
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
23rd March 2020 

 

To our St Mary’s Community, 

 

Update on Coronavirus (COVID – 19) Preparedness 

As I write this update, my prayers and thoughts are with you all during this unprecedented time.   

This afternoon, you would have received a letter from our Executive Director, Mr Bill Dixon, with 

important information on how schools in our region are responding to the Coronavirus pandemic. I 

encourage you to read this, as it provides important information for your family.  

I am grateful for the detail that is provided in this letter from Bill Dixon. It gives me the opportunity 

to restyle my update and share a few observations relevant to St Mary’s. 

Firstly, I can report that we continue to enjoy a typical St Mary’s vibrancy to our campus. As I move 

through classrooms, I notice happy students who are engaged in learning. Students and staff are 

upbeat, and the lunch-time bursts of laughter are quite refreshing. Given the current circumstances, 

this speaks volumes to the great support our young people are receiving at home and at school.   

You can make a difference 

Our Mission Statement invites us all to “make a difference in our world”. To do this, at this time, is 

quite simple: we need to keep to the advice of the health authorities.  Unfortunately, we continue to 

see instances of disregard for directions around social isolating or maintaining good hygiene 

practices. The hoarding of resources and panic buying also serves to highlight those who show little 

regard for others.  

Our young people need strong leaders right now. We need to talk to them about our world, what is 

right, and why. They need to see us modelling what is right. What better time to show them, in the 

little things we do, that we can really “make a difference in our world”.  

Fee Relief 

In the coming months, businesses will struggle, and some families will be without income. St Mary’s 

has already explored contingencies to support families and community members in need. If your 

family is experiencing financial stress, please contact me or our Business Manager, Mr Hugh 

Bradridge.  

Progress towards CANVAS 

In this new climate, St Mary’s teachers have met the challenge and the move towards full 

implementation of the CANVAS online platform is on track.  



 

Decisions are being made around continuity of learning, with all discussions suggesting that we will 

use Zoom as a complimentary platform to ensure that teacher-student connectivity is enabled in the 

event of full school closure (or high absences due to COVID-19). 

Our hope is to use the Week 10 Student Free Day to enable staff to finalise their implementation of 

CANVAS for Term 2, with opportunity for all to ensure students are familiarised with the new 

expectations and comfortable with the potential new norm later that week. 

Obviously, this is a space that is changing as we speak. Time may not be on our side for ‘perfect and 

planned’ implementation, however, please be assured that teachers at St Mary’s remain committed 

to providing full, and quality, teaching and learning to our students. 

Students self-isolating  

Some of our families, with members who have vulnerable health conditions, have chosen to keep 

their children home. We as a College understand and fully support parents’ decision to prioritise the 

health and safety of their children. Students who are at home will need to contact their teachers 

individually to seek direction about their work.  

Finally, at a time when we need to physically distance ourselves, the need to spiritually unite is even 

stronger. It is a comforting thought to see ourselves as connected to something bigger. United in 

Christ, we are never alone.  

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. Please know your child’s safety and general 

wellbeing will continue to be our highest priority.  

 

 God Bless 

 

Wayne Wood 

Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 


