
Behaviour Definitions DRAFT

Descriptor Definition Example

Inappropriate language Student engages in low
intensity instance of
inappropriate language

Calling someone an “idiot”, swearing
if  they kick their toe

Physical contact Student engages in non-
serious, but inappropriate
contact. No intent to harm.

Pushing in the tuckshop line, rough
play

Defiance/non-compliance Student engages in brief or low
intensity failure to respond to  adult
requests

Incomplete tasks Student has failed to complete  a
set piece of work in a clearly
specified time frame

Has difficulty starting a learning
task,  continuing on task, or
completing  learning tasks despite
appropriate adjustments

Disruption to learning
(minor)

Student engages in low
intensity, but inappropriate
disruption

Calling out, talking to a peer in class

Lack of punctuality to
class/lining up after
breaks

Students arrive late to class or line
up

Tardy late to class, not late to school
as  this is often beyond the control of
a  primary school student

Out of Bounds Student is in an area within the
school grounds that has been
designated “off limits” at that
particular time

Lying/Cheating Student engages in lying and or
cheating

Mean moments
(teasing)

Isolated inappropriate
comments (ongoing teasing
would fit under bullying)

Causing problems during
play

Student instigates/involved in play
time difficulties

Not following rules, playing unfairly,
playing after the bell

Uniform breach Student wears clothing/accessories
not within the school’s dress code.
Teacher has previously recorded 3
Uniform Reminders in COMPASS
and Leadership Team has
corresponded with parents.

Wrong socks, wrong shorts, jewellery,
inappropriate hairstyle, incorrect shoes
etc

Graffiti/Defacing
property

Drawing on items belonging to
school, others or self

Scribble, words, pictures.
Drawing/writing does not contain
inappropriate language or drawings



Engaging in gossip or
rumour

Rude gestures

Verbal disrespect
towards students, staff,
other adults

Inappropriate language directed at
others

Swearing, back chat

Stealing Student is in possession of,
having passed  on, or being
responsible for removing
someone else’s property

Spitting or biting Spitting at students/staff

Biting students/staff

Technology/Personal
Communication Device
breach - Minor

Student engages in non
serious but inappropriate (as
defined by the school) use of
Chromebook, iPad or personal
communication device

Not handing personal communication

device in, accessing sites/applications

other than what is required for learning

Physical aggression Actions involving physical
contact  where injury might
occur

Hitting, punching, hitting with an
object, kicking, pulling hair,
scratching etc.

Verbal Aggression Language directed at others in a
demeaning  or aggressive manner

Swearing, aggressive stance,
language directed to hurt or  show
disrespect, intimidating  body
language, intimidating  tone of voice

Offensive
graffiti/defacing
property

Inappropriate drawing/writing on
items belonging to school, others or
self

Drawing/writing contains inappropriate
language or drawings

Bullying/harassment
(including sexual) of
students or staff

**refer to St Clare’s
Response to Bullying
document for full
definition and examples

Student delivers disrespectful
messages  (verbal, written, online
or gestural) to another person
that  includes threats and
intimidation, obscene  gestures,
pictures, or written notes. Also
includes deliberate exclusion,
direct, indirect, and cyber
bullying.

Disrespectful messages include
negative comments based on  race,
religion, gender, age,  and/or national
origin; sustained or intense verbal
attacks based on ethnic origin,
disabilities or other personal  matters

Truancy Student leaves school without
permission

Running away

Technology/Personal
Communication Device

Student engages in serious and
inappropriate (as  defined by the

Accessing inappropriate
websites, pornography, using



breach - Major school) use of Chromebook, iPad or
personal communication device.
This may result in reporting to
eSafety Commissioner, Student
Protection and/or Police

someone else’s login details,
inappropriate  use of social media,
cyber bullying, sexting.

Major Disruption Persistent behaviour causing an
interruption in a class or an activity

Sustained loud talking, yelling  or
screaming; noise with
materials; and/or sustained
out-of-seat behaviour

Physical aggression
with the intent to
cause/potential to
cause injury to
students and/or
staff and/or
property damage

Actions involving physical
contact  where injury and/or
property damage might occur

Punching (head/neck area), use of
objects as weapons, headlocks,
choking,

Verbal aggression
threatening the
wellbeing of
students and/or
staff

Verbally threatening behaviour Verbal threats to kill

Bringing and/or
using illegal or
dangerous items to
school (alcohol,
drugs, vapes,
weapons,
combustibles)

Inappropriate possession, use or
distribution of legal/illegal drugs,
medications, cigarettes/tobacco/
vapes, alcohol, weapons,
combustibles

Sharing medication, offering
medications/drugs to others,
possession of knives or guns (real or
look alike) or other objects capable of
causing bodily harm, matches,
lighters, firecrackers, accelerants

Property damage
or vandalism

Student participates in an
activity that  results in
substantial destruction or
disfigurement of property

Throwing a computer, extensive
graffiti  of school buildings, arson


