
 

Newsletter 

 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

As this is our first Newsletter of the year I would like to take this opportunity to 
say thank you all for your warm welcome to the St Peters community. 
 

I would also like to welcome everyone back to St Peters Catholic School. A huge 
welcome to our new Prep students Elyse, Layne, Joyce & Hendrix, Year 1 Elli,  
Year 4 Kamea & Year 6 Ebony. 
 

St Peter’s staff spent the first two weeks of the school term engaging in profes-
sional development via Zoom, planning and working tirelessly to ensure class-
rooms are warm, welcoming and engaging, ready to take all participants on a re-
markable learning journey . 
 

We are indeed blessed to have a dedicated and devoted teaching team. 
 

A Bouquet of thanks  to Prep-Year2 Ms. Amanda & Mrs Grube, Year 3 / 
4 Mrs. Spina & Mrs. Mizzi , year 5/6 Mrs. Shiels & Mrs. Condon. 
 

At the beginning of the school year I would like to draw our focus on the Vision 
and Mission Statement (overleaf) of Our St Peter’s Catholic School, Halifax. 
 

At the core of our Catholic School is the partnership between the family, the par-
ish and the school and communication is at the heart of this partnership. 
 

My door is always open to you and your family. 
 
God Bless 

Paula Jerome    

Principal       



 

 

issue #    term # 

2



 

 

issue #    term # 

3

We have introduced our “Green Thumb Group”  
You may have noticed the beautiful ladybird pots and large planters adorning our under covered area.  
The gardening club will be caring, watering, planting and assisting in creating a herb & vegetable garden. 
If you have any time spare please just pop in to share any gardening tips. 
 
The year 5/6 class are busy in designing a “Chook House”. 
What an exciting project this is! 
Watch this space! 
It is in our planning to be able to pick the spoils from our garden and hopefully celebrate in a spaghetti and 
pizza cook up. 

 

Book Worms              
Daily 8:20am following outdoor activities we gather as a whole school for 
10 minutes of silent independent reading. Literacy doesn’t start only when 
your child starts school. From birth, babies and children are gathering 
skills they’ll use in reading. The years between ages 3 and 5 are critical to 
reading growth. 
The best way to instil a love for and interest in reading is to simply read to 
your child. In our dedicated reading time all staff are sitting alongside stu-
dents ,modelling good reading practice and what it means to be an enthusi-
astic reader. 
Please join us. 
“There are many little ways to enlarge your child’s world. 
                Love of books is the best of all.” 
 

 
 

More exciting news! 
The refurbishment of the Prep – Year 2 classroom is now complete. 

 

 

 

What is new on Terrific Tuesday & Thursday? 

BREAK FAST CLUB 
Bo & Katie are the breakfast monitors cooking toast with jam, vegemite and peanut butter. 
 
The first Tuesday of the month will be a specialty day. 
 
March  Date  ????     Mouse traps- ham, tomato and cheese grilled 
 
April  Pancakes 
 
May  banana Smoothies 
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This year we have made a few adjustments to daily routines. 

Our school day routines is as follows: 

7:50 - 8:15     Morning supervision & caring for our environment 

8:15 - 8:30     Gross motor activities- selected by Year 5/6 Class 

8:30 - 8:40     Whole School reading – to foster the love of books and everyone is a      

   reader.  If you call into our Learning Space and we have our noses buried 

   in a book, please join in with Teachers, School Officers and students.  

8:40 - 8:50      Prayer Circle 

                         Daily Bible readings, discussion, reflection and prayers 

                         Morning messages 

8:50 - 9:00      Brain food, Morning roll, calendar and daily expectations 

9:00  - 10:30    Learning Session 1 

10:30 - 11:00   Morning Tea 

                         Designated play areas and combined play on Fridays- please see roster 

11:00 - 1:00   Learning Session 2 

1:00 - 1:40     Second Lunch 

1:40 - 2:40    Learning Session 3 Speciality Lessons 

                       Mon. - Dance / Drama Whole School Ms Amanda 

                       Tues. - Classroom 

                       Wed. - Music  Whole School Mrs. Shiels 

                      Thursday - ART Sarsha Quirk 

                      Friday - Physical Education    Mrs. Spina 

2:40 - 3:00    Classrooms -  Daily Reflections 

                                            What worked well? 

                                            What can we work harder at?             

3:00 -              End of School Day 
 

All students gather on the prayer carpet outside the newly renovated   Prep -  Year 2 
classroom and may leave when parents, grandparents/ careers have arrived. 
 

If you have any concerns or questions please do not hesitate to contact the Office or 
mail me on pjerome3@sptsv.catholic.edu.au 
 

Thankyou for your ongoing support in keeping our school healthy by observing waiting 
areas for pick up and mask wearing whilst on School grounds. 
 

We look forward to the numerous blessings that are ahead of us this school year. 
 
Take Care 

Paula Jerome 

Principal 

mailto:pjerome3@sptsv.catholic.edu.au
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PEACE BE WITH ALL 
PAULA JEROME 

Religious Life of the School 2022 

Religious Education 
 
A special thankyou to Leanne Mizzi, our Year3 /4 School Officer and Chap-
lain for creating a backpack for our prayer bear. Students decided to write 
COVID prayers for friends and family. 
 
“Wherever you are, wherever you go 
 
My pocket will hold notes as you grow 
 

A little wish 

A little love 

A little prayer 

Whenever you need as 

I will be there 

Always. 

 

ASSEMBLIES and MASSES 
Due to COVID 19, all School Masses and assemblies have been postponed. We will celebrate these events 
after the restrictions ease. Please check your emails and newsletters for information regarding school mass-
es and assemblies. 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding in this matter. 
 

Project Compassion—Caritas Australia 

Your generous support can help to change the lives of some of the world’s 

most vulnerable people. Join us this Lent to raise much-needed funds for  

people living in poverty. 
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With a crazy start to the 2022 school year, the P-2 class not only welcomed four new prep students to 
the class, but we also began the school year in a makeshift classroom, in the school staff room, while we 
patiently waited for our new classroom to be finished. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While the staffroom was a tiny space for 9 tiny humans, the P-2 students made the most of it by engag-
ing in a range of play-based activities in the undercover area. These included ‘getting to know you’ ac-
tivities, pretend play, hands-on literacy and numeracy experiences and fine motor development.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also spent a lot of time during the first week building relationships, to ensure that we create a posi-
tive and respectful classroom environment for quality learning for the big year ahead! 
After waiting a little over a week, our new classroom was finally ready for us to move in! Check the 
photo below of our new room. We are so happy to be in there!  
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Everyone has settled in nicely in the year 3/4 class-
room.  The days seem to go very quickly and the stu-
dents are working really hard to do their best work.  
This term our focus in the classroom is about the 
Great Barrier Reef.  We are learning about the Reef 
and Marine Turtles in Science and the students will 
also write a persuasive text for English. They are all 
very excited about the unit, especially as we are set-
ting up a fish tank and possibly a turtle tank in the 
classroom.  Some students have bought some shells to 
share with the class.  If your children have any shells/beach 
items they would like to bring in and put on display, they 
are most welcome.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Monday was Valentine’s Day. Saint Valentine was a 
3rd-century Roman saint.  He was born in 175 AD, Terni, 
Italy and died on the 14th February 269 AD, Rome, Italy. 
He is the patron saint of lovers,  
epileptics, and beekeepers. 
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5/6 Science 
This week Year 5/6 began their Science unit, Change Detectives. We learned how to use our 
five senses to make observations when comparing changes in materials and classified the 
changes as “reversible” or “irreversible.” We made a big mess, but had plenty of fun!  
 

“It smells like soap and feels like slime…” – Gary 

“I could hear quiet bubbling…” – Sienna 

“I could see white bubbles. It smelt disgusting!” – Dennis 

“I could see an orange flame. It smelt like ice-cream!” – Braydan 

“There was white, hard wax and runny, yellow wax that was see-through.” – Tynan 

“It was cold and wet. I could hear tiny cracks.” – Kevin 

“I could see a dark, brown and black puddle that was not translucent. It felt sticky but 

smooth on the brown parts, but hard and rough on the black parts. It smelled sweet, like 

chocolate.” – Amelia 

“I could see cloudy water with bubbles. It was white at the bottom.” – Skye 

“It was transparent, and cold and wet with condensation.” – Katie 

“It was hard and crumbly, with black crust.” - Kingsley 
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Guidance Counsellor Corner 

Hello St Peter’s families! My name is Madison Park, I’m the new Guidance Counsellor/Psychologist 
here at St Peter’s. I will be attending the school every Thursday and look forward to meeting all the 
beautiful children who attend this school. I graduated from James Cook University in 2017 with a 
Bachelor of Psychology and then completed my internship in a private practice in Townsville. My 
professional areas of interest are all child-related, including mental health concerns such as Anxiety 
and Adjustment difficulties, Autism and Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. I would describe 
my approach as holistic and inclusive, with prioritising working with the school staff, families and 
external services.  
 
As the new school year begins, I am sure there is a lot of uncertainty about the impact of corona-
virus, starting school and transitioning away from holidays. In these times it is important that we val-
idate and empathise with our students. When students are anxious there is usually a disconnect from 
the mind and body, hence an emotional meltdown may occur. In this instance, Mindfulness is a great 
way to centre our thoughts, connect our bodies to our minds and calm our nerves. An easy way to do 
this is the 5-4-3-2-1 sense walkthrough. Start with your eyes and name 5 things you can see in that 
moment, 4 things you can touch, 3 things you can hear, 2 things you can smell and 1 thing you can 
taste. Some children find it difficult to isolate their taste sense so I like to substitute this for one thing 
you are grateful for. Give this a try next time your child is anxious and overwhelmed.  

 
 
I look forward to meeting you around the school!  
Madison Park  
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Mass Times 

St Patrick’s Ingham 

Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm 

Sunday: 8.30am & 7.00pm 

St Peter’s Halifax 

Sunday 7.00am 

Canossa Chapel Trebonne 

Sunday: 10.00am 

St Teresa’s Abergowrie 

Sunday: 10.00an  

Term Dates 2022 

Term 1: Monday 24 January - Friday 1 April 
(10 week term) 

Term 2: Tuesday 19 April - Friday 24 June      
(10 week term) 

Term 3: Monday 11 July - Friday 16 September 
(10 week term) 

Term 4: Tuesday 4 October - Friday 2 Decem-
ber (9 week term) 

Pupil free days 2022 

 Friday 2 September 2022 

 

 

 


