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INTRODUCTION
St Joseph’s Catholic School, Mount Isa recognises the importance of communication devices in today’s society. Given

that widespread ownership of personal communication devices is commonplace, the following policy supports the

effective use of devices in learning experiences at school and in social contexts, while abiding by laws governing

privacy and online use.

DEFINITION
Personal Communication Device refers to devices such as mobile phones, smart watches, tablets or other such

wearable devices that have (i) network connectivity [including wi-fi], (ii) multimedia applications, (iii) digital storage &

(iv) cellular network technology (4G, 5G etc).

Further definitions are provided in the supporting documentation

RATIONALE
St Joseph’s Catholic School, Mount Isa promotes the importance of using communication device technology as a

learning tool.  The school also recognises that mobile devices are utilised by parents to provide reassurance around

personal security and safety of their children. In addition, it is also a means for parents to contact children in

emergency situations. During school hours, parents are able to contact children through the school office. As such

mobile devices are not permitted during these times.

This policy applies to all students and outlines the requirements to ensure personal communication devices are used

appropriately within the school setting.

POLICY DIRECTIVE

Students who choose to bring a personal communication device to school must have them switched off and handed

into the school office before school. Devices are available for collection after school.

Students are not permitted to have any personal device during school hours that: (but is not limited to)

● can receive/make phone calls

● can send short message services (sms) or multimedia services (mms) (e.g send photos)

● has audio, video recording capabilities

● has wi-fi or cellular data connection



● has games

● has storage capability for photos, videos

● has social media platforms (e.g Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram, TikTok etc)

A device that has blue-tooth connectivity only (no wifi, cellular data or other means) is permitted to be worn on the

condition it meets the school uniform policy. Examples of such a device include health and activity trackers (e.g

Fitbits) that only monitor sleep, exercise, heart rate etc. Health and activity devices that have any of the additional

capabilities listed above are not permitted.

St Joseph’s takes no responsibility for the loss of, theft or damage to personal devices.

Exemptions

St Joseph’s acknowledges that personal communication devices can be required for medical purposes and/or a

means of communication for students who are unable to communicate through traditional methods. For the

students that this applies to, specific education support plans will be in place. The development of these will include,

students, parents/carers, treating professionals and other relevant parties.

Staff

Staff shall model appropriate behaviour when using personal communication devices congruent with code of

conduct and shall keep their use to a minimum during teaching. Staff shall also communicate details of this policy to

students/parents and ensure that it is upheld.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Definitions
Network Connectivity: a device that is capable of connecting to a network that is used to transmit data. Networks

include but are not limited to, ethernet, wi-fi and bluetooth.

Multimedia applications: applications/programs that are hosted on the device and host different forms of

multimedia that include but are not limited to text, image, audio, video and animation

Digital Storage: devices that have the ability to store forms of multimedia that include but are not limited to text,

image, audio, video and animation.

Cellular network technology: a communication network used for mobile devices

SMS: short message service (Text messaging service) used on data networks to send text only

MMS: multimedia message service, a message service used on data networks to send multimedia content (audio,

image, animation, video)

Social Media Platforms: applications accessed via networks that provide the ability to share multimedia content (text,

audio, image, animation, video). For example: Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, TikTok, Whatsapp, Facebook

Messenger, Linked In, You Tube, Wordpress, Twitter.


