
IMPORTANT DATES 

 

February 

20 Parents & Friends Meeting 

 Parent Night 

 

March 

 Ash Wednesday Mass 

 St Patrick’s Day Mass 

31 NQ Touch Trials  

April 

1 NQ Touch Trials 

May 

 GSM Transition Day  

 GSM Transition Day  

June 

 GSM Transition Day  

August 

 GSM Transition Day  

15 GSM Transition Day  
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Phone: (07) 4776 2719 

Email: ighm@tsv.catholic.edu.au 
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From the Principal … 
Dear Families 
Although we have experienced some rather hot days it has been wonderful to have the sun 
shining upon us over the past two weeks, our students have certainly enjoyed being able to 
run and play in the yard. 
 
During these very hot days we continually encourage our students to have regular drink 
breaks during play time, and to be aware how their body is feeling - if they begin to feel 
heated, or their head is sore then it is definitely time to come in out of the heat. 
 
It is essential students  have a hat on if they are outside.  Whilst we have spare hats in the 
office, these are reserved for class activities such as, going to the pool or for PE.  They are 
not for lunchtime play. Those students who have no hat for play time will remain in the 
covered area or go to the library.  We continually have a pile of lost hats each day and a 
number of regular ‘I forgot my hat’ children. 
 
It is essential students  have a hat on if they are outside.  However, the spare hats in the 
office are not for lunchtime play, they are not for students who have left their hat at home 
but need one to go to the pool or for PE.  Those students who have no hat will stay in the 
covered area or go to the library. We continually have a pile of lost hats each day and a 
number of regular ‘I forgot my hat’ children. 
I strongly encourage families to have their  child’s surname embroidered on their hats, as this 
makes it very easy to identify the owners of hats when they become misplaced. 
 
Parent Teacher Night - Thursday February  28 
As you may be aware, this year we are trying something a little different.  We are offering 
parents the opportunity to attend workshops about the different programs we use to teach 
Literacy and Numeracy throughout our school.  This week an online sign-up form was emailed 
home. This provides parents with information regarding the times of our workshops and the 
space to sign up for them.   
Following the  workshops, teachers will be running their Beginning of the Year Class 
Information sessions in your child’s classrooms. There will be 2 classroom sessions; 6:15 - 6:45 
and 6:45 - 7:15.  We look forward to welcoming many families to our Parent Information 
Night next Thursday. 
 
Parents and Friend’s Meeting - Wednesday February 20 
We will be meeting in the Staffroom at 5:30pm for our first P & F meeting for 2019. 
Our meetings usually only go for an hour. It is a great forum for families to have a say in the 
life of our school. New members are very welcome! 
 
 
 
 





  

St Vinnies Fundraising - Coloured clothes day 
Thank you to all who participated in our coloured clothes day.  The money raised will go to St Vincent De Paul who will distribute  
where needed. 
 
The first month of our school year is almost upon us, our students are becoming familiar with our routines and expectations.   
We continue to talk about how important it is to give all our best and make the most of our learning time each and every week. 
Blessing for a wonderful week ahead 
 
Paula Martin 

From the APRE ... 
Dear families, 

With our beginning of year celebrations now completed, we will go back to our regular routine of Mass on even 

weeks and Whole School Assembly on odd weeks. Gathering together as a community to pray is an important part 

of our Catholic Identity.  

This term we will focus on who we are as a Catholic school. Parents, family and friends are always most welcome to 

attend any of these events. Below is our Mass and assembly roster for Term 1: 

 

 

 

 

Ashley Connellan 
 
 

 

Week 5 6MQ Assembly: Our Motto- Faith, Mercy, Education, Hope 

Week 6 Mass: Ash Wednesday 

Week 7 6MM Assembly: St Bernadette and our school emblem 

Week 8 Mass: ST Patrick’s Day (MONDAY) 

Week 9 5CA Assembly: Catherine McAuley 

Week 10 Mass 



  

For the past four weeks we have been 

Early Years Testing 

 

This week our Prep, Year 1 and  2 children have been involved in some Early Years Testing, an initiative of Townsville 
Catholic Education Office.  Prep and Year 1 students work through a series of literacy and numeracy questions one on 
one with their teacher answering the questions orally from stimulus pictures.  Students in Year 2 also work through lit-
eracy and numeracy tests with their teacher, but in a whole class setting using their chromebooks. Once this testing is 
completed, teachers will meet with the Early Years Project team to discuss results and ways to help students move  
forward with their learning.   If you have any questions regarding this testing, please contact your child’s class 
 teacher or the school office. 
 

Reading Buddies 

 

Welcome to 2019!  We are once again running our Reading Buddies Program this year and we are looking for 
parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles or other adults who would like to come to school to read with the children.   
The Reading Buddies program operates each morning (except Wednesdays) for an hour and during that time, you are 
asked to listen to children read. If you would like to join the program, you will need to complete a Volunteer  
Induction and hold or have applied for a  Volunteer Blue Card (we can help you with the Blue Card at the school office). 
If you are interested or you know someone who is, please contact the school office for more information. 
 
 

NAPLAN Online 

 

This  May, the students in Years 3 and 5 will complete their NAPLAN Testing Online.    

NAPLAN is the National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy and is designed to measure standards in schools 
against national benchmarks. It also provides parents and schools with information regarding children’s literacy and nu-
meracy skills. Students in these year levels will  be completing practice materials using paper and online materials. 
(Numeracy, Language Conventions, Writing and Reading) in the lead up to the testing. Year 3 students will complete all 
but the writing test online (they will still use pencil and paper for this test) however, Year 5 students will complete all 
tests, including the writing task online.  If you would like to see what an online test looks like, please go to the following 
link and look for the Public Demonstration site. https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site 

 

As the test is online this year, students will be using online materials as much as possible to develop their typing and 
mouse skills.  Typing Tournament is available to all students to assist them with their keyboarding skills and Literacy 
Planet will provide students with some spelling, grammar and reading activities both at school and at home.   
 

The NAP (National Assessment Program) has provided some information for parents and caregivers about NAPLAN 
Online.  To access this information, please click on the link below. 
http://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-
parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=2 

 

If you have any questions about NAPLAN Online, please contact the school office. 
 

 

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
http://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=2


  

Welcome to our JCU Prac students , Rachel Jayo and Chole DiBella. 

They are both in their 4th year of Education. 

For the past four weeks they have spent time in classes. We hope 

your time here has been invaluable and we wish you the best of 

luck for the rest of  your  studies. 

THANK YOU Rachel and Chole 



  

Parent Sessions - Thursday March 28 
 

 

Parent Sessions Presenters Timetable Location 

Role M Melissa Inunciaga & 
Tracy Gori 
Tracy Gori, Melissa 
Inunciage &  
Sara Barbagallo 

Thursday 28th  
9:00 am 

 

Thursday 28th  
5:30 pm 

 

Library 

 

Year 1 

Initialit Anne Roberts &  
Caitlin Stamford 

Thursday 28th  
10:00 am 

Thursday 28th   
 5:30 pm 

Library 

 

Prep 

iMaths Paul Cavallaro 

 

Thursday 28th 5:30 
pm 

Library 

Data Melissa B & Tricia Tuesday 26 th 9:30 
am 

 

Library 

Seven Steps Melissa Pavin, Char-
maine Aili &  
Valissa Venturato 

Thursday 28th  
2:00 pm & 5:30pm 

5CA classroom 

Words their Way 
Spelling 

Tricia Mendiolea Friday 22nd 9am  



  

Sports News 

 

Touch Football 

Congratulations to Brooke Bourke, Nyah Fichera, and Jada Fichera for making the 12 years Herbert River 

School Touch Team.  The girls and boys will be contesting the NQ trials in Ayr on the 31st March and the 1st 

April. 

Best of luck girls and students 

6MQ 

Science 



Compass Parent Portal—Advising Absences  
Did you know that you can advise of your child’s absence via the Compass Parent Portal? 

If you are using the mobile app, click on your child’s picture/name, and go to the “Approvals” 

tab across the top.  Click on the + symbol at the bottom right of your screen.  Select a reason, 

then add any comments in the box, and click “Add Note/Approval to finalise. 

If you have any questions, need a demonstration or require your password to be reset, please 

contact the office. 

  

Parents and Friends 
Our Parents and Friends Association meet at 5:30pm on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the Month. All are invited and most welcome to become 
an active member of this group . These meetings are not just about 
fundraising and working bees. Our P & F meetings are an avenue for 
families to discuss a variety of issues that impact the present and future 
of our school and students.   Each year our major Fundraiser is our 
school fete.  This is held on the second Saturday in May, this year it is 
on May 11.  Meetings usually run for an hour. Our first meeting for the 
year is Wednesday February 20th at 5:30 pm in our  
staffroom.  We look forward to seeing many returning and new faces! 



  

This weekend we farewell Father Vitalis. We thank him for his ministry among us during these past three years and 

pray abundant blessings upon him as he takes up his new ministry in Deeragun Parish. As I have said repeatedly 

over these past weeks, I am very grateful for his assistance during these years. This past year, as I have taken up 

the role of Director of Clergy Life and Ministry for the Diocese, and a few other small commitments at the Bishop’s 

request, I have had to be absent from the parish many times. There are some weeks that I have felt like I was away 

more than I was here. Most people would not notice this because, due to Fr Vitalis’ ministry, the sick were 

anointed, the faithful departed buried, and Mass was celebrated. Fr Vitalis’ new appointment as Administrator of 

Deeragun Parish will not be without its challenges—it is a parish with a very small congregation struggling to make 

ends meet. I am convinced that Fr Vitalis is up to the task of growing the community and its works and developing 

the necessary administrative skills that running parishes demands in this modern era. Please pray for Fr Vitalis as 

he begins this new stage in his priestly ministry. The start of year Mass with Our Lady of Lourdes was an absolute 

delight. Apart from those who said afterwards how lovely it was, I even had a couple of people later in that day 

comment without invitation how nice it was. I was quite surprised to see that we had 56 Year 6 students at 

Lourdes—that is one of the biggest classes for years— with that many good students ready to step up and lead, 

this can only be a good year for the school. I visited the new grade 7s at Abergowrie this week. I was quite 

surprised by how talkative they were. Normally, they sit there a bit shellshocked and don’t say much at all, but 

each of the three classes was very responsive. The other students that I talked with over morning tea all seemed to 

be in the best of spirits. I discovered that the Grade 12s have been telling ghost 

stories to the new grade 7s. Apparently, the little ones were running around when 

they should have been settling down for the night. So, the grade 12s decided to 

control them with fear and told them of bodies buried under dormitories and 

strange lights in the sky. No matter how much I tried to convince one of the grade 7 

classes that there was nothing to fear, they could not imagine that the grade 12s 

had been telling stories. There are three more Start of School Year Masses this 

week—St Peter’s on Wednesday morning, St Teresa’s on Thursday morning, and 

Gilroy Santa Maria on Friday morning. All welcome. 



  

Our Lady of Lourdes School 

acknowledges the 

Warrgamaygan, Nywaigi and 

Bandjin peope as the 

Traditional Owners of the 

Greater Herbert River 

Region. 

  

Lourdes Noticeboard 

Tuckshop Roster 
 

Friday, 15 February 
R Sorbello, S Poppi, T Fichera 

 
Monday, 18 February 

 J Accornero, E Roveglia 
 

Wednesday, 20 February 
A Dezolt, J Guandalini 

 
Thursday, 21 February 

B Larsen, N Spina 
 

Friday, 22 February  
M Barnes S Marano S Jayo 

 
Monday, 25 February 
R Holmes, B Ingegneri 

 
Wednesday, 27 February 

L Vincenzi, N Astorquia 
 

Thursday, 28 February 
R Minato R McMurray 

 
Friday, 1 March 
L Spina O Catasti 



  

School Hats … No Hat, No Play 
We have a number of spare hats in the office embroidered “PLEASE RETURN TO SCHOOL OFFICE”.  

These are only available for class activities/HPE classes, not lunchtime play, unfortunately.  

It is a good idea to have your child’s name embroidered on the outside of their hat at any of the local 

embroidery/sewing shops.  This makes it easier to return to children when lost.  If not, please ensure your 

child’s hat is clearly and regularly marked on the inside. 


