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Courtney Aitken is an experienced Family Lawyer and Senior Associate at OSheaDyer Solicitors, 

Townsville. She was admitted in 2014 and has practiced exclusively in Family Law. Courtney is also a 

Collaboratively Trained Family Lawyer. 
 

 

What does ‘Equal Shared Parental Responsibility’ mean? 
 

It means that both parents will have a role in making decisions about major long-term issues affecting their 

children.  

What are major long-term issues?  

Some examples of major long-term issues are: 

- What school the child goes to, 

- Their religion, if any, and 

- Major health issues. For example, if the child needs an operation or receives a diagnosis, what 

treatment plan will be followed? 

 

 

‘Equal Shared Parental Responsibility’ is not about… 

 

Equal shared parental responsibility is not about the amount of time children spend with their parents.  

 

 

‘Equal Shared Parental Responsibility’ is about… 

 

It is about decision-making and means that a child’s parents must make big decisions for their children 

jointly. 

 
 

What does the Family Law Act say? 
 

Under the Family Law Act, there is a presumption that both parents will have equal shared parental 

responsibility. However, there are exceptions to this. If a parent, or a person who lives with a parent, 

has engaged in either: 

- Abuse; or 

- Family violence, 

then the other parent may have sole parental responsibility. 

A parent with sole parental responsibility can make major long-term decisions for the children, without 

requiring the consent of the other parent. 
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Agreement Between Parents 

 
Making major, long-term decisions for children is a very important job. It is understandable that 

separated parents run into hurdles from time to time when trying to agree on such big decisions for 

their children.  

For example, one parent may wish for private schooling and the other for public schooling. Or one 

parent may think it is best for their child to see a psychologist and the other parent may not agree.  

It is important that unless one parent has a Court Order that gives them sole parental responsibility, 

parents consult with each other and make major decisions together. 

If you are having difficulty reaching an agreement with your former partner or spouse, we recommend 

you seek independent legal advice. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

O’Shea Dyer Townsville has experienced lawyers 

who practice exclusively in Family Law 

Everyone’s situation is unique. 

We always recommend seeing an experienced family lawyer so you can 

discuss your situation and obtain customised advice about how this process 

specifically applies to you.  

We offer first appointments with experienced family lawyers for $220 - a low 

fixed fee so that everyone can afford to obtain advice about their situation. 

We are here to help you. 

Call us on 4772 5155 to make an appointment. 
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