
Port Stakeholder Working Group 
 

10am-11:30am, Friday 30 October 2015  
Port of Townsville Admin Meeting Room, Benwell Road 

 
MINUTES 

 

 

Present Organisation 

David Donohue  Chair (QCCN) 

Judy Newman, Ian Ferguson, Clive Berger, James Hobbs Community Reps 

Chris Wake DEHP 

Greg O’Shea, Anne Williams Glencore 

Graeme Nielsen, Mark Daniell South32 - Cannington 

Elaine Glen Sun Metals 

George Lukacs QNI 

Charlie McColl NQCC 

Patricia Elder, Ranee Crosby, Kim Gebers, Sharon Hoops POTL 

Angela Lawson TCC 

David Wainwright DSITI 

Peta Connelly TBSH 

Damien Farrington QLD Health 

  

Apologies  

Wendy Tubman NQCC 

Tracey Bauer South 32 - Cannington 

Gavin Hammond TCC 

Juliette Sperber NSS 

Agata Graham Glencore 

 

 

1. Welcome, Introductions 

David Donohue welcomed attendees and noted the apologies for the meeting. 

 

2. Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the September meeting (with DSITI amendments) were adopted unchanged. 

 

3. Port Update 

 Dust mitigation measure – 20,000sqm of the new cargo laydown area at the port has 
now been surfaced with bitumen, therefore reducing dust in the area. Line marking is 
currently underway and is expected to be completed within the next fortnight.  

 Sharon provided information to the PSWG on the Landscape Plan that is being compiled 
by the port.  The plan, which is expected in draft form in December 2015, will include 
consultation with the community and particularly residents of South Townsville.  The 
objective of the Landscape Plan is to improve the interface areas between port and 
residential areas.  

  



 

4. PSWG Public Communication 

Sharon Hoops tabled the Port Community Communication document to the group and ran 
through the key points: 

 The port has embarked on a two-pronged communication strategy: 

o To improve the community’s knowledge about what we do 

o Provide information on our “responsible neighbour” iniatives 

 Social media campaign began three weeks ago with the “Ship of the week” posting  

 Social media posts that feature mitigation strategies for emissions (air, noise, odour) 
from the port and port users will commence on Monday 9 November 

 Community newsletter (via email) will begin in January and a letterbox drop, calling 
for email subscribers, will be distributed in the second week of December in South 
Townsville, along the Strand and Magnetic Island.  

 Monthly editorial contributions in the Townsville Bulletin are currently being 
negotiated for 2016.  

 

Action: Sharon to upload Port Community Communication document to Dropbox - Done 

 

5. EHP/DSITI Update 

Chris Wake provided a briefing and Powerpoint presentation on the results of the new XAct 
monitoring equipment: 

Two months of data is now available on the website from the new monitoring equipment.  
The data is tracking “as expected” for the period, with the average of lead particles in air 
being low.  Data is noting strong correlations between events such as ship loading, and 
elevations in readings for lead in air.  It should be noted that the data has not yet been 
validated by DSITI.  More value will be gained from the instrument as time goes on for the 
department, the port and port users.   

 

Chris circulated a sample of the data tape that is used in the XAct machine. 

 

The monthly (July) air quality bulletin will be published soon. 

 

The monitoring station at Pimlico is being removed at the end of the year after a review of 
the network. This station was producing negligible reading results. A new site is currently 
being considered for this monitor.   

 

Charlie McColl queried why there appeared to be dramatic drop-offs in the data reading from 
the North Ward site each year for months at a time.  David Wainwright responded that the nil 
results were due to readings being below detection points.  “We are working to get our 
detection limits down lower.” 

 

Charlie also enquired as to whether the burning of “dirty fuel” by ships or sulphur emissions 
from cruise ships could be contributing to any contaminants in air – is this an issue for 
Townsville?  Chris Wake responded that the data had not shown any correlations. David W 
added that cruise ships have a different type of emission profile than other ships and a 
“watch this space as far is legislation is concerned” (for cruise ships). Sharon Hoops added 
that she had seen a presentation from Royal Carribean Lines in September around 
improvements in emissions and the legislation that they are subject to – will distribute to the 
group.  

 

  



Greg O’Shea (Glencore) commented that Glencore had been monitoring the results from the 
XAct monitor and believed it would be a positive tool into the future.  

 

Action: Townsville City Council to consider appropriate sites for the ex-Pimlico 
monitoring station.  

 

Action:  Sharon to insert the disclaimer wording from the monitoring website screen onto 
the PowerPoint presentation that was shown in the meeting, then upload to 
Dropbox.  

 
Action: Sharon to circulate the cruise ship environmental initiatives Powerpoint - Done 
 
Action:   David Wainwright will provide an analysis of the deposition data at the next 

PSWG meeting with a graphical presentation of the trend analysis “dust fall 
map”.  

 

 

6. Queensland Health Report 

Nil new to report. 

 

7. General Business 

 

 The group was asked to consider their view of the progress of the PSWG and “how will 
we know when we get there” in terms of achieving its purpose. 

 David Donohue commented that there was lots of good work underway by the PSWG 
but in terms of improvements of nuisance dust, that until the community saw some 
distinct improvements that it still had some way to go.  

 Judy Newman commented that particulate matter in the air is still an issue for the 
community and it would be good to be able to convince ourselves and the stakeholders 
it was safe.  

 Ian Ferguson congratulated the port on the new communication initiatives being 
instigated with the community and concurred that the PSWG was “just getting started”. 
Ian also mentioned he was still interested in the monitoring of emissions from the diesel 
trains and how this affected results.  

 Charlie commented that the group was just getting started and should press on – 
however perhaps the frequency could be reduced? 

 Greg commented that the committed to 12 months and we should stick to that, we are 
on a journey of continuous improvement.  

 The consensus in the group was that the PSWG had real value and was doing good 
work, but had a way to go. Another review will take place in April 2016 of progress.  

 

 

8. Meeting Close  

Next meeting to be held Friday 27 November at 10am. 

 

 
 
 
_________________________                                            _27/11/2015___________________ 
David Donohue, Chair     Date 
 


