
Port Stakeholder Working Group 
 

10am-11:30am, Friday 26 November 2015  
Port of Townsville Admin Meeting Room, Benwell Road 

 
MINUTES 

 

 

Present Organisation 

David Donohue  Chair (QCCN) 

Judy Newman, Ian Ferguson, Clive Berger, James Hobbs Community Reps 

Chris Wake DEHP 

Greg O’Shea, Anne Williams Glencore 

Mark Daniell South32 - Cannington 

Elaine Glen Sun Metals 

George Lukacs QNI 

Charlie McColl, Wendy Tubman NQCC 

Patricia Elder, Kim Gebers POTL 

David Wainwright DSITI 

Peta Connelly TBSH 

Damien Farrington QLD Health 

Juliette Sperber NSS 

  

Apologies  

Sharon Hoops, Ranee Crosby POTL 

Tracey Bauer, Graeme Nielsen South 32 - Cannington 

Gavin Hammond TCC 

Agata Graham Glencore 

 

 

1. Welcome, Introductions 

David Donohue welcomed attendees and noted the apologies for the meeting. 

 

2. Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the October meeting were adopted unchanged. 

 

3. Port Update – Enviro Park 

Wendy from NQQ asked if there had been any community input into the Enviro Park?  Kim 
Gebers replied there had been including planting days etc. 

Action: Ask Sharon re mailout on and provide update   

Response: The mailout is scheduled to commence this week and will be distributed to all 
addresses in North Ward, Magnetic Island and South Townsville.  

  



 

4. EHP Update 

Update on data correlation activities 

Coastguard  

George from QN asked ‘what was the average of the 28 elevated days?”  

Action:  Chris to report back 

Clive Berger asked how many days were low days? Chris responded that there were 97 
days in the period analysed, and approximately 70% of these had either no shipping or 
unfavourable wind direction. Higher readings for dust deposition at the Coast Guard site 
showed some correlation with shipping activity and wind direction. 

David Donohue asked “are these spikes concerning to DEHP?” Chris responded that the 
trend was coming down but looking at contributing factors and best way forward in terms of 
the regulation of licences.  

Question from Wendy Tubman – “did the demolition (of Berth 6/7) have any impact on 
emission readings?  Chris replied that the monitors ran as usual and EHP has not identified 
any spikes associated with the demolition project.  Greg from Glencore also added that the 
facilities (berth) were extensively cleaned before demolition.  

George Lukacs commented that “regarding continuous monitoring, refer to EPP regulations 
which have annual leverage to capture variability and are an objective not a compliance 
level. Continuous monitoring should be seen as a research component.   Chris replied 
“agreed but it has been shown as useful.” 

 

5. DSITI Update 

David Wainwright presented a PowerPoint to the group (in Dropbox). 

Wendy asked if dust levels were rising in August and September.  David W replied that “he 
would expect that with wind direction changes so that the prevailing winds are from the port.”  

This time of year has prevailing wind direction from the south-east, coupled with fresher 
winds and dry conditions for Townsville generally. 

Wendy asked if there was an explanation for ash spikes (impact of bush fires?) and when 
could we expect this data. David W said that he could get impact particulates fall out but 
wanted to check the data before it is released and uploaded to Dropbox.  

 

6. Queensland Health Report 

David Donohue asked if there was anything the group needed to be concerned about with 
regard to recent changes to blood lead level standards?  Damien Farrington replied “no”. 

 

7. General Business 

David confirmed there would be no meeting held in December. He would circulate an 
update at end December. 

Action:  David to circulate December update. 

Wendy and Charlie asked if there would be a media statement.  David replied “yes and one 
will be circulated for review.” 

Action:  David to circulate media statement and respond to media queries. 

Wendy also asked if PSWG should have a website?  David replied no funding currently 
existed for such a project and that the port website currently hosted all the Minutes from the 
PSWG meetings.  

Charlie asked about information on cattle odour suppression that was talked about at the 
last meeting.  NSS replied that there was proactive sweeping after vessels.  Kim Gebers 
stated that when the PEP (port expansion plan) was developed the port would look at 
moving some trades to the outer harbour to assist with such issues.  

Noted that both POTL and NSS had recently won major awards – POTL named “Port of the 
Year” and NSS recognised with the Environmental Transport Award at the Australian 



Shipping and Maritime Awards (and a second place in the Bulk Handling Award). PSWG 
congratulates both. 

NSS also installing 384 solar panels to increase sustainability – due 30 November. 

Clive identified an upcoming program on ABC Catalyst (Tuesday 2/12/15) dealing with blood 
lead. 

 

8. Meeting Close  

Next meeting to be held Friday 29 January at 10am. 

 
 
 
_________________________                                            _29/1/2016____________________ 
David Donohue, Chair     Date 
 


