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From the Pen of the Principal, Nick Scully
Dear Members of the St Brendan’s College Community

Academic Performance

The assessment for the first semester concluded with the
compilation and distribution of reports and the parent teacher
interviews. Congratulations to all the boys who strived to
achieve very good grades. The parent teacher interviews were
held in the Hogan Building a couple of weeks ago. Many
parents attended but if you were unable to make it and wish
to gain feedback on your son’s performance, please send an
email to his teachers.

The Academic Awards assembly for Semester One was also
held last Wednesday. We are very proud of our boys who have
achieved awards in their academic pursuits. We are equally
proud of those boys who did not reach the level of academic
award but gave their studies their ‘best shot’.

School Musical

The combined St Ursula’s/St Brendan’s Musical “No No
Nanette” was stunning. Months of intense work paid off as
crowds gathered to enjoy exceptional performances from
amazing artists. Everyone involved should be very proud of
the product and I would like to thank Br Grundy who was
responsible for the direction and production of the show. I also
thank the dedicated team of St Ursula’s and St Brendan’s staff
and parents and volunteers for their tireless contribution. Well
done everyone!

Year 12, 2020 Changes – Our First Live-Streaming
Event

On Thursday 3rd August, we will be holding a parent
information night for our current Year 9 students who will be
entering Year 12 in 2020. There are major changes coming
to the senior assessment and tertiary entrance systems in
Queensland that will impact our current Year 9 students. There
has been some media coverage of the changes but you will

begin to see a lot more as we move closer to the changes being
implemented.

Parents / carers of children in Years 7 & 8 are not only welcome
to attend, but encouraged to, as these changes will impact your
children also.

We are holding this information session to inform parents /
carers of where we are at, and provide as much information
as we possibly can to date. The session will run from 6pm –
7pm in the Chapel and Performing Arts Centre. This information
session will be live-streamed. Also note that the session will be
available via our website for future viewing.

SBC Information Evening QLD Curriculum and
Assessment Authority 2019 Changes

St Brendan’s Annual Rodeo

The Annual Rodeo will be held on Saturday 2nd September
commencing with the School Boys rodeo events at 10am and
the Main Rodeo events at 5.45pm. A Full APRA Affiliated Rodeo
will be run once again this year. This will include the St
Brendan’s Boys Rodeo, Trans-Tasman Challenge, Interschool
Rodeo, Father/Mother & Son Steer Catch and the APRA
Program of Bulls, Broncs, Barrels, Rope & Tie, Team Roping
and Steer Wrestling. A volunteer’s sheet has been sent out to
parents and a poster outlining the events is in this edition of
the newsletter. Please support this dedicated group of peers by
attending and/or volunteering some time on the day. The entry
charge of $10 an adult and under 16 free, is being kept to a
minimum to make it an Action Packed family day with children’s
rides, food, bar, stalls and rodeo entertainment. Apart from an
opportunity to see many of our current and old boys compete,
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a considerable amount of the money raised will return directly to
the College to provide extra educational facilities for your son/s.
We hope to see you at the St Brendan’s Rodeo!

Mr Nick Scully
Principal

Yr 7 Information Evening

The Year 7 Information Session for 2018 noted on the SBC
Calendar for 10th August 2017 was held as part of the SBC
Sunset Tours on 13th July 2017. Enrolments for Year 7 2018
are now due, so any parents who may have missed the Sunset
Tours and still wish to tour the College or have any questions
are asked to contact our Enrolments Officer Kylie Hedges on
enrolments@sbc.qld.edu.au or phone (07) 49399 485 as soon
as possible. Thank you.

Library News
Book Week is fast approaching and the annual Book
Character Costume Day is scheduled for FRIDAY 25th
AUGUST. Who is your favourite character? CASH prizes for the
best 3 outfits!

The theme this year is ‘Escape to Everywhere’ and the library
will be hosting competitions and displays. Join in and your PC
could win the pizza party or you could walk away with the
best-dressed character cash prize.

IT News

CQ RoboCup Junior

On Friday of week two we took 6 students to the annual CQ
Regional RoboCup Junior held on the CQ University campus.
All of the boys competed in the rescue challenge which involves
programming an autonomous robot that is capable of
completing several courses of increasing difficulty, to rescue a
capsule trapped in an oil spill. The boys did themselves and
the school proud overcoming many challenges from a corrupt
program 10 minutes before robots were scheduled to begin,
to redesigning their robots to add a controlling mechanism in
the last 30 minutes of planning time. Not only were we the
only school to design robots capable of controlling the capsule,
we were the only ones to successfully capture and control
the capsule to remove it from the oil spill. The boys should
be congratulated on their perseverance, positive attitude and
complex problem solving skills.

Career Corner
Last newsletter I focussed on the Defence
Force, this time it is about your son moving
away from home, whether for work or for
university.

Many boys have already been at boarding
school but this is still different from having to
cook their own meals, do their washing, get
to their workplace or class and pay their

bills on time.

First of all, before your son leaves home he should have:

To make life easier, hopefully he has his Driver’s Licence and
perhaps casual work related certificates (Barista, RSA, Referee
for a sport, Auswim, etc). As a parent you can help prepare
him by giving him the opportunity to do the grocery shopping a
number of times, thus ensuring that he understands the basic
food groups and their costs.

Has he undertaken any type of budgeting? Run through fixed
expenses (rent, car payments, etc) and variable expenses (food,
entertainment, public transport, etc). Work out what likely
income he will have, and how he should put money aside for
expenses and how much he will have to live on. He may decide
that he will need to work a second job to help pay for things.
Most university students obtain casual work to help fund their
way.

Ensure he realises that clothes have to be washed, beds have
to be changed, floors swept and mopped and that it is cheaper
to cook than to eat out, cheaper to prepare lunch than to buy
it. With a bit of preparation, this transition time can be made
easier both for your son and for yourself. How often will you be
in touch? Some parents set up a system whereby they may not
ring or send lots of long texts, but simply SMS a smiley face on
a Sunday and their son responds in kind, that way both parties
know that all is fine without intruding on each other’s time and
space.

The school has subscribed to a great web site: My Career
Advisor, which allows all students and their parents to log on

• his own bank account

• credit or pin card

• Tax File Number

• appropriate email account (NOT bigmuscles@......
and not his SBC email account – he can’t access it
anymore)

• an electronic copy of his resume and a sample Letter
of Application

2

mailto:enrolments@sbc.qld.edu.au


to for help with subject selection, career advice, universities,
getting a job, etc. User name: sbc.qld.edu.au Password:
sbc4703 Have a look at it, there is great information and links
to other sites.

Next newsletter I will discuss Job Applications.

Regards
Sue Waddell
Ph: 07 49399423
waddells@sbc.qld.edu.au

SBC Rodeo

Date Claimers

7 August Yr 8 Subject Selection

8 – 9
August

Yr 8 Activity and Retreat

17 – 21
August

QLD Catholic Schools Music Festival

28 – 30
August

Yr 12 Man vs Wild Camp at Five Rocks

29 – 30
August

QCS Test

1
September

CQ All Schools Battle of the Bands

2
September

St Brendan’s College Rodeo

9
September

Rugby League Grand Final

11 – 14
September

Exam Block for all Grades – Study Release
for Yr 11 & 12 students only

Term Dates for 2017
Term 3: 10th July to 14th September
Term 4: 3rd October to 23rd November

English Tutorials
English tutorials - 3.10pm – 4.00pm every Thursday in C2.

Come along and receive help with class work, assessments, or
general spelling, reading and comprehension.

Speaking Skills tutoring - 3.10pm – 4.00pm Tuesdays in C4.
Hate public speaking? Struggle with presentation tasks? Come
along and practise the tricks of the trade to help build your
speaking skills!

Humanities Tutorials

What: for help with Business, Geography and
History classwork, homework and assignments
When: Tuesdays, 3.05pm – 4.00pm
Where: Library

Homework Club
Students are able to attend Homework Club Monday to
Thursday from 3pm – 4pm in the Learning Support Office
(downstairs in C Block).

Online Uniform Shop

St Brendan’s College uniform ordering is now available
online!

Visit our website page at the link below

http://www.sbc.qld.edu.au/about.php?id=70

Uniform Shop Hours
Monday - 7.15am - 10.45am
Wednesday - 3pm - 5.30pm
Friday - 7.15am - 10.45am
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Eddies Van

Woolworths Earn & Learn 2017
Woolworths Earn & Learn is back and it is easier than ever to
earn valuable resources for our school.

From Wednesday 26th July to Tuesday 19th September 2017,
when staff and parents shop at Woolworths, Earn and Learn
Stickers can be collected from the checkout or through an
online order and place them on a Woolworths Earn & Learn
Sticker Sheet. There will be one Woolworths Earn & Learn
Sticker for every $10 spent (excluding liquor, tobacco, and
gift cards). Once completed, simply place the Sticker Sheet
in the Collection Box, either at your school or at your local
Woolworths.

Community Notices

SBC Old Boys Foundation St Brendan’s College
Race Day

Current parents, friends and Old Boys of the College are invited
to mark their diaries for the 2017 SBC Race Day on 19th
August 2017.

Tickets and full details coming soon on the St Brendan’s
Yeppoon Old Boys Foundation facebook page, or email
boydm07@bigpond.com.

Current parents, friends and Old Boys of the College are
invited to the 2017 SBC Race Day on 19th August 2017.
Follow the link for online bookings or email
boydm07@bigpond.com for more information.

http://bit.ly/SBCRACEDAY17
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