
 

Newsletter 

 
 
Swimming  - Wed 5 Oct - Wed 9 
Nov 
 
Dance Starts - Fri 21 Oct 
 
EOY Graduation Mass & Dinner 
- Mon 28 Nov, 7.00pm 
 
EOY Awards - Wed 30 Nov, 
9.30am 
 
Last Day Term 4 - Fri 2 Dec 
 
First Day Term 1 2023 - Mon 23 
Jan 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
Well, here we are saying welcome back to Term 4! 
 
What a busy term ahead. Week 1 we began swimming lessons and yes in the rain! Week 2 we 
commenced the week with a school breakfast, welcoming Ms Katelyn Wallace to the year 3 / 4 
learning space. 
 
Tonight, Ms, Shiels, Katie Britton & Skye Fodriga will represent St Peters, at the Hinchinbrook 
Rotary 2022 Frank Fraser memorial Lecturette competition in Public speaking.  Both students 
have been working extremely hard at creating and performing their speeches. 
 
Tomorrow Friday, is our St Peter’s Open Day. We are considering the option of providing a 12-
seater bus to collect and deliver students to the outer areas. If you know any families outside of 
Halifax that would be interested in the option of transport to and from St Peter’s, please ask 
them to contact Paula. 
 
Week 3, Mon- Wed I will be attending the principal’s conference in Townsville. Mrs. Karen 
Pearce will be holding the reigns! 
 
Wow! Saturday 22nd October is the Maraka Festival. We are indeed blessed to be led by Sofie 
Pearson riding her horse in full costume. This year’s theme is “Saluting their Service” in honour 
of Australia’s servicemen and service woman. We have 13 students who have returned their 
permission forms. Costumes will be sent home next Friday. The procession commences at 
5:00pm on Saturday 22nd October. We will gather in Gedge Street from 4:00pm ready to walk 
in the parade. 
 
Week 4 we have visitors from Brisbane Living Ripples program visiting our school. 
 
Saturday 29thth October 2pm is our first fundraiser. Lisa from Envy jewellery and TCL candles 
has offered to create an afternoon of fun games and display goods at discounted prices. Lucky 
door prizes and a glass of bubbles for all ladies!  If you would like to attend and bring friends 
please give your name to Shelley for catering. 
 
We have an excursion to Mungulla Farm and many more treasured learning experiences. 
 
For our year 6 students this is a very busy term.  They will be creating their legacy gift to St 
Peters  a “Chook House” They will be celebrating their Graduation Mass on Monday evening, 
28 November  7pm and  sharing a meal with their parents at the Lucinda Hotel   
The Awards Day will be on Wednesday 30th November  at 9.30 am.  This will be followed by 
morning tea at school. 
  
Stay tuned for more dates. 
 
God Bless 
Paula Jerome 
Principal 
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PEACE BE WITH ALL 
PAULA JEROME 

Religious Life of the School 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

A slave takes charge of the premier Roman catacomb and rises to the papacy 

Popes owned slaves for centuries to row their boats, cook their meals, and care for their horses and carriages. Kings, nobles, and 
middle class families owned slaves. It was a ubiquitous institution not necessarily rooted in racism, which was a latecomer as a 
rationale for enslavement. Rather, prisoners of war and criminals of every skin color were enslaved as alternatives to capital pun-
ishment. Others were born into slavery from slave mothers, and still others in desperate circumstances sold themselves into slav-
ery in exchange for food, shelter, and security. Today’s saint, according to ancient sources, served as a slave in a Roman home for 
many years and thus was part of that massive social reality of slavery that not even Saint Paul explicitly condemned in his letter to 
Philemon. Since he was an intelligent and resourceful servant, Callistus’ master put him in charge of his personal bank. But when 
Callistus lost its deposits, he was blamed and was eventually exiled to the mines of Sardinia. At some point he was released from 
this hard labor and earned freedom from his slave status. 

Pope Zephyrinus, elected in 199, placed the capable Callistus in charge of the most important underground Christian cemetery in 
Rome. Under Callistus it eventually grew into a sprawling, thirteen mile warren of dark, narrow tunnels lined with tombs chiseled 
out of the soft tufa stone. 500,000 bodies were encased in its walls! Callistus was so successful in managing the cemetery that it 
came to bear his name, and bears it still—the Catacombs of Saint Callistus. Besides numerous martyrs, it also houses a famous 
chapel for nine third-century popes. The Catacombs were ground zero for early Christian devotion in Rome. They were not hiding 
places from persecution but sacred ground on which to kneel beside a martyr’s lifeless body. Saint Jerome himself writes about his 
regular visits to pray at the martyrs’ tombs in the catacombs a century and a half after Callistus expanded them. There were no 
Viking funerals, Hindu pyres, or urns on the mantle for these early Christians. They believed in the resurrection of the body, as the 
Church still does. They knew, instinctively, that it was more fitting to bury a body, to keep watch with the dead, than to casually 
dispose of a body or to bake it like a pie. 

The same Pope Zephyrinus ordained Callistus a deacon. Deacons have a tighter bond, theologically, with bishops than with priests. 
Since the Acts of the Apostles, they were ordained specifically to assist the first bishops, the Apostles. The first three centuries of 
the Church resound with the names of deacons, such as Saints Lawrence and Vincent, who were martyred alongside the popes and 
bishops they served. Pope Saint Sixtus II was killed, in fact, along with his coterie of deacons after they were all arrested in the Cat-
acombs of Callistus in 258. In approximately 217, Deacon Callistus was elected the Bishop of Rome, crowning his long and arduous 
path from slavery to a more exalted form of service to the Divine Master.  

Pope Callistus encountered resistance over the perennial third-century theological-pastoral issue of how to reintegrate into the 
Body of Christ Catholics who had been forced to engage in emperor worship. Callistus held that if God could forgive murder and 
adultery he could forgive idolatry too. No sin was unforgivable. His bitter enemies, including the first antipope, Hippolytus, consid-
ered Callistus too lax and committed their calumnies to writing. This damaged Callistus’ reputation into modern times, when 
scholarship finally called into question the veracity of his enemies’ accounts. Saint Callistus’ life is not richly detailed, but he died 
in 222, most likely by martyrdom and, ironically, was not buried in his eponymous Catacomb. His tomb was rediscovered in 1960. 
His remains were transferred in the ninth century to Rome’s Basilica of Santa Maria in Trastevere, which tradition holds was built 
over, or next to, an earlier church of which Callistus was the patron. 

St. Callistus, Pope, Martyr 
Late Second Century – 222 

October 14 – Optional Memorial 
Liturgical Color: Red 

Patron Saint of Cemetery Workers 
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Awards Week 10 Term 3 

Principals Award:  

Joshua,  & Jesse 

Years 5 & 6 Class Award:  

Kingsley, Tynan & Wyatt 

Student Award: Elyse 

Happy Birthday: Sienna, Gary & Kingsley 

Years 3 & 4 Class Award:  

Indianna & Bradley 

Years P-2 Class Award:  

Joshua, & Zakariah 
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This term we are back to learning Visual Arts. Our unit is all about Silhouette’s. A silhouette is an 
image or design in a single tone / colour. This art form was a very popular style in the 18th and 
19th century. To begin our unit students created a side profile silhouette. They all turned out great! I 
can’t wait to see what else they create throughout the term.   
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As part of HPE this term, P/1/2 students are participating in swimming lessons. Not 
only do students gain the life skill of being able to swim, but these lessons are also   
assisting students with the development of vital skills in confidence, resilience, and    
persistence. In the two weeks that students have engaged in lessons, they have all 
made a huge progress in their swimming abilities. Many students weren’t confident at 
putting their heads under the water or swimming across the pool with the support of a       
kickboard, but now with the support of instructors, many students are swimming      
independently across the pool with their heads under and without the aid of a        
kickboard. P/1/2 students are very proud of their progress.  
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A big welcome to our new 3/4 class teacher,  Miss Katelyn . 
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In the 5/6 room, we are all published authors! To read some of our poetry, 
please go to: redroompoetry.org/student-poems/ and use the drop down menu to 
find "St Peter's Catholic Primary School." 

A tree was planted for each poem published by our class. Poems that have 
been shortlisted for the competition will be announced on the Red Room 
Poetry in late October. 

This term in Science, 5/6 will be investigating the fascinating world of Marvellous Microorganisms.    
Today, we investigated the best conditions for activating yeast and set up our term-long experiment 
with mould growth. What kinds of weird and wonderful things will grow from a piece of bread? A slice 
of  apple? A $2 coin? Our own hands? And will washing our hands make much of a difference? The 
answers remain to be seen, but one thing is for sure - things are going to get a bit smelly in the senior 
room in the coming weeks! 

http://redroompoetry.org/student-poems/
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Mass Times 

St Patrick’s Ingham 

Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm 

Sunday: 8.30am & 7.00pm 

St Peter’s Halifax 

Sunday 7.00am 

Canossa Chapel Trebonne 

Sunday: 10.00am 

St Teresa’s Abergowrie 

Sunday: 10.00an  


