
Port of Cairns Wharf Upgrade

Cairns Shipping Development Project

Creating value for Cairns 
and the region

The Port of Cairns is one of the top four cruise ship destinations in the country 
and the industry is growing both in Australia and globally. 

To cater for this growth, Ports North has been overseeing the Cairns Shipping 
Development Project which is deepening and widening the shipping channel 
to allow increasingly popular larger cruise ships, up to 300m in length, to safely 
enter Trinity Inlet. 

The $127 million Project also includes upgrading wharves 1-6 to improve the 
Port’s capacity to berth these larger ships at the Cairns Cruise Liner Terminal and 
cater to the thousands of visitors they will bring to the region.



ABOUT THE UPGRADE
Existing wharves 1-6 are heritage-listed structures with the majority built more than 100 years 
ago.  These wharves will be upgraded to accommodate the increased ship sizes that will soon 
be berthing in the Port of Cairns.  Ports North engaged heritage and wharf design experts to 
develop an innovative design that insets a series of independent dolphin berthing structures 
into wharves 1-5.  A new concrete jetty will be constructed along the front of wharf 6 to 
replace the decayed timber structure.  A portion of the old wharf 6 will be retained and the 
structure revealed for heritage and interpretive purposes.  The design has received all heritage 
approvals and is in keeping with the existing heritage wharf sheds.

The upgrade will cost $20 million and will be carried out by Austral Construction, an Australian-
based company which has undertaken significant marine works throughout Australia, 
including in Cairns - at the Navy and for Ports North projects such as the Marina Wave Barrier 
and Reef Fleet Marina Finger Wharves
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WILL THE WHARVES REMAIN OPERATIONAL?
The available wharf space will be restricted during the construction and while there will be 
some disruptions, the wharves will continue to operate.  We will continue to service all of our 
customers and have included all known shipping movements in our planning.  Some schedule 
changes at ports are inevitable, however, so we ask customers to stay in contact and we will do 
our best to accommodate requests and keep everyone informed of any changes.

Undertaking a wharf upgrade project while maintaining ongoing use of the wharves  and 
adjacent uses is a challenging project and Ports North would like to acknowledge all of the 
assistance to date from our port users who have been very accommodating and supportive of 
the project.  



For more information on the Cairns Shipping Development Project visit the Ports North website on 

www.portsnorth.com.au

facebook.com/portsnorth/

instagram.com/portofcairns/

twitter.com/portsnorth

CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS
For nearby port customers, tenants, residents and other businesses, the upgrade to the 
wharves will create some construction noise and vibration impacts, mostly generated through 
pile driving.

Due to the upgrades being carried out on heritage-listed wharf structures and adjacent to the 
Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area, a high level of control, regard to the environment 
and absolute compliance with strict, comprehensive heritage and environmental approval 
conditions is required.

HOW WILL IMPACTS BE MANAGED?
Austral Construction is responsible for the management of construction noise and vibration 
generated from the upgrade works and the company has in place detailed management plans 
and strategies to ensure impacts are kept to a minimum.  Below are the types of mitigation 
measures Austral Construction will be implementing for the project.

• Wharf construction, including piling activities, will be limited to the hours of 6.30am to 
18.30pm Monday to Saturday (except where it is either impractical or unsafe to stop the 
works). Minor works unlikely to result in audible noise at nearby sensitive receptors may be 
undertaken outside of the standard working hours.

• Development of noise criteria and an ongoing monitoring program will be in place 
to manage impacts in accordance with the approved Construction Environmental 
Management Plan.

• Austral plans to use its IHC Noise Reduction System (NRS), also known as sound bellows, as 
the works move closer to existing tenants.  This will minimise the noise of hydraulic piling 
hammers and hence reduce the impact to nearby sensitive receptors.  

• Muffling devices will be maintained and regularly checked on vehicles and machinery.

• A marine fauna exclusion zone will be maintained around the piling activities and continually 
monitored. Any sightings of marine creatures, such as turtles, will immediately halt piling 
activities until the zone is clear. 

WHO TO CONTACT
Ports North will be working closely with Austral Construction to ensure the wharf upgrade is 
delivered in an effective and efficient way with minimal disruption to operations and minimal 
impacts on the community.  This is a significant project for Cairns and we do appreciate 
your patience and understanding as we continue to progress with the wharf construction 
phase.  If you require further information or have any questions please contact Ports North at 
enquiries@portsnorth.com.au 
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