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Fr Andrew Chase with Fr Ashwin Acharya at Fr Ashwin’s Ordination Day 17 June (SBC 2004-

08) 
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Cody Ford and  

Br Kevin at the helm  

of the chopper. 

 
PRINCIPALS MESSAGE  
 

Robert Corboy 

I would like to begin by congratulations for another excellent edition of 
the Bindi Eye. I have the privilege of travelling the country and I am contin-
ually speaking to old boys of this great College. Inevitably, the conversa-
tion always turns to the Bindi Eye and how much they appreciate receiving 
this vital connection to our continuing story. On the next page you will no-
tice the article outlining one of the major events of the College, the cele-
bration of our Blessed Edmund Rice Feast day followed by our Domestic 
Violence walk. This day beautifully encapsulates the EREA story, the jour-
ney of Edmund Rice and how his vision is expressed today. As the largest 
community of males in Central Queensland, based on our charism, we are 
called to stand up for one of the most vulnerable groups in our society, 
those who suffer domestic violence. I am proud of this stance and applaud 
all that we collectively do to keep the spirit of St Brendan’s College rele-
vant and true to our mission. 

At last week’s National EREA Principal’s conference, the theme was ‘Know 
the story, Tell the story, Be the story! I commend the following pages. 
They are filled with our story! 

God Bless  

Robert Corboy 

Principal 
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On the 7th May the College gathered to celebrate Mass to remember 

Blessed Edmund Rice, the Founder of the Irish Christian Brothers. Fr 

Matthew Moloney was the celebrant. 

The theme of the Mass was one of compassion to all people reflected 

in the way Edmund Rice put into practice his vision of care and sup-

port. 

Long before Edmund began his mission of educating the poor, he 

showed himself to be a compassionate human being using the tal-

ents and opportunities as a lay person to respond to people in need. 

His compassion was reflected in his support for many charities in the 

town of Waterford where he lived and worked. In 1793 he was a 

founding member of the Orphan Society which provided material 

support to over a hundred boys and girls. In a particular year of fam-

ine and city distress provided relief to many. Edmund also visited the 

prisoners and showed them compassion at the gallows. 

EDMUND RICE DAY 
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In Edmund’s early life as a businessman at the docks at Waterford 

he was distracted by a commotion on the deck of one of the ships 

when he saw a young black being bashed by the ship’s captain. In-

stinctively, he moved in and grabbed the captain’s arm shouting 

that was enough. The outcome of Edmund’s impulsive action at the 

end of the day he became the owner of a slave! Later legally the 

slave became a free man with the name of John Thomas. 

Another story was that of Pol, a woman of the streets, an alcoholic, 

shunned by the people of Waterford. Through her drunken haze 

she did her best to retaliate to the taunts of the children that 

passed by. She stumbled down the street, fighting tears of shame. 

A shadow crossed her path. Instinctively, Poll raised an unsteady 

hand to ward off the threat. Instead, a familiar and kindly voice 

spoke to her. Supported by Edmund’s friendship, Poll managed to 

get help from Nano Nagle Sisters and turned her life around. Ed-

mund was not afraid to be with people in their pain or distress.  

After Mass before the ‘Not Now Not Ever’ Walk, Senior Sergeant 

Erin Shawcross addressed the assembled students about the seri-

ousness of Domestic Violence and gave some statistics and figures 

and ways of becoming more aware and what could be done in the 

community.  

He said that “it was daily and often seven times a day when the 

police were called to domestic violence in Yeppoon.” 

“Domestic violence in the streets or families of the neighborhoods 

is very real and is the need to be aware at least how to help. Know-

ing and raising awareness and speaking about it at least can take 

away the taboo of silence from behind closed doors of many 

homes.” 
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St Brendan’s College held its fourth annual Walk Against Domestic 

Violence. Staff and students walked together in unity to bring aware-

ness throughout the Capricorn Coast and beyond. The event occurred 

alongside the College’s Edmund Rice Feast Day and aimed to ensure 

that the anti-violence message and the importance of service and 

justice was taken from the schoolyard and into the community, ema-

nating the Edmund Rice Touchstone of Justice and Solidarity. 

The 900 strong student and staff contingent walked in solidarity 

against domestic, family and sexual violence as one of the largest col-

lectives of men in Central Queensland. 

As sons, brothers and future husbands and fathers, students united 

under the Not Now Not Ever message in the hope of bringing aware-

WALKING AGAINST 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
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ness to this insidious issue plaguing communities across the nation.  

Walking from Adelaide Park Road through the township of 

Yeppoon, to the main beach Amphitheatre students heard from Liv-

ingstone Shire Mayor, Andy Ireland, and MP Brittany Lauga among 

the collective of speakers before continuing along the foreshore in 

support of the cause which effects the lives of many families. 

Walk coordinator St Brendan’s College Assistant Principal identity, 

Shane Peers said: “This is an important responsibility and cause the 

College continues to support. Teaching positive actions to assist in 

ending violence, we aim to ensure that our boys become strong ad-

vocates for healthy relationships.” 

The College continues to support this cause in their day-to-day 

Catholic teachings of Faith, Respect and Love to ensure that all stu-

dents are instilled with these values to carry them through life. 
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ANZAC DAY MARCH 

Michael Young , Kayden Race & Sam Hannan   Hayden Gittens and Daniel Hutchinson 
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Anzac  Day Yeppoon 

ANZAC DAY MARCH 

          St Ursula’s and St Brendan’s  Band at  Anzac Parade in Emu Park 

Sam Muir, Tamil Ludwick , Kieran Weaver,  Oram McGilvray, Michael & Daniel 

Hutchinson, Jacoby Hunt and Mr Peter Hayes at  the Cenotaph 
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ANZAC DAY MARCH 

Warren Jaenke with Eli and Bribill  Aaron, Camille and Monique Jorgensen 

Kegan Bally, Leo Comollatti, Kyle Hobson, 

Jack Bowman and Samson Lowatta lead 

the boys in the Anzac March                            
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This national day of remembrance was 

commemorated in a special way with a 

Dawn Service in the amphitheatre at 

the College. Although many Australians 

and New Zealanders lost their lives, 

special mention was made of deceased 

Veterans of the St Brendan’s. 

The College later joined the James 

Street march to the  Cenotaph and 

joined in the service.  

Frank Johnson    SBC 1941 02, Pilot Officer, 1st to serve in 

     England in RAF. 

Robert Ranger   SBC 1940, RAAF, WW2 1941-45. 

Neil McLean Watson  SBC 1940-41, RAAF Catalina in Pacific. 

Lionel Zinga    SBC 1940-41, RAN. WW2, Korean War. 

Kevin Ryan    SBC 1940, RAAF WW2 in Canada. 

James Murphy    SBC 1941-42, RAN,  Pacific 1943-44. 

Desmond Mealey   MID, OA SBC 1942-44, Malaya, Co  

     B.Coy 7 RAR Vietnam 

Neil Weekes   SBC 1956-63, Military Cross, Co 1 RAR  

     Vietnam. 

Douglas Scwartz SBC 1978-09, Aust. Military Force 1979-

91. Malaysia, East Timor and Islands. 

ANZAC DAY  
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JOHN McCALLUM  
Chief Executive Officer, National  Australia 

John McCallum is proudly one of 

St Brendan’s Past Students, an 

academic researcher, senior 

manager in tertiary education 

and medical research, and CEO 

and Research Director of Nation-

al Seniors Australia since 2018. 

John was a student of St 

Brendan’s from 1964 to 1966, 

graduating as Dux of the College. 

He was president of the Literary 

and Debating Club, in the Ath-

letic team, 2nd Cricket team 1965-66 and an Under Officer in the Ca-

det Unit. 

After leaving school John spent four years of study at Banyo Semi-

nary, did National Service as 2nd Lt. Officer, working as 2 IC in Arms 

and Services Company in the Pacific Island Regiment, then as Em-

ployment Officer at Bougainville Copper in Papua New Guinea.  

Studying at the University of Queensland he majored in Economics, 

(B.Econ), Psychology, (B.Psych Hons) and received the Queensland 

University Medal. John also completed his Bachelor, Masters and 

Doctoral studies at Nuffield College, Oxford University the UK. -

B.Phil, M.Phil, D.Phil, (Oxen). 

On returning to Australia John’s research focused on Gerontology, 
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initially at Griffith University. After a sabbatical at Andrus Gerontolo-

gy, Southern California, he produced one of his first publications and 

manuscripts on ageing, one of many to follow. This was followed up 

with research at Nanzan University, Nagoya, Tokyo, Institute of Ger-

ontology, Renmin University, Beijing and ESAAP at Bangkok. 

From 1983 to 1995 John was a full-time research fellow at the Ageing 

and Family Project Research School of Social Sciences at the National 

University, Canberra. John was then Executive Dean of Health and So-

cial Sciences at the University of Western Sydney from 1995 to 2004, 

Senior Deputy Vice Chancellor and Director AAFE Victoria University, 

Senior Executive of NHMRC Research Translation Group and Director 

National Institute for Dementia Research. In 2018 he became Re-

search Director of National Seniors Australia and CEO.  

Over the years John has been involved many major projects: The Dub-

bo Longitudinal Study of Ageing, Australian-Japan Collaboration in 

Aged Care, Vietnam Veterans Morality Study and ‘Old’ Old AHEAD and 

received awards in recognition for outstanding service as a researcher 

to aging and aged care issues, particularly his findings as a result of 

the recent Royal Commission. 
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I just thought I would send you this short 

piece about what I have been doing in the 

ten years since I have left SBC. Please feel 

free to use if you like, as well as the imag-

es for your Bindi Eye if you like. It was 

wonderful to chat you again on your birth-

day, and I trust you continue to enjoy 

good health. I shall include here some pics 

I have taken over the past ten years. 

 My days at St Brendan’s finished August 

24, 2011. I dismissed the boys from C3 for lunch and after they had 

gone, I found I had severe pain in my leg. I had a fall 9 days before but 

paid no mind to the pain until it became unbearable. Unknown to me, 

I fractured it in the fall, but I did not seek medical advice, as I did not 

like to see doctors then. 

 I had my friend Robin give my apologies to the Principal and left to go 

home. With much pain I got out of my car only to collapse in the gar-

age. That was the first of the next 406 days I would spend in hospital - 

much of it learning how to walk again. In that stay I received a visit 

from Jon English, my favourite singer, and a phone call on my birthday 

from my favourite footy player, Mr Terry Lamb. (Bulldog supporter!) 

I had plenty of time to think while in hospital - I had no desire to go 

back to teaching, 20 years was enough for me. 16 years of which was 

at Brendan’s. I ended up becoming a carer for my parents who were 

not well, and in the spare time I had, I studied. I completed my mas-

DEAN LESLEY McEWAN  
SBC 1985-2011  
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ter’s degree with Distinction from CQU, and I figured four tertiary 

qualifications were enough for me. In my spare moments I al-

so dabbled more and more with photography and began to shoot 

people rather than still life and landscapes.  After my parents passed 

away in 2014, I moved back to Mackay where I am to this day. I take 

great pride in seeing everything happening at SBC through the various 

media platforms. I am particularly happy to see some events are now 

live streamed. Such a long way from 1981 when I started there as a 

Year 8 student. But I am happy with my lot. My photography is some-

thing I do for the pleasure of it - I charge nothing for it in the main. 

There I something nice about giving back to people who have helped 

me out. What I love about photography, is that like anything, you only 

get out of it what you put into it. A good lesson in life have found. I 

remember Bob White saying that a great deal when I was in my senior 

year. 

This last year I have caught up with several old boys from my own 

year, and I am so proud to see Frank Rolls take on a roll at the college. 

The class of ’85 was a great one - but then again I am biased. I have no 

desire to go back to teach, or indeed be a supply teacher - there is life 

after teaching, although at the time I really had no idea what I was 

going to do when I lay on the floor of my garage with a broken leg. 

One good thing to come out of it all, I managed to stop smoking. 

Quite easily as it happened, I could not get outside of the ward to 

have a smoke. I have never missed it! 

Photography apart from study now has played an important part in 

free time.  
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Thunderstorms on the Darling Downs - best storms to 
shoot in Queensland sweep across the wheat fields be-

tween Warwick and Toowoomba. 

This image I took while I was in Sydney. It was 6.30pm on a Friday 

in July. It was quite cold as I remember, and I was testing out my 

camera. This image has done well for me in various competitions 

and was selected to be part of an exhibition to travel to Toowoom-

ba’s Sister City in Japan. 
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BEEF WEEK 2021 

Scott Buchholz (1984-85), Federal 

Member for Wright, and Bill 

Oram (1978-1979) holding the 

Junior Milk Tooth Steer Trophy on 

Judging day. 

Paulo Piccoto, Staff, and Declan Salmond 

with Mark Maguire (1981-1982), with Alpha 

connections, in the cattle sheds at Beef. 

Bill Oram with Steer trophy and Matt 

Mahony (1992-96) on judging day.  

Geoff Maynard (1974-1978) from 

Jambin with his children in the 

Maynard Cattle Company Tent 

“Senepol” at Beef. 
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BEEF WEEK 2021 

Vince Carige (1980-1982), originally from 

“Foleyvale”, Duaringa now at Kilcoy and 

ABC’s Chrissy Arthurs in the ABC tent at 

Beef. Chrissy has connections with the 

Arthurs of Barcaldine. 

Bill Oram and Shaun Hendy, (1982-86), 

in the cattle sheds discussing valua-

tions in the area. Shaun was originally 

from Biloela, now Gowrie Junction. 

Graeme McDonald of “Albini” Spring-

sure whose sons , Alex (1991-95) Ben 

(1994-98), Nick (1997-98) and Sam 

(2001-05) all came through the College  

Bill Oram and Charles Hatte (1999-05), 

from “Rambola” Anakie, catch up at 

the St Brendan’s Stand at Beef. 
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BEEF WEEK 2021 

Bill Oram, (1978-80), Agricultural Dept, and Paul 

Atwell from Theodore. 

Mark Brown (1996-2000) from 

“Caringa”, Dululu and his children 

in the cattle sheds at Beef. 

Mitchell Graving (2015-19) showing his 

girlfriend the St Brendan’s cattle at 

beef. 

Riley McKenzie (2007-11) from Bluff 

with Will Blamires and Xavier Prosser, 

students of the College. 
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BEEF WEEK 2021 

Bernadette and Mathew Payne (1990-94) 

from “Myola”, Springsure, having a spell 

late in the afternoon at Beef. 

Phil Nobbs (1992-96) from 

“Cordelia”, Moura and Ben Byriel 

(Bauhinia) ready for the Classic 

Robert Sherry (1984-88) and Will Elliot on the final day of beef. 

Peter said his older brother Peter (1977-81) is still flying com-

mercially for Virgin. 
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BEEF WEEK 2021 

 

Jarod Gaudie, SBC 1998-20 with Students                      William Elliot  Student 

Isaac Brady with Harvey & Oram McGilvray           Xavier Prosser resting at Beef 
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BEEF WEEK 2021 

Bill Oram, SBC 1978-79, 
Head of Agriculture,  
second generation Old 
Boy.  
Father Bill was at SBC 
1948-49 from Baralaba. 

With Matt Dunne, sec-
ond generation Old Boy, 
2004-08.  His father An-
thony, ’76 | his mother, 
St Ursula’s ’79 Alumni). 

Bishop Michael visiting with Damien Briefies  Jordan Beath  Sam Kingston  Wil-

liam Elliot and other students at Beef Week. 
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Beef Week 2021  

Josh Burridge, SBC 1995-8, “Retreat”, 

Wowan 

Derek and Sharlene Baker. Brother of 

Mark, “Orion”, 1988-92 

Lillea and Brian Giles. Parent of Jason 

2011 College Captain 
Kevin Elliott, 1961-64, St Lawrence 
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 Beef Week  

Kurtis 2012-15 and Jason Jeynes Amanda Gittens, of “Poinsetta” Rubyvale. 
mother of Jacob 2019-20 and Hayden & 
Callum current  students 

Ben and Sally Sullivan, 1984-86, 

“Springton”, Springsure. 

 

Justin  Hauff, 2007-11, “Colart”, Blackall 
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Springsure Show 

 

Trish Gretton current 
parent of student Ty 

Tammy Peters, mother of 
Old Boy Brodie Peters 

2005-09 

Brett McIver  
Old Boy 1977-79 

Lindsay Bailey, 1991-95,  Bill Oram, Darren 
McGilvray 1991-95  

Kevin O’Keefe, Springsure 
father of Old Boys, 1970-76 



 26 

 

 

 

Springsure Show  

 

Cattle Club Boys Scooped the 
pool in Junior Judging 

Renee and Tarek Howard wife and son 
of Jeffrey 1985-1987 

Trent and Chantal Iker 
Old Boy 1977-1998 



 27 

 

 

 

Springsure Show  

 

Grandma Linegard with Dakota, Addison, Peyton, Brady and Lois  

Spelter family of old boy Anthony Spelta 1998-1999 

James Mahady  
Old Boy 2002-2006 

Ben and Libby McDonald 
Old Boy 1981-1998 
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Clermont Show  

 

Anne Anderson and Jocelyn Couttes, 
Mother of Old Boys  

Eion 2009-13 and Graham 2006-06 

Daniel McNamara  
Old Boy 2016-17 and his partner Ruby. 

Rebecca, Karli, Bree, Laura and Joshua Nitschke  family of Old Boy 

Jonathon Nitsche 2001-03 
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Taroom Show  

 

Ben Hebbes, Taroom, 2018-21 Parents Tony and Dianne of Jason 
Kerlin, SBC 1986-87  of  

‘Bottle Tree Park’, Taroom 

Tom Horn, Theodore, 

Old Boy 1967-68 

Mark Larson, Springsure, 

Old Boy 2018-19 
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Charleville Show  

 

The Rynne Family, Charleville, parents of 
current students Philip and Geoffrey  

Clint Castles, Charleville, 1993-97  

Christian,1993, and  

Cassidy Paynter 1996-07, Charleville 

Kylee Tindale-Smith, Sons-Riley 

and Reagan, 2012-16, Morven 
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Miles Show  

 

Presentation Springsure  Show 

The Treadwell Family, Miles parents of 

current students Kendrick & Konrad. 
Rachel Kirwick, Miles mother of Jamie 

SBC 2007  
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INTERHOUSE 

SPORT 

Champton House -Hayes Athletic Team 
Captain Cameron Durdin   

with Rob Corboy  

 Kendrick Treadwell (Duhig), Board-
ing House Captain and  

Noah Cororan  

Old Boy Damon Keating from Bris-

bane (alumni 1991) recently posted 

this image on Facebook after the re-

cent results from the Athletics Carni-

val.  Damon says that he posts the 

photo taken at his Year 12 Athletics 

Carnival annually… just to stir the pot 

a bit. It certainly has got those inter-

house spirits flowing again. He is 

wearing the gold of Duhig, Patrick 

“PJ” Wells is his formidable oppo-

nent wearing the red of Gettons 

whilst Tynan’s Graeme Welsch took 

the photo. It captures a special mo-

ment in time and typifies the com-

petitive spirit that SBC is famous for. 
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INTERHOUSE 

SPORT 

Duhig wins the Swimming Carnival 

Gettons Cross-Country Champions 

Cross Country Champions 

Blake Conway (Capella),  

Aiden Durdin (Yeppoon),  

Mitchell Tucker (Yeppon) 
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VISITORS TO THE  
COLLEGE 

On 19th February St Brendan’s welcomed three families, on tour of the 

coast from Mackay, meeting members of the Staff, including Jack In-

gram, Music Department, known to them from the 1980s. The party 

had a tour of the College including the new renovations to the Hall 

including the new Board Room. 

Christine Muscat, Cathy Sherry,  

Angelo Muscat, Peter Vassallo 
Andrew Sherry and 

 Chris Zarb 

Dion Mudra, (SBC 1985-90) 

Dion visited the College in April on his way back 

to Mackay after years in Alice Springs. Dion 

served in the Royal Australian Navy as a Marine 

Engineer from 1993-2007, part of which was a 

Peace Keeping operation called ‘Bel Isi’ in Bou-

gainville, Papua New Guinea. Earlier, Dion was 

in the 6 Field Ambulance Army Reserve. Origi-

nally from Ballarat, Victoria, was a keen U/17 Aussie-Rules rep. of SBC 

and recalled fond memories of teachers Ted Neville and Pete Cronin.  
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VISITORS TO THE  
COLLEGE 

 

Ryan Doohan (SBC 2001-04) In January Ryan 

contacted the College, having graduated in 

Year 12, 2004. He had been a member of 

the Junior Livingstone Shire Council with 

Rhys Broadsmith and Chris Piggott-McKellar. 

In the Duke of Edinburgh Awards 2004 Ryan 

a received a Bronze Certificate, having met 

all the requirements, including supervision of the Grade 8s, golf for 

recreation, and gardening for his skill, with a perseverance as part of 

the Charter of the award. Hometown was Emerald and he began work 

in the Mines in the early part of his career and supplemented it by 

starting ‘Ryan’s Mowing’. With the downturn in mining in recent 

years, the mowing business has been a godsend.  

Chres HOWARD (1949-50) 

Chres, most recent visitor to the College after a gap of 70 years, 

hailed originally from Isisford. Being during the Easter holidays, 

Principal Rob Corboy, was on hand to give Chres a grand tour, 

noting the only remaining buildings from the 1950 era-the old 

chapel and kitchen. What a change has taken place since then. 

Next visit much sooner! 
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VISITORS TO THE  

COLLEGE 

 
Luke Selwood has been in the hall 

volunteering his services for the For-

mal. He graduated in 2019 and loved 

being in the technical crew. He is 

currently studying teaching, 

(Mathematics and Chemistry) at 

CQU and has taken time out of his 

busy study schedule to come back to 

the college and help. Aaron Jorgensen,  

Staff and Luke Selwood 

Ron Hamilton and Bob Jeacocke 

made one of their regular visits to the 

College. Ron will be remembered as 

one of the early teachers in the com-

puter world dating back to the 1990s. 

Ron is now retired but worked in CEO 

schools after Brendan’s. Previously he 

was at St Marys Toowoomba.  

Bob has been part of Brendan’s since the 1980s, when he became 

Maintenance Manager. Over the next 22 years Bob serviced and 

maintained all vehicles, registered buses annually, built desks and 

furniture for school and dormitory and at the same time main-

tained the ovals and grounds. Our thanks to these two men for 

long years of service to the Community. 
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Jack Ingram in the Music 

Hall with visitors. 

VISITORS TO THE 
COLLEGE 

Brendan Moran 

Brendan came from Nagoorin Clermont 

and was at St Brendan’s from 1977 to 

80. About thirty years ago as an engi-

neer, he found work in Western Aus-

tralia and here raised a family. In 

Brendan’s time the Manual Arts had a 

section under the Science Block. Small 

beginnings in contrast with what is 

offered today! Brendan’s current role is Engineering and Mainte-

nance Manager for Wallis Drilling in WA. 

The Maguire Family 

A surprise visit to the College on Sun-

day 6th June were three generation of 

the Maguire Family- John SBC 1950-

54, Peter SBC 1971-75, and Mark SBC 

1995-99, all from Emerald  

Any Old Boy is most wel-
come to visit the College. 

A recent caller was Howard 
McKinley from Duaringa 

searching for photos of 1981 
for the reunion next year. 
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 SIR WILLIAM ALLEN  
One of St Brendan’s early stu-
dents, William Allen, remem-
bered as a great sheep and 
cattleman, passed away in Bris-
bane on Wednesday, 22 April 
2021, just short of his 89th 

birthday. Hailing from “Bexley”, 
a Merino Stud property outside 
Longreach, William was at St 
Brendan’s in the period 1947-
49.  

In 2019 the College received a 
valuable collection of photos 
taken at Brendan’s, students at 
Kemp Beach and life at early 
Bexley. They are now in the ar-

chives under the William Allen Collection. 

William, who was known simply as 'Bill' by friends, and his father 
owned and operated in early times large country in the Longreach, 
Blackall, Alpha and Traprock districts. Originally, the land was pri-
marily wool producing but now exclusively beef. Bill significantly ex-
panded the sheep and cattle production his father established. To-
day his family still owns the Alice Downs in the Blackall district and 
other properties. 

Bill’s father had been part of a group Central Western Queensland 
Beef producers, who embraced Santa Gertrudis cattle soon after the 
breed's arrival in Australia in 1952, by buying bulls at the King Ranch 
sales held at Macquarie Downs. Bill senior died in 1877. Eventually, 
Bill established the Forest Park Santa Gertrudis Stud in 1986, but for 
decades before that he had improved his herd by buying Santa bulls 
for commercial use at Malvern Hills and Athol.  
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 Bill also took a keen interest in political affairs and was regarded as a 
senior powerbroker in National Party ranks, at both state and the fed-
eral level. Like his father Bill served several terms as a sitting member 
in the Queensland State Government. Bill was knighted for services to 
the pastoral industry, politics, and the Western Queensland commu-
nity.  

Michael Wacker, who worked for Sir William for 29 years, managing 
Malvern Hills then Alice Downs, said he was a very good sheep and 
cattleman. "Sir William was very proud of the quality of the sheep and 
cattle he bred.” 

DONNA SCOTT 
Donna passed away 26 May 2021 after a 
long illness. She will be sadly missed by 
all members of the community especially 
St Brendan’s, where she was a long serv-
ing member from 1987 to 2014 and only 
then because of health. 

Donna started work at St Brendan’s as a 
casual kitchen hand, went to TAFE and 
became a Chef. Later she did a business 
management course and in time became 
St Brendan’s Catering Manager. 

For many years Donna worked alongside John Fitchen as assistant 
chef, specialising in making pies for the hungry boarders. Saturday 
morning Tea for the Boarding Staff was a real treat, when Donna 
was cooking, with scones, lamingtons and apple turn overs a special-
ity!  

Donna had a happy and caring disposition and will be long remem-
bered by students and staff. 
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Sir Joseph Tauvasa, a well-known success-
ful business-man in Papua New Guinea, 
died suddenly in Brisbane 23rd January 
2021. A service was held at St Joseph’s Ca-
thedral, Port Moresby and Joseph was laid 
to rest at Hoskins in West New Britain. 

Joseph received his early education at his 
village School at Voloka, at Mongop and 
Vuvu High Schools and in 1962 received a 

scholarship to St Brendan’s Yeppoon, where he was joined by Francis 
and William Kramer from Madang. Seven other New Guineans had 
arrived the previous year: Alois Midal, Tom Vorais, Joe Inara, Vincent 
Pia, John Momis, Fred Doni and Matthew Varvala. In the sporting field 
Joseph was Champion Athlete for1965 and represented St Brendan’s 
in First X111 and in Inter-School Athletics. It is also recorded that on 
17th July 1965 the 1st X111 travelled by train to Longreach over the 
weekend and defeated their Under 19 team, 8-3. 

 In the 1940s the custom of doing a tour 
of the West had begun with Br McKenna-
riery as coach. In 1990 for St Brendan’s 
50th Jubilee, the Old Boys of New Guinea 
donated a carved Totem Pole to cele-
brate the occasion. It was officially 
opened in the presence of Joseph Tauva-
sa, Michael Yip and William Kramer and a 
large group of New Guinea Old Boys. 
How it was transported at little expense 
to Yeppoon remained a mystery until 
recently. Lines Papua New Guinea, partly 
owned by Joseph Tauvasa, was part of 
the answer.        

SIR JOSEPH TAUVASA  

   Champion Athlete Award 
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 After completing Senior Joseph continued his studies at the New 
Guinea University of Technology Lae, and the University of Papua 
New Guinea, qualifying him for a successful career in the business 
world. Apart from running his own shipping and other firms and earli-
er heading Air Nuigina and Shell PNG, his resume reads:  Chairman of 
the South Pacific Brewery Ltd. the Board of New Britain Palm Oil Ltd, 
Director of Lines Papua New Guinea Ltd, and Board of the Australian 
Papua New Guinea Business Council.   

Bill Kramer addressing the crowd  

Joseph Tauvasa, Michael 

Yip, William organized the 

carving of the Totem Pole 

and its transport. 
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 ANTON SCHICK  
My name is Anton Schick by 
the time I began teaching I 
was known as Tony Schick.  It 
was 1961 when I joined the 
teaching staff at Brendan’s I 
was the only lay teacher 
among a staff of Christian 
Brothers. I was twenty-two 
years old and there were still 
several students at the 
school there when I complet-

ed Senior in 1956! Brendan’s had a primary school as well as secondary and some 
students spent seven or eight years at the College.  

The 1950 school year had a very wet beginning. Rockhampton and many sur-
rounding areas were flooded so I arrived as an 11-year-old late to join Br Le 
Breton’s Grade IV. Dad had driven us through several miles of flooded roads from 
Baralaba. Later in the year I was placed in Br Thomas’ Grade V, as I had been 
forced to repeat a grade earlier because small Baralaba enrolled students only 
every second year. Like many a new boy I found the going tough at first. I missed 
my large family, fifteen of us, and later at Brendan’s I would teach some of my 
younger brothers! I also missed Mum’s cooking. Brendan’s meals in those days 
were sometimes a disaster! I remember listening to Br Le Breton’s anecdotes with 
delight and wandering the ‘mulga’ with him and a couple of classmates when we 
had a bit of free time. We also visited the creek from time to time and one of my 
mates would collect small snakes, which we found in parts of the dry creek.  

A few hundred metres into the mulga was our swimming hole. Part of the creek 
had been dammed by pieces of corrugated iron and stones. There we would 
splash around and some like me learnt to swim.  

I enjoyed tennis and could eventually give the top players a good run. I played 
Cricket in the First XI and represented the school in Cadet rifle shooting. My 
schoolwork was okay but not brilliant. In my final year I swam a mile a few times 
in the new school pool. That year was so wet we could do little else than swim! A 
high point of 1951 was a boy’s soprano win in the College Eisteddfod for Gettons 
House. The following year my voice broke trying to win for a second time. Such is 
life! 

Though things were tough at times, I admired the work the Brothers were doing 
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and decided to go to Strathfield, Sydney the following year to become a Christian 
Brother. I spent a couple of years at the Brothers’ Training College before deciding 
that I wanted to marry rather than become a Brother myself. I returned to 
Brendan’s to do Senior. It is only in relatively recent years that I have realized what 
a tremendous debt I owe to St Brendan’s. I know now that I owe the things that I 
treasure most, to the benefits I received from St Brendan’s both as a student and as 
a teacher there. 

For a little more than I year I taught at the four-teacher State School at Baralaba. 
Despite a great deal of effort on my part things did not go well so I gave up teaching 
for ever and even   burned my books! For about a year I worked in Munros 
Bookshop in Rockhampton. One day in January 1961 a friend came into the shop 
and said there was a job offering at Brendan’s. My immediate reaction was ‘No 
way!’, but I was persuaded to have an interview with the then Principal, Br 
McSweeney. At that stage of my life, I was deeply in debt and the offer of a much 
better salary and full board at the College for half of what I had been paid persuad-
ed me to have a go. 

After the start of school in 1961 I began the best move of my working life. Each 
morning I attended Mass with the Brothers and all the boarders. The Chapel at that 
time was upstairs in the original brick building. It had been the first dormitory. Part 
of my work was to supervise some of the night study. At times mosquitoes were so 
bad that we brought in large smoke buckets filled with coals and smouldering man-
go leaves We would shut all windows to contain the smoke, which I felt possibly 
caused as much suffering as the nasty mozzies. In those years everyone had foun-
tain pens. From time-to-time students would bring their ink bottles so that I might 
unscrew a too-tight lid. One evening I discovered a lad tightening the lid of a bottle 
under the lid of his desk, presumably to test my strength! 

At first, I taught no Religion classes, but I took that on when Br Geraghty became 
sick and kept up with that for most of my teaching career even taking charge of R.E. 
at CBC in Rockhampton some years later. The R.E. teaching was another of those 
fortuitous happenings. It forced me to reassess my own beliefs and started me on a 
lifetime of reading religious books and articles. Early in 1961 at a Parish Mission 
downtown I caught sight of a young lady who also attended the Mission each even-
ing. Though I looked for her each evening after prayers no meeting happened, as 
she always slipped away very quickly. Fr Des McKenna, our first old boy priest, invit-
ed me to a barbecue with other young people from the Parish. When I pulled up at 
the Sacred Heart Church, where the Yeppoon Library now stands, to collect anyone 
wanting a lift to the barbecue, Joan accepted the offer of a lift. Over the next couple 

ANTON SCHICK cont. 
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of years, we got to know each other and married at the beginning of 1964.  

By that time, I was the proud owner of a little red Mini. I got myself into trouble in 
that little car. I went to visit my younger sister Mary at Rockhampton Base Hospital. 
As there had been a great deal of rain I contacted RACQ to ask about the road to 
Rocky and was told it was clear. I picked up Joan that evening and drove to Rocky. 
After visiting Mary we drove back towards Yeppoon but were blocked by floods . 
We returned to Rocky and stayed the night with Joan’s aunt. Next morning we re-
turned to school about midday. I found myself in trouble not for my late start, but 
for having spent the night in Rocky with my girlfriend! 

In the years that followed the old Scholarship exam disappeared to be replaced by 
Year 8, which became the first year of a five-year secondary course. I was already 
teaching some Scholarship work with Br Ganley, the then rector, Br Ziesing, asked 
me to teach at secondary level. Among other subjects I taught was German, which I 
had just begun studying by correspondence at Queensland Uni. For a time, I was 
about level with my Year 8 students, yet that class was probably the best German 
class I ever taught. By the time we reached Senior level there were twenty-eight 
with most doing well in the then public exam. There were many subjects I was 
asked to teach, which I knew little about at first. Manual Arts would have been an 
area where I knew almost nothing. I had done a little bit of hobby woodwork but 
had never used a soldering iron or done any other metalwork at all. I found myself 
with classes of 40 Year Eight boys, twenty doing woodwork, while the other twenty 
did metalwork at the same time!  

It was with some regret that I left Brendan’s at the end of 1973. I had to finish my 
BA degree and needed to be in Brisbane to attend the St Lucia University. I spent a 
year on full time study and a few years later completed my degree. Ironically, I com-
pleted a double major in German and have barely taught the subject since!. After 
my years of teaching, which later included ten years teaching instrumental music 
around Rockhampton schools, I retired. My wife and I have a lovely spot on another 
of the hills of Yeppoon.            Tony Schick. 

During his retirement, Tony was actively involved in the Parish Life of Sacred Heart, 
he would visit the retirement villages and play music and assist with liturgical ser-
vices there. Tony continued his academic pursuits, undertaking many research pro-
jects into religious topics such as the Shroud of Turin. They travelled through Europe, 
took a cruise along The Rhine later touring Australia. Tony is survived by his Children 
Tony (Priest), Theresa, Dan (Dr) & Bernard (Dr) and their 8 grandchildren.         Jo-
seph Pickett, SBC 1995-98. 

ANTON SCHICK cont. 



 45 

 

 

 
It is with sadness that I write to you to advise you that my father, 
James Lucy, passed away last year on 23 June 2020 after a brief fight 
with cancer. He missed his 90th birthday by a month. 
Dad was a farmer all his life owning a block in the Callide Valley near 
Goovigen. 
He was born on the farm and later bought it from his mother. He nev-
er really retiring even after my younger brother bought the farm from 
him. He maintained an active interest in the farm. 
I live in Brisbane and do not have all of Dad’s records, but I know he 
attended St Brendan in 1944 and 1945.  
Dad was a good scholar and even a better athlete. In his Junior Year 
he won the cross country beating both junior and senior levels. In 
those times the cross country was downtown by road and then back 
along the old rail track through the mulga to the school. 
Dad met and married our mother in 1955 who was also from the 
Goovigen area. 
Together they raised three sons and enjoyed many happy years up 
until last year celebrating their 65th wedding anniversary. 
 
Brian Lucy 

JAMES LUCY 
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  ROBIN McCOSKER 

The fourth son of Les and Lillian 
McCosker of “Codenwarra” Robin was 
born on 28/5/1935 in Emerald. His 
early education was by correspond-
ence, then a boarder at St Patrick’s 
Convent Emerald and finally on to St 
Brendan’s Yeppoon, 1950-51, to com-
plete his secondary education. 

In those early days Codenwarra was 
still a wool producing property, but Les McCosker believed in change. He 
wanted to breed the animal, process the animal, and then sell the prod-
uct. At that time, the Brigalow Scheme was introduced in C.Q., a method 
of improving the land by pulling and clearing and sewing grasses for pas-
ture and farming.  

After leaving St Brendan’s Robin became involved in the clearing of scrub 
country Codenwarra on his bulldozer. Later managing Emerald sawmill. 

John his brother, who had acquired an Agri Science degree, was part of 
that plan, with the growing the fodder such as lucerne and breeding ani-
mals soon became his main job. 

John and Robin worked as a team, born eighteen months apart, they had 
hardly ever been separated, all through their lives, right up to the very 
end. One of those few times apart was while John attended university. 
While John took charge of the livestock and farming, Robin looked after 
the bookkeeping side of things, and land clearing on his bulldozers.  

While Robin keeps the books with pen and paper, John travelled down the 
road of computer technology, using his newfound skills to maintain a de-
tailed work diary of Codenwarra and at times, typed Robin’s business 
letters. Robin never adapted to the computer world. All his accounting 
was handwritten, whether it be ledgers, sale of cattle, wages, taxation, or 
registrations. John and Rob used their skills and knowledge to support 
each other in living at and working Codenwarra. Both were never afraid of 
long hours of hard work. They were constantly thinking and developing 
ideas about how to better manage the farming operation and then later 
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  the other business interests in which they participated. 

John and Robin kept themselves busy when they were running Codenwarra 
between them. They didn’t have much time to pursue a social life, so they 
focused on the farming operation, comfortable in each other’s company. 
However, Robin did find time to enter whole heartly into all community 
activities whether it be sporting, shows or fundraising. It is reported that 
when Bullin Brothers Circus came to town he was part of the only Elephant 
Race ever in Emerald raising funds for a worthy cause! His generosity was 
endless even providing financial aid to orphans in Uganda. 

Both were blessed with a large extended family including many nieces and 
nephews and their families, who always said “it wasn’t a party unless John 
and Robin were there”. Robin was somewhat of a musician! He could play 
the piano, but his favourite instrument was the ‘squeeze box’ and with a 
measure of competence he would play, “You are my sunshine, my only sun-
shine”, on many occasions. Together, John and Robin have been an essen-
tial part of every one of these families, as they would welcome family and 
friends into their home for a variety of celebrations. Whilst they might have 
been two bachelors in a large house, they really enjoyed and participated in 
so many families that were part of the McCosker clan.  

When John’s health deteriorated John remained at Codenwarra, Robin be-
came his primary carer until he passed away 23rd June 2016. 

Robin continued to live in the Codenwarra Homestead on his own. Even at 
the age of 85 he never retired. Even at 5.30 pm any day he could be found 
in his office still at his books, but there was always time for cuppa or nip of 
rum!  

Close The Gate 

For this farmer the worries are over, lie down and rest your head 

Your time has been and struggles enough, put the tractor in the shed. 

Robin died peacefully in his sleep at Codenwarra one day short of his 96th 
Birthday. 

Your labour is done, your home now is heaven; no more must you wait 

Your legacy lives on, your love of the land, and we will close the gate. 
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The Celtic Cross was introduced by St Patrick 
and was claimed that Patrick combined the 
Christian Cross with the pagan sun cross to 
give his followers an idea of the importance of 
Christ’s supremacy over the pagen sun. The 
ringed Celtic Cross became widespread across 
Ireland and all countries visited by Irish Mis-
sionaries from the 9th century to the present 
day. In Australia It became very popular to 
erect the Celtic Cross on Catholic Churches, 
schools buildings, memorials and gravestones. 

When four Irish Christian Brothers started St Brendan’s in 1940 the Celtic 
Cross featured on the tower of the main building and later buildings, a 
reminder of their rich Irish heritage. (Brs. Basil Gettons, Robert McDonald, 
Baptist O’Connor, Celsus O’Donnell). The Brothers were to remain in 
charge until 2004 with the College handed over to  EREA. (Edmund Rice 
Education Australia). 

On 8th December 2008 fire destroyed the 1940 
iconic Hogan Building and the Chapel was con-
demned. New beginnings meant a new Perform-
ing Arts Centre replaced Hogan and the Chapel 
was refurbished serving the dual purpose of 
Mass and Assembly Hall. Adjacent  refurbished 
serving the dual purpose of Mass and Assembly 
Hall. Adjacent to the Chapel, is the small Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel, holds 30 people, with the 
original timber entrance doors from  the main 

building and new timber pews made using timber from the original Chapel 
pews, The altar, tabernacle and the lead lined portrait of Mary survived 
the fire and the Sacred Heart Statue from the front lawn now has a new 
position outside the Chapel entrance. 

In 2012 a mirrored Celtic Cross was commissioned and set up on the wall 
of the Chapel facing the entrance to the College as a reminder of St 
Brendan’s Irish Heritage and to honour its the early Pioneers.  

DID YOU KNOW ? 
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We have no news of any recent reunions, with most of us in lock down  or 
boarders closed for the most part of the last six months. If you are planning 
an event please send us the details via email below and we can promote it 

REUNIONS 

COMING TO TOWN …. 

Calling all Old Boys, current boys and 

future boys. 

Principal Mr Robert Corboy and Head 
of Boarding Father Pius will be calling  
in to visit  always look forward to the  
opportunity to meet with families in 
the region.  

We hope that you are able to find 
time to have an informal chat and 
catch up. If you know of anyone who 
wishes to send their boy/s to St 
Brendan's this is a perfect time for 
them to come along and meet them.   

Emerald Country Dinner 18 July 
Springsure Country Dinner 19 July 
Rolleston Morning Tea 20 July 
Blackwater Country Dinner 20 July 
Theodore Country Lunch 1 August  
Biloela Country Dinner 1 August  
Moura Country Dinner 2 August  
Mt Isa Country Dinner 19 August  
Darwin  Country Dinner 20 August  
Katherine Country Dinner 21 August  

Shows  
Ag Grow Emerald 24-26 June  

Westch Barcaldine 7 –8  September 
 

Cattle Club Showing 

Sarina Show  31 July—1 August  

Brisbane EKKA  7—8 August  

Wowan Show  15 August  

Moura Show  21-22 August  

For updates check the website or 
our  Facebook page. 

EVENTS to circle 
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CONTRIBUTE to the Bindi Eye 

S 
tay in touch via the Bindi Eye.  
Have you got a story to tell? Achievements, Graduations,  
Marriages, Sporting Events, Reunions etc. All it takes is a page or 
two and a photo! Thank you to those Old Boys who have contribut-

ed to these pages and we encourage more of you to share with your fellow 
Old Boys. 

 

CONTACT us Kylie Hedges or Kate Gill 
hedgesk@sbc.qld.edu.au or gillk@sbc.qld.edu.au 

 

We invite you, in-between publications, to keep up to date with news 
about the college by visiting our website www.stbrendans.qld.edu.au or 
our Facebook page / SBC Yeppoon . To those who prefer a hard copy the 
postal mailing will continue. Please ensure your address is kept current.  
All updates can be sent to the above email address or mail address  
139 Adelaide Park Road, Yeppoon, 4703. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  
We have been advised there has been a small amount  of confusion in rela-
tion to the Foundation and the Bindi Eye. The two are separate entities. 
The Bindi Eye Newsletter is compiled in house at St Brendan's College and 
is the compilation within, with an additional contribution to content of 
events  and news from the Foundation.  

The Foundation however is a separate not-for-profit organisation whose 
vision , motto and interests for past students and friends of the college can 
be reviewed on Facebook alongside contacts and membership information. 

You do not need to be a member of the Foundation to receive the Bindi -
Eye. This is sent to all Alumni unless you notify us otherwise. 
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If you would like to contribute to the cost of the printing  and postage  of the 
Newsletter please forward any contributions to :  
Br Kevin Smith, St Brendan's College, 139 Adelaide Park Road, YEPPOON 
4703. 

 

 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS 

Circle:   Visa  Mastercard Credit Card 

 
Number :    Expiry Date:    

 
Amount:     

 

Cardholders Name:      
 

Authorisation Signature:     
 

 

 

Update your details: 

Name:       

 

Address:       

 

Email:       

 

Phone:       
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Rest in Peace 

James Lucy, SBC 1944-45,  

from The Caves, died 23 May 2020 in Brisbane. 

Noel Connor, SBC 1956-1959,  

‘Beracah’, Wycabah, died 27 July, 2020. 

Rhys Yore, SBC 2018-2020, Student, Yeppoon,  

died in a car accident Yeppoon 21 January 2021. 

Peter Bartlett, Staff 1997-2020, from Brisbane,  

passed away 24 January 2021, Yeppoon. 

Joseph Tauvasa, SBC 1962-1965, from Valoka, Papua New Guinea, 

died in Brisbane 23 January 2021. 

Wayne Doolan, SBC 2003-2004, from Cooee Bay Yeppoon,  

died abt. 9 March 2021 in Rockhampton. 

Sir William Allen, SBC 1947-49, ‘Bexley’ Longreach,  

died in Brisbane 22 April 2021. 

Daniel Connor, SBC 1966-68, Emerald,  

died in Emerald 8th March 2019. 

Robin McCosker, SBC 1950/51 Emerald,  

died in Emerald 27 May 2021. 

                  Terence Kingston, SBC 1952-55, Blackall,      

died in Brisbane 27 May 2021. 


