
 

 

 

     ISSUE NUMBER 54                                        December  2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E-mail: oldboys@sbc.qld.edu.au 

 

Web Site: www.stbrendans.qld.edu.au 
 

Phone: 07 4939 9444 
 
Editor: K.Smith cfc. 

         
     



           

 

               Welcome to all Old Boys and Families                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

                                     May the true  

                                 spirit of Christmas 

                                       bring you  

                               peace and happiness.  

 



 

Principal’s Address           Awards Night 5
th

 November  Nick Scully 

In preparation for this report I read 
Brother Gettons inaugural annual 
speech from 1940. It was a state of 
the nation address written during 
World War 2. Anguish oozed from 
the pages as the world was in 
turmoil. He presents St Brendan’s as 
a safe haven from the primitive 
barbarity and hate as nation struck 
at nation in the war. His address 
made me pause as I considered 
what to write in my report. I 
wondered what people will read 
into my report 75 years into the 
future. What could I write about 
2016 that would reflect our current 
world for future generations? I also 
thought about the role of St 
Brendan’s and young men in the 
 
Jack Williams, Dux of the College 
receiving the Des Tobone Award 

from Principal Nick Scully. Lok Howard received the VAT Award. 
 
context of contemporary Australia and I wondered what 2016 has taught us? 
 I have been waiting five years to find an opportunity to include Chemistry in my annual 
report and the topic is refrigeration. What we know in Chemistry is that when a liquid turns 
into a gas it absorbs heat from its surroundings.  An example of heat absorption is when we 
perspire. The liquid comes to the surface of our forehead. The wind blows and turns the 
liquid into a gas and it absorbs heat from our bodies. Our own cooling system keeps our 
body temperature down. If we contain a liquid inside the fridge mechanism and allow it to 
turn into a gas, it will absorb heat and will get colder.  
It was Thomas Midgely, who in 1928 discovered a completely inert or unreactive substance 
that, when changed from a liquid to a gas, it absorbed heat. The unreactive part is 
important, as one does not want anything spoiling or poisoning food or corroding the 
fridge. Thomas Midgely, to prove how harmless the substance was, breathed in some and 
blew out a candle with no harm to him and no resultant explosion. The substance was an 
orofluorocarbon, the perfect refrigerant.  
This story has a point. High above the earth’s surface, in our atmosphere, is a layer of gases 
responsible for reflecting ultraviolet light called the ozone layer.  
In 1928, Thomas Midgely had no way of knowing that the harmless substance on the 
earth’s surface was actually breaking down this important gas in our atmosphere and 



significantly increasing the proportion of UV light bathing the earth. What intrigued me for 
years is, that some 60 years later, governments from around the world recognised the 
significance of the ozone layer depletion and effectively banned the refrigerant and its 
many uses. 
What are the major issues today that may appear relatively innocuous but will reveal 
damage in years to come?  Personal gripes have gone public on platforms such as Facebook 
and media outlets by publishing un-edited material. 
What are our most significant out of sight out of mind issues? I have chosen three: Offshore 
detention; The complexities associated with closing the gap for our indigenous brothers and 
sisters; The very contentious issue of Muslim immigration.  
I suggest that these important matters cannot be treated as a cerebral exercise? I think 
cerebral allows sensationalism in the media to take over our emotions. Who hasn't let an 
article on “A Current Affair” about some poor fool who is dodgy, get your blood boiling and 
say, "If I was the prime minister, I'd lock him up and throw away the key!" The highest paid 
journalists in Australia, who some call shock jocks, professionally tap into our cerebral 
emotions with contentious issues and opinions. We love watching and listening to them. I 
have three propositions: 

 There is no such thing as a bad person, there is just bad behaviour. (My mantra for 
working with boys) Our jails contain some exceptions to this rule. 

 The absolute majority of people are fundamentally good. Goodness emanates from 
the heart not the head.  

 I quote from a most beautiful book The Little Prince: The fox said, “Now here is my 
secret, a very simple secret: It is only with the heart that one can see rightly; what is 
essential is invisible to the eye.” 
If it is only with the heart that one can see rightly, how do we get past the head and 
reach the heart?  

My report is suggesting that this is exactly why we are a Catholic school in the Edmund Rice 

tradition. To use the heart when considering our government’s latest stance on off-shore 

detention must challenge us. To truly be a Catholic school we must find ourselves 

uncomfortable at times.  

Let us rewind the tape to 2000 years ago. Jesus was counter-cultural. I include a short 

reading from Matthew 22:  

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they came together. One 

of them, an expert in the law, tried to trap him with a question: “Teacher, which is the 

greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with your entire mind.” This is the first and greatest 

Commandment and the second is like it: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”  

For a moment think of a Hollywood movie you have watched about the bad guy beating the 

stuffing out of the good guy, until in the end the good guy prevails. If we turn to scripture, 

the Pharisees are the bad guys in the Gospels. Interestingly, if we really think about it, 



maybe we are all like the Pharisees! At times I’m cynical, protective of my plot, afraid of the 

unknown and change. I can be hypocritical! 

Jesus is calling us to be more. The second greatest Commandment is ‘love your neighbour 

as yourself’. If we are truly a Catholic school in the Edmund Rice tradition we must keep 

challenging ourselves. Edmund Rice answered God’s call, recognised the plight of the poor 

kids on the docks around him, set up a school and I would like to imagine ended up sitting 

with them. Being with them would have allowed his heart to override his head. 

Pedro Arrupe wrote: 
"Today's prime educational objective must be to form men and women for others ..... Who 
cannot even conceive of love of God which does not include love for the least of their 
neighbours?" 
A way to the heart is to sit with someone, to be present, to truly understand the context. It 
is not good enough to make judgement about indigenous issues sitting in a cafe in 
Melbourne. Our Prime Minister was in Rockhampton last week. It would have been 
wonderful for him to visit the Boarding Residence for a meal and witness the most natural 
reconciliation at work. Our boys understand and respect each culture and live together in 
harmony simply because they sit with each other.  
About a week ago, I wandered around and asked the boys to tell me when they have seen 
someone do something for someone other than themselves? We listened to what they 
said. 
I asked you to consider our challenges for today, and reflect using the example of Thomas 

Midgely to illustrate the fact that we may not see the results of our problems for years to 

come. In stark contrast to problems and after listening to the boys provide us with random 

examples, I contest that we are unlikely to reap the rewards of a Catholic education in the 

Edmund Rice tradition for many years to come. I believe we educate boys for excellence in 

a trade or an OP. But we need to educate for more than an OP, or a trade qualification. If 

we educate the boys to use their heart as well as their head they will be the agents of 

change to challenge what is wrong with the world. This is a school of 640 young men with 

latent potential. These men are God's hand and feet to do good in the world. 

I share the famous words of Archbishop Oscar Romero:  

“It helps now and then to step back and take the long view. The Kingdom is not only beyond 
our efforts, it is even beyond our vision. We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of 
the magnificent enterprise that is God's work. Nothing we do is complete, which is another 
way of saying that the kingdom always lies beyond us.  
This is what we are about: We plant seeds that one day will grow. We water seeds already 
planted, knowing that they hold future promise. We lay foundations that will need further 
development. We provide yeast that produces effects far beyond our capabilities. 
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realising that. This enables us 
to do something and do it very well. It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along 
the way, an opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest. 



We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the master builder and 
the worker. We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs. We are prophets 
of a future not our own.” 
In 2016 I have great hope for the future. I cannot report to you that, at St Brendan's College 
in 2016, we have solved the problems of the world! What I can report is that I have been 
surrounded by boys bursting with potential yet to be realised. I have been blessed with the 
company of a dedicated staff consistently going beyond the call of duty for these young 
men. I have enjoyed the support of a loyal parent body and local community wanting the 
best for this magnificent school and its associated town.  
In 2016, in the Year of Mercy, I have been blessed. 
 
Celebrations-Father Noel Milner 50 Years of Priesthood 
 

Noel was born in Springsure on 9th January 1943, the 

third son of James and Violet Milner. He has two older 

brothers, Doug and Brian and two sisters, Pam and 

Diane, who are younger.  

He received his primary education at St Theresa's 

Convent School in Springsure and his secondary 

education at St Brendan's College, Yeppoon from 1955 

to 1959. 

Noel entered Pius XII Seminary, Banyo, Brisbane to 

study for the Priesthood on 11th February 1960, just one 

month after turning seventeen. He was ordained by 

Bishop Francis Rush, Bishop of Rockhampton, on the 

stage of the Civic Centre, Springsure on 1 July 1966, the 

Feast of the Precious Blood of Christ as the Church in 

Springsure was too small for the occasion. 

On the 14
th
 July1966 Father Noel celebrated Mass for the 

first time at St Brendan‟s College with the students.  

When Noel finished his studies at Banyo Seminary in 

November 1966, he spent his first six weeks in the 

Emerald Parish before taking up his permanent posting at the Park Avenue Parish in North 

Rockhampton, where he spent four years... His next posting was to The Cathedral Parish in 

Rockhampton and then he became the first resident Priest in Moranbah and Dysart in 1974. 

In 1978 he spent time in the West Bundaberg and Mount Morgan Parishes, before going "on 

loan" outside the diocese to St Agnes' Parish, Mount Gravatt in Brisbane. He returned to the 

Diocese as the Parish Priest of Blackall and Tambo, where he spent seven years before going 

to the Capricorn Coast Parish in Yeppoon, from 1986 until 1997. It was at this time the 

Sacred Heart Church was built at Tabor Drive at Lammermoor overlooking the Capricorn 

Coast. 

He then returned as Parish Priest to Park Avenue Parish. During his stay there he took study 

leave for a year in 1999. He spent just on seven months travelling and studying in the 

Middle East, including three months in the Holy Land at the Tantur Ecumenical Institute. He 

also worked in Parishes in the United States for three months. 

In 2002 Father was transferred to the Valleys Region which includes the Parishes of the 

Callide Valley, the Dawson Valley and Monto. 



In 2013 Father retired to Yeppoon, where he now assists where ever he is needed throughout 

the Rockhampton Region. He is a frequent visitor to his Alma Mater, St Brendan‟s. 

On 1 July 2016 Fr. Noel celebrated 50 Years of Priesthood at Sacred Heart Church, 

Yeppoon. 

The St Brendan‟s College is indebted to Noel for his writing of the early history of College: 

A Dream Come True. 

 

 

 

 

 

College Captains 2017 

I have just been lucky enough to meet with the fine young men who nominated for the 

captaincy in 2017. The count of the votes was very interesting with three of the results very 

close. I have had some time for reflection over the weekend and believe the load on the 

single captain is difficult at times. For 2017 we will have three captains: 

Matthew Hedges 

Andrew Lehmann 

Jakob Thorn 

I congratulate these young men and the others who nominated. We now look forward to 

filling the Prefect positions for next year. 

Regards, 

Nick Scully. 
St Brendan's College 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew Hedges   Andrew Lehmann         Jacob Thorn 
  Rolleston       Yeppoon               Gracemere 

 

 

 

 

 



Springsure Show                                  28-29
th

 May  

The story is told that Breaker Morant worked as a stockman on Ducabrook, a property little 

N.W. of Anakie Q. in the 1890s, then owned by the Hawkin‟s Family. Harry "Breaker" 

Morant was an Anglo-Australian drover and horseman and while serving as a military officer 

in the Second Boer War, Morant was arrested and court-martialed for war crimes. According 

to military prosecutors, Morant had retaliated for the death in combat of a fellow officer with 

the summary execution of nine Afrikaner prisoners-of-war. He was found guilty and 

sentenced to death. This was carried out by a firing squad on 27 February 1902. Despite 

having left a written confession in his cell, Harry Morant had become a folk hero in modern 

Australia. His court-martial and death have been 

the subject of an award-winning movie. 

Morris Hawkins    Bryson Hawkins  

 

Photos taken at Duccabrook are now on display at 

the Western Motel in Emerald. The property has 

in recent years been sold. Bryson, SBC 1994-98, 

now lives at “Taree”, Aramac, while his father 

Morris is on “Maria Downs” Springsure. 

 

 

 

Brett Roberts was 

at St Brendan‟s 

1991 to 1995 from 

“Raymond”. Brett 

McIver, SBC 1977-

79, originally from 

Muttaburra, is now 

living in 

Springsure. 

 

             

                   Brett Roberts                                                                      Brett McIver 

                                                                                                     

         

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Australian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drover_(Australian)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equestrianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Court-martial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_crimes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summary_execution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afrikaner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_penalty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firing_squad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folk_hero


 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt Paine, SBC 1990-91, and Bernadette with family Grace, Lawson, and Olivia. 

“Myola”is in the upper reaches of the Nogoa River. 
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Pat Kavanagh and wife always find time to visit the St Brendan‟s Display. Pat was at 

Brendan‟s 1953 to 1995. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Viv and Bob Oldfield, originally from Jundah now living in Springsure. Son Michael, 

SBC 1973-4, is now in Hughenden.     Kevin Smith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lindsay Bailey, SBC 1991-95, and Family.  Lindsay works at Soljitz Mines and has a 

property on Cona Creek Road outside Springsure. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Noffke, SBC 1981-82, Springsure.       Harrison Sullivan SBC 2012-16, Springsure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tyrel Spence, SBC 1994-98, “Inveresk”, Muttaburra.           Patrick Scharf,                                                                                      

SBC 1986-90, “Khartoun”, Clermont. 

 



 

Show time is always a time to meet the extended Brendan‟s Family. Apart from the Old boys 

and their families in the photos a big thanks also to all those who also visited the display. 

Noel Shore, parent of Duane, SBC 1978-77, and Glenn 1981-85. 

Fay Howard, mother of Jeff, SBC 1985-8, Sister of Jack, Jim, Marty and Bernard Shelton. 

Max Drummond SBC 1973-77, home town “Albo”, Clermont now Springsure. 

Kay Crawford, mother of Garry, SBC 1990-94 and Bradley 1992-96. 

Brian, and Evie Milner, Brian, SBC 1955, “Pinnacle” Springsure, parents of Darrin, 1991-

92. Brian is the brother of Father Noel Milner. 

Mrs Nesta Squires, mother of Wendy Coles of Gracemere. During Ted Neville‟s time as 

„Stud Master‟, Wendy provided cattle for St Brendan‟s for showing. Ted Neville now 

„retired‟ lives in Gracemere. 

 

 

 

St Brendan’s 12
th

 Annual Old Boys Rugby Game 

The annual game between the „Old‟ Boys and 

the St Brendan‟s First X111 took place under 

lights for the first time at St Brendan‟s on 

Sunday, 31st October.  

The game ended in a win for the more 

experienced heads over the youthful First 

X111, 16-4.  

A feature of the game was the father and son 

combination of Patrick Busby (1988) and son 

Jacob (2014) playing together. 

Jacob         Dee Ann            Patrick 

 

 

 



 

Emerald Agro 2016  

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

Charles Hatte, SBC 1999-03, and father Jim from “Rambola” Anakie.   Marty and Pat 

Corfield, SBC 1980-84, from “Rocky Glen”, Thangool.        

 

 

Kevin and Carmel O‟Keeffe, SBC 1970-1976 of “Wallalee”, Springsure.  Keith and 

Helen Draper, SBC 1976-1978 of “Red Hill” Dingo. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke, and Michael Hardgrave, SBC 1997-2001, from Emerald.  Ben Kerle, 

       SBC 2007-2009, “Roscommon”, Gindie and work-mate. 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scott and Cassey Conway with family, SBC 1988- 1992 of “Stockade”, Capella, Home 

town Moura.  Matt Renwick, Tieri, and Brendan Chan, Emerald. Both SBC 2000-2001. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clayton , George and Lorraine Bartolo,  SBC 1997- 2000 from “Carrinyah”, Nebo.   

Bill Dunne, SBC 1975-1979 of “Tarcoola” Dingo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nick and Margaret Brown, SBC 1958-1966, from Mackay, brother of Br Owen Brown, 

who taught at SBC in 1970s and recently 2008-2015, now in Brisbane. Viv and Warren 

Sullivan, SBC 1985-1989 of “Turkey Creek”, Springsure. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Mitch and Peter Small with Dad from “Fairburn” Dingo”, SBC 1997-2003 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nathan and Angela Ryder, SBC 1999-2002 of Clermont. Angela is the daughter of 

Andrew Bulger, SBC 1973-1978 of “Sorento” Willows. Bruce and William Cook, SBC 

1997-1991 from “Coovin” Clermont with Michael Jennings from Ireland. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Michael and Brandi-Lee Shannon with Daughter, SBC 1997-98.    Alan Muller, Sons-

Owen, SBC 1990-94 and Kendall 1994-98 from Monto.  

 

 

                                                                            

Kylie Hedges, Past student of St Ursula‟s 

1990s from Rolleston, niece of Fr. Noel 

Milner. Kylie has had two sons through 

St Brendan‟s and responsible for 

Enrolment and Marketing at the 

College. 

Visitors to most Shows will find Kylie 

there promoting the College. After just 

finishing three days at Emerald Agro, 

Kylie prepared the annual Brendan‟s 

Rodeo, one of her many chores. Thanks 

Kylie.  

 

Take time off to say „hello‟ to her at the next promotion. 

 

 



 

 

 

                

Alex and Hayley Matschoss, SBC 2007-09 from Moura. Ray, Rye and Lockie Nolan 

with son from Emerald, SBC 1974-77, nephew of Jim Moriarty, 1944-45 and cousin to 

John Moriarty, 1971-75. Thanks to John for your generous donation to the Archives. 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jessie Beak, SBC 2007-11, “Dunluce”, Bluff. Br Kevin Smith and Ryan Mitchell, SBC 

1992-95, Moranbah. Ryan has worked in the Mines since leaving Brendan‟s.  

 

 



 

 

The Mahony, Clair and Halberstater Clan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridget and Kate Barrett, Joanna, Patrick, Chris Mahony, Paul Claire, Peter and Nikki 

Mahony, Robert Halberstater, Breanna Clair. 

Peter and Nikki Mahony of the “Gyranda Stud of Theodore” were showing cattle with 

the assistance of family and nieces. Peter, SBC 1988-1992, “Mt Calder” Blackall. 

Bridget and Kate are Clare Mahony‟s children.   Relative, Paul Clair, SBC 1981-1983, 

“Tooro” Goovigen. Robert Halberstater, SBC 1986-1990, “Mandalay”, Dudu. 

In August Gyranda Santa Gertrudis Stud donated a pen of eight steers for a 

competition organized by Queensland Country life and the Santa Gertrudis Breeders 

Association, which when sold was to assist the Flying Doctor Service. 

 

 

 



 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Dunne, SBC 2005-2009, “Coomooboolaroo”, one of many past students from 

Duaringa. Tom Murphy, son of Thomas Murphy of Maroochydore , SBC 1940-43. 

Thomas, Vincent and John were the first students to be enrolled in 1940.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian and Evie Milner, Kylie Hedges, Patrick Kavanagh, SBC 1953-54, Springsure. 

Brian, SBC 1955-56, from “Pinnacle”, Springsure.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandy and Grant Frankish, SBC 1988-92, of “Greenacres”, Dingo. Br Kevin Smith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles Hatte, SBC 1999-03, “Rambola” Anakie. Jake Norton, SBC 2010-14, 

Rockhampton, employed Clermont Mining Company. Jack Collins, SBC 2010-14, 

Duaringa, Drilling Company.  



 

Many thanks to all who visited the St Brendan‟s Display at the Emerald Agro.  It was also a 

great social occasion to meet the Parents and Past Students.  

Visitors also include: Neil O‟Flanigan, 1977-79 from Blackwater;  Janice Cook from NZ, 

sister of Allen McGlee;  Robert Richardson from Yeppoon,1961-62;  Robert Brieffies, 2007-

10, together with Mother and three sisters from Sarina;  Harrison Sullivan, 2011-15 from 

“Springton” Springsure;  Andy Mitchell, 1988-92 from “Leswalt”, Roma;  Tyrel Spence, 

1994-98, “Inveresk”, Muttaburra;   Brendan Foley, 1973-75 from Blackwater;  Kent John-

White;  David and Kelly Steel from “Stanford Park Maura”, parents of Ashley and Nathan, 

current students. 

 

 

 

Rockhampton Show 

 

 

        Jarod, Grace and Lea Gaudie, SBC 1998-2000. Home town Biloela. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

             

Magelyn, and Michael O‟Keefe with children Lachlan and Michaela.SBC 1985-1989, from 

Springsure. 

 

                                                                                       

Stephen Ivins, SBC 1992-1996, 

from Biloela. Stephen now has a 

musical business in 

Rockhampton. 

  

Other visitors to the Show: 

Jack Kenny, SBC 2011-2015 

from Moranbah. 

Luke Richmond, SBC 2005-

2007, from Rockhampton. 

 

Nick Flintoff, SBC 1998-2000, 

Rockhampton.  

 

 



 

 

Brisbane Luncheon                            27 August 2016 

 

We had a successful lunch at the Victory Hotel last Saturday. 

The numbers were slightly up on last year, but we still have a way to go. 

I will email some photos that Peter Web took of the group. You may want to put a few in the 

next Bindi. 

I will forward a cheque to help with the Bindi costs in due course. Trust you are in good 

health. 

Best Regards, 

Ian Smith. 

Thanks Ian for the photos and in particular for organising the function. 

 

Cade Dendle represented the Old Boys. Ed. 

 

                    

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             John Dempsey, Don McKee, Peter Searles, Ron Shaw, John Quane, Ken Jendra, John Nickolson   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Dave Tighe,    Phil Tigh     Ben Ellen                  Merv Bartlett,  Jim Shelton,  Roy Moore  Leon Azar, 

Hartley Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Brian  McClay           Ian Smith                                  Cale Dendle           Les Hauff  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Richard Wells                                Ray Rowan                                  Ted Anskey 

 



 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Peter Webb,           Ces Chardon                                      Mich Terry              Adrian Terry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Gordon Ellem   Bob Rae   Glen McMahon   Eric Quinn   Paul McMahon 

 

 



 

St Brendan’s Rodeo 2016 

 

In July 15
th

 1977, St Brendan‟s 

hosted its first Junior Rodeo. The 

seed for the Rodeo was sown 

months before that when some of 

the boys were out on a rock-

picking expedition with Brother 

Lasik. They had passed a few 

poddies on a back track and wanted 

to have a ride on some of the 

beasts.  

  Brady Fielder   Rodeo 2016 

The pressure of time and distance 

to be covered provoked a negative 

answer, but the seed had been sown. One proposal led to another. Next and in a 

short order a planning committee met with the owners of Adelaide Park Stud just 

a short distance from the College and the St Brendan‟s College Junior was under 

way. 

From the outset the idea was to 

make the Junior Rodeo a fun day 

for all concerned-the boys 

participating, spectators and those 

working. This goal was more than 

realized on the day itself, as the 

boys were talking about the Rodeo  

 weeks afterwards.  

         Peter Copping   Rodeo 2016 
The spectators, parents, and friends 

spent the whole enjoying the antics 

of the people in the arena.             

A second Rodeo was planned for the Speech Weekend, but after that the idea 

lapsed until the arrival of Br Dave White in 1994. 

In 1995 the first ever Rodeo on the school grounds was held with the crowd 

estimated about 3000. Highlights were Gerald Ellrott in the Under 15s Steer 

Ride and Damian Ripaldone in the Under 18s. Dan McMahon and Paul Conn 

teamed up for the Father and Son Calf Scruff. Dan butted the chute and Paul Con 

didn‟t get his shirt dirty. The prize was not theirs! The best School Boy Cowboy 

was Brendan Kenny and the Junior Cowboy was Aaron Leahy. Brother Dave 

White, along with Denis Hanrahan and Greg Leahy were the co-coordinators.   



 

Sad to say Br Dave died of a massive heart attack a few years later but the 

College Rodeo has continued to the present.  

Saturday, 3
rd

 September 2016, a large crowd watched the inter-school 

competition between the local schools, Nudgee, Chartes Towers and a group 

from as far away as New Zealand with St Brendan‟s the winner of the team 

event.  

The Rodeo continued at night under 

the control of the Australian 

Professional Riders Association with 

the following Old Boys 

participating: 

Troy Berry-Bull Ride; Jarrod 

Deguara-Steer Wrestling, Team 

Roping; Roy Dunn-Bull Ride; 

Kimba Fien-Saddle Bronc; Guy 

Ford-Bull Ride; Lee Hanrahan-

Team Roping; Shane Iker-Rope and 

Tie, Steer Wrestling, Team Roping; 

 

Nudgee Captain Wayne O’Sullivan 

and St Brendan’s winning captain, 

Joshua Cavanagh 

 

Brendan Kenny-Team Roping; 

Shane Kenny-Rope and Tie, Saddle Bronc, Team Roping; Trent Maguire-

Saddle Bronc; Rohan O‟Donohoe- Saddle Bronc; Sam Osborne- Saddle Bronc; 

Mitch Paton-Bull Ride; Allan Powell-Saddle Bronc; Pat Sharpe-Rope and Tie; 

Mitch Robinson-Bull Ride; Cam Southern-Saddle Bronc. 

A number of Old Boys other than those featured in the St Brendan‟s Rodeo also 

feature in the Rodeo Circuit Australia wide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Shane Iker Australian Professional Rodeo Title 

 

 

 

 

 

Shane, SBC old boy 1991- 1992, 

from Alton downs, took out the 2016 

Australian Professional Rodeo Title 

also the Team Roping Header Title. 

at Warrick Rodeo in October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geoff Comiskey 

In August The Comiskey Bazadais Beef won the 

R.N.A. Paddock to Palate Class 38B Champion 

Carcass and the Pen of Six Carcasses at the 2016 

Royal Show in Brisbane. The Bazadai Stud is 

owned by Geoff and Sonya Comiskey, St 

Brendan‟s 1987- 1990. The stud is better known by 

the property name of “Old Mount Stuart”. Geoff 

had also previously won the prize in 2015. 

Geoff‟s sporting record while at Brendan‟s reads: 

C.Q. Rugby Union Representative 1987-1900; 

Member of the First XV Rugby Union Team 1988-

1990; Intermediate Rugby Union Referee; Member 

of the Athletics Squad 1990. In the Special Awards 

Geoff received the Best Forward and the Best and 

Fairest Award for the 1990 season. 



Geoff‟s father Peter is well known for his prowess in the camp-drafting field, where he has 

won numerous cups and buckles over the years. His brother Peter also an old boy has 

followed in his father‟s footsteps. 

Congratulations Geoff and Sonya on your wonderful achievement. 

 

 

The Mango Tree Seat 

 

Terry Hansen, SBC 1967-71, in front of the Mango Seat. 

From the earliest days of the Copland property, now St Brendan‟s, the “Mango Trees” have 

always been a centre of interest and been an assembly and a meeting area for visitors.  

In 1978 an article appeared in the Brendan‟s Annual called “Mango Tree Seating” in which 

Greg Borg and Tony Capello were mainly responsible for improving the area in making 

seating around the trees. In the construction “The hexagonal-shaped seat, the tree nearest the 

kitchen, caused a few problems, but these were overcome by expertise and hard work. The 

pipe turning, welding, carpentry and assembly were all done as part of a Senior team 

project.” 

With the refurbishment of the Mango Tree area in 2014 all but three of the trees were left 

standing including the problem tree mentioned above. It is a fitting tribute to the students of 

1978 the seating was left intact. 

 



Brendans Old Boys Dinner Townsville 2016          Ian Kuhl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Irving (81-85), Ian Kuhl (63-66), Tony Reddy (69-71), Paul O’Connor (63-66), 

Michael Bongers (76-80 plus staff), Kevin Cutler (51-54), Michael Grieve (70-73), Paul 

Hefferan(1970), Shane Edwards(70-74), Ross Aldridge(93 -97), Jim Gleeson (48-52), John 

Power(51-58), Terry Duffy (46-51).Also present John Rowan (1946-47) 

The Townsville Old Boys met for their twenty second consecutive year on the 4
th

 November. 

The dinner was held at the Victoria Park Hotel for the ninth time. At the roll call we had 14 

old boys and 8 partners/friends. Apologies were received from twenty eight old boys for 

various reasons. We also received apologies from the college (Cale Dendle, Matt Couper and 

Br Kevin Smith). The group agreed to look at the reasons for apologies to see if we there are 

measures we can take to ensure that the dinner does not conflict with College events and 

those enjoying attendance at Melbourne Cup activities. 

Tony Reddy in his role of Emcee kept the event moving well. Michael Bongers opened with 

grace. Ian Kuhl read out the apologies and during the dinner used a power point to pass on 

the status report on the college gratefully compiled by Kylie provided by Cale Dendle . 

The Old Boys, in particular the old old old boys, were surprised by the number of varied 

sports and activities in which the current students have excelled in the past year; in particular 

the participation in music and chess. 

Some of the members recalled interesting times at the college and Ross Aldridge our newest 

member toasted the college. Mike Grieve thanked mine host Robyn Sexton for her 

hospitality. The evening closed with Tony wishing seasons greeting to all and best of 

thoughts for next year until we meet again.  

 



Football Results at St Brendan’s   

The following is a quick overview for 2016. St Brendan‟s did well in the district football but 

unfortunately the Confraternity Shield went north to Ignatius Park!  

 

CQ Rugby 7s Winners U/13, U/15 & Open  

Western Rugby 7s U/14 Winners, U/16 Runners Up 

QLD Rugby 7s Open Semi-Finalists 

Interschool Rugby Union U/13 Winners 36-15 against Emmaus 
U/15 Runners Up 22-12 against Rockhampton Grammar 
Open Runners Up 34-18 against Rockhampton Grammar 

Interschool Futsal (Indoors) Open Division Winners 5-4 against Yeppoon State High 

Interschool Football (Soccer) Open Division Winners 3-1 against Emmaus College 

Confraternity Shield 
 

1st XIII Runners Up  6-24  against Ignatius Park, Townsville 
2nd XIII third place overall 

Interschool Rugby League 7A Winners 30-12 against Rockhampton Grammar 
8A Winners 28-12 against Nth Rockhampton High 
8B Winners 14-6   against Nth Rockhampton High 
9A Winners 30-28 against Emmaus 
9B Winners 24-12 against Nth Rockhampton High 
10A Winners 32-4 against Rockhampton Grammar 
Open A Winners 13-12 against Cathedral College  

GIO Cup State Quarter-Finals 

Rockhampton & District 
Athletics 

Overall Boys Champions 

Gold Coast Suns Cup (Juniors) State Quarter Finals 

 

Visitors                                                                                                                 

Peter John Marsh Visits College 

On Wednesday 20th July, a well-known Old Boy “P J” (Marsh), visited the College as part 

of a team known as Head Space to speak to the Year 

Twelves about Life Choices. Peter was at St 

Brendan‟s from 1996 to 1997 and came from 

Blackwater. His profile reads:  

1
st
 XIII; CQ R.L Rep; Member of Inter-School 

Swimming Squad; Australian Under 18 Touch 

Football; 1996 Cross Country Champion; Member of 

the Inter-School Athletic Team. 

Peter Marsh and Kejanu Doyle (Year 12 Student). 

With such a record it is no wonder that “PJ” was 



recruited to play for the Central Queensland Capras in the 1998 Queensland Cup. He began 

his NRL career at Parramatta and played for the Eels from the bench in their 2001 NRL 

grand final loss to the Newcastle Knights. P J played for the New Zealand Warriors as 

hooker in their 2002 NRL Grand Final loss to the Sydney Roosters. Midway through the 

2003 NRL season, he unfortunately sustained a serious neck injury in a match against 

Parramatta, which ruled him out for the rest of the season, as well as the whole of 2004, thus 

curtailing his playing career.  

Following a three-year stint with the New Zealand Warriors (2002–2004), PJ returned to 

Parramatta for the 2005 NRL season. In November 2007, he signed a three-year deal with 

the Brisbane Broncos and returned to his home state of Queensland. PJ was one of St 

Brendan‟s first Old Boys to represent Queensland in the State of Origin playing in 2002, 

2003 and 2008. He was forced to retire due to injury in March 2010.  

Noel and son Steven Senini visited St Brendan‟s on 1
st
 August. Noel, SBC 1960-61, and 

Stephen, 1886-87, were from Mt Pelion, Calen, Mackay.  

Apart from Jackson, the Copland 

buildings and the swimming pool, 

little remains for Noel. For Steven by 

1986 the Chapel and McKennariey 

Residence had been built. However, 

the “Mango Trees” still stand as a 

reminder of the past! Two of the 

family, Anthony and Chris, are also 

old boy. 

 

Ashley Watson, SBC 1998-2002. 

Visitors to his old school were 

Ashley, Anna and little Toby from 

Cairns. Ashley, originally from 

Biloela, joined the Navy qualifying 

as a marine engineer and served in 

the Middle East. On a visit to the 

Manual Arts Ashley spoke to some 

of the senior students about the 

importance his own studies had been 

at school to his future occupation as 

an engineer. The students were 

nearing the completion of their 

building a trailer and cultivator,  
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Jacob Dash, SBC 2006-2010 

 

Jacob made a quick visit to the College and to 

catch up on the news. Currently, Jacob is working 

in Emerald. Since leaving St Brendan‟s in 2011 

his father, Simon, has been Headmaster of 

„Rostrevor‟, Adelaide, an EREA Catholic day 

and boarding school of 850 students. Next year 

he will return to his home state as Headmaster of 

Xavier College, Hervey Bay. 

Jason Hirning and Jacob Dash 

Peter and Nicholas Wright 

Old Boys, Peter and Nicholas, visited the College on Orientation Day, 5th November. Peter, 

Dux of the College in 1952 , (SBC 1949-1952) is seen proudly showing  son Nicholas his 

place on the new Honour Board now in the Chapel. Nicholas (SBC 1982-1986) was here to 

enroll his son Anthony for next year. Three generation at Brendan‟s! 

Peter and Nicholas still live in Mackay. Peter‟s twin brother Jim is deceased. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Maurice Webb, SBC 1940-1941 

Maurie, a frequent visitor to the 

College celebrated his 91
st
 

birthday on 5
th

 November with a 

visit to his old school with family 

Catherine and Peter. It was also 

Awards Day, old Speech Day, so 

there was opportunity to meet old 

boys and many from the Yeppoon 

Community. 

Congratulations Maurie and every 

best wish for the future. 

       Catherine, Maurice and Peter 

 

 

Letters 

 

It was indeed unfortunate that you were not contactable when I called in at 

the "old school" earlier this month. My wife and I drove on to Emu Park that 

day and were unable to call back to Yeppoon as we were on only a short visit 

to Rockhampton. In addition, my mobile phone died on that same day and I was not able to 

return your call. I did have a bit of a look around the school 

property, including the auditorium and Blessed Sacrament Chapel, which was 

made available to me by one of the teachers, who happened to be handy. I did 

not catch his name. That teacher showed me the doors to the Chapel that were rescued from 

the fire. This was the only item that I could recognise from my time at the school (1953). 

Yes, I know it is over 60 years and the school has been developed remarkably since then. 

The only other item that "rang a bell" for me was the swimming pool, the construction of 

which was commenced near the end of 1953. I believe that the present pool is an upgrade of 

the original. 

While in Rockhampton, I visited the North Rockhampton cemetery, where about 25 of my 

relatives are interred. I found nearly all of their graves. I also 

stumbled on a section of the cemetery in which lie the remains of some 

Christian Brothers. These include Br O'Ryan who was at SBC in 1953; Br 

Street, who died in an accident at SBC; and Br Grace, who taught my father at 

CBC Rockhampton in the 1920s. Br Grace was still teaching at CBC Rocky when I was 

there in 1946 to 1952. 

I have to say that I was not very impressed with the location of the Blessed 

Sacrament Chapel, being as it is, tucked away in a corner, so to speak. It was not at all 

inspiring and I thought that the representation of the Stations of the Cross left a lot to be 



desired. My personal belief is that the Blessed Sacrament should be the central focus of a 

church or chapel and that the chapel should be in a prominent location. 

I was able to catch up with John Price in Rockhampton who was in the senior 

Class of 1953. Of the 13 seniors of 1953, eight are still "on the right side 

of the turf" and I have contact with some of them, usually by email and/or 

telephone. John was the only one of our class who was able to attend the 

75th anniversary celebrations in 2015. 

If I have occasion to call in at SBC again, I will ensure that I will make 

an appointment. 

Sincerely, 

Tony Connor. 

Tony, sorry I missed you but good you had someone to show you around. It was good you 

were shown the old doors, which were at the entrance to the main building with its 

traditional Christian Brothers Crest. In the time of Br Borgia Duffy this crest was changed 

and existed until 2005, when it was replaced by the current logo. The Blessed Sacramental 

Chapel is indeed isolated. Sunday Mass is still celebrated in the ‘old Chapel’, with Mass 

during the week in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Changes to the pool have been the tiling 

and filtration and landscaping of the area, once occupied by the grandstand. Yes, it has 

gone, deemed unsafe! 

I’m pleased you were able to meet up with John Price. Only on 4
th

 July I attended the 

Requiem Mass for John McCosker from your class. 

No need to make an appointment just a call and will make sure I’ll be here. Thanks Tony. 

Ed. 

 

 Cale Dendle        Canberra Reunion 

 

 

     

              

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dendle David Scott Buchholz    Glenn Buchholz  Cale Martinussen, Jason Bonger                
    

        Canberra ACT hosted its first St Brendan's Old Boys function August 28, 

      with David Martinussen (Blackall, Senior 1990), Jason Bongers (Jambin, 

      Senior 1990), Glenn Buchholz (Rockhampton, Senior 1980), Scott Buchholz 

Rockhampton, Senior 1985) and Cale Dendle (Springsure, Senior 1990) getting 

together to recall old times.  The small, but enthusiastic group  plans on getting together 

periodically and hopes to track down a few more Old Boys who are inevitably in the 

National Capital for one reason or another.       Cheers, Cale. 



Stan Jackson, SBC 1949-1950 

It is good to hear from you after many, many 

years. I didn‟t make it to the 75
th
 due to 

circumstances out of my control but I taught my 

grandson, who played in the Confraternity Cup in 

Townsville, the St Brendan‟s war cry, so he would 

know it, when he heard it after St Brendan‟s 

defeated Ashgrove Marists. Alas, Marists defeated 

St Brendan‟s B team! 

When I came to Brisbane I continued to play 

Rugby League and played first grade for Brothers 

for many years. 

I‟ve been married to Enid for 55 years and have 7 children and 15 grandchildren (and also 

had a few racehorses!!!). 

It is great to hear from you and hope you are well. Thank you for Noel Milner‟s book, „A 

Dream Come True‟, a wonderful book. I continually read the Bindi- Eye and will enjoy 

reading the book. Best Wishes, Stan. 

Stan was from Gladstone and was Captain of the 7-7 Stone Rugby League Team in 1950. 

Other teams were the 8-7 Stone Team and the First XIII. The game was quite different. 

There was a contested scrum, no five tackle rule and the stripping of the ball was allowed 

to mention a few! 

Vale 

Douglas Schwartz, SBC 1978-1979, Madang PNG, deceased 13
th

 July 2015, Townsville. 

Lawrence Jealous, SBC 1947, originally Byfield, Yeppoon, deceased 10th June 2016, 

Gladstone. 

John Leslie McCosker, SBC 1948-1952, deceased 23rd June 2016, Emerald. 

Daniel G. Sullivan, SBC 1964-1967, originally “Turkey Creek” Springsure, deceased 14
th

 

August, Capella. 

Trevor Cunningham, SBC 1944-1947, original Lion Mountain, Rockhampton, died at 

Clifton 12
th

 September 2016. 

Dean Colin Price, SBC 1981-1983, „Neerim‟ Marborough, deceased 14th September 2016, 

Mackay. 

Paul Forrester, SBC Teacher 1997-2004, former Residence Master of Wallace, died in 

Brisbane, 26th November 2016.  



Desmond Joseph Mealey MID, OA 

Des and his older brother Brian grew up in Yeppoon and 

lived in John Street. When St Brendan‟s opened in 1940 

Brian became one of its first students. In 1942 Des began his 

schooling in Grade 3 and continued till Grade 7, the 

Scholarship Year. When the family moved to Rockhampton, 

Des completed his secondary studies at Christian Brothers, 

Rockhampton. 

After finishing school Des worked in CBS Bank in Cairns 

for some years, until he joined the Regular Army about 1955 

as a Junior Officer, serving in Malaya and Borneo during the 

Emergency Campaign. In 1958 he was posted to Papua New Guinea, where he was in charge 

of several Battalions in Lae and other bases. Promoted to Major he served in Vietnam as OC 

of B Coy, 7 RAR at the Australian Base at Nui Dat from 14 Feb 1967 to 13
th

 Dec 1967, 

during which he was mentioned in dispatches. Returning to Australia Des was posted to 

Canberra Army H.Q. Having been promoted to Colonel, he was given the responsibility for 

the Puckapunyal Base in Victoria from which he retired after some years in 1986. 

In 1958 Des married Mary Jane and in the 1960s lived in Lae later in Canberra with their 

three children. After retirement Des lived in Beenleigh Queensland. He passed away 17 June 

2013. 

For his service to the Australian Nation he was awarded the Order of Australia. 

Thank you Brian for the information about his brother Des. Brian is one of the remaining 

class of 1940. Desmond Joseph Mealey MID, OA is on the Honour Board in the College.  

Douglas Schwartz 

Douglas was born on 30
th
 June 1961 in Madang, 

Papua New Guinea. When Douglas arrived in St 

Brendan‟s in 1978 his older brother Ray was in 

Year12, having been there since Grade 7. Andrew, 

an older brother, had completed Year 12 in 1974. 

Douglas was to spend only one year in Year 11 at 

St Brendan‟s and so little is known of Douglas‟s 

year at St Brendan‟s. . However, his brother Ray 

played full-back for the First XV and no doubt the 

same skill would have been in Douglas. 

In 1979 Douglas joined the Australian Military Forces in Townsville and was to see service 

in Malaysia, Borneo, East Timor and the Islands, retiring in 1991.  



In 1996 Douglas married Karen in Townsville and raised two children. 

 

 

 Cpl T.D. Scwartz. 

After leaving the Army Douglas began work at the 

Queensland Nickel Refinery outside Townsville, where he 

was to work until feeling unwell  at work on 13 July last 

year returned home but passed away.  

Douglas was one of the many New Guineans who 

contributed so much to make St Brendan‟s the great college 

it is. 

The St Brendan’s Community offers Karen and her family sympathy on their sad loss. 

Celebration of the Life of John Leslie McCosker 

John’s eulogy was given by Neil McCosker, St Brendan’s 1944-1946. 

 

We are here to celebrate the life of John 

Leslie McCosker, my brother, and 

brother to seven other brothers and 

sisters. The third son of Les and Lillian 

McCosker, John was born on 28/11/1933 

in Emerald. His early education was by 

correspondence, then a boarder at St 

Patrick‟s Convent Emerald and finally on 

to St Brendan‟s Yeppoon, 1946-52, to 

complete his secondary education. 

Post high school John‟s ambition was to 

study agricultural science at university. 

John successfully completed his Ag 

Science degree at U.Q. in Brisbane, 

graduating in 1959. John followed in 

Paul's footsteps and resided at St Leo‟s 

College. 

Les McCosker believed in vertical integration and was working towards using it in his ever 

growing operation. He wanted to breed the animal, process the animal, and then sell the 

product. Those who know the family will know he did a good job in that direction. John‟s 

Ag Science degree was no doubt part of that plan, growing the fodder such as lucerne and 

breeding animals soon became his main job. John became his father‟s right hand man and 

stock overseer, assisted by his brothers Peter and Bill, his sisters Marie, Wendy and 

Margaret, all able to help with the horse work. In fact all nine of us including John learnt to 

ride on the same old faithful horse “Mister”. 



When I talk or think about John, I find it hard not to include Robin; Born eighteen months 

apart they have hardly ever been separated, all through their lives, right up to the very end. 

One of those few times apart was while John attended university. While John took charge of 

the livestock and farming, Robin looked after the book keeping side of things, and land 

clearing on his bulldozers.  

A great partnership was formed between John and Robin, one that would last the rest of their 

lives. John was constantly looking out for Robin and vice versa. One of John‟s strengths was 

his constant consideration of Robin in all his life‟s pathway. As I previously said John 

became dad's right hand man and stock overseer. John's stock handling abilities and his 

horsemanship were to be admired. John would oversee all aspects of the animal husbandry. 

John‟s agricultural expertise also extended to John having a 'green thumb' and in later years 

established and maintained an orchard beside the Codenwarra homestead. According to Rob, 

John's mangoes were delicious. John took great pride in his orchard and greatly enjoyed 

keeping it 'flourishing'! While Rob keeps the books with pen and paper, John travelled down 

the road of computer technology. He was completely self-taught and was a whiz on the 

computer key board. He used his new found skills to maintain a detailed work diary of 

Codenwarra and at times, typed Rob's business letters, which he had originally hand written. 

On the home front, John was the cook and Rob enjoyed the meat and vegies plus the 

accompanying drinks of tea or rum each evening. John and Rob used their skills and 

knowledge to support each other in living at and working Codenwarra. John was never afraid 

of long hours of hard work. He was constantly thinking and developing ideas about how to 

better manage the farming operation and then later the other business interests in which he 

and Robin participated. 

John's travels, although not often outside of the local area, did include trips to Japan with his 

brother Paul on a fact finding mission; to England with his niece Juliana for a family 

wedding and on a cruise. John's cruise companions were his brother Rob and his friend 

Dallas Daniels and together they discovered Fiji and New Zealand. By all accounts, lots of 

fun was had but few stories shared on their return! 

John and Robin kept themselves busy when they were running Codenwarra between them. 

They didn‟t have much time to pursue a social life so they focused on the farming operation, 

comfortable in each other‟s company.  

John was blessed with a large extended family including many nieces and nephews and their 

families, who always said “it wasn‟t a party unless John and Robin were there”. Together, 

John and Robin have been an essential part of the families, as they would welcome family 

and friends into their home for a variety of celebrations. Whilst they might have been two 

bachelors in a large house, they really enjoyed and participated in so many families that were 

part of the McCosker clan.  

John put a lot of his spare time into supporting St Vincent de Paul in its community work. 

This involved visiting patients at the Emerald hospital for chats with other members of 

Vinnies. John‟s Christian faith was very important to him all through his life. I am sure he is 

reaping the rewards of that already. 

Over the last couple of years as John‟s health deteriorated, a team of family members and 

carers enable John to remain at Codenwarra, a place he deeply loved. We thank all for their 

care and attention. Special thanks must go to our brother, Robin, who was not only his great 

mate, but also in later years his primary carer. He made John's last years happy and 

memorable. 

You closed your eyes and went to sleep..      You quietly left us all.” 



The Celebration of the life of Daniel Kevin Sullivan  

 

Daniel Kevin Sullivan was born at Emerald on 12
th
 

August 1952 the son of Denny and Moya Sullivan of 

“Turkey Creek” Springsure. Danny‟s early primary 

schooling was at the Springsure Convent and was 

eventually enrolled at St Brendan‟s on the 28
th
 January 

1964 at the early age of twelve. Brendan‟s at that time 

had an enrolment of 246 boarders and 35 day boys. 

Most of the original buildings were still in place with 

the exception of the senior dorm, destroyed by fire in 

1959, the new classroom 

block had been opened in 

1955 and the Jackson Dormitory had been completed in 1961. 

All this must have been strange for Dan after his early quiet 

life on the land at Talagai outside Capella, where the family 

had moved. 

In 1964 the Dux of Grade VII was awarded to Dan also the 

Christian Doctrine prize. In other academic fields in 1967 

Daniel was successful in passing the Junior University 

External Examination with Bs. in English and German, As. in 

Maths. A & B, As. in Science A & B and Cs. in Latin and 

Geography. 

In the sporting field Dan 

was a keen cricketer and footballer. In 1964 he was in the 

Under 13s Cricket team and in 1967 was a successful 

bowler in the Under 14s particularly in a game against 

CBC Rockhampton. In 1966 he played for the 7st 7lbs 

Rugby 13s with the team winning 9 of the 10 games 

played. The following year Dan received the award for 

the best Back in the Under 14s. In the athletics in 1965 it 

is recorded he was successful in winning the U/13 Hop 

Step and Jump with a jump of 30ft.2½ ins.  

Having a keen interest in sport it is no wonder that such an interest carried over to 

community activities after leaving St Brendan‟s. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Back Row:—T. Kirwin, F. Owbridge, R. Martin, E. Ivers, M. Murphy, B. McKendry, R. Prange, I. 

Collingwood  
Centre Row:—G. Heye, B. Brown, G. Gowdie, D. Sullivan, P. Dayes, M. Conway, P. Conway, R. 

Bongioletti  
Front Row:—A. Sorrenson, J. Otto, J. Kane, G. Kramer, M. Galvin, C. Rackham, G. McCrae, J. 

Russell, D. Coles 
 

Life was a busy one for Dan after his return to the family grazing property of cattle 

and farming at Capella. Over the years adjoining properties of Humberston and Old 

Malvern were acquired. 

In the sporting arena Dan played football and cricket as a member of the Capella 

Team, winning many a completion over the years. Retirement from playing did not mean 

the end, but a new field in coaching and involvement in the many other community 

activities. 

In 1980 Dan‟s life changed with his marriage to Helen Mayne of Springsure. The 

marriage was blessed with three children Kate, Kirk and Glenn. Both Kirk and Glenn, like 

their father, did their secondary schooling at St Brendan‟s and both returned to the land. 

Denny died suddenly from a cardiac arrest at home at Talakai in the early hours of Sunday, 

14
th
 August. This was a great shock to the community as he and Helen had only been at the 

Capella Deb Ball the previous night. 

Some indication of the esteem in which he was held was demonstrated in the huge number 

attending the funeral service at St Joseph‟s Capella to give thanks for Dan‟s life. Certainly, 

there was a big mustering of the Sullivan and Daniel‟s Clan from all parts of the Central 

Highlands especially the Springsure region.  

The service was presided over by Fr Mark. The story of his father‟s life was given by Glen, 

who paid tribute to his contribution to the community which he had served so well and in 

such a dedicated fashion. 

 

 



 

 

Trevor Timothy Cunningham 

Trevor was 

born in 

Rockhampton 

on the 18
th

 

December 

1930 and 

spent his 

childhood 

years at 

“Avoca”, 

Lion 

Mountain. 

In 1944 

Trevor 

entered St 

Brendan‟s 

starting in 

Grade 6 and finally Junior in 1947. Trevor was a frequent writer for the era at a time, when 

Br Jackson was Rector and other Brothers on the Staff were McKennariey, Fitzpatrick, 

Duffy, Dillon, O‟Ryan, Le Breton and O‟Carrigan. 

On leaving St Brendan‟s Trevor joined one of the early Banks and relieved all around 

Queensland. In 1953 Trevor‟s father drew a block near Dirranbandi and in time Trevor 

joined him at “Honeycomb”, the new property. Later Trevor acquired “Wirranenna”, St 

George. Here Trevor was to live until 1995 moving to “Idanoh”, Nobby, Greenmount 

District near Toowoomba. 

Trevor always enjoyed receiving the “Bindi-Eye” and over the years had written a couple of 

articles about his time at St Brendan‟s. He attended a couple of Reunions at the Irish Club in 

Brisbane until his health failed and the bus trip became too much. Trevor passed away 

peacefully at the Clifton Cooperative Hospital on the 12th September 2016.   

We are grateful to Isla Cunningham for the above and offer our deepest sympathy on the loss 

of her husband. 

 



 

Paul Forrester 

On Wednesday 26th October very shortly after his final admission to the hospital, Paul 

Forrester lost his battle against multiple cancers. The sum of his years had reached 79.  

The Psalms allot 80 years „to those who are 

strong‟, but then comments that most of our time 

is spent in empty pursuits. Paul‟s story, as 

recounted at his 2nd November funeral would 

suggest the Psalmist at odds with this reality on 

both counts. 

Labor Party members, Canterbury Bulldogs‟ 

supporters along with old boys of St Laurence‟s 

and St Brendan‟s joined wife, Moira, four 

daughters, extended family and friends to lay 

Paul to rest. St Laurence‟s Seniors sang his spirit 

home. 

 

Among the St Brendan‟s mourners were Ted 

Neville, Br Steve Grundy, Terry Hansen, Brett 

Hansen, Mark Petrie, Casey Bromilow, Ross 

and Troy Aldridge.  

Paul served St Brendan‟s as Teacher and 

Boarding Parent to the Seniors in Wallace 

Residence. He came for one year after 25 years 

at St Laurence‟s in Brisbane; but he stayed. It 

took nine years for St Brendan‟s to turn this 

urban dweller into „Rodeo Supremo‟, 

complete with swag set under cattle trucks, and Confidant for Western parents and 

their sons. The transformation was a reciprocal blessing. 

Paul‟s stance as the bigoted Catholic ex-Christian Brother provided the comedy in every 

yarn that was shared. But there was lasting poignancy when Peter Daly told of his last 

hospital visit to an unconscious Paul. As Peter tip-toed from the silent room, Paul roused 

enough to call him back for a last request: “You won’t forget me, will you?” 

Paul was born in Sydney and received his early education at Christian Brothers College, 

Lewisham.  

Tribute by Br Steve Grundy 

 

 

 

 

 



Valedictory Mass                                         November 18 th 

St Brendan‟s College  

 

 

     CLASS of 2016 



Ahmat  Solomon  BADU ISLAND 
Anderson Elijah  GRACEMERE 
Armstrong Damian  ST LAWRENCE 
Ashton  Jesse  BARALABA 
Aylward-Napier Kane  YEPPOON 
Baade  Dean  GLADSTONE 
Bibby  Rhys  BUNGUNDARRA 
Biles  Rhys  COMET 
Billman  Joel  YEPPOON 
Broadfoot Tim  YEPPOON 
Brosnan  Flynn  EMU PARK 
Buchanan Lachlan  GLADSTONE 
Burgess  Fynn  TAROOMBALL 
Busby  Paddy  YEPPOON 
Callaghan Bryn  YEPPOON 
Callow  Jack  BILOELA 
Carsburg-Bateman Liam  MULAMBIN 
Cavanagh Josh  GLENLEE 
Champion Jarrod  LONGREACH 
Cherrett  Nathan  ZILZIE 
Chittick  Dylan  BILOELA 
Clanfield  Matt  YEPPOON 
Colgrave  Timothy  YEPPOON 
Collins  Samuel  YEPPOON 
Conway  Zachary  URRAWEEN 
Copping  Peter  ROLLESTON 
Darr  Tristan  YEPPOON 
Delforce  Josh  TAMBO 
Dorante  Santiago  THURSDAY IS 
Doyle  Kejanu  GRACEMERE 
Edwards  Benjamin  YEPPOON 
Edwards  Mitchell  REDLYNCH 
Elisala  Ray  DAUAN ISLAND 
Eniffer  Bryce  FRENCHVILLE 
Flintham  Ryan  TANNUM SANDS 
Frater  Toby  ANDERGROVE 
Fridolf  Zane  LAMMERMOOR 
Gallagher  Michael  YEPPOON 
Gangemi  Callum  THANGOOL 
Gangemi  Thomas  THANGOOL 
Gardiner  Ethan  LAMMERMOOR 
Gardner  Kyle  YEPPOON 
Gibson  Morgan  HOPEVALE 
Gibson  Kristian  YEPPOON 
Green  Joshua  YEPPOON 
Hammond Zaine  CALLIOPE 
Harris  Colton  BYFIELD 
Harte  Benjamin  LAMMERMOOR 
Haydock  Nicholas  EMU PARK 
Howard  Lok  TAMBO 
Jackson  Ethan  YEPPOON 
Jackson  Quinn  YEPPOON 
Jamrik  Joshua  YEPPOON 
Jedrzejewski Joshua  YEPPOON 
Jeffery  Noah  YEPPOON 
Jukes  Christopher EROMANGA 
Kearnan  Jake  GLEN EDEN 
Kris  Wilson  MOA ISLAND 
Larsen  Benn  BILOELA 
Laurance  Corey  GLADSTONE   
Leach  Travis  YEPPOON 
Leah  River  EMU PARK 
Leo  Travis  YEPPOON 
Lindel  Dyllan  YEPPOON 
Louis  Jimmie  BANGALEE 
Maher  Steven  YEPPOON 
Marshal l Caleb  YEPPOON 
Martin-Hall Bailey  ISLE OF CAPRI 
Mays  Braidon  INGHAM 
McDougall Tristan  EMU PARK 

McLachlan Jarrod  PARKHURST 
Messer  Storm  YEPPOON 
Miller  Reagan  YEPPOON 
Moon  Carwyn  MORANBAH 
Moran  Jordon  BYFIELD 
Neagle  David  YEPPOON 
Neville  Alexander RAPID CREEK 
O'Brien  Connor  YEPPOON 
O'Chin  Ardin  WOORABINDA 
Paki  Will  EMERALD 
Pattie  Jack  MONTO 
Pearson  Beau  YEPPOON 
Pummell  Jonathon  EMU PARK 
Pyle  Blake  EMERALD 
Rankin  Raymond  WOORABINDA 
Reitano  Kaidyn  MT ISA 
Rennick  Carney  CHINCHILLA 
Sandilands Caiden  ROCKHAMPTON 
Schneider Mac  YEPPOON 
Searles  Jesse  YEPPOON 
Shambrook Benn  YEPPOON 
Simpson  Baye  KINKA BEACH 
Simpson  Clay  WOODBURY 
Slack  Jackson  EMERALD 
Smales  Thomas  YEPPOON 
Smith  Khye  TAROOMBALL 
Soki  Tupoa  SEISIA 
Sounantha Jonathan  YEPPOON 
Steel  Ashley  MOURA 
Stewart  Oliver  YEPPOON 
Sutton  Jack  IRON POT 
Szepanowski Tyler  MORANBAH 
Thomasson Campbell  YEPPOON 
Timms  Clifford  CASUARINA 
Tindale-Smith Regan  MORVEN 
Tougher  Kane  YEPPOON 
Trueman  Kieran  YEPPOON 
Tuivasa  Leti  YEPPOON 
Tydd  Cooper  YEPPOON 
Tydd  Riley  YEPPOON 
Vale  Jackson  YEPPOON 
Van Zanden Jacob  EMERALD 
Vidler  James  INJUNE 
Walker  Fletcher  CLERMONT 
Walker  Hayden  TANNUM SANDS 
Warusam Jordon  CAIRNS 
Watkins-Welfare Rhys  YEPPOON 
Weir  Jimi  AGNES WATER 
White  Jessie  YEPPOON 
Wilkie  Paddy  BILOELA 
Williams  Jack  BONDOOLA 
Wills  Jordan  WINTON 
Woellner  Julian  BANGALEE 
Wolff  Remy  YEPPOON 
Young  Jordan  ROCKHAMPTON 



Bindi-Eye Publication. 

 

Have you a story to tell?   Achievements,   Graduations,   Marriages,   Sporting Events,   

Reunions etc. 

All it takes is a page or two or a photo! 

 

 

One of the easiest ways to assist is to send your current e-mail address if you have not done 

so already. When the Bindi-Eye is downloaded on the website you will be notified. Check 

the College Website for other information. 

With the printing of the newsletter at the college and more able to download the publication 

from the web site, costs will be reduced greatly compared with the present Postage of $1.90.   

 

The Newsletter can be opened on the Web site:  www.sbc.qld.edu.au  

Open and under Our Community find Old Boys Association.  

  

The present postal mailing will continue for those who prefer it.  

If you can assist in anyway please forward your contribution to:  

 

St Brendan‟s College, 139 Adelaide Park Road, YEPPOON 4703  

 

 

 

 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS  
 

Visa   Master Card    Credit Card  

 

Number __________________________________ 

 

Cardholder‟s Name: ___________________________ 

 

 

Expiry Date: _____ / _____  

 

 

Amount $ _____________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sbc.qld.edu.au/


 

 

Current Address  

 

Recently, the old Database of the Old Boys was transferred to school based system (TASS), 

so there may be problems for a while.  

Quite a number of e-mails are out of date! Of the 450 e-mailed out last May well over a third 

were rejected and over100 letters were returned UNKNOWN! 

            

Please make sure your postal or e-mail address is current and notify the College of any 

changes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  ADDRESS             PLEASE PRINT 

 

Name:  _______________________________________ 

  

Address:  _______________________________________  

 

 _______________________________________  

 

Post Code:  _______________________________________  

 

Phone   _______________________________________  

 

E-mail:   _______________________________________ 

 

 


