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From the Pen of the Principal, Nick Scully
Dear Members of the St Brendan’s College Community

Showcase

I would like to thank the boys for a wonderful night of
entertainment last Wednesday evening. The Showcase was a
huge success. Many had the opportunity to showcase their
talent, and the House Choirs attempted to showcase talent.
Congratulations to Duhig for taking out the overall Annual
House championship. Thank you to Mr Jorgensen and his team
for coordinating the event. Thanks to so many parents for
coming along and supporting the boys. Finally, thanks to Ronan
Stamm, Year 12 student, for making me laugh when I really
needed to laugh.

Rodeo

St Brendan’s had a great representation at both Young Guns
rodeo on Friday night, and Top Guns “Tough Enough To Wear
Pink” rodeo on Saturday night. Saturday night was the Girls
Grammar annual fundraiser for Breast Cancer. It was a sell out
with 1300 people, and plenty of people who couldn’t get in.

Stand out performances for Friday night were;

Saturday Night in front of a huge crowd;

Quite a few other boys also competed over the two nights.
Congratulations to all the boys.

Mr Nick Scully
Principal

St Brendan’s College Expo and
Orientation Day

• Lawson Jeynes – 1st place Bareback Bronc Ride

• Logan Beak – 1st place Open Steer Ride.

• Jackson Grey had two bulls to ride in the Jnr Bulls on
Friday night, and covered both for a score. He placed
1st and 3rd.

• Brady Fielder placed second in the Junior/Rookie Bull
Rides

• Jacob Carige placed in the Poddy Ride.

• Logan Beak – 1st place Open Steer Ride.

• Jackson Grey – 1st place Junior Bull Ride.

• Brady Fielder – narrowly beaten into 2nd place in the
Rookie Bull Ride.
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Middle School News
A recent article by parenting and resilience specialist Maggie
Dent provides some interesting thoughts on the nature of boys
and computer games. I hope you find it helpful and informative.
This article was originally published on the Generation Next blog
and can be accessed below.

https://www.generationnext.com.au/2017/10/
boys-gaming-finding-balance/

Boys and Gaming: Finding the Balance

Gaming on a computer or device is a wildly popular pastime for
kids in Australia. In fact, 94 per cent of children between 6 and
15 play games and, while girls are fast gaining on them, gaming
still remains more popular with boys.

It seems that although (almost) everybody’s doing it, a lot of
parents feel unsure about how to negotiate gaming in their
households. School holidays certainly bring the issue to the
fore, as many families resort to the digital babysitter, and finding
a balance between Minecraft and the rest of life can feel like a
full-time job.

Recently I’ve been contacted by several mums, in particular
mums of boys, who say they have strict rules about time limits
and content. However, they ask, “Am I being paranoid or just
plain unreasonable to want to limit the time my boys spend
gaming, especially violent games?”

Boys can become very angry towards their parents when they
have their gaming time limited. My sons behaved in similar
ways around Nintendo when they were young, and they weren’t
happy that I banned access until the weekend.

I also monitored to keep them away from games that used
senseless violence and other morally unsavoury activities like
stealing, verbal abuse or destruction of property. Later they
told me they would play these games at other people’s houses
anyway, but at least at home they had a healthy balance.

Boys tend to display a few characteristics that can lead them
to being competitive, more physical, more impulsive and more
prone to hunting dopamine, which is the fun, focused, engaged
neuro-transmitter, the ‘feel good’ brain chemical.

The reasons for this are varied, but basically our boys are
socialised into behaving this way; perhaps that’s because this
expectation goes all the way back to a time when the male role
was to protect and hunt for food. Genetics, hormones, brain
development, cultural expectations, the way boys are treated
compared to girls; each of these factors come into play.

A research paper put together by the Young and Well CRC
shows general differences in the types of games girls and boys
choose: “Girls expressed a preference for puzzle, role play, and
platform games, whereas boys preferred games which involved
action such as racing games, sports games, and beat and
shoot ’em ups.”

Boys are potentially more at risk of becoming addicted to
gaming because playing triggers that ‘competitive’ reward
system in the brain by releasing ‘squirts’ of dopamine as they
pit themselves against adversaries — something they seem

generally driven to do, and something their game preferences
reflect.

– Maggie Dent

Identity News

MDA Work and Welcome

In term 3 this year, we welcomed our third participant of the
MDA Work and Welcome program. This program provides
opportunity for a refugee settling into Australia to gain work
experience in a professional environment. As part of this they
receive a wage to supplement the work they are doing. This
is fully funded by staff of the company/school hosting the
participant through individual contribution. At St Brendan’s
College this year, we welcomed Mr Satkuruthevan (Devon)
Vadivel Originally from Sri Lanka. Devon fled his home country
in September 2012 for fear of this life. Arriving in Australia
by boat, Devon stayed in three detention camps before being
granted a bridging visa to settle in Rockhampton. Since this
time Devon has volunteered Leinster Place retirement home,
and been had an MDA Work and Welcome placement at
Emmaus College. Devon’s time at St Brendan’s has provided
him the opportunity to participate in various classroom
situations, as well as help in the agriculture and Maintenance
areas of the College. It has been a great privilege to have Devon
present at the college. It is hoped the program will continue into
the future. I would like to thank Ms Terrina Bailey, Mrs Jackie
Russell and all those teachers involved for the work they have
contributed to make this program a great success’.

Queen Street Kindy Visit

Yr7 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Dancers receiving certificatesYr7 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Dancers receiving certificates
of appreciation for their outstanding performance andof appreciation for their outstanding performance and

interaction with Queen St Kindy kids during term3.interaction with Queen St Kindy kids during term3.
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Tennyson Paul at Queen St KindyTennyson Paul at Queen St Kindy

Deadly Learning

On 18th October, Year 10 indigenous students attended
Deadly Learning, conducted by Shelley Major from Careers
and Pathways with DCEO Rockhampton. Year 10 Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Island students from the local diocese were
addressed by past indigenous students, CQ University, and
future employers at Dreamtime Cultural Centre.

Tyla Hankin, Blaine Saltner, Jett Hill, Mauga Nona, Dion O’ChinTyla Hankin, Blaine Saltner, Jett Hill, Mauga Nona, Dion O’Chin
and John Passiand John Passi

Eddie Rice Camp

Any students interested in attending the camp can email
campscq@edmundrice.org or see Ms. Dadson in the
counsellors office.

Breast Cancer Awareness Day
“On 25th October, students will be encouraged to wear pink
as a way to raise awareness for Breast Cancer. Please ensure
boys bring a gold coin donation on the day, and all funds will
go towards breast cancer research. Students must be in school
uniform with their choice of pink attire added, or alternatively
can be in free dress if they are predominantly wearing pink.
Students must also be wearing closed in shoes and shirts with
sleaves (no thongs or singlets).

St Vincent’s Christmas Appeal
It’s that time of year again. St Brendan’s are collecting
donations for St Vinnie's. (2nd hand clothing, hamper items and
or brand new unwrapped gifts for children). If you are able to
help give people in need a brighter Christmas, please place
your items under the Christmas Tree, which is located in the
foyer of the YLC area.

Sports News
Last Thursday and Friday Ignatius Park College, Townsville
and Marist College, Emerald made their way to St Brendan’s
College as part of their annual Rugby League tours. Ignatius
Park is well known as a Rugby League powerhouse and both
their U/13 and U/14 teams were stacked with plenty of talent.
However, the St Brendan’s sides showed that there is also
plenty of talent here at the College with both teams playing
exceptionally and in turn having wins in both games.

Friday afternoon also saw our combined Yr7/8 team take on
Marist Emerald in what was a close contest for the first fifteen
minutes as both teams went try for try however the score would
eventually be 32-12 to SBC. Strong performances from Ben
Charles, Ethan Bird, Owen Pattie and Ryan Welsh paved the
way for an impressive victory. The Yr9/10 game started much
the same as the earlier game with scores locked at half-time
10-10. The boys came out with a blitz where they scored four
quick tries in the space of ten minutes to seal the game. Jett
Hill, Tristan Barron, Mauga Nona, Dalton Loram and Jack Tibbs
put in notable performances to finish the year. Well done boys
on a fantastic two days of Rugby League.
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Sports Awards

This Saturday October 28 will see the St Brendan’s College
Sports Awards recognise and congratulate students who have
excelled in their chosen sports throughout 2017. The Awards
will be held from 1:00pm in the College Chapel. The special
guest will be Mark Knowles (Australian Men’s Hockey Captain).
Mark has represented Australia at four Olympic Games winning
two Bronze and one Gold medal. Mark is one of only five
players to play over 300 games for Australia and we are excited
to hear about his journey towards the 2018 Commonwealth
Games here on the Gold Coast, Australia. A reminder that all
students must wear full formals on the day, this includes tie.

Following the Sports Awards both Sacred Heart Primary School
and St Benedict’s Primary School Year 6 students will play each
other as a lead up to the annual Old Boys vs 1St XIII fixture. The
Old Boys vs 1st XIII game will kick-off at 4:30pm in what will be
another hotly contested match with plenty of laughs and big hits
to be seen. This is a must watch game for everyone involved
with the College and there will be canteen and bar operating
throughout the afternoon.

Water Polo

Our term 4 water polo teams are off to a flying start. The
junior team remains undefeated for the first three weeks of
competition. We have happily welcomed some new players this
season and our ‘rookies’ are proving to be a valuable addition
to our team. The senior team has had two great games so far,
one loss this week to Emmaus and a hard fought game against
TCC in week 1 ending in a draw.

We are lucky once again to have Mrs Johnson volunteering her
time and expertise to coach our water polo teams this term. We
can see improvements every week in the skills and performance
of the players.

Rocky District Trials are being held next week and we have
several players attending who may be selected for the team to
trial for Capricornia. Good luck to these players.

Proudly supporting St Brendan’s College SportProudly supporting St Brendan’s College Sport

Career Corner
In the previous newsletter I discussed
Engineering and Technology careers.
Today will be on careers in Education.

The Education sector is a dynamic,
changing environment. The two most
widely known fields are Primary Teaching
and Secondary Teaching. When people
think of being teachers, they usually know if

they are more suited to teaching younger children or if they
prefer dealing with the teenage years.

Primary Teaching, which can also encompass Early Childhood,
has traditionally been a less specialised approach in that one
teacher usually takes a class for a holistic education covering
Maths, Science, English, Humanities, Technology, Sport, Art
and Music. Lately however there are moves to bring in more
specialised teachers. Now, prospective primary teachers must
have one of the recognised science subjects in their own Yr
12 result, usually one of Physics, Chemistry or Biology. Some
universities may allow Engineering Technology, Marine or
Agricultural Science but most won’t.

Secondary Teaching requires trainees to have two major
teaching areas to Year 12, so while at university trainee
teachers will take two specialist areas, perhaps Maths/Science,
or English/History. Many trainees will have PE as a teaching
area to Yr 12, but there are many PE teachers so it is the
second teaching area that will help them get a job. Areas in high
demand are Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry.

Teachers can progress in to middle-management focussing
on curriculum as Head of Department, then Deputy Principal
and Principal. Other speciality progressions can be Teacher
librarian, Counsellor, Careers and Vocational Education &
Training. Teaching requires a commitment far beyond the 8am
to 4 pm approach and many young teachers burn out early.
Therefore I do NOT recommend a straight teaching degree.
A preferred option is to do a bachelor degree in the area
of interest – Business, Technology, Science, English, etc with
an eye to developing possible teaching areas. Then, either
concurrently undertake a double degree adding on teaching,
or after graduation undertake a Graduate Diploma of Teaching
(12 – 18 months). That way, if the decision is made to leave
teaching then the student has a full degree in their area of
interest to fall back on.

Other off-shoots from teaching can be TESOL (Teaching
English as a Second Language Overseas), TAFE teacher,
university lecturer (a teaching degree is not necessarily needed),
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Policy making with the Government and NGO
(Non-Government Worker) overseas.

The school has subscribed to a great web site: My Career
Advisor, which allows all students and their parents to log on
to for help with subject selection, career advice, universities,
getting a job, etc.

User name: sbc.qld.edu.au
Password: sbc4703

Have a look at it, there is great information and links to other
sites.

Next newsletter I will discuss the Arts.

Regards
Sue Waddell
Ph: 07 49399423
waddells@sbc.qld.edu.au

Date Claimers

24th - 26th October Year 8 Music Tour

25th October Breast Cancer Fundraiser – wear
pink (free dress day) Gold coin
donation

4th November 2018 Orientation Day

Awards Night

10th - 16th November Yr 12 Exam Block and Study
Release

17th November Valedictory Day

20th - 23rd November Yr 7 – 11 Exam Block. Study
Release for Yr 11 Students ONLY

23rd November End of Term 4. School concludes
at 3.00pm

Term Dates for 2017
Term 4: 3rd October to 23rd November

English Tutorials

English tutorials - 3.10pm – 4.00pm every Thursday in C2.

Come along and receive help with class work, assessments,
or general spelling, reading and comprehension.

Speaking Skills tutoring - 3.10pm – 4.00pm Tuesdays in C4.
Hate public speaking? Struggle with presentation tasks?

Come along and practise the tricks of the trade to help build
your speaking skills!

Humanities Tutorials

What: for help with Business, Geography and History
classwork, homework and assignments
When: Tuesdays 3.05pm – 4.00pm
Where: Library

Homework Club
Students are able to attend Homework Club Monday to
Thursday from 3pm – 4pm in the Learning Support Office
(downstairs in C Block).

Online Uniform Shop

St Brendan’s College uniform ordering is now available
online!

http://www.sbc.qld.edu.au/about.php?id=70

Uniform Shop Hours
Monday - 7.15am - 10.45am
Wednesday - 3pm - 5.30pm
Friday - 7.15am - 10.45am

Eddies Van
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Community Notices

6


	From the Pen of the Principal, Nick Scully
	Showcase
	Rodeo
	Stand out performances for Friday night were;
	Saturday Night in front of a huge crowd;


	St Brendan’s College Expo and Orientation Day
	Middle School News
	Boys and Gaming: Finding the Balance

	Identity News
	MDA Work and Welcome
	Queen Street Kindy Visit
	Deadly Learning
	Eddie Rice Camp

	Breast Cancer Awareness Day
	St Vincent’s Christmas Appeal
	Sports News
	Sports Awards
	Water Polo

	Career Corner
	Date Claimers
	Term Dates for 2017
	English Tutorials
	Humanities Tutorials
	Homework Club
	Online Uniform Shop
	Uniform Shop Hours
	Eddies Van
	Community Notices

