MP Room after each Windows Day.

WINDOWS
DAY 2018

STRONG
TOGETHER
ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE


