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Acknowledgement of Country

We, as a community here at St Margaret Mary’s College, come together as First 
Nations and non-Indigenous people in acknowledging the Traditional 
Custodians of this land, the Wulgurukaba and neighbouring Bindal people, and 
their connections both Spiritual and Physical to the Land, Sea and Community.

We pay our respects to the Elders Past, Present and Emerging of this great 
Nation, and the continuation of the Cultural, Spiritual and Educational practices 
of our First Nation People. 

        ANNALISA CORNEY & AMELIJA PHILLIPS (INDIGENOUS AWARENESS LEADERS 2021



Principal’s Report
Semester Two 2022 is now ending, and when we reflect on the achievements of our First 
Nations students, it is clear to see that the opportunities for success are many at St Margaret 
Mary’s College.

Our heart-felt thanks go out to Zoe, Bernadette and Kim. Their collaborative work has meant 
that we now have a strong partnership with Cowboys House and have welcomed several 
students from communities. They have enriched our school with their culture and contribution.

As you read this newsletter you will soon realise that life is very full here! Of special note is our
beautiful mural which graces the outside walls of Milpera Centre. We are all so grateful to Nicky
Pryor and Bidju Design!

Our new College Indigenous shirts are colourful and lovely – the second order will be sent soon, 
so let us know if you would like to order one.

As we prepare for NAIDOC, congratulations to our students whose work has been chosen to 
feature as table centrepieces at the special Townsville celebrations. Well done!

I am very pleased by the good attendance at the Academic Support – Homework club – this is 
one way of students accessing the support and guidance needed to succeed.

Finally, I would like to congratulate Zoe Brown as she is our nominee for the Catholic Education 
Week’s Aunty Joan Hendricks Award. Zoe is most deserving of this recognition.

Best wishes to all for a relaxing, happy school holiday period. See you next term.
Kathy Park
Principal



First Nations Unit
Wow! It’s hard to believe we are at the end of Term 2!   

It has been such a busy and exciting term and I am sure as you read through this edition of the 
Yarn Up you will agree.

The term began with a beautiful liturgy for ANZAC Day where Emily and Anjelika spoke about their 
Great Uncle, Len Waters, and his experience as the first and only Aboriginal fighter pilot of WWII.  
We have celebrated the Emerging Leaders program, worked hard at homework program and 
shared our culture with staff and students through National Reconciliation
Week.

We look forward to welcoming two new students next term and we also 
look forward to Ms Bernadette Anderson returning from her leave in 
week 4. 

We hope you all have a wonderful holiday and we look forward to a 
great Term 3?



Term Two has been a very busy Term for our First Nations Unit. This has 
provided a large number of opportunities for our Emerging Leaders students to 
be active in a selection of Cultural Engagements within our College and the 
broader community.

Quite a number of our students have taken an active role in our Reconciliation 
Week Assembly, 30 Year Anniversary of Mabo Day/Torres Strait Islander Flag, 
Sisters of Mercy Partnership Workshop, Sorry Day Morning Tea, our Jezzine 
Cultural Walk and our visit to assist our Holy Spirit Primary students celebrate 
their NAIDOC day.

Our Emerging Leaders Academic Support Program has gone well this Term with 
a number of students achieving well in their overall marks for subjects in Term 
Two reports.

Attendance at school has become a concern for our Emerging Leaders students 
and their ultimate results at the end of the year. Please remember that students 
are required to have a minimum of 90% attendance rate in order to achieve a 
bronze level,  with a 96% attendance required for a Gold Level. We have some 
students dropping to  below 80% attendance, and this will result in them 
struggling with their subjects and their assessments. This will also result in their 
failure to achieve any incentives in the Emerging Leaders Program

At this stage 2022 is the last fully 
funded year for the program. The 

team at Townsville Catholic 
Education are working diligently to 
gain funding for the continuation of 

the Emerging Leaders Program 
within our Diocese. We will keep 

you updated.



Emerging Leaders Showcase

On 27th April, Townsville Catholic Education celebrated the 
success of the Emerging Leaders Incentive Scheme with a 
Showcase held at SMMC.  Many of our Maggies helped out 
on the night and represented the College proudly.  

The Emerging Leaders Incentive Scheme has been running 
in the diocese for 5 years and is due to end in its current form 
at the end of this year.  



ANZAC DAY Assembly
On Friday, the 22nd of April, our school held an ANZAC Day Service 
to remember and honour those who have served this country, 
especially remembering the sacrifices they made. We were also 
reminded about the women who were unrecognised for their duties in 
war and of the wives and families who were at home anxiously waiting 
for the return of their loved ones. Sadly, many didn’t return. The Bella 
Voce Choir sang beautiful pieces including “In Flanders Fields”, a 
hymn, and the Australian and New Zealand National Anthems. 
Additionally, Corporal Chloe Cooper of the 4th Combat Engineer 
Regiment, spoke to the College about World War I and how to honour 
and remember those who served. 

Emily and Anjelika Waters also shared the life story of their great 
uncle, Leonard Waters who was Australia’s first and only Aboriginal 
fighter pilot in World War II. Following this, Ms Kath Burke read the 
Ode then the Last Post was played, followed by a minute of silence, 
and then concluded with the Rouse. Finally, we had an address from 
Ms Kath Hunter who shared details about the War and ANZAC Day. 

Written by Delaney Phillips 



Academic Support Program - (ASP)
(Homework Program)

During this Term, we have had a number of our students within our Academic Support Program buckle down and work hard to improve their 
results in several subjects. These girls have been rewarded with some excellent results in Maths. Two of our students have gone from a “D” 
result to “B-“. Wonderful news and a great way to end the Term. We have been fortunate to have some of our teachers come and work with 
students on assessments that they are struggling with or assessments that are due. A Maggie’s Shout Out to our Tutors: Cathy Daumuller, 

Rhonda Reddicliffe, Karen Flynn, Mary Lynn Innes and Caitlin Flecker.

The SMMC Math’s Tutoring is still available on Tuesday and Wednesday for all students needing help with Maths.

Next Term will see some changes with the way our roll is marked in the afternoons. Through our Compass roll, automatic alerts will be sent 
out to families if students are marked as “unexplained” absent from the Homework Program. We ask that parents please notify us if your 

students will not be attending on a Monday or Tuesday afternoon.

Overall, we are very happy with all of our students who have attended and worked hard this Term. Their continuous hard work will be 
reflected in their achievements and results in their end of Term reports.

Thank you to all our students, families and Tutors for your support throughout Semester One. We look forward to getting bigger and better 
results as we move forward for the remainder of the year.

“Happy Holidays”



SMMC Indigenous Education Advisory 
Committee

The SMMC Indigenous Education Advisory Committee (IEAC) 
is made up of parents, grandparents, staff and students. The 
committee meets once a term and members work together to 

contribute to the planning of events for the College, and to 
share knowledge and contribute to the creation, and 

implementation, of the College Reconciliation Action Plan 
(RAP). 

Thank you to our members who give up their time to attend 
meetings and ensure that our Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander culture is celebrated within the College.

If you are interested in joining our IEAC, please email Kim to 
let her know.

If you would like to view a copy of the SMMC RAP please 
click on the link below:

SMMC RAP

INDIGENOUSEDUCATIONADVISORYCOMMITTEE



QATSIF This year we are excited to 
announce that ten of our Year 11 
and 12 students were successful 
in obtaining a Queensland 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Foundation (QATSIF) 
scholarship.  These scholarships 
are made available through a 
fund which was set up to make 
amends for the loss of stolen 
wages for First Nations peoples.  
The eligibility criteria relates to 
school attendance and academic 
performance and the 
scholarships are designed to 
support First Nations students in 
their senior school years.  
Congratulations to Summer 
Walters, Teesha Edwards, 
Jayliah Smallwood, Isabel de 
Waele, Amber Sweeney, Sophia 
Moulds, Taylor Goodhew, 
Eshana Gilbert, Grace Forno and 
Ella Raciti on receiving their 
QATSIF scholarship. 



National Constitutional Convention - Ella Raciti
On the 10th and 11th May, Ella Raciti (Year 11), 
represented North Queensland at the 2022 National 
Schools Constitutional Convention.  This year the 
Convention was streamed live from Canberra. Over the 
two days of the Convention, Ella and other students 
from around Australia investigated the constitutional 
issue - Should Australia have a Bill of Rights?  Ella 
listened to keynote speakers, participated in panel 
discussions and was involved in voting on a plebiscite 
question which contributed to the development of a 
Communique.  



Young Indigenous Women’s STEM Academy

The Young Indigenous Women’s STEM Academy 
program is funded by the National Indigenous 
Australians Agency (NIAA) and delivered in 
partnership with CareerTrackers Indigenous 
Internships.  The program provides support to 
students through their high school and university 
careers.

The goal of the Academy is to build a generation of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander female leaders, 
role models and game changers in STEM fields. 

Our Maggies will have the opportunity to participate 
in a range of STEM extension activities while 
receiving support from Academy staff to ensure they 
have everything they need to make the most of their 
education and gain employment in their chosen 
field.

Congratulations to Isabel de Waele, Ella Raciti, 
Amber Sweeney and Sophia Moulds who are 
members of the Academy!



Year 8 Mungalla Cultural Day
This year was the tenth anniversary of SMMC visiting Mungalla. 
These visits play an important role in creating cultural awareness 
in our students.  

This year, students were shown the different types of trees in the 
area and Jacob explained how they look after the area using fire.  
While at Mungalla, students collected tinder to use in experiments 
back at school for the STEM project.

Jacob lit a 
pandanus 
tree so we 
could see 
how it 
burns



This term all Year 8 students participated in an 
Indigenous Knowledges STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 
project around the use of fire in land 
management.  The girls were able to learn 
about Indigenous fire burning techniques and 
conducted experiments where they burned 
different types of tinder which had been 
collected during their trip to Mungalla.  The 
data from this burning was then collected and 
used in Maths lessons to calculate the 
percentage change of the temperature of the 
water which was boiled as a result of the fires 
they created.  It was great to see the girls 
having so much fun while learning about this 
important topic.  

Year 8 Indigenous Knowledges STEM Project



Year 8 Indigenous Knowledges 
STEM Project continued … 
Thank you to Mr Ben Naughton and Ms Leah Daniel for their 
planning and organisation, which ensured the project was 
successful and the girls were able to participate in these 
activities during their Science and Maths lessons.



Year 8 Indigenous Knowledges 
STEM Project continued … 

As a culminating activity, Uncle Russell Butler, 
an Elder from Hinchinbrook Island, spoke to 
all the Year 8 students, telling them how 
Indigenous fire burning techniques, including 
the use of cool fires, have been used in our 
local context.  Uncle Russell explained the 
importance of looking after our animals while 
burning the scrubby parts of the bush to make 
sure it was clean, and to prevent uncontrolled 
bush fires from starting.  The girls learnt about 
the Aboriginal seasons in the Townsville area 
and how to tell when it was the right time to 
burn Country.



Mercy Partners Indigenous Wisdom Yarning Circles

Zoe and four of our Year 10 Maggies, Emily Waters, Tayha Hiscox, Morgyn Stutley and Delaney Phillips, 
attended the Mercy Partners Indigenous Wisdom Yarning Circle event at St Teresa’s Garbutt.  It was a 
very rewarding experience and the girls were able to meet local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Elders, while participating in various yarning circle activities.            20 May 2022



SORRY DAY

This year, we were very fortunate 
to have Nyree Gertz join us for 
morning tea on National Sorry Day.  
Nyree shared her mother’s story, 
explaining how she is a survivor of 
the Stolen Generations.  Nyree 
donated a copy of her mother’s 
book, ‘Question of Colour’ to our 
College and helped our Maggies 
understand some of the trauma 
associated with being part of the 
Stolen Generations.  Thank you to 
our senior students for joining us 
on this special occasion and for the 
respect and compassion they 
showed to Nyree.



National Reconciliation Week

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) was 
celebrated from 27th May - 3 June.  These dates 
are significant in the history of our country.  The 
27th May is the anniversary of the 1967 
Referendum, where Australians voted to change 
the Constitution so that Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people  would be counted as part 
of the population and the Commonwealth would 
be able to make laws for them.  On Friday, 27th 
May, the whole College came together for a NRW 
liturgy.  The liturgy was a beautiful celebration of 
our First Nations culture and we were very excited 
to welcome Aunty Florence Onus to join us.  
Aunty Florence spoke to staff and students about 
Reconciliation and the ongoing effects casual 
racism has on First Nations peoples today.



National Reconciliation Week continued …



Mabo Day

On Friday, 3 June, students 
in Years 7-9 celebrated the 
30th anniversary of the 
Mabo decision and the 
Torres Strait Islander flag, 
by participating in a quiz 
and sharing cake.  Many 
students joined us, 
answering questions about 
Eddie Mabo and the Torres 
Strait flag.



Mabo Day



First Nations College Shirts
Our First Nations shirts arrived early this term and 
it has been so exciting to see so many people wear 
them proudly around the College!

Last year, students in Year 9 Design and Technology 
were asked to design a shirt that represented 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture.  
Students were asked to particularly focus on the local 
Wulgurukaba peoples as they are the Traditional 
Custodians of the land on which our school sits today.  
It was also important for the design to acknowledge 
the neighbouring Bindal peoples, and to honour the 
contribution and continued connection they have to 
this land.  The designs were shortlisted and after 
much consideration, Mikayla Macdonald’s design was 
chosen for the shirt.  Congratulations Mikayla

Second round orders are now open - please email 
Kim McCosker on kmccosker@smmc.catholic.edu.au 
if you would like one!

Thank you to Ms Tessa Golding for the work she put 
into creating these deadly shirts!



SMMC Mural
The mural on the outside 
walls of Milpera looks 
amazing.  It represents local 
Wulgurukaba and Bindal 
culture and also incorporates 
the values of the SMMC 
Houses.

Thank you 
to Nicky 
Pryor from 
Bidju 
Designs for 
your deadly 
artwork!



Cowboys House - Senior Parents’ Dinner

On the 17th May staff 
from SMMC were 
invited to attend the 
Senior Parents’ Dinner 
at Cowboys House.  It 
was a great opportunity 
to meet our senior 
students’ parents, staff 
and students from 
Cowboys House.



Townsville NAIDOC Committee - Table Centrepieces
A small group of students created a design for a table 
centrepiece that could be used for three of the Townsville 
NAIDOC Committee’s upcoming events.  Congratulations 
to Emily Waters, Delaney Phillips, Darylle Sam, Tamika 
Owen, Aleisha McLean and Isabel de Waele.  Their design 
was chosen as one of two, to be used for the upcoming 
events.  During week 10, a number of our students helped 
to construct these centrepieces ready for collection by the 
Townsville NAIDOC Committee.  Thank you to Ms Meg 
Bassett for your support of this project!



Around the school …

Ariel reading books to children 
in an Early Childhood setting.

Cushions made by our Year 8 Textiles 
students, Kakie, Jorja and Eva. 

Madison, Ella and Maggie

Year 8 Retreat

Amaziah and Paleta with the 
bags they made



Around the school continued …

Tayha in the Scene Project

Opening and Blessing 
of Benedictine Place

Janiqua recently completed the ‘Need for Feed’ 
program



Year 11 Drama Year 11 students in Ms Edwards 
Drama class performed a play called, 
The 7 Stages of Grieving.  

The 7 Stages of Grieving is a thought 
provoking, funny and insightful 
account of what it means to be an 
Aboriginal woman in contemporary 
Australia. It tells a story of love, 
strength, resilience and survival and 
how through true reconciliation there 
can be a better future for all 
Australians.



JEZZINE BARRACKS - Cultural Day
On 22 June, our First Nations students participated in a cultural day at the Jezzine Barracks.  
Throughout the day the girls learnt more about the local Wulgurukaba peoples by participating 
in a cultural walk.  They participated in yarning circles, played some games, joined in to an art 
activity and spent time making new friendships.  Thank you to Ms Michelle Kotzas and Ms Meg 
Bassett for planning a special art experience and to Ms Leah Daniel, Ms Clare Myles and 
Tammi Webber (TCE Office) for joining us on the day.  



JEZZINE BARRACKS - Cultural Day



JEZZINE BARRACKS - Cultural Day



JEZZINE BARRACKS - Cultural Day



Sport

Ellie Murgha 
placed 2nd in the 
Queensland 
Highland Dancing 
Championships.

Brooke recently 
competed at the NQ 
BMX Championships 
and came 3rd in 
Superclass women and 
2nd in 17 - 24 Women.  
She also came 4th in 
the 16 girls division of 
the AusCycling State 
Series. 

Summer, Eshana and Raven 
represented North Queensland 
in the Football State 
Championships in Cairns

Summer has 
been 
chosen to 
play for 
Queensland 
in the 
National 
Football 
Champs.



Sport Continued …

Emily is representing 
Northern in the State 
Netball Championships

Danielle is a part of the SMMC 
Junior Netball team.  They 
recently won the Vicky Wilson 
Shield and will now contest the 
State Titles in August as the NQ 
team.

Teesha recently 
completed in 
the Touch State 
Championships 
and was 
chosen to be 
part of the Qld 
Team to 
compete later 
this year. 

Desharnthie, Summer, Teesha and 
Jayliah are a part of the SMMC Rugby 
League team.  They recently won the 
Karen Murphy Rugby League Cup 
Northern Championships and will 
compete in the state wide comp later 
this year.  The girls are also off to the 
Confraternity Cup these holidays.



Holy Spirit NAIDOC
On the last day of term, Kimani, Matilda, 
Jorja, Dakota, Zofia, Delaney, Emily, Tayha, 
Morgyn, Ella, Amber, Bella, Taylor and Grace 
went for our annual trip to assist the students 
at Holy Spirit Primary School with thier 
NAIDOC activities.  Some activities included 
face painting, weaving, making damper and 
sand art.



Yarn Up Book Corner!

From the Library Team
Riitta, Rita and Katie

Hello from the Library! 
In this edition of Yarn Up, we would like to recommend ‘The 
Boy from the Mish’ a young adult novel by Gary 
Lonesborough. Gary is a new First Nation author and it is 
wonderful that his debut novel is in the running for The 
Children’s Book Council Awards for Book of the Year: Older 
Readers.
 
Review of ‘The Boy from the Mish’ by the CBCA judges 
2022: 
A tender, contemporary First Nation's coming of age book that 
speaks of the slow realisation of identity and one's place in the 
world. An important book in this category. Love fills its pages 
— family love, friendship love and romantic love, as well as 
love of culture. Set in an Indigenous mission, the story gives a 
realistic and positive insight into happy Indigenous family life. 
The language includes poetic descriptions of bush and 
countryside, and sensitive descriptions of emotions. The clash 
of Indigenous culture with modern Australia and the loss of 
culture and its impact is explored in depth.”



Upcoming Events

Term 3

● Black History Month July
● NAIDOC Week Celebrations 18 - 22 July
● NAIDOC Assembly and Flag Raising Ceremony 22 July
● First Nations Camp 27-29 July
● Year 12 QATSIF Graduation 3 August
● IEAC Meeting 30 August, 5:30pm
● TCEO First Nations Graduation Liturgy 1st September
● PUPIL FREE DAY 2nd September
● Last Day of School 16th September
● Back to School 4th October


