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From the Pen of the Principal, Robert
Corboy

I would like to begin by warmly welcoming
back all of our returning students and their
families and a special welcome to those
who are new to the St Brendan’s
community.

I am delighted to have joined the Brendan's
College family and would like to begin by
thanking everyone for their warm welcome.

It is a real hallmark of the Edmund Rice charism to welcome
newcomers and strangers and having first-hand experience of
this over the last few months I can honestly say how impressed
and humbled I have been with this wonderful community.

During my interviews for this position and meeting key staff
last year, along with speaking with the staff and student body
so far, one of the key themes that continues to be asked is
what is my vision for the College. Quite simply I will continue
the great work that has gone before me that has made this
school a leading educational community throughout central
Queensland. I will work hard to continue to make this college
a school of choice not only for the district but across the
state. The College has a rich Edmund Rice tradition, loved by
thousands of old boys and families, it has a reputation for its'
engaging curriculum for all its students with a strong academic
focus and a VET program that is hard to rival. The College's
co-curricular program with its success on the sporting fields
including its well-known rugby League program, the College
rodeo, the arts and music through to its strong community
service programs are a credit to all. As a leading boarding
community in Queensland, it also provides a boarding program
that offers a fulsome and enriching experience, a home away
for home for many of our students.

It is evident that our community provides a life giving experience
for our students. I reminded the students on assembly the other
day that an educational opportunity at St Brendan's is truly a

privilege and not a right. My role is to continue to challenge and
inspire the boys to be the best person they can be by accessing
the wonderful opportunities they have here at the school, learn
from those who work to empower them and to understand the
more they contribute to the life of the College the richer they will
be for the experience.

I would also like to acknowledge the successes of the 2017
cohort. Meeting some of them this year, they exemplify and
give reason why this wonderful College exists. Whether it be
an OP1, achieving the apprenticeship one desired or gainful
employment, this is one of the litmus tests that we judge our
success on. I want to acknowledge the entire community for
their efforts, it’s not only the Year 12 teachers and Boarding
staff but the entire community. They say it takes a village to
raise a child, no truer words. The students are blessed to have
families that love them and a passionate community to support
the family in their endeavours.

At the time of writing this piece for the newsletter, I am coming
to the end of the first week and I have finished on two very
notable highs that I would like to share. The first was spending
half an hour signing over two hundred academic awards for
students who excelled in their studies at the end of 2017.
In the context of a school of just on six hundred students,
to know at least one third are achieving A standards across
a number of subjects is outstanding. This result speaks of a
culture of high expectations and an authentic focus on our core
business, teaching and learning, well done! The second notable
highlight today was joining in on the Eddies van experience. It
was humbling to see members of the St Brendan’s community
along with staff and students from St Ursula’s come together
to support such an important community service. It is obvious
as a new member to our community that the Touchstones are
acknowledged and practiced in the life of the College. I would
extend an invitation to all within the community to join in on
this worthwhile cause. Please contact Mr Shane Peers on 4939
9300 if you are interested.

At this time, I would like to welcome new staff to the College.

• AP- Head of Boarding - Catherine Minto

• AP- Identity - Shane Peers
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Finally, I would like to congratulate Lee Ann Handley, Head of
Art on being nominated for an Australia Day Award, Culture
Award (Individual). Lee-Ann works tirelessly to promote the
arts in the Yeppoon community and her passion for art shines
through in her teaching of students here at St Brendan’s
College. Lee-Ann received a commendation for her contribution
to our Community from Livingstone Shire Council.

Mr Robert Corboy
Principal

Senior School News
A warm welcome to the 2018 academic year to all new and
returning senior school students and their families. 2018 marks
the beginning of a new era under the leadership of the new
College Principal Mr Robert Corboy. In addition, I would like to
welcome Mrs Tracey Deasy (Year 12), Mr Trevor Guinane (Head
of Year 11) and Mr Cameron Watson (Head of Year 10) to the
Senior School staff.

The Year 12 boys take on the responsibility of student
leadership which will be officially recognised on Monday,
February 26 at the Commitment Mass. Further, Year 12 heralds
their final year of secondary education before they embark on
employment or tertiary studies. We wish them well as they work
towards this milestone.

The Year 11 students begin their two year senior secondary
course of education, opting for a vocational or tertiary pathway.
This is a period of transition as they deal with the increased
demands of the senior subjects.

As with previous years, older students who have a provisional
Queensland drivers licence and wish to drive to school, park
a vehicle on the College property or transport other students
to and from school must fill out the appropriate paper work.
A letter will be sent home to all year 12 student’s parents/

guardians outlining the College’s regulations regarding this
matter.

The year 10 students will commence preparation for the new
senior Curriculum which will be brought in across Queensland
in 2019, incorporating subject specific external assessment.
With less assessment than the previous system, a greater
emphasis will be placed on their performance under exam
conditions. The Heads of Department have been working to
develop units of work in line with the new system.

The boys have been reminded in Year Level meetings that the
uniform must be worn neat and tidy at all times, with their shirts
tucked in and their socks pulled up. For the most part, the boys
have started the term well wearing their uniform with pride. In
addition, some students have returned from the holidays with
unacceptable hair styles and have duly been asked to get their
hair cut prior to Photo day, Thursday 1st February. If you are
unsure about the College’s expectations concerning uniform
and hair please contact your son’s Head of Year or myself.

Mr Matt Couper
Assistant Principal - Head of Senior School

Middle School News
Welcome back to 2018 and a warm welcome to our new
students, particularly our newest year 7s. The Middle School
at St Brendan’s College focusses on boys in years 7-9 and
the staff work hard to ensure the initial years of study at the
College prepare boys for the opportunities available to them in
their senior years. The key personnel in the Middle School are:

Assistant Principal Head of Middle School – Jonathan
Gill
Head of Year 7 – Bjorn Prince
Head of Year 8 – Paulo Picoto
Head of Year 9 – Karen Doherty

If you have any questions or concerns about your son’s
education please contact your Head of Year in the first instance
and they will be able to assist you. Your son’s Pastoral Care
teacher is also an important contact within the school and PC
teachers or Heads of Year will be in touch with families soon
after school commences to introduce themselves and discuss
any specific information they may need to help care for your
son.

There have been some changes to the calendar since the
start of the year which I’d like to draw your attention to. The
proposed year 7 camp will not proceed this year due to the
large number of school events in term 1 taking boys out of
their normal class routines. The boys in year 7 will take part
in a retreat day on 23rd February in lieu of the camp. We are
also planning an extended year 8 camp for 2019. Queensland
Health has also notified us of a change to the immunization date
originally advised. Please note our first round of immunizations
this year will be on Thursday March 8, not February March 15
as stated on the calendar.

The afternoon congestion at Gate 2 is an ongoing concern
and the College is investigating options to alleviate the problem
by working with both Council and Main Roads. We are also
exploring how we can expand the pick-up zone within the

• Head of Manual Arts - Warren Campbell

• House Parents - Sandra and Allan Frost

• House Parent - Jason Sheard

• Indigenous Liaison Officer - Baden Jones

• Head of Year 9 - Paulo Picoto

• Head of Year 11 - Trevor Guinane

• Teachers - Tiffany King, Michael Jensen, Connor
Broadhurst

• Teacher Assistants - Renee Holmes, Sharyn
McGrath

• Boarding Supervisor - Hayden Morley
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school boundaries to reduce traffic queuing back up Adelaide
Park Road. In the interim I’d encourage families to consider
staggering their pick up times as the peak congestion has
passed by 3.05pm, making for a quicker and safer pick up.
The boys are dismissed from class at 2.57pm and may take up
to 5 minutes, depending on which area of the school they are
coming from, to get to the pick-up zone. Please also be aware
that the buses leaving St Brendan’s need to make connections
with Young’s services at the Tabone St interchange and must
be given right of way when they enter and exit the bus zone to
ensure student’s make their connecting bus.

I look forward to working with all of the boys in years 7-9 this
year and can be contacted via email at gillj@sbc.qld.edu.au
or via phone on 4939 9415. Please feel free to contact me
or your son’s Head of Year if you wish to discuss your son’s
education and together we’ll be able to make sure their time
at St Brendan’s leaves lasting friendships and memories while
maximising their individual potential.

Mr Jonathan Gill
Assistant Principal - Head of Middle School

Career Corner
Welcome to another year. The Vocational
Department looks after careers, work
experience, school based apprenticeships,
subject selection, university applications
and job seeking skills.

Does your son ever become frozen with fear
of the future? This is not uncommon but is
very debilitating. The lucky ones either know

what they want to do or are okay with just seeing how things
unfold. But for many, with no set ideas or burning ambitions, the
future is a terrifying unknown.

How can you and your son deal with it? First up, try to be
relaxed about it and try to make your son relaxed. The reality is
that most people don’t know what they want to do whilst still at
school.

The first step after school is just one step in a lifetime of
opportunity. The important thing is that there are things that
can easily be done at school to give choices and help with
decisions. Some of things you and your son can do are:

The school has subscribed to a great web site: My Career
Advisor, which allows all students and their parents to log on
to for help with subject selection, career advice, universities,
getting a job, etc. User name: sbc.qld.edu.au Password:
sbc4703 Have a look at it, there is great information and links
to other sites.

Next newsletter I will discuss subject selections.

Regards
Sue Waddell
Vocational Officer
Ph: 07 49399423
waddells@sbc.qld.edu.au

Identity News
St Brendan’s College would like to warmly welcome Fr Matthew
Maloney into the St Brendan’s community. Fr Matthew has
recently been appointed by the Bishop of Rockhampton,
Michael McCarthy, to the Capricorn Coast Parish after his 2017
appointment in North Rockhampton. Fr Matthew was born and
raised north-west of Longreach and has spent many years as
a priest in the western communities of Central Queensland. He
brings with him a wealth of knowledge and experience and
we look forward to continuing our close working relationship
with the Capricorn Coast Parish. Fr Matthew will continue to
provide students at St Brendan’s College with opportunities for
reflection, prayer and liturgy, enabling students a pathway to
explore their faith and spirituality.

During Term 1, each Saturday night the College celebrates the
Eucharist at the Capricorn Coast Parish. All members of our
school and wider community are welcome and encouraged
to be part of this wonderful opportunity to grow in their
understanding of Catholic faith.

Mr Shane Peers
Assistant Principal - Identity

Sports News

Sports Report

Welcome back to all students, families and friends of St
Brendan’s College. In 2018 we had a fantastic year of sport
with an extremely high participation rate amongst all sports
and the usual success stories associated with sport here at
St Brendan’s. We will continue to provide the students with
every opportunity possible to participate and develop as young
athletes here at the college.

This term is filled with a quite a large amount of sport including
Rugby Union, Futsal, T20 Cricket and Water Polo. If you would
like to participate in these sports nomination sheets can found
on the sports noticeboard. Also this term we have quite a
number of Rockhampton and District trials. If you or your child
would like to participate in the trials they must complete both
the trial nomination form and the medical form in order to
trial. These forms can be found on the St Brendan’s College
website. Please see dates below.

Rockhampton & District Trials

Sport Date/Venue/Time

Cricket 16-19yrs Tuesday 30 January/RGS/
9:30am-11:30am

Softball Paper nomination

• Identify what he enjoys doing and what he is good at

• Make wise choices with subjects, don’t just take
easy options

• Plan work experience in a variety of fields

• Find holiday job opportunities

• Make an appointment to see me to discuss these
things
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Sport Date/Venue/Time

Rugby Union
17-18yrs

Friday 2 February/Rugby Park/
9:30am-11:30am

Volleyball 12-15yrs &
16-19yrs

Thursday 8 February/RHS/
11:00-12:30pm

Rugby League 15yrs
& 18yrs

Wednesday 7 February/St
Brendan’s College/10:00-1:00pm

AFL 13-15yrs Thursday 8 February/RHS/
9:00-11:00am

Basketball 10-12yrs Monday 12 February St Marys
Primary School/5:00-6:00pm

Basketball 16-18yrs Wednesday 14 February/Heights
College/10:30-11:30am

Hockey 13-19yrs Wednesday 21 February/Kalka
Shades/9:00-11:00am

AFL 10-12yrs Wednesday 21 February/RHS/
4:00pm

Football 13-16yrs &
17-19yrs

Wednesday 21 February/Cap
Coast Soccer/9:00-11:00am

Touch Football
13-15yrs & 16-18yrs

Thursday 22 February Rocky Touch
Fields/9:00-12:00pm

Squash 10-15yrs &
16-19yrs

Wednesday 28 February/Scotvale
Squash/12:00-3:00pm

Rugby League 12yrs Sunday 4 March Muster/RHS/
9:00-11:00am

Hockey 10-12yrs Monday 5 March/Kalka Shades/
4:00-6:00pm

Rugby Union
10-12yrs

Monday 19 March/Frenchville SS/
4:00pm

Tennis 10-12yrs Monday 19 March/Rocky Tennis
Centre/9:00-3:00pm

Touch Football
10-12yrs

Thursday 22 March/Rocky Touch
Fields/4:00-6:00pm

Inter-school sport

Futsal – Season starts Wednesday February 7.
Rugby Union – Season starts Monday February 12.
T20 Cricket – Yrs 7-9 Friday March 2 & Opens Friday
March 23.

Individual Achievements

Ben O’Brien - Ben recently competed in the Australian
All-Schools Athletics Championships and received a bronze
medal in the Multi-Event and also a Bronze in the 4 x 100m
relay. Well done Ben on this great achievement.

Jackson Gray – Jackson recently captained the Australian High
School Rodeo Association team on a tour of the North Island of
New Zealand. St Brendan’s College is extremely proud of this
outstanding achievement.

Proudly supporting St Brendan’s College SportProudly supporting St Brendan’s College Sport

Mr Dallas Williams
Director of Sport

Music News
What do all of these great men have in common? Plato,
Aristotle, Boethius, Leonardo da Vinci, Galileo Galilei, Isaac
Newton, René Descartes, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Edison,
Albert Einstein, Robert Oppenheimer, Stephen Hawkin? They
were all were musicians. Coincidence? Certainly not. Years of
scientific studies are proving what many of us have known
all along: Music education makes smarter, more successful
students that grow up to be more productive adults.

The Music Program and facilities at St Brendan's College are
undoubtedly the most inclusive, modern and state-of-the-art in
Central Queensland. The College is proud of the fact that more
than 50 per cent of the student population is involved in some
form of music instruction at the College, whether that is private
tuition or part of the significant music program embedded in the
academic curriculum.

Children who study a musical instrument are more likely to excel
in all of their studies, work better in teams, have enhanced
critical thinking skills, stay in school, and pursue further
education. A Stanford study shows that music engages areas
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of the brain which are involved with paying attention, making
predictions and updating events in our memory.

People rightly believe that you have to prepare for your future
career options and that is true however, by one popular
estimate, 65% of children entering primary school today will
ultimately end up working in completely new job types that
don’t yet exist. Don’t exist yet!

In many industries and countries, the most in-demand
occupations or specialties did not exist 10 or even five years
ago, and the pace of change is set to accelerate. How can you
prepare for what doesn’t exist yet?

Being able to adapt to change, think creatively and outside of
the box is exactly what music does for your child. Music is a
collaborative team effort and is the only subject that requires
both sides of the brain to work together, creatively to formulate
an answer.

In-depth information regarding the music options available to
your son from our classroom programs, ensemble groups and
private tuition are available through our website
https://www.stbrendans.qld.edu.au/extra-curricular/music/
private-music-tuition/ By calling the school office on 49399401
or contacting Mr. Ingram the Head of Music on
Ingramj@sbc.qld.edu.au or 0408 399 054

Creativity is just connecting things. When you ask creative
people how they did something, they feel a little guilty because

they didn’t really do it, they just saw something. It seemed
obvious to them after a while.

Steve Jobs.

Mr Jack Ingram
Head of Department - Music

Rodeo/Cattle Club/Horse Riding Update
Congratulations to Year 12 student Jackson Gray who
captained the Australian Trans-Tasman High School Rodeo
Team in New Zealand over the holidays. Jackson ended the
2017 Rodeo year on a high winning the Australian High School
Rodeo Association (AHSRA) Young Gun Junior Bull Rider and
Top Gun Open Bull Rider for 2017. As a result of his
achievements he has been invited to attend the Youth Bull
Riders World Finals in America later this year. Congratulations
and good luck for a great year of Rodeo Jackson and all the
Rodeo Club students!

Rodeo practice rides will commence on Wednesday night at
the Great Western Hotel. Boys participating on a Wednesday
night will be transported and supervised each week. Boys are
also encouraged to attend Friday night practice rides however
transport will not be provided for Friday rides. We will provide
transport for Young Guns and Top Guns events for riders and
spectators when these are on.

We will be taking a small team to represent the college at the
Day for Dolly Rodeo at Springsure on 10th February.

Rodeo school will commence early March with further
information to be provided prior to it starting. Horse riding will
also be commencing in the near future with further details to
come.

Cattle Club has commenced on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday afternoons after school. It will be a 10 show season
this year.

If you would like any further information about rodeo, cattle club
or horse riding please do not hesitate to contact the college.

Shooting News
The first St Brendan’s shooting competition for 2018 starts
with a 22 rifle/five stand shotgun competition on Saturday 3/
02/2017 at the SSAA Rockhampton branch Cawarral shooting
complex. The shooting club members who have paid their 2018
fees should meet at the health centre at 11.am to load for an
11.30 departure. The shoot calendar for 2018 is on the school
website.

Students who are attending a shoot have to sign on at student
reception and indicate if they are traveling on the Bus.

Membership expired at the end of December 2017 fees need to
be paid to Mrs O’Dea before 3/02/2018. Current shooters need
to collect a package with a shoot calendar, a 2018 excursion
form and a SSAA Rockhampton membership renewal. These
are available at the office. Shooters will have to show Mrs
O’Dea their current National SSAA card. National membership
is the shooters responsibility. The card needs to be shown at
every shoot.

New members from Grade 8 to 12 are welcome and can find
the paperwork at the main office or with Mrs Hedges

The aims of the St Brendan’s shooting club are to teach
students the safe way to handle firearms and to have fun
competing against their mates and other schools.

Mr Peter Hayes
Shooting Coordinator
St Brendan’s College

Gondwana Choir Representative
Xavier Craggs (Yr 8), attended Gondwana - Australia’s National
Choral School for the last two weeks of summer holidays. This
is his second consecutive year attending.

Auditions were held in August at the Walter Reid Centre and
from Yeppoon four girls from St Ursula’s and Xavier from SBC
were chosen to attend. Xavier was offered a place in the Junior
Gondwana choir as a treble.

Oliver Boyd, Wilson Boyd, Zanna Stevenson and Tom
Stevenson (SBC past & current students) have also attended
Gondwana in previous years.

‘Gondwana Choirs’ annual National Choral School (based in
Sydney) hosts Australia’s best young singers, composers and
conductors to explore the awesome power of the human voice.
Over the two-week residential season at the University of New
South Wales, singers work with leading choral experts in five
outstanding choirs. These choirs accommodate the great
number of fantastic young musicians auditioning for National
Choral School each year. They are, in no particular order,
Gondwana Voices, Gondwana Novus, Gondwana Chorale,
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Junior Gondwana and Gondwana Singers. In addition we will
have the Composer School and Conducting Academy in
residence.

http://gondwana.org.au/choirs/national-choirs/ncs/

https://www.facebook.com/gondwanachoirs/

Mobile App
We encourage parents and students to download the new St
Brendan’s College, Yeppoon mobile app, available now for free
from I-Tunes or GooglePlay. Whilst there are some small issues
we are yet to address, the new app which aligns with our
new College website, will keep you up-to-date with important
notices about year level activities, sports and music updates,
newsletters and the school calendar. You can also access
Parent Portal, Student Café and send Absentee Forms via
the new app. Please download it today to keep up-to-date
from the start of the school year, and ensure you allow push
notifications, and register for each relevant channel, by clicking
on Notification Settings, and subscribing example to Year 7
notices, sporting notices, music notices, and all grade notices.

Daily Notices via Parent Lounge will continue to be an
important source of information from the College,
particularly as it is private and accessed via College
parents and students only.

Homework Centre
Homework Centre begins again on Monday 29th January. It
runs from 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm Monday to Thursday. Students
can get assistance with assessments, homework or revision.
It is located in the Support Room at the bottom of C block –
closest to the Art room.

Laptop Chargers
Dear Parents

We will be testing and tagging all laptop chargers sometime
in the next few weeks just in case there are any faulty leads.
In the interim could all parents do a visual inspection of the
chargers to check there are no frayed or exposed wires. If there
are any problems please have your son bring the charger to the
IT window for replacement. Thank you.

Gordon Porter
Business Manager

Student Pick Up
Please remember that student drop off and pick-up is to be
done through Gate 2. Please be mindful when collecting your
sons of an afternoon that the pick-up area will be congested
and your patience and cooperation to move smoothly through
this area is appreciated. Please don’t park where you may
block traffic as this impacts the back log of vehicles on the road
leading into the college. We ask that if you are able to collect
your son a little later, this may ease the congestion experienced
at our peak time.

Date Claimers

1st
February

Photo Day – Formals to be worn on Thursday
for Photo Day NOT Wednesday

1st & 2nd
February

Year 12 College Prefects & Captains Camp

7th
February

Academic Assembly – Chapel and Performing
Arts Centre commencing at 8.40am

14th
February

Ash Wednesday

16th
February

Student Free Day

20th
February

P&F Meeting – Teaching Staff Room
commencing at 6.30pm

26th
February

Senior Commitment Mass – Chapel and
Performing Arts Centre commencing at 8.40am

House Swimming Carnival

28th
February

Parent/Teacher Teleconference – 3.20pm –
6.00pm

12th
March

House Cross Country

15th
March

Discovery Day

20th
March

P&F Meeting – Teaching Staff Room
commencing at 6.30pm

28th
March

End of Term 1

Term Dates for 2018
Term 1: 23rd January – 28th March
Term 2: 17th April – 22nd June
Term 3: 16th July – 20th September
Term 4:8th October – 29th November
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Online Uniform Shop

St Brendan’s College uniform hours of operation and
ordering are now online!

Visit our website page via the link below

https://www.stbrendans.qld.edu.au/enrolments/uniform
s-stationery/

Eddies Van
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