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STATEMENT OF POLICY
St Joseph’s Catholic School is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for all students, staff and

visitors.

INTRODUCTION
This policy addresses St Joseph’s Catholic School’s commitment to providing a safe and healthy environment for our
school community.

RATIONALE
Mount Isa is an area which is rich in mineral deposits, providing a source of employment to many residents. Excessive

exposure to lead can cause health concerns. Lead exposure often occurs when children ingest small amounts of soil

and dust during normal daily activity. The key age groups for high risk behaviours such as hand to mouth contact are

0-4 year olds.

Given students are playing and eating at schools, these facilities play a major role in both minimising a student’s lead

exposure and providing an environment where policies and procedures can positively influence student behaviour.

With this in mind, St Joseph’s Catholic School, realises the need to provide a healthy environment for children and

educate parents and carers about LEADSmart behaviour, thus reducing the risk of high blood lead levels.

POLICY DIRECTIVE

1. Inform existing parents and carers of LEADSmart policy and new families on enrolment, via reference to
school policies on the school website and providing LEADSmart information materials.

2. Ensure ongoing promotion of LEADSmart messages and testing in newsletters and FACE (Family and
Community Engagement) meetings.

3. Incorporate education programs that focus on Wet Wipe, Wash and Eat Well practices in Health lessons for
Prep to Year 6 and maintain classroom routines and visual resources that support these protocols (ie. hand
washing before eating, after play, wet wiping, healthy eating).

4. Encourage staff to act as positive role models for students in all aspects of LEADSmart behaviour and include
information for staff in annual induction and compliance information.

5. Ensure that adequate ground cover is provided outdoors, particularly in play areas through maintenance of
lawn areas, including adequate watering.

6. Continue ‘Read and Feed’ to allow students to eat at tables indoors to minimise lead exposure when eating.



7. Continue to provide a cleaning program that maintains classroom and outdoor area cleanliness, adhering to
the Wet Wipe practices, including regular hosing of outdoor areas.

REFERENCES

LEADSmart Education Program Policy Guidelines

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
The Lead Alliance 1800 457 547


