
IMPORTANT DATES 

 

February 

 Valentine's Day  

20 Parents & Friends Meeting 

 Parent Night 

 

March 

 Ash Wednesday Mass 

18 St Patrick’s Day Mass 

April 

May 

 GSM Transition Day  

 GSM Transition Day  

June 

 GSM Transition Day  

August 

 GSM Transition Day  

15 GSM Transition Day  

18 Abbott Street / P.O. Box 1553 

 Ingham Qld 4850 

Phone: (07) 4776 2719 

Email: ighm@tsv.catholic.edu.au 

Web: www.olltsv.catholic.edu.au 

From the Principal ... 
Dear Families 

After the many interruptions the weather has made to the start of our school 
year, it was wonderful to have all of our students and staff back this week.  The 

weekend sunshine also provided our grounds the opportunity to dry out some 
what, which meant we were finally able to play outside! 
Our 2019 Student Leader Induction Mass had St Patrick's church filled to 

capacity! Our mass was a joyful celebration of the beginning of our school year 
and the formal induction our Student Leaders for 2019.  We were delighted to 

welcome our families, Sister Nina, our Mayor Mr Jayo, our Adopt-a-Cop Kirsty-
Lee Jervis, and representatives from Gilroy Santa Maria College, St Peters and 

St Teresa’ College.   
Today we welcomed the many new students and their families to our school at 

our Welcome Assembly.  Our Preppies always seem so very young and small 
(because the are!) at this time of the year.  Despite the many interruptions they 
have commenced the year beautifully. This year we also welcome a number of 

new students scattered throughout the various year levels.  We truly hope our 
new families feel welcome in our school community. 

In the newsletter this week you will find articles related to Class Homework, 
Afternoon Pick-up, P & F and Parent Night 

Blessings for a wonderful week 





  

 

 
From the APRE ... 
Dear families, 

This week has been full of beautiful celebrations. On Monday, we had the induction of our 2019 
student leaders with Mass. It was lovely to see the sense of pride and responsibility that was shown 

on each child’s face as they received their leadership badge from Mrs Martin. During Mass, Father 
Damian asked them to consider actions that would make 2019 their best year ever, their responses 
can be found below. We have quite a large cohort of Year 6 students this year and I am sure 

each and every one of them will live up to the title of leader, as has been evident so far in the 
way they have been conducting themselves with their prep buddies.  

Congratulations to our 2019 leaders. 
Thank you very much to Father Damian and Father Mobin for celebrating Mass and to everyone that 

attended on the day. 
 

On Wednesday this week, we officially welcomed all of our new families to the Our Lady of Lourdes 
community. In doing so, we were reminded about Matthew 25:31-46, in particular verse 40 that 
states: “Whenever you did it for any of my people, no matter how unimportant they seemed, you 

did it for me.” Students were asked to consider the fact that how we treat each individual person 
should reflect how we would treat God, and to apply the idea of small mercies to making everyone 

feel welcome at our school. 
 

 
 
Ashley Connellan 

 



  

Homework 

I am the anti-homework queen. Even as a high-school teacher I never gave homework other than reading texts. Children’s 
brains are tired after school and the last thing they need to be doing is mindless sheets of boring homework. Unless it is 
relevant, interesting and massively engaging it is largely a waste of time. There is no research to show that homework in 
primary school improves school performance. And as for parents who do their kids’ homework for them – how is that go-
ing to help them when they do the next in-class assessment? Children especially need to be playing with other children or 
their parents and relaxing, getting ready for the next day’s schooling!  Maggie Dent 

https://goo.gl/gQ9U2d (Link to Maggie Dent related articles) 

 

At the end of last year we sent out a parent survey regarding the trialing of a different form of homework for Semester 2 
2018.  Thank you to the families who replied. We have read all of the comments and discussed our homework expecta-
tions as a staff, and have come up with the following. 
Prep - Year 4 

This year we will continue with Reading homework, new Activity/Question bookmarks will be sent home.  We will also 
add sight- words for Prep and Year 1. Our Year 2 - 4 students will also have access to spelling activities using Literacy Plan-
et - an online subscription the school is providing. Year 3 and 4 students may have Basic facts - No written activity for fact 
learning - NO worksheets 

Year 5 and 6 

The Year 5 and 6 students will continue with Reading homework, new Activity/Question Bookmarks will be sent 
home.   They will also have access to Literacy Planet for spelling activities based on their weekly Word Sorts.  Math Revi-
sion/consolidation will also be sent home, no more than 3 problems to solve each night.  These operations will be marked 
each day in class. 
If you have any concerns or questions regarding our Homework for this year please don’t hesitate to contact your class-
room teacher or myself. 
Top five tips for homework harmony:  (Maggie Dent) 

1. Be realistic with your child — avoid putting too much pressure on them to do it completely all the time, without 
fail. 
2. Never do it for them — by all means suggest ways of helping, maybe do a maths example with them   but never start 
finishing their homework or you will be doing that for at least 12 years of their life.  
3. Let teachers deal with homework that is not done — and remember that you and the teacher are on the same side 
of the fence   never let a child believe that home and school are opposing sides of the school equation. 
4. Allow for transition time after school — and help your child work out what time best suits them to do their home-
work. Primary students is best before dinner — adolescents often better later, sometimes much later. 
5. Put family first — on special days like birthdays or when grandparents visit, allow them to have homework-free 
nights,  simply let the teacher know . 

If you would like to read a little more from Maggie Dent regarding Homework: www.maggiedent.com/blog/real-truth-
about-homework/ 

 

https://goo.gl/gQ9U2d
http://...www.maggiedent.com/blog/real-truth-about-homework/
http://...www.maggiedent.com/blog/real-truth-about-homework/


  

 

 

 

 

Welcome to all our new families! While we had a staggered start to our first few weeks of Prep, we have made up 

for it with all the fun we have been having! We have followed a Gingerbread Man trail around the school, had our 

first music lesson and picked our first library books! Our literacy sessions have been lots of fun while learning 

about rhyming words, building our fine motor skills, communicating with each other and completing craft activi-

ties. In maths we have been learning how we can sort different objects, playing interactive sorting activities on the 

Commbox, threading and stamping patterns, and using our construction skills to build.  

Check out some of our photos to see what we have been up to!  



  

 

 

 

Sports News 

 

Touch Football 

Congratulations to Hayden Martin, Matthew Spina, Dallas Brown, Pierce Carrara, Connor Matsen, Wil Murdoch and 

Grant Martin for making the 12 years Herbert River School Touch Team.  The boys will be contesting the NQ trials.  

Best of luck boys. 

School Captains Jada Fichera, Brooke Bourke, Liam 

Gusmeroli, Matthew Spina 

Media Officers Abby Dezolt, Gemma DiBella, Couper 

Giuliano, Pierce Carrara 

Sports Captain—Ryan (Blue) Loren Jensen, Ryan Elliott 

Sports, Captains—O’Connor (Gold)  Kiesha Lyons, 

Hayden Martin  



  

WHEN : Friday 15th February  

WHERE: Our Lady of Lourdes 

WHY:  To help the flood victims in Townsville. 

Come to school in free dress this Friday. Bring a gold 

coin donation. All monies raised we will be donated to St 

Vincent de Paul’s to help the flood victims in Townsville 

 



  

Congratulations to last week’s Award Winners ... 

Achievement Awards 

PIB Kymani Sailor-Bennyfather … for cutting 

and sequencing the Gingerbread story in-

dependently. 

PCS Cianne Lyons … for doing a fantastic job 

at learning rhyming words. 

1AR Brax Roveda … working to the best of his 

ability at all times. Well done Brax! 

1TG Angelica Foley … by completing all class-

room tasks with eagerness and pride 

2KB Sofia Dillon … for putting 110% into eve-

ry task he completes! Keep up the good 

work Oli! 

2/3PC Bensen Duffy … for wrting a good narra-

tive with an interesting plot and for using 

some punctuation and good spelling at-

tempts. 

3MP Maggie Galletly … for applying herself 

with keen persistence and displaying neat 

bookwork. 

4SK Aston Dickson … for great work during 

our narrative story graph lessons 

4/5CV Brayden Marino … for great work during 

in class. 

5CA Bronte Stubbins … for always appling 

herself to achieve the very best possible 

6MQ Maya Hutton … for settling in well to her 

new school environment. Welcome Maya!  

6MM Jackson Kennedy … for settling in quickly 

and making friends in his new school  envi-

ronment. 

MUSIC 6MQ… for beginning the new year with 

excellent singing from all students 

 

School Spirit Awards … Honesty & Trustworthiness 

PIB Kyla Guandalini … by showing kindness and 

compassion towards all of her peers 

PCS Asha Goldfinch … by being a king and caring 

friend when helpng her friends during the day. 

1AR Lawson Hennessey … by showing a deep in-

sight into what it is like to show mercy 

1TG Hayden Fichera … by being a kind and caring 

member of 1TG.   

2KB Kynan Currington … by always considering 

the thoughts and feelings of his peers before his 

own. 

2/3PC Isaac Seminara … by noticing when his friends 

were sad and trying to cheer them up by being 

a caring friend. 

3MP Oliver Gusmeroli … By spontaneously assisting 

friends and the teacher in the classroom. 

4SK Kyrah Mancinelli … by starting the year with 

enthusiasm and a great work ethic. 

4/5CV Taliah Devietti … by welcoming our  new 

classmates so warmly 

5CA Elina Rose Alappatt Daijo … by always taking 

care with her new classsmates and being under-

standing when there are any issues 

6MQ    Dean Marano … by always showing compass 

    sion and care to his teacher and peers. Wond      

     derful Dean!. 

6MM     Savanah Lee … by displaying a willingness t

      o help others and for being a great friend        

      and classmate.   



  

Parent Night - Thursday February 28 

This year we would like to try something a little different.  We are going to run a series of workshops (40 minutes) 

prior to classroom visits.  The workshops will be on the different programs used in our classroom to teach literacy 
and numeracy.  We will offer families two opportunities to take part in these workshops. 
Following 5:30 Workshops, parents will be invited to their child’s classrooms for a short information session with 

their child’s teacher, specific to their class.  Class Routines sessions are exactly the same, you need only attend one 
of them. 

5:30 - 6:10 Workshops (see below) 
6:15- Class Routines Session 1 

6:45- Class Routines session 2 

 

If you have any questions please contact either your classroom teacher or Paula. 
 

 

 

Workshop Day & Time Location Presenters 

Prep - Year 1 Mathe-

matics 
RoleM program 

Thursday 28th  9:00 

am 

Thursday 28th 5:30 

pm 

Library 

1TG classroom 

Tracy Gori,  

Melissa  Inunciaga 
and Sara Barbagallo 

Prep - Year 1 

Initialit - Phonics and 
Reading 

Thursday 28th 10:00 

am 

Thursday 28th   5:30 

pm 

1AR classroom 

Prep CS classroom 

Anne Roberts and 

Caitlin Stanford 

Year 2-6 Mathematics 

iMaths 

Friday 29th 10:00 am 

Thursday 28th   5:30 
pm 

Library 

2/3 PC Classroom 

Paul Cavallaro 

Seven Steps to Suc-

cessful Writing 

 

Thursday 28th 2:00 

pm 

Thursday 28th 5:30 

Library 

3/4 MP classroom 

Melissa P, Charmaine 

& Valissa 

Data - what do we 

use it for? 

Tuesday 26th 9:30 

am 

Library 

 

Melissa Bourke &  

Tricia Mendiolea 

Words Their Way- 

Spelling 

Friday 22nd  9:30 am Library Tricia Mendiolea 



  

Parents and Friends 
Our Parents and Friends Association meet at 5:30pm on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the Month. All are invited and most welcome to become 
an active member of this group . These meetings are not just about 
fundraising and working bees. Our P & F meetings are an avenue for 
families to discuss a variety of issues that impact the present and future 
of our school and students.   Each year our major Fundraiser is our 
school fete.  This is held on the second Saturday in May, this year it is 
on May 11.  Meetings usually run for an hour. Our first meeting for the 
year is next Wednesday February 21st at 5:30 pm in our  
staffroom.  We look forward to seeing many returning and new faces! 



  



  



  



  



  

Our Lady of Lourdes School 

acknowledges the 

Warrgamaygan, Nywaigi and 

Bandjin peope as the 

Traditional Owners of the 

Greater Herbert River 

Region. 

  

Lourdes Noticeboard 

Tuckshop Roster 
 

Friday, 15 February 
R Sorbello, S Poppi, T Fichera 

 
Monday, 18 February 

 J Accornero, E Roveglia 
 

Wednesday, 20 February 
A Dezolt, J Guandalini 

 
Thursday, 21 February 

B Larsen, N Spina 
 

Friday, 22 February  
M Barnes S Marano S Jayo 

 
Monday, 25 February 
R Holmes, B Ingegneri 

 
Wednesday, 27 February 

L Vincenzi, N Astorquia 
 

Thursday, 28 February 
R Minato R McMurray 

 
Friday, 1 March 
L Spina O Catasti 



  

School Hats … No Hat, No Play 
We have a number of spare hats in the office embroidered “PLEASE RETURN TO SCHOOL OFFICE”.  

These are only available for class activities/HPE classes, not lunchtime play, unfortunately.  

It is a good idea to have your child’s name embroidered on the outside of their hat at any of the local 

embroidery/sewing shops.  This makes it easier to return to children when lost.  If not, please ensure your 

child’s hat is clearly and regularly marked on the inside. 


