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We will continue to keep the community informed through regular 
updates on the Project’s progress. You can also follow us on 

facebook.com/portsnorth/

instagram.com/portofcairns/

twitter.com/portsnorth

The third and final stage of the $127 million Cairns Shipping Development Project is now underway with 
the $20 million contract for the Cairns Port Wharf Upgrade awarded to Austral Construction Pty Ltd. 

The works will upgrade the heritage wharves 1-6 to enhance their capacity to cater for cruise ships up  
to 300m in length into the future.

Ports North engaged heritage and wharf design experts to develop an innovative plan which retains  
the majority of wharves 1-5, which are more than 100 years old, by insetting a series of independent 
dolphin structures. For Wharf 6, which was built during World War II, a new concrete jetty will be 
constructed along its front to replace decayed timber. A portion  
of the old structure will be retained for heritage and interpretive  
purposes.

Austral Construction is an Australian company which has 
undertaken significant marine works throughout Australia 
including in Cairns. 

The contract for the supply of steel piles for the wharf upgrades 
was awarded to J Steel Australasia Pty Ltd on 2 July 2019 with 
the first of 2 shipments scheduled to arrive at the port in late 
September.

The Tingira Street dredge material placement site is undergoing 
some transformation now that the backhoe dredge Woomera 
is at work shifting stiff hard clays from the channel.  The hard 
clay is placed on barges which make their way down to a barge 
ramp in Smith’s Creek where the clay is loaded on to trucks and 
taken to the Tingira Street placement site.
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