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Acknowledgement of Country

We, as a community here at St Margaret Mary’s College, come together as First 
Nations and non-Indigenous people in acknowledging the Traditional 
Custodians of this land, the Wulgurukaba and neighbouring Bindal people, and 
their connections both spiritual and physical to the land, sea and community.

We pay our respects to the Elders past, present and emerging of this great 
Nation, and the continuation of the cultural, spiritual and educational practices 
of our First Nations People. 

        ANNALISA CORNEY & AMELIJA PHILLIPS (INDIGENOUS AWARENESS LEADERS 2021



Principal’s Report
Term Three at SMMC is always full of joy. The weather is great, the campus looks tremendous, 
the students continue to work diligently and prepare for important events and assignments, and 
the staff can see their many efforts reaping the rewards as students shine.

In this Yarn Up you will read of some of the highlights and see images of our First Nations students 
and staff engaged in the rich curricular and extracurricular life at the College.

Our College was nominated for the Indigenous School Award within Townsville Catholic Education. This was 
recognition of the fine work that is done and will continue to be done for our First Nations students. Over the school 
holidays three of our teachers - Kim McCosker, Judy Anderson and Bernadette Anderson, will attend the World 
Indigenous Peoples’ Conference in Education. WIPCE 2022 will feature an exciting Indigenous education program of 
keynote presentations, networking, interactive workshops, yarning circles, master classes with an associated rich and 
diverse cultural program. Kim and Judy will also be presenting a workshop.

The Blak Excellence Luncheon at the Ville and the beautiful Graduation Liturgy were wonderful occasions to join 
together. The panel of guest speakers added so much to the event. Congratulations to Year 12 student Teesha 
Edwards who was our nominee for the Bishop Michael Putney Student of the Year Award.

Have a lovely holiday break and see you for all the fun of Term Four!

Kathy Park
Principal



First Nations Unit
Welcome to the Term 3 Yarn Up!  It’s hard to believe that we are at the end of yet another term.  

Term 3 is always a rewarding term.  Our Maggies have had the opportunity to participate in many different 
cultural activities including Blak History Month, NAIDOC Celebrations, the First Nations Women’s Cultural 
Camp, First Nations homerooms, Blak Excellence Luncheon and both the QATSIF and TCE Graduation 
ceremonies.  

Next term we will be focusing on attendance at school.  We have noticed that many of our students are 
having large numbers of days away from school.  We understand that when students are sick they need to 
stay home, however, it is really important to be at school each day.  When students start missing days at 
school, they miss important learning in their classes and quickly fall behind.  We want all of our deadly 
students to be the best they can be, and to be amazing future leaders, and the best way to do this is to 
come to school every day, on time and ready to learn.

We hope you all have a wonderful holiday and look forward to seeing you all in Term 4!

From the First Nations Team,  Bernadette, Zoe and Kim





Our Emerging Leaders students started the Term with our NAIDOC Celebrations and then straight into our First 
Nations Camp to the Tablelands. The feedback from staff and students who attended was very positive. The girls had 
a ball and have already talked about next year’s camp.

In the last couple of weeks, our Mentors have been doing their check ins with their students. This is to see how the 
girls have gone throughout the year to date. This information is then collated for our Vetting meeting with the 
Emerging Leaders team from the Townsville Catholic Education Unit, to decide the level of achievement the students 
have achieved for 2022. All students will be assessed according to their Attendance, Academic results and Cultural 
Engagement. As per the Emerging Leaders requirements, the students need to fit into one of the categories in the 
pictured table, in order to achieve a level.

Our Emerging Leaders Senior students attended a Blak Excellence Lunch and were fortunate to have some deadly 
First Nations speakers at the event. This was followed with their Graduation Liturgy at Sacred Heart Cathedral.

Term 4 will see our team go to St Anthony’s College on the 11th of October, for the Emerging Leaders Mental Health 
and Wellbeing Roadshow. This event will include guest speakers and activities for students to be involved in. If you 
haven’t registered, please do so as soon as possible.  We are also arranging our Emerging Leaders Showcase BBQ, 
to be held in November. This will be a great opportunity for staff, students, Mentors and families to come together to 
celebrate the Emerging Leaders Program. This will be held on the 7th of November after the Homework Program. 
Please save this date into your calendars.

We extend our thanks to all of our Mentors who have been inundated with their teaching loads and yet still found the 
time to do regular check ins with their students. THANK YOU!

Congratulations  to our Senior Emerging Leaders students Summer Walters, Teesha Edwards, Anjelika Waters and 
Jayliah Smallwood on their QATSIF and Townsville Catholic Education  Graduations this Term!

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY!

Level Attendance Academic Results Cultural 
Engagement

GOLD Be at school 96% or 
more

Pass BOTH Maths and 
English plus 3 other 

subjects

Gold Level 
Involvement

SILVER Be at school 93% or 
more

Pass EITHER Maths or 
English and 2 other 

subjects

Silver Level 
Involvement

BRONZE Be at school 90% or 
more

Attend Tutorials 
(school or private)

Bronze  Level 
Involvement



Academic Support Program - (ASP)
(Homework Program)

Throughout the term it has been great to see so many students participate in the Homework Program and 
continue to develop good study habits.

We will be sending home a survey in the coming days, and ask you to fill it in to let us know if your daughter/s 
will be joining us in the Homework Program for Term 4.  We need to update our rolls so we know who is 

supposed to be attending each afternoon.  We understand that things come up and some afternoons your 
daughter may not be able to attend.  Please let us know if this is the case, so we can make sure our rolls are 

marked correctly. 

We thank our deadly tutors, Cathy Daumuller, Rhonda Reddicliffe and Karen Flynn and look forward to a 
fantastic Term 4 full of hard work, great determination and amazing successes!



Mental Health Wellbeing Roadshow

Townsville Catholic Education, through the Emerging Leaders program, is proud to invite all Secondary
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students in our Catholic Schools to a roadshow, aimed to help foster
resilience and help our young people manage their social and emotional wellbeing.

Resilience is an essential life skill and is the capacity of an individual to adapt to events and changes by
“bouncing back”. Young people who are resilient tend to be more hopeful, confident and possess higher
self-worth when times get tough.

Information was emailed to you early in September, but if you haven’t already done so, please register your 
daughter/s using the following QR Code by Thursday 30th September, 2022.



Black History Month

Black History Month runs throughout July each year and is a showcase of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples histories and cultures.

This year we worked with Ms Kath Burke and the Humanities department 
to run activities for the students to learn more about the shared history of 
our country.  We also tied these activities in to the NAIDOC theme of ‘Get 
Up, Stand Up, Show Up’.  Students were asked to choose an Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait Islander person who had got up, stood up and shown up to 
create change for all Indigenous Australians.  

Many students submitted a poster and a range of 
people were represented in these.  It was great to 
see so much learning happening amongst students!



NAIDOC     ‘GET UP, STAND UP, SHOW UP!’
This year we celebrated NAIDOC week within the College through lunchtime 
activities and a whole College assembly.  Many different activities were 
available for students to participate in, and to learn more about Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander history and culture.  

We were very excited to welcome the NRL Cowboys House dance troupes to 
the College where they performed to the students during assembly.  The two 
dance troupes performed both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dances 
and shared their stories with us as well.  At the end of assembly we all learnt a 
dance about the four winds of the Torres Strait.



NAIDOC Cont …



NAIDOC Cont …



NAIDOC 
Morning Tea

Year 11 Hospitality Practices students held a morning tea for the 
SMMC Indigenous Education Advisory Committee (IEAC), staff, 
parents and students.  The morning tea included food prepared 
from the recipes of Nornie Bero, a chef from Mer in the far-east 
Torres Strait. The Year 11 students created a wonderful 
atmosphere and their service was outstanding.  Many of those 
who attended commented on how much they enjoyed the 
pumpkin damper that was wrapped and cooked in banana 
leaves.  Thank you to the Year 11 Hospitality Practices students 
and their teacher, Ms Janice Lo Monaco.  We are in awe of your 
achievements and you have been wonderful ambassadors for 
not only our Maggies Community but also the First Nations Unit. 



WOMEN’S CULTURAL CAMP

At the end of July, we were very excited to head off on our First 
Nations Women’s Cultural Camp to Genazzano Retreat at Lake 
Tinaroo.  We spent three days developing and strengthening 
relationships, learning about local Indigenous knowledge, and 
reconnecting with our own culture and identity.

We met with local Dulgubarra Yidinji Elders, Uncle Lol and Aunty 
Syb at Lake Barrine.  Aunty Syb showed us many different plants 
and told us how they can be used as bush tucker and medicine.  
Uncle Lol shared many stories with us and reminded us that we 
are standing on the shoulders of giants.  Our old people fought 
hard to get us all to where we are today and to have the 
opportunities that we have.  We need to take advantage of these 
opportunities, and work hard at school,  to be future leaders for 
our communities.  



WOMEN’S CULTURAL CAMP 



WOMEN’S CULTURAL CAMP



WOMEN’S CULTURAL CAMP



WOMEN’S CULTURAL CAMP



WOMEN’S 
CULTURAL 

CAMP



Student Feedback - Women’s Cultural Camp

In our short time on this camp, I made friends, ate good food and had a good time.  The activities like painting 
and speaking to the Elders was an amazing experience.  If we could do it again, I would love for camp to be longer 
than three days.  What I got out of it was a sense of belonging in my culture. Even though our time here was 
short, I had a great time and want to do more of these because they help us to connect to our Country and relieve 
us of pent up stress from our everyday lives.  This was an awesome experience, thank you!

I loved camp and think this was an amazing experience.  It was amazing speaking to the Elders and hearing their 
stories and experiences.  The painting activity was very relaxing.  I liked connecting with the younger girls and hearing 
about them and their stories.

I really liked it when we went to Lake Barrine to meet the Elders and learn more about the 
different trees for making medicine and sewing baskets.  I would really like to go and see the 
ancient trees because they sounded so interesting.



BLAK EXCELLENCE

The Townsville Catholic Education Office hosted a Blak 
Excellence luncheon for our Year 12 Maggies.  The event 
provided the students with opportunities to hear from, and 
to meet, deadly industry professionals who have excelled 
in their chosen careers. The students were able to speak to 
special guests and ask questions about how they pursued 
their chosen career after school.  The theme of the 
afternoon was ‘you can’t be what you can’t see’ and it was 
a great way to learn more about many different types of 
pathways available after school.

It was so special to have 
Uncle Hans Pearson speak to 
us about his life and journey 
and how he fought to have the 
stolen wages of First Nations 
people (including his own) 
returned to them.



TCE ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT 
ISLANDER GRADUATION LITURGY

After the Blak Excellence event, our senior students 
attended the Townsville Catholic Education First 
Nations Graduation at the Sacred Heart Cathedral.  
Students from all secondary schools within the 
diocese attended and it was a great celebration to 
acknowledge the hard work and dedication of 
these students as they head towards the end of 13 
years of formal education.

Congratulations to Anjelika 
Waters, Jayliah Smallwood, 
Summer Walters and Teesha 
Edwards

Congratulations to 
Teesha who was 
nominated for the 
Bishop Michael Putney 
Award



QATSIF GRADUATION 

The Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Foundation (QATSIF) provide 
scholarships for students in Year 11 and 12 each 
year. The scholarships are designed to support 
senior students to complete their formal 
schooling and to open up post school pathways 
for them. This year we congratulate Teesha 
Edwards, Summer Walters and Jayliah 
Smallwood as they graduate from the program 
and Year 12.  

QATSIF humbly recognises the sacrifices of our 
Elders and Ancestors, especially those who were 
affected by the grave injustice of Stolen Wages.  



Around the school …

Tamika performed beautifully at Mulkadee!

Ariel, Desharnthie and 
Ariel’s mum, Paresilla, at 

the Athletics Carnival

Jayliah and Summer helping out 
at Good Neighbour Day!

Rylie and Janiqua on their 
way to Magnetic Island for 
the Year 9 Camp



Around the school continued …

Tayha Hiscox in the Scene 
Project!

Darylle, Kakie and Mavontae 
having fun on Samaritan Day

Summer 
at Relay 
for Life

Raven, Emily, Aleisha, Skyla and Taya at the Year 10 Step Up Day



 

Matilda and Jorja in Bella Voce, 
and Matilda in the Guitar 
Ensemble at the Townsville 
Eisteddfod. Taya playing Rugby League

Maria and Dakota 
walking in HPE

Amber is a part of the SMMC Open 
Basketball team who are playing on the 

Gold Coast these holidays.

Danielle 
playing 
netball in 
the State 
Champion-s
hips for 
SMMC



Year 10 Work Experience

During Week 10, our Maggies in 
Year 10 at school have been 
participating in the College Work 
Experience Program.  This has 
been such a good opportunity to 
gain an idea of what it is like to 
work full time and to help guide 
our students into a career they 
will enjoy working in after school.

Raven has been 
working at the 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander 
Women’s Legal Service

Taya is learning 
about a career as a 
vet at Hammett 
Street Vets



Yarn Up Book Corner!
In this edition of Yarn Up, we recommend ‘The First Astronomers: How Indigenous Elders read the stars’ by Duane Hamacher with Elders 
and Knowledge holders. 

"Between the covers of this extraordinary book is a detailed account of the science behind Indigenous star knowledge. Rarely is a book of 
such importance published. When profound ideas are introduced to the world for the first time, our world is fundamentally changed and the 
previous understandings consigned to history. There are those who continue to deny the intelligence and scientific traditions of Indigenous 
people. The idea that the only true science is that of Western thinking must be consigned to history. Those who read this book will 
understand why." (excerpt)    Foreword by Professor Marcia Langton AO

Visit the School Library to borrow your copy! Or download Sora (our digital Library app) and select one of the 93 audiobook copies. You can 
download the Sora app across multiple devices: smartphones, tablets, or computers. 

How to get Sora on your device: 
1. Install the Sora app from the Apple App Store or Google Play Store, 

or go to the Library Catalogue and select the link to Sora.
2. Select Find my school. 
3. Select ‘My school isn’t listed’ and search for the ACEN Member Collection. 

Select ACEN again and sign in with your school username, password, and Townsville diocese. 
4. Browse the Explore tab or search by Author name or Book title. 
5. Borrow an ebook, audiobook, magazine or comic for two weeks at a time. 

If you want to learn more about Sora, please visit or contact the School Library library@smmc.catholic.edu.au 
Happy reading! 

From the Library Team
Riitta, Rita and Katie



Upcoming Events

Term 3

● Back to School - Term 4 4th October
● Year 12 Formal 4th October
● Mental Health and Wellbeing Roadshow 11th October
● SMMC ELIS Showcase BBQ 7th November
● Last Day of School - Year 12 18th November
● Last Day of School for 2022 25th November


