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Acknowledgement of Country
We, as a community here at St Margaret Mary’s College, come together as First 
Nations and non-Indigenous people in acknowledging the Traditional 
Custodians of this land, the Wulgurukaba and neighbouring Bindal people, and 
their connections both spiritual and physical to the land, sea and community.

We pay our respects to the Elders past, present and emerging of this great 
Nation, and the continuation of the cultural, spiritual and educational practices 
of our First Nations People. 

        ANNALISA CORNEY & AMELIJA PHILLIPS (INDIGENOUS AWARENESS LEADERS 2021



Principal’s Report

Kathy Park
Principal

Congratulations to Teesha Edwards, Summer Walters, Anjelika Waters, Jayliah Smallwood – our wonderful Year 12 students who                                        are 
now graduates from St Margaret Mary’s College. Their leadership contribution to the community has been excellent and on                                      behalf of 
all staff, I thank them for their many efforts and impressive achievements.

I am writing this message as our teachers work steadily on preparing the Semester Two reports. I am reminded of the diligent                                           
work that all of our College staff put in to ensure that our students receive the very best in education. For that, I am truly grateful                                       
and I feel certain that you also appreciate their dedication.

The Emerging Leaders Incentive Scheme has seen a great result for our College, with many of us mentoring the students and encouraging them to reach 
their goals. I look forward to this continuing into 2023 and I thank the Indigenous Education Unit at TCEO for their encouragement and help.

I also recognize the many senior students who have been successful in obtaining QATSIF Scholarships to help with their senior schooling.

At this time, I would particularly like to thank our ‘dynamic duo’ Kim McCosker and Zoe Brown – two extraordinarily gifted women who work in unison 
and sow the seeds of harmony amongst our students, family and staff. Our College is all the richer for their contributions.

Congratulations to Kim who will take on the very significant role of Indigenous Education Advisor with the Blue Service Team at the Office. Her talents 
and skills will be gratefully received by the ten schools she will work with, though I feel certain that we will see her back for visits! I am delighted that Kim 
has requested to remain on our College Board.

In consultation with Zoe and Kim, we are recruiting for a replacement. We hope that we can announce the outcome to the community in the new year. 

In conclusion, please enjoy the holidays – refresh and renew and return to us in 2023 keen and eager to go further than you thought possible.

God bless you all!

Kathy Park



First Nations Unit
What a year this year has been!  It’s hard to believe we have come to the end of the 2022 
school year.  While this Yarn Up focuses on Term 4, when we think back across the whole 
year our Maggies have been involved in many, many activities and special celebrations. 
We are so proud of the way they have put their hand up to help in so many ways this year.  
There has been such a celebration of our culture throughout the College.

This term we congratulate our Year 12 Maggies, Teesha, Jayliah, Anjelika and Summer and 
wish them all the best for their future endeavours.  We would also like to congratulate all of 
our First Nations students on their hard work, dedication and successes this year.  Enjoy a 
much deserved break.   

Personally, I would like to thank you all for your support and 
friendship over the past 18 months. I will miss you all next year.  I 
have thoroughly enjoyed working with your daughters at SMMC 
and they will always hold a special place in my heart. I look 
forward to coming back to visit and continuing to share in their 
educational journeys.  

Thank you also to Zoe and Bernadette who have done so much 
for our Maggies and Indigenous Education within the College.  
Their passion and care for our students is evident in all they do.

Happy Christmas to you all and have a wonderful new year!
First Nations Unit - Kim, Zoe and Bernadette



And just like that, the 2022 school year is over! Wow!!!

It has been an amazing year here at the College. Our beautiful girls have 
done so well with their Emerging Leaders Journey. 28 Gold, 15 Silver and 
17 Bronze levels achieved. They have once again, stood tall and 
represented our College, Community and Families with pride.

Our 2022 journey has included our usual, Reconciliation Assembly, Sorry 
Day Morning Tea, Mabo Day celebrations and NAIDOC. Our students 
attended the Sisters of Mercy Partnership workshop, Holy Spirit Primary 
School, Emerging Leaders Health & Wellbeing Roadshow, Jezzine 
Cultural Walk and our Women’s Cultural Camp. We had Year 11 students 
hold a beautiful NAIDOC morning tea. Students prepared table 
Centrepieces for our Community NAIDOC celebrations, and SMMC 
hosted the Emerging Leaders Showcase for 2022. And finally, our ELIS 
Family Showcase BBQ. What a great night it was. It was so wonderful to 
see so many families join us to celebrate the Emerging Leaders Program 
and the achievements of our fantastic students.

We thank all of our special guests who came into the 
College to join us. Aunty Florence Onus, Nyree Gertz, 
Tammi Webber, Wulgurukaba Walkabouts, Cowboys 
House Dance Team, Connect & Grow, Uncle Russell 
Butler, Ms Fiona Smallwood, Leah Saltner and 
Serdonia Lui. 

To all of our Emerging Leaders Mentors - Thank You! 
Our families and students - Thank You! And  last but 
not least, a special thanks to our departing staff, Ms 
Leisa Leon and Mrs Kim McCosker. It has been 
wonderful working with them and they will be greatly 
missed.

Have a wonderful Christmas!





Academic Support Program - (ASP)
(Homework Program)

Another year over and it was interesting watching the girls doing the 
countdown. It has been a long year starting with on-line learning 
once again. However, the students bounced back and worked hard 
to get the right results for both their subjects and their Emerging 
Leaders Incentives.

We had an amazing attendance level for our program this year and 
this was reflected in their academic performance and end of year 
results. Congratulations to all the girls!!!

We thank our tutors, Cathy, Karen, Rhonda and Dominique for their 
continued support and encouragement of our students. We would be 
lost without them. Thank you also to our teaching staff for supporting 
the girls with their                                        assessments throughout 
the year.



Mental Health Wellbeing Roadshow
                 Earlier this Term, we travelled to St Anthony’s College in Deeragun to attend       
the Emerging Leaders Mental Health and Wellbeing Roadshow.

Our girls were fortunate enough to have group workshops with several special guests 
including Preston Campbell, Naomi Wenitong, Patrick Mau and Tristan Nelliman Adams. 
Toby Adams was the MC for the event.

Preston, Naomi, Patrick and Tristan spoke on their experiences with Mental Health and 
gave the girls some strategies for dealing with Mental and Social Health Issues. Thank 
you to the guest speakers and Townsville Catholic Education for inviting our students to 
attend. It was a wonderful event that was enjoyed by all.



Emerging Leaders Showcase Family BBQ

Thank you to all the families that attended our Family 
BBQ. It was such a success, that we will make it an 
annual event. 



WIPCE 2022
During the September school holidays, Kim, Bernadette and Judy went to the World Indigenous 
Peoples’ Conference on Education (WIPCE) in Adelaide.  This conference is held every three years 
and provides an opportunity to share the many different educational experiences for First Nations 
peoples around the world. Kim and Judy presented at the Conference showing a project that has 
been running at SMMC throughout the year.  The project is centered around vocabulary and providing 
the students with the opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of what content specific words mean 
in the subject areas of Mathematics and Humanities.  WIPCE 2025 will be held in Aotearoa.  Thank 
you to Kathy Park and the Leadership Team at SMMC for providing us with the opportunity to 
showcase the great work SMMC is doing!  



Around the school …

Amaziah and Ellie 
doing the 
Acknowledgement 
of Country at the 
Junior Leadership 
Assembly

Eva, Tamika, Shanika, Zoe, Kakie 
and Armani at the Year 8 
Combined Schools Barn Dance

ELIS Incentive 
presentation 

assembly

Summer, our QATSIF 
Leadership Award 
winner



Around the school …

Kimani, 
Calleigh,
Mavontae and 
Kakie at the 
Health and 
Wellbeing 
Roadshow

Kahlia and Sadie at 
the end of Year 
Christmas Liturgy

Ellie with her 
dancing awards



Around the school continued …
Cert II/III in Health class with 
visitors from Connect n Grow

SMMC Rugby League 
Team



Mrs Bernadette Anderson 
receiving a Long Service 
award and Mrs Zoe Brown 
being acknowledged for her 
nomination for the Spirit of 
Catholic Education Aunty 
Joan Hendricks’ Award

Amaziah, Ellie, 
Whitney and 

Calleigh having 
fun at the Year 7 

Combined 
Schools Social

Around the school continued …



Around the school continued …

Year 8 excursion 
to JCU

Christmas 
Liturgy



Farewell Kim
As most of you are aware Kim has been appointed as one of the Indigenous 
Education Advisors at Townsville Catholic Education. Kim will commence 
her new job in early January.

In the 18 months that Kim has been with us, she has worked diligently with 
our students, staff, community and families. She has advocated on behalf of 
the students, especially students from remote communities and students 
with English as their second language. Kim has worked tirelessly with our 
IEAC and the SMMC RAP. She is adored by her students, especially our 
First Nations students.

We thank Kim for her continued commitment and support throughout her 
time with us. All the best in your new adventure. You will be missed!!!



Yarn Up Book Corner!
In this edition of Yarn Up, we have two recommendations from SMMC Library:

‘The Upwelling’ is a debut fantasy novel by Lystra Rose. 
Three misfits.
Two warring spirits.
One chance to save the world.

Kirra is the great-granddaughter of a truth dreamer, and, like Great Nanna Clara, no-one believes 
her night-visions are coming true. When an end-of-the-world nightmare forces her to surf where 
her brother was killed, she time-slips into a place that could ruin her life, here, and in the 
Dreaming.
Narn is the son of a well-respected Elder and holds an enviable role in his saltwater clan. Though 
he bears the marks of a man, many treat him like an uninitiated boy, including the woman he wants 
to impress.
Tarni is the daughter of a fierce hunter and the custodian of a clever gift. Somehow, she 
understands Kirra when no-one else can. But who sent this unexpected visitor: a powerful ancient 
healer or an evil shadow-spirit?
When death threatens all life, can a short-sighted surfer, a laidback dolphin caller and a 
feisty language unweaver work together to salvage our future? 



Yarn Up Book Corner cont …
‘My Spare Heart’ is a contemporary teen drama by Jared Thomas.
Seventeen-year-old Phoebe's life is turned upside down when she moves from the city to the country 
to live with her dad in this powerful and uplifting story about family breakdowns, facing truths and 
finding balance. 

I mean, Mum didn't drink that much. All of my friends' parents loved their champagne or whatever. Everyone 
drank in The Village, too. I'd only been there for about a month and there'd already been five wine and food 
festivals. Mum's drinking wasn't a big deal. Right?

Phoebe's non-Indigenous mother, a busy event manager, and her father, an Aboriginal man and uni lecturer, 
have split up and she's moved to sleepy old Willunga with him and his new health-obsessed girlfriend. It's 
only a few kilometres from Phoebe's old friends and the city, but it feels like another world.
Her new school is full of hippies, but some of the kids are cool and the local basketball team is tight, and 
before long Phoebe's fitting in. But as her mum becomes increasingly unreliable, Phoebe's grades begin to 
suffer, her place on the basketball team is under threat and her worries spiral out of control.
Phoebe can't tell her friends and is worried her dad will get angry, but pretending everything is fine is 
breaking her heart. How can she help her mum without tearing her family apart?

Happy reading!
Riitta Booth and Rita Archard
Teacher Librarians. 





Monday 23rd January 2023 

-  Year 7 & 12 Return to School
-  Year 7 Induction    
-  Year 7 & 12 Book Pack 

Collection

Tuesday 24th January 2023

- Years 8 - 11 Return to School

Thursday 26th January 2023

- PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

2nd & 3rd February 2023

- College Photos

Tuesday 7th February 2023

- Swimming Carnival

Upcoming Events
Monday 13th February 2023

- Homework Program Begins
- Anniversary of National Apology

Tuesday 14th February 2023

- ELIS Parent Information Night

Wednesday 15th March 2023

- NAPLAN Begins

Friday 17th March 2023

- National Close the Gap Day

Monday 27th March 2023

- Year 12 Exam Block Begins

Friday 31st March 2023
- Last Day Term One



Bernadette, Kim and Zoe would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your support and encouragement throughout 
2022.  We appreciate and acknowledge the support of our 
Principal, Kathy Park and the College Leadership Team for their 
ongoing trust in developing and believing in the work we do 
here at SMMC.

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and
A Happy New Year!


