
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

  

7th May 2020    

 

 

To our St Mary’s Community, 

Update on COVID – 19: Continuity of Learning  

I write to you following Premier Annasticia Palaszczuk’s announcement that Year 11 and Year 12 will 
be returning to school on Monday 11th of May. This update also follows the letter from our Executive 
Director, Mr Bill Dixon, which provided further information to families on how Catholic schools are 
responding to this latest change in this COVID 19 pandemic.  
 
Firstly, I congratulate our St Mary’s community of students, parents and staff for your commitment 
to our processes we have established during these first three weeks of Term 2. We have been 
delighted by the way student learning has continued to flourish. It has truly been a wonderful show 
of teamwork. Thank you! 
 
Secondly, I share important information relevant to our entire St Mary’s community as we prepare 
to return Years 11 and 12 to onsite learning: 
 

1. Return to school: Years 11 and 12 students return to school on the 11th of May. At this time, 
we still expect all other year levels will return on Monday 25th of May.  
 

2. Unable to return: There may be students in Years 11 and 12 who are unable to return. These 
students will still be able to access the curriculum via the CANVAS platform. However, 
please know that from the 11th of May, teachers will no longer run Zoom sessions for Years 
11 and 12 as they will be required to provide face-to-face onsite instruction. We encourage 
students in Years 11 and 12 to return to school to access the best learning outcomes.  

 
3. Years 7 to 10: Remote learning will continue for all students in Years 7 to 10. Please 

continue to keep to the advice from the Queensland Government that children should not 
attend school unless they are children of essential service providers who have no 
reasonable supervision option, or they are vulnerable children. Supervision will continue for 
those students who need to attend school.  

 
4. Timetable in Weeks 4 and 5: Whilst junior students remain in remote learning mode, the 

College will keep to the current timetable model. This means all students from Years 7-12, 
regardless of working from home or at school, will follow the same lesson times that are 
currently in place. A ‘Parent Slip’ will be sent out regarding Wednesday Sport.  

 



 

 
 

5. Year 11 and 12 uniform: Students are to follow normal uniform expectations. Personal 
grooming must follow College guidelines.     
 

6. Semester 1 Reporting:  As I write this update, schools are yet to receive direction regarding 
what Semester 1 reporting will look like. We anticipate we will receive this information 
within the coming days and will communicate this to parents when available. However, we 
anticipate that Semester 1 reports will be somewhat modified; possibly with just a level of 
achievement identified per subject.  

 
7. Tuckshop opening: From Monday 11th of May, our College Tuck Shop will reopen to students 

and staff. 
 

8. Fee relief: Our response to financial hardship has been to extend relief to those most in 
need, and to encourage those who are relatively unaffected by the economic changes to 
continue to pay their fees. If your family is experiencing financial stress, please contact me 
or our Business Manager, Mr Hugh Bradridge.  

 
9. Safety and strict hygiene practices: St Mary’s has continued to prioritise the health and 

safety of students and staff. The following are some of the practices we currently employ as 
well as those that we will be implemented at the beginning of next week: 

• Enhanced school cleaning protocols 

• Modifications of meeting spaces to improve physical distancing 

• Maintaining practical physical distancing for students 

• Promotion of strict hygiene practices – handwashing, use of sanitisers, sneezing 

protocols and non-contact greetings 

• All classrooms will maintain an exam-style desk configuration to support physical 

distancing 

• Managing student and staff movement: Various stairways and concourse pathways 

around classroom blocks have been designated as ‘one-way’ to improve physical 

distancing, particularly between lessons. This will take time to get used to.  

 
10. Students and staff with cold or flu-like symptoms should stay home. Parents are strongly 

encouraged to keep your child home if they are sick. 
 

11. General College operations: Assemblies, large events, most excursions and non-essential 
gatherings will not resume. We will continue to apply our risk assessment processes within 
our decision-making around College activities.  
 

12. Ongoing communication: Our success to date has been built on effective and regular 
communication between the College, students and parents. I thank you for your support 
and encourage everyone to continue playing their part in this process in the coming weeks.  

 
13. Parent access to school grounds: Please observe usual ‘Drop-off and Pick-up’ protocols. 

Only parents with essential College business should be entering our grounds.  
 
 
Finally, I take this opportunity to restate the importance of our roles as parents, carers, teachers and 
school officers at this time. Our young people need strong leaders right now. We need to continue 



 

to talk to them about our world, what is right, and why. They need to see us modelling what is right. 
What better time to show them, in the little things we do, that we can really “make a difference in 
our world”.  
 
 

 God Bless 

 

Wayne Wood 

Principal 


