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From the Pen of the Principal, Nick Scully
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

104 St Brendan’s College Year 12 young men celebrated their
Valedictory last Friday, taking part in a graduation Mass,
ceremony and College farewell and reflecting on the
brotherhood and mateship of the College before they step
into the world as young adults. While graduation day is at the
forefront of their minds now, in a matter of weeks they will
step onto various paths to lead them to different careers and
opportunities for the future.

With many planning to study at university and follow
professional careers, there are also many with apprenticeships,
trades and agricultural careers on their minds, and the St
Brendan’s College academic offering reflects these divergent
futures.

The recent College Awards Night saw the two major awards
go to students with two varied future paths: 2017 Dux of the
College was awarded to day student Flynn Berry who attained
five subject prizes and was awarded the highest mark, a
VHA10, in five of his six subjects; and 2017 Vocational
Education and Training (VET) Student of the Year went to Daniel
McNamara, a boarder from Blackall, who excelled in his senior
program ranking the highest in his vocational certificates;
Certificate II Engineering in Pathways, Certificate II in Furniture
Making Pathways and Certificate I in Construction. Flynn will
move to the Gold Coast in 2018 on a 50 per cent Bond
University Excellence Scholarship to study a Bachelor of
Actuarial Science. “I love maths, so I was looking for a career
that led from that and actuarial science which studies maths,
risk assessment and finance was something you can apply
to real-world scenarios,” Flynn said. For Daniel McNamara, a
boarder who came to the College in Year 11 from Blackall,
his interest in welding and construction and football, saw him
settle in quickly to the College. “It only took me about three
weeks to settle in as I got to know the other students well in
dorm, playing football and in classes,” Dan said. “I liked welding

and construction so I chose the certificate subjects as I knew
they’d help me in future,” he said. Soon after graduation, Daniel
will interview for a boiler-making apprenticeship on the Central
Highlands for 2018.

College DuxCollege Dux
Flynn BerryFlynn Berry

VET Student of the YearVET Student of the Year
Daniel McNamaraDaniel McNamara

We hope our students leave our College with fond memories
and will call on the brotherhood and belonging of our College
in future years. We also wish them well in their future and hope
their education and life skills learnt at the College will support
them as they move into the world as proud St Brendan’s
College men.

On a different note, we hope that our staffing arrangements
for 2018 are finalised. Teaching staff numbers are based on
enrolments and we hope these are settled. With this said, if
you are aware of families who may not have submitted their
enrolment application yet, please encourage them to do so
urgently as it becomes very difficult to employ another teacher
over the Christmas break.
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To conclude, I thank you all as I conclude my time as Principal. I
have included a farewell in the College Annual so I won’t repeat
it in this newsletter. I have been blessed to be a part of St
Brendan’s family for a number of years. I sincerely wish you
and your families a joy filled, safe and restful Christmas holiday
period.

Best wishes
Nick Scully

Back to School 2018
As the 2017 school year draws to a close it is important to
remind families of some subtle changes to the College uniforms
next year. In 2015 the college introduced a new jumper the
woollen V-neck pull over/ vest and began to phase out the
green polar fleece. As of 2018, the only winter garments
allowed as a part of the uniform will be the College tracksuit top
and woollen pullover. Please be mindful of this when purchasing
uniform for your sons. In addition, the College is in the process
of phasing in the gold striped tie as the permanent College tie.
As such, all students are expected to have a gold striped tie in
2018.

It is time to place your order for your child’s bookpack for
Back to School 2018. Stationery can be purchased from the
St Brendan’s bookshop (please see Uniform Shop Times
attached), or through our online external provider. To order
please go to the link below or click on the link on the St
Brendan’s website via the link below:

http://www.campion.com.au/

http://www.sbc.qld.edu.au/

If you have any queries please call the Campion Education
parent’s Help Line on 07 3146 3999.
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Finance News

Middle School News
The following links maybe of interest to families, the Youth
Beyond Blue organisation have devised an app to help
teenagers manage their mental health.
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https://www.youthbeyondblue.com/help-someone-you-know/t
hecheckin

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/beyondblue-app-helps-you
ng-check-in-with-each-other-to-keep-exam-stress-at-bay-201
71105-gzf57l.html

Senior School News
The College community farewelled the graduating class of 2017
last Friday. The Mass and accompanying graduation ceremony
contained the usual fanfare, commencing with a procession of
the Year 12 students into the Chapel for the last time. Without
question, the highlight of the celebration was the Parent
Address delivered by the mothers of the three College
Captains. Kylie Hedges, Jennifer Thorn and Eugenia
Lehmann’s heart felt words beautifully encapsulated the trials,
hopes and wishes of all parents as they navigate through this
period of transition with their sons. The day concluded with an
informal lunch and drinks in the Chapel forecourt garden. The
senior class of 2017 should be commended for the way they
conducted themselves in their final few weeks at the College,
as they leave with our prayers and best wishes.

Identity News
‘This time of year of year is always special in the area of
Identity in the college. It is the time of year we start to reflect
on the important aspects of lives, and consider how we have
contributed to lives of those around us in the past year. This
was clearly shown in the celebration of the Year 12 Valedictory
Mass. I’d like to thank all those who worked tirelessly to make
this event such a great success. This time of year is also a
time when we ponder how we can further give to those who
may not be as privileged as we are. This is no more evident
in the amount of gifts that have gathered under the ‘Vinnies’
Christmas Tree in the Year Level Coordinators foyer. It is
wonderful to see the generosity of so many, made visible
through this initiative. I thank Mrs Tracey Deasy for her ongoing
work around this project. On a final note ‘all good things must
come to end’, and so I take this opportunity to thank all those
I have worked with at St Brendan’s over the past seven years.
Whilst I look forward to all that lies ahead in my new role in
Northern NSW, I will miss St Brendan’s College, and I’ll be ever
thankful for time I have had in this wonderful college. I wish
Shane Peers all the best as he take on the role of AP Identity in
2018’.

Mr Blair McWhinney
AP - Identity

Manual Arts News
On behalf of the Manual Arts Team, we thank Shane Peers
for the dedication and professional approach he has shown
over the past year. He has managed the myriad of tasks that
this position entails very competently. He has been instrumental
in establishing many new initiatives as well as keeping the
department running smoothly and safely. We wish him the best

of luck in his new position as Assistant Principal - Identity at St
Brendan's College.

Sports News

Water Polo

Our term 4 water polo season wrapped up Monday night with
an exciting night for our junior team. The boys played their last
game of the round and finished top of their pool going through
undefeated in the 7 rounds.

A convincing win over TCC in the quarter finals had the boys
progress to the semi-final. This was a nail biter! The end of
regular time had the game tied 2 all so the boys set up for
a shoot-out. A very nervous keeper and 5 shooters kept the
game alive for another 6 shots but unfortunately the Grammar
Black team got up by one.

The boys then took to water again for the 3rd vs 4th playoff
– after such disappointment in the previous game they did not
waver. They came out hard and were able to defeat Grammar
Red team by 1. This put them into 3rd place for the season – a
great result from a team with several players new to the game
this term.

I would like to thank Mrs Fiona Johnson for coaching the boys
this year – the improvement in all players this year was evident
last night in their defence play and attacking formations. I look
forward to next year when several of the boys will attend trials
for the Capricornia team.

Proudly supporting St Brendan’s College SportProudly supporting St Brendan’s College Sport

Career Corner
In the previous newsletter I discussed
careers in The Arts. Today will be on
Primary Industries and Environment.

Careers in Primary Industries cover all the
Agricultural Science, Rural Science,
Zoology, Horticultural Science, Vet nurse
and similar areas. Due to the technical
nature of rural living today, a sound

scientific knowledge is no burden to carry when maintaining
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large acreage. Careers can also encompass advisory roles
such as agronomist with banks, newspapers and television,
rural supply companies and other associated industries.
Zoologists can work with large or small animals, native or
exotic, usually in zoos or parks. Pre-requisites may include
English and either Chemistry or Biology, although often none
are required. There are also many careers in this area without
the need for a university degree, many involving experience in
the desired area, technology or sales.

Environmental issues are a mushrooming sector. Diverse
careers such as Bio-security, National Park Management,
Environmental Law, Wilderness Area Management, town
planning, mining leases, water run-off, pollution, emission
gasses, etc all come under this banner. Environmental Science
will often work well as part of a double degree, usually with law,
finance or business.

Possible employment areas may be:

The school has subscribed to a great web site: My Career
Advisor, which allows all students and their parents to log on
to for help with subject selection, career advice, universities,
getting a job, etc. User name: sbc.qld.edu.au Password:
sbc4703 Have a look at it, there is great information and links
to other sites.

Next newsletter I will discuss careers in Business, Law and
Tourism.

Sue Waddell
waddells@sbc.qld.edu.au

Date Claimers

23rd
November

End of Term 4. School concludes at
3.00pm

22nd January
2018

New Boarders Arrive / Current Boarders
Return

New student induction

23rd January
2018

Classes commence for Term 1

16th February
2018

Student Free Day (Boarders Weekend)

19th February
2018

Senior Commitment Mass / House
Swimming Carnival

12th March
2018

Cross Country

15th March
2018

Discovery Day

29th March
2018

End of Term 1

Term Dates for 2017
Term 4: 3rd October to 23rd November

Online Uniform Shop

St Brendan’s College uniform ordering is now available
online!

Visit our website page via the link below:

http://www.sbc.qld.edu.au/

Eddies Van

• Marine Environmentalist

• Environmental Scientist

• Conservationist

• Horticulturist

• Agronomist

• Fishery Compliance Officer

• Veterinary Officer

• Environmental Manager

• Aquaculture

• Agriculturist

• Veterinary Nurse

• Rural Scientist

• Zoologist

• Park Ranger

• Greenkeeper

• Bio-security Officer
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