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FROM THE PRINCIPAL...
Dear Members of the St John’s Catholic College Community, 

2019 Presentation of Awards Evening Speech: 
The College stands on the precipice of being a community 60 years Strong in Faith and Strong 
Together. As we head into our 60th year there is much to be excited about. Much has changed 
since the College first opened its doors in 1960, but our commitment to the wellbeing and 
learning of all students in our Catholic community has not. For this we must acknowledge, 
affirm and celebrate the vision and the dedication of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, the 
Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart and the lay men and women who built the strong 
foundations of our College. 

Our theme for 2019 was inspired by the Gospel of Mark, ‘to love your neighbour as yourself’. 
This theme guided and challenged our community to work towards our vision where we are a 

safe, connected, learning community for local, boarding and international students. Where we strive for excellence and 
ensure the holistic development of each student through a balanced approach to faith, academic, sporting and cultural 
activities.

We are a community that aspires for our graduates to flourish, by leading, living, loving and learning with a strong 
sense of heart spirituality. We have an aspiration that our graduates have the opportunity to pursue their dreams, make 
positive contributions to the local and global community, and make good moral decisions that promote a better world. 
That is why it was so pleasing to report at the beginning of the year the success of the Class of 2018, where 100% of 
our students completed the Northern Territory Certificate of Education and Training, where our students earned 23 A 
Grades in Stage 2 subjects and Jessica Aryanto earned an A+ in Stage 2 Indonesian (continuers). 

We are very proud that 91% of our students received an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank with Jessica Aryanto earning 
our top ATAR of 94.75 and Junaidah Mamid earning our top ATAR of 76.55 for a student from an Aboriginal or Islander 
background. In addition, of our 44 graduands in 2018, 10 were from an Aboriginal or Islander background, 30 were from 
an English as an Additional Language or Dialect background and 1 student was from a Refugee or Humanitarian program 
background. We are very proud of the Class of 2018 just as we are proud and confident of the Class of 2019. I look 
forward to reporting back to the community mid-December on the achievements of the Class of 2019. 

We are a community committed to supporting and extending our students. That is why I announce our intention to 
implement what we will call ‘The Learning Nest’, an after school homework centre staffed by tutors who are recent 
graduates of St John’s who have experienced academic success. The Learning Nest will provide the opportunity for our 
graduates to give back to the College to support current students with their homework, study and assignments. 

We are a community underpinned by the values of Acceptance, Compassion, Courage, Respect, Resilience, Responsibility 
and Stewardship. That is why the College has continued to work to build a culture of welcome, where everyone belongs. 
It is pleasing to report that our relationship with Melaleuca Refugee Centre has continued to strengthen and grow, and 
now provides access to a quality Catholic education for over twenty students from a refugee or humanitarian program 
background. We are blessed for the support Melaleuca Refugee Centre continues to provide to the College and our 
students. 

We are a community committed to becoming better stewards of our planet. That is why in response to Pope Francis’ 
encyclical, Laudato Si, it is pleasing to report back to the community on the practical green measures the College has 
implemented in recent times, including: the installation of solar panels to reduce reliance on the grid, the replacement 
of fluorescent lights with energy saving LED globes and fittings and the transition from disposable plastic containers, 
straws and cutlery to more environmentally friendly alternatives. There is still much to be done, and that is why in the 
coming years the College will review our consumption and use of paper, printing and water.

Key Dates for 2019: 
Boarders travel      Tuesday 10th December
Last day for Day / International Students  Thursday 12th December
Last day for teaching staff   Friday 13th December

Key Dates for 2020: 
Teaching staff return      Tuesday 28th January 
Boarders / International Students Travel       Wednesday 29th January 
School commences         Thursday 30th January 



We are a community committed to the process of school improvement. That is why in 2019 the College participated in 
an External Review process underpinned by the National School Improvement Tool (NSIT). The NSIT framework supports 
schools in focusing on the ten most effective areas to achieve school improvement: a lived and celebrated Catholic 
identity, an explicit improvement agenda, analysis and discussion of data, a culture that promotes learning, targeted 
use of school resources, an expert teaching team, systematic curriculum delivery, differentiated learning and teaching, 
effective pedagogical practices and productive school-community partnerships. A report containing affirmations and 
recommendations has been received by the System and the College and will be used in the coming years to inform 
strategic planning.

We are a community that believes that excellent school attendance supports education, employment and wellbeing 
outcomes of students. That is why as part of our school improvement agenda, this year the College launched our 95%+ 
Attendance Policy and associated processes. By working in partnership with parents and guardians we are seeing an 
improvement in both individual and collective attendance data. Tonight we will acknowledge the 63 students who have 
met the 95%+ Attendance benchmark across Terms 1 – 3 with the Principal’s Award for Outstanding Attendance. 

In addition to introducing Attendance Awards, tonight we will also rename the Dux of the Intensive English Unit in 
memory of former Year 12 student Hanna Worsi who tragically passed away in 2018 following a brave battle with a very 
rare and aggressive form of brain cancer.   

We are a community that acknowledges the importance and value of student, parent / guardian and staff member voice 
in our planning and decision making that is why we implemented the National Schools Survey in 2019 and have plans 
to roll out a Catholic Identity and Faith Formation, Student Perception of Teaching and Social and Emotional Wellbeing 
surveys in 2020. The collection of this data will allow us to track key metrics over time, identify and respond to emerging 
trends and to plan for the future.

We acknowledge that contemporary learning environments impact school culture and positively contribute to 
learning outcomes. That is why we continue to apply and advocate for additional grants and funding that upgrade our 
facilities. It is pleasing to report that in 2019 the College completed $300,000 worth of renovations to classrooms on 
the Hartzer Campus as funded by the Northern Territory Government’s Building Better Schools grant and constructed 
the long promised Bus Shelter and undercover walkway linking the Food and Hospitality classroom as funded by the 
Commonwealth Government through the Block Grant Authority to the amount of $123,868. It is also pleasing to report 
that the College has been successful in its application to continue its participation in the National School Chaplaincy 
Program. We are blessed that our students and staff will continue to be supported by the Missionaries of God’s Love 
(MGLs). 

With regards to major capital works for 2020, the College eagerly awaits a decision early December on our application 
for grant funding through the Commonwealth Government’s Block Grant Authority to undertake major renovations 
on Jubilee Hall which was constructed in 1985. I will report back to the community, once we have been informed of a 
decision.

We acknowledge that the community must have confidence in the College and an important part of community 
confidence is an advisory board that provides a good governance function. That is why we have continued to build the 
College Advisory Board. Our thanks to our Chair, Mr Anthony Burton, Father Peter Hendriks MSC, Mrs Falinda Hermanus, 
Mr Kwame Selormey, Mr Simon Munkara, Mrs Bernadette Morris and Mr Shashank Laroiya.

Leadership of a school as complex of St John’s is no easy task. I would like to acknowledge and affirm the support and 
leadership of Bishop Charles Gaucci, Bishop Emeritus Eugene Hurley, Director of Catholic Education, Mr Greg O’Mullane, 
Deputy Director: Teaching and Learning, Mrs Jacqui Langdon, Deputy Director: School Services, Mr Lindsay Luck, Senior 
Principals’ Consultant, Mrs Bernadette Morriss, General Manager Finance, Mr Tom Pearce and Leader of Catholic 
Identity, Mrs Laura Avery. 

My thanks also to Dr Amelia Toffoli, who acted as Principal while I was on parental leave during Term 3, and to the 
College Strategic Leadership Team of Denise Simon, Cherilyn Hughes, Ayesha Fatima, Shinya Nagaike, Scott Mannion, 
Alison Lowe and Shashank Laroiya, the middle management teams and all staff of the College who contribute to provide 
a quality Catholic education 24 hours a day, seven days a week for forty weeks of the year. 

To our departing staff of Mrs Jennifer Baird, Ms Margaret Bensley, Ms Verena Bukovac, Mrs Melanie Luck, Ms Judy Capes 
and Mr Navin Chandra. Thank you for your significant contributions to St John’s during your time at the College. We wish 
you all the very best as you undertake new opportunities in 2020. Finally, thank you to all parents, guardians and carers 
who continue to place their trust in us, the St John’s Catholic College Community. We are blessed to have you and your 
children as part of our community. 

We look forward to celebrating our 60th Year with you in 2020.

Fortes in Fide,

Cameron Hughes
Principal   
 



Valedictory Mass 

2019 Graduating Class 
Damon Araujo
Carlene Budden
Paige Butler
Andrew Caldwell
Kanwar Cheema
Junhao Chen
Elijah Coombes
Lachlan Crimmings
Darcy Holmes
Logan Hunter (Justin)
Lance Hutt
Saffron Lamilami
Isabella Llamas
Allina Mahmood

Mirielle Matyorautah
Immanuel Mofu
Alferrah Murib
Morice Mutalemba
Shonae Olsen
Sharniqua Oxtoby
En Olga Pawika
Emily Post
Daniel Siape
Nilcia Zlata Sousa Dos Santos
Lesteisha Timothy
Ursula Tipungwuti
Irren Isabella Wetipo
Margaret Willika

Heath Wilson
Efraim Yogobi



2019 Presentation of  
Awards Evening  



Our new College Hats that will be available to purchase from January 2020.

 Use your Back to School Voucher to purchase, or prices are below:
 Flexfit Cap - $24.00
 Bucket Hat - $16.00



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL: RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Dear Members of the St John’s Catholic College Community, 

As we come to the end of the year and everything seems to be finishing up; our faith offers us a new start 
as we approach the new Church year with Advent. The etymology of the word 'Advent' may surprise 
us. The Oxford English Dictionary gives the definition of “Advent” as ‘The arrival of a notable person 
or thing’.  It stems from the Latin root, Adventus, which means ‘arrival’ through its root from the word 
advenire whereby ad – ‘to’ and venire – ‘come’. This year Advent begins on the 1st of December.

For Christians, this arrival is symbolic of the coming of Christ to the world in the form of man, and so the 
period of Advent marks the patient and expectant build up to this special moment. 

To give students a better understanding of the coming four weeks of Advent, Fr Dave is having a session with each of the classes 
to explore Endings and New Beginnings; while offering the opportunity for personal and communal reflection as well as the 
chance to talk with our priests for a healing prayer or confession. A big thank you to Fr Dave Tremble MGL, Fr Dave Callaghan 
MGL and Fr Brian Steele MGL for sharing their experience through real life stories and being present so as to enable our students 
to make their confession or receive a blessing.

May God Bless you and May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be Everywhere Loved.

Denise Simon  
Assistant Principal: Religious Education 

FROM THE ACTING PASTORAL CARE AND WELLBEING COORDINATOR 

Dear Members of the St John’s Catholic College Community, 

Thank you to those who attended and provided support at the Student Leadership Assembly. Well 
done to those Year 11 students who presented their speeches at the Assembly. Your speeches 
empathised passion, enthusiasm, commitment and your willingness to make positive changes in the 
College community. 

Our 2020 Student Leaders were announced at the Presentation of Awards Evening on Monday 25th 
November. The College would like to thank The Northern Territory Electoral Commission for their 
assistance in running the election process. The election process was an opportunity for our students to 
grasp a better understanding of how the Federal and General Election process runs. 

Thank you to the Student Representative Committee, Homeroom teachers and Heads of House for running activities 
throughout Week 5 around recycling.  Our students learnt the importance of recycling and ways in which we can all reduce the 
environmental impact. The College will contributing to the cause by minimising our paper usage. 

If you currently have any unwanted garments, please donate them to the St Vincent de Paul Association. The College has 
collected a number of items and will be donating them also as part of recycle week. 

Kind Regards,

Shinya Nagaike
Acting Pastoral Care and Wellbeing Coordinator



2020 Student Leadership Team
College Captains

Reski Thenggo Wijaya & Esta Mutalemba

College Vice Captains
Wal Akol Jok & Micaela Browell

Burford House Captains
Austin Wiwarsono & Nedia Nacher Vidigal Dos Santos

Daley House Captains
Nancy Holtze & Panashe Magodora

O’Loughlin House Captains 
Renz Tabangay & Charles Ngangu 

Residential Leaders
William Munkara & Jacinta Joshua (juniors)

Edward Puruntatameri & Simone Munkara (seniors)

Student Representative Committee 
X 9 (1 per Homeroom)



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL: TEACHING AND LEARNING
Dear Members of the St John’s Catholic College Community, 

Congratulations to our Year 12 students who have completed their exams! The completion of the 
exams means the end of our Year 12 students’ academic commitments and the successful completion 
of their schooling at St John’s Catholic College. Well done to our students and we wish them all the best 
in their future endeavours. Thank you to all the Stage 2 teachers who have worked with our students 
throughout the year to prepare them for their exams and in the completion of their studies. Thank 
you to our SACE Exam Invigilator Mr Dominic Virdun. Thank you to all parents and guardians who have 
helped to support our students in the last stages of their academic journey with us. 

Successful completion of Stage 2 Electronic Exams:
This year English Literary Studies and Psychology were completed electronically by our students. Both exams ran smoothly and 
students again responded positively to the experience. As the SACE Board moves to implement more electronic exams, next 
year Stage 2 Biology and Indonesian will be completed electronically.

End of Year Results Release – Year 12 Students:
Final results will be released by the SACE Board on the 17th of December and accessible to students in StudentsOnline. 
Students will also receive a paper copy of results after the results release date. 

If you have any queries regarding your results, please contact the SACE Board at the numbers below:

Enquiries:
SACE have a results enquiry line, with staff who answer queries confidentially.

SACE results enquiries:
askSACE@sa.gov.au
+61 8 8115 4900
Freecall for SA country students: 1800 652 230
8.30 am to 5 pm (Australian Central Daylight Time) Monday to Friday

The operator will have access to the details of your results. Please have your personal details (including your SACE registration 
number) handy before you call.

Technical support:
If you have forgotten your PIN, you can request a PIN reset in Students Online.
For any other help logging in, contact our support team.
askSACE@sa.gov.au
+61 8 8115 4712
8.30 am to 5 pm (Australian Central Daylight Time) Monday to Friday

StudentsOnline:
All students in Years 10-12 should log into SACE StudentsOnline. StudentsOnline allows students to track their progress 
through the NTCET and access their results for subjects. Students require their SACE Registration number which they may get 
from the administration office, Heads of House, Ms Tracey Ingui, Ms Ayesha Fatima or myself. If students require help with 
their PIN they should email or call SACE Technical support: 

Technical support:
If you have forgotten your PIN, you can request a PIN reset in Students Online.
For any other help logging in, contact our support team.
askSACE@sa.gov.au
+61 8 8115 4712
8.30 am to 5 pm (Australian Central Daylight Time) Monday to Friday

https://apps.sace.sa.edu.au/students-online/login.do

Cherilyn Hughes
Assistant Principal: Teaching and Learning 
 



Art Show 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL: ADMINISTRATION  
Dear Members of the St John’s Catholic College Community, 

Presentation of Awards Evening:
The Presentation of Awards Evening was held on Monday 25th November (Week 7). The evening was 
a great opportunity for the College community to acknowledge and celebrate student achievements 
throughout the 2019 academic school year.  Congratulations to those students who received awards. 

Valedictory Mass and Dinner: 
The whole school community celebrated Mass on Thursday 28 November with our Graduating Class of 
2019. The Valedictory Dinner commenced at 6:30 pm and was held at the Mindil Beach Casino Resort.  
I would like to congratulate our graduating students but also acknowledge and thank those staff who 

have taught our graduating students throughout their school life.  Thank you to those parents/guardians who have trusted the 
College to educate their children. 

Parent 2019 timetable feedback:
The College would like to invite parents/guardians to complete a short survey around the structure of the 6 day cycle timetable. 

Please see the link below: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7F3KD3Q

Key Dates – 4, 2019: 
• Week 9: Tuesday 10 December – Boarders Travel day
• Week 9: Thursday 12 December – International student Travel Day
• Week 9: Thursday 12 December – Last day for students
• Week 9: Friday 13 December – Last day for staff

Semester 1 Term Dates 2020:
• Term 1: Thursday 30 January – Thursday 9 April
• Term 1: Break: Friday 10 April – Friday 17 April 

Kind Regards,

Ayesha Fatima 
Assistant Principal: Administration 

FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER 
Dear Members of the St John’s Catholic College Community, 

Thank you to those families who have paid their school fees and if you are yet to do so this is a friendly 
reminder. If you are unable to make payment as a result of financial hardship or for any other reason, 
please make contact with the Finance Department to organise a payment plan.  

If you have any administration related matter, please Email: admin.stjohns@nt.catholic.edu.au or 
Phone:  08 8982 2222.

The College is going green and will only be using biodegradable items to serve food at the College.   This 
is the College’s way of contribution to Climate Change. 

Shashank Laroiya, CPA
Business Manager 



FROM THE ACTING DIRECTOR OF BOARDING 
Dear Members of the St John’s Catholic College Community, 

We have had a busy few weeks at the College with preparations for our Presentation of Awards Evening 
which was held on Monday and the Valedictory Mass and Dinner on Thursday.

Presentation of Awards Evening: 
I was honoured to present awards to our boarding students: Shanika Bukulatjpi, Anthony Munkara, 
Logan Hunter and Margaret Willika. All four students have developed their strengths over the year and 
have earned recognition.

Last week our boarding students voted for their Residential Leaders for 2020. 

• Junior Leaders: William Munkara and Jacinta Joshua
• Senior Leaders: Simone Munkara and Edward Puruntatameri

These students individually and as a group display skills and qualities that they should be proud of. Throughout 2020, we will 
aim to develop their skills further and support them as they provide positive leadership to our residential community in line 
with our College values.

Community Visits:  
Last Wednesday and Thursday I was fortunate to get out and about and visit the communities of Nauiyu- Daly River and 
Wurrumiyanga-Bathurst Island. Myself and Mr. Cameron Hughes, Principal, visited our current families and met with 
prospective students and their families.  It was great to catch up with familiar faces and to also meet some new people. Both 
communities welcomed us and made us feel very much at home. We were lucky to take our students Shonae OIsen of Nauiyu 
and Simone Munkara of Wurrumiyanga. The girls enjoyed travelling home and assisted us in building new relationships and 
making important connections.

Valedictory: 
This is a special occasion for our community as we gather with families and friends to farewell our Year 12 graduates. 

The boarding community would like to wish our graduating students all the happiness and success the world has to offer them 
as they move on to the next chapter in their lives. We will miss them dearly and hope they stay in touch.

To our Year 12 students: Margaret, Lesteisha, Shonae, Carlene, Saffron, Ursula, Sharniqua, Elijah and Logan.
God Bless you all. Stay safe and be happy.

Alison Lowe 
Acting Director of Boarding 



 

 
 

You are cordially invited to the 2019 Northern  
Territory Human Rights Awards “The Fitzgeralds” 

 
The Fitzgeralds celebrate notable activities in the NT or 
by Territorians which advance human rights. Activities  
recognised by the Awards include:  

Advancing the Human Rights of Young People 

Justice Award 

Social Change Award 

Diversity Award 

 
Tuesday 10 December 2019 from 5:30pm - 7:00pm 
Northern Territory Supreme Court, Darwin 

Dress code: Smart casual 

 

Please RSVP by close of business 3 December 2019 by 
email NTHumanRightsAwards@nt.gov.au or phone 

08 8999 1444 



www.catholiccarent.org.au

FREE FAMILY FUN DAY
SUNDAY 8 DECEMBER, 2019

9 AM - 1 PM
MARRARA INDOOR STADIUM

ARTS
AND

CRAFTS

JUMPING
CASTLES

BALLOON
SCULPTURE

FREE
ACTIVITIES

ENTERTAINMENT
MAGIC SHOW


