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University of Sydney Summer 
Program 
Reanne O’Keefe, Kiann Walsh, Ylona 

Harris and Auntijiah Johnson 

travelled to Sydney over the 

Christmas holidays for the Wingara 

Mura – Bunga Barrabugu Summer 

Program at the University of Sydney. 

The girls were supported by Miss 

Kirsty (teacher aide) and learnt lots 

about careers that they are thinking 

about for the future. 

Everyone had a fantastic time, and 

are hoping to attend the Winter 

Program, and apply for the Summer 

Program again next year.  

Students who went to Wingara Mura 

– Bunga Barrabugu were: 

Reanne O’Keefe (Year 11, Mt Isa) 

Kiann Walsh (Year 12, Townsville) 

Ylona Harris (Year 11, Townville & 

Yarrabah) 

Auntijiah Johnson (Year 11, 

Townsville & Palm Island) 

Cowboys Youth Ambassador 
Reanne O’Keefe (Year 11, Mt Isa) has 

been selected as the North  
 

 

Queensland Cowboys representative 

to attend the Indigenous All-Stars 

Youth Leadership Camp in February.  

Reanne will travel to Brisbane for the 

All-Stars game and attend the Youth 

Leadership Camp. Congratulations 

to Reanne on getting recognized for 

her diligent attitude and her hard 

work.  

 

Ylona Harris at The University of Sydney 

 

 

 
 From the Principal 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

It is great to see the wonderful 

faces and personalities of your 

children at Shalom Christian 

College.  They bring so much life to 

the buildings and grounds. 

We are expecting a great year with 

lots of activities for the students. 

Please keep in touch with your 

students and 

ask them the 

questions on 

the back page 

of the 

newsletter. 

Kind regards 

Chris England 
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FAST FACTS 
 

  

82% 
of people who regularly exercise feel less tired in their 

day-to-day life 

  

$300 
The amount of money saved by a pack-a-day smoker 

after 1 month of quitting. Enough to go on a holiday or 

buy lots of new clothes. 

 

Community pickup in 
Milingimbi 
At the start of Term 1, one of 

Shalom’s Community Liaison 

Officers, Mr Tom, travelled to 

Milingimbi community in North East 

Arnhem Land. 

Tom had the chance to visit our 

current students, meeting the 

families of some of our new 

students, and check in with some of 

our old students that have already 

graduated. 

 

Osiah Dhamarrandji (2012) and Mr Tom 

A big thank you to Gerard Morgan 

(2012) and the Crocodile Island 

Rangers for assisting with getting to 

the airport on time, and Miwatj 

Health for the use of a troopy for the 

3 days.  

 

Footy stars shine in New 
Zealand 
Delma Gisu (2014, Townsville) and 

Pamai Dau (2015, Boigu Island) 

travelled to New Zealand in 

December 2015 to represent the 

Woomeras, the national women’d 

junior AFL team.  

Highlights of the tour were a cultural 

exchange and rafting in Rotorua, 

hiking in the Tongiraro Crossing, a 

visit to Te Puia and traditional 

Polynesian recovery spac with a 

special focus on building resilience 

and communication skills.  

Pamai and Delma both had a very 

successful tour.  

 

In 2016, Delma hopes to work with 

AFL Townsville, with a goal of 

preparing herself for the 2017 AFL 

Women’s Draft. 

 

Careers are taking off! 
Pamai Dau (2015, Boigu Island) has 

been offered a traineeship with 

TAIHS (Townsville Aboriginal and 

Islander Health Service) to complete 

her Certificate III in Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Health Care 

Pamai is following in the footsteps of 

2013 graduates Talena, Patricka and 

James who completed their Cert III in 

2015 and have been offered full time 

employment in 2016.  

Anita Johnson (2015, Townsville) and 

Jodine Daisy (2015, Townsville) will 

be studying a Bachelor of Arts at 

Griffith University in February 2016.  

Ananias Nundhirribala (2015, 

Numbulwar) is hoping to complete a 

certificate course through ACPA 

(Aboriginal College of Performing 

Arts) in Brisbane, following in the 

footsteps of past graduates Danzel 

Baker (2012, Milingimbi) and Scott 

Campbell (2008, Townsville). 

Beautiful Nauru 
by Kholan Mairu-Kaczmarek (Yr 13) 

On the Christmas holidays I visited 

the beautiful country Nauru. Nauru is 

located in Micronesia in the Central 

Pacific and has the population of 

10,000 people. It’s a very small and 

very hot place to be. During the 

holidays I spent every day down at 

the beach swimming in crystal clear 

waters and fishing big game out in 

the ocean.  

I had the chance to share my 

indigenous culture with them, I will 

never forget my time making new 

friends and learning a whole new 

culture. 

 



MANY CULTURES • ONE FAITH | Term 1 Week 2  3

 

 

 

Welcome to 2016! 
by Sandy Hindmarsh (Deputy Principal) 

How can I know my child is going 

OK at school? 

Our liaison staff, pastoral care 

teachers and house parents enjoy 

being able to share good news about 

your child’s progress at school. 

If you have worries about how your 

child is settling in (if they are new to 

the school or returning after the 

summer break) please let us know by 

calling boarding, health & wellbeing 

staff or your child’s pastoral care 

teacher.  

We are happy to keep you updated 

on your child’s progress with a quick 

weekly or fortnightly chat, weekly 

emails about your child’s attendance 

or phone calls. 

What is “The Shalom Way”? 

At Shalom we support your child by 

reinforcing the expectations of 

Respect, Responsibilities and Rights 

in our classroom, playgrounds and 

boarding facilities. 

Students learn that “The Shalom 

Way” is encouraged in all areas of 

College life. 

As well as these expectations, it is 

our aim to support students to learn 

to become increasingly independent 

as the year goes on. This is an area 

we value family support and 

encouragement to achieve. If we feel 

that a student is having some 

difficulty using appropriate 

behaviours at school or in boarding, 

we will immediately let parents 

know. 

We understand that supportive 

parents help young people become 

stronger and more thoughtful about 

their choices and this helps everyone 

feel safe and focus on their learning.  

Homework 

A lot of parents have been asking 

what homework they should do if 

their child does not bring homework 

home every day. Reading is probably 

one of the best homework activities 

to do with your child.  

10-15 minutes before they go to bed, 

or having them read to younger or 

older family members as you are 

preparing meals may work for 

families.  

Homework is optional but if your 

child does have homework set it will 

usually be in an area where they may 

need extra practice or because they 

have assessments to be completed – 

especially if your child is in Year 11 or 

Year 12.  

Volunteering 

At Shalom we welcome the 

assistance of parent volunteers to 

help with resource preparation and 

student learning. To help volunteers 

feel comfortable with the different 

activities happening around the 

College, we ask that every parent 

volunteer completes a short 20 

minute induction course. 

All volunteers will need to complete 

a volunteer Blue Card for Working 

with Children prior to volunteering in 

the College. 

Thank you for choosing Shalom 

Christian College for your child’s 

education. We look forward to 

working closely with you and your 

child in 2016.  

Blessings, 

Sandy Hindmarsh 

 

 

 

 

AROUND SHALOM 

 

Movember 
Our Movember men ready for their big shave in front of 

all the secondary school. The $350 raised went towards 
research into men’s health.  

 

Danzel’s on fire 
Danzel Baker (2012) continues to achieve great things! 
Working with the chooky dancers ‘Djuki Mala’, the 

Indigenous Hip Hop Projects, he has recently been 

painted on Melbourne suburb Fitzroy. Too deadly! 

 

Pallarenda excursion 
Secondary students enjoyed a day out at Pallarenda to 

swim, play some sport and meet some of the new 
students who just arrived.  
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Keep Supporting Our School 

 

Supporting us can look like: 

• Asking your young person what the teachers and staff said to them today 

• Ask your young person did they get to class on time today? 

• Ask your young person “What is The Shalom Way?” 

• Ask your young person “Did you brush your teeth last night?” 

Shalom would love to hear from families how their young people are doing at Shalom. 

Sometimes they might feel shame or embarrassed to talk about these things with us-they might be a new 

student and not know staff very well. 

Call and have a talk with one of our PC teachers or Health and Wellbeing Team 

         

Miss Di Yr 7/8 Miss Mary Yr 9/10 Miss Allison CC Miss Lorraine OC Miss Tegan Yr 11 Mr Ryan Yr 12 Miss Sharyn Yr 12 Miss Merwez Lit 

Women 

 
       

Mr Jonny Lit Men Mr Neil Yr 13 Miss Sandy – 

Deputy Principal 

Mr Bruce – Liaison 

Officer 

Mr Tom – Liaison 

Officer 

Aunty Sandra – 

Liaison Officer 

Aunty Jenny – 

Liaison Officer 

Uncle Tom – Liaison 

Officer 

     

   

Miss Christine – 

Nurse 

Miss Shelley – Health 

Worker 

Miss Jess – 

Counsellor 

Miss Hayley – 

Counsellor 

Miss Leesha – 

Counselling 

Programs 

   

Important Dates 
Monday 15

th
 February – Senior Leader speeches and voting 

Friday 19
th

 February – College Opening Service at Northreach Baptist Church 

Friday 11
th

 March – Secondary Swimming Carnival 

Wednesday 23
rd

 March – ABSTUDY Travel Day 

Changed your sim card? Call Aunty Kylie or Aunty Fiona and let Shalom know your new number!  

Want to send your family 
to Shalom? 
Give our Registrar, Jodi McLean, a call 

to talk about what Shalom can do to 

help your young person 


