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Introduction 

Aim 
This document provides an update or re-confirmation of the Local Area Needs Assessment 
(LANA) priorities (from 2022) to inform annual planning processes. Confirming prioritised 
needs annually ensures North West HHS health needs reflect current and strategic priorities 
between the triannual LANA processes.  

Background 
During 2021-22, North West HHS undertook a LANA and reported on community health 
needs, service needs, gaps, and priorities. This detailed assessment was based on data 
analysis across multiple domains and consultation with local stakeholders, clinicians, 
consumers, and health organisations.   
 
In 2022, HHS LANAs were bought together by the Department into the “Statewide collation of 
need.”  Both the LANAs and Statewide Collation are used to inform strategic and service 
planning decision making including the development of the Health Service priorities – 
Informing commissioning 2023-24. These priorities list areas for consideration of growth 
funding as part of healthcare purchasing activities between the Department and HHSs.  
It is intended that the 2023 LANA review will be used to inform the next Health Service 
priorities – Informing commissioning 2024-25 paper. 

Methodology 
The methodology undertaken for the LANA refresh included horizon scanning at the 
strategic, tactical and operational level that may impact North West HHs health priorities. 
The following considerations: 

 Strategic realignment 

 Significant data releases 

 New consultative information from other processes 

 Consideration of additional service offerings 

 

Strategic realignment 

Since the publication of the inaugural North West HHS LANA in November 2022, there have 
been some strategic and operational realignments that have been further considered in the 
delivery of health services. This LANA update was undertaken after careful consideration of 
some of these changes. The more significant information that informed the LANA update 
included National, State and HHS publications.  
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Data releases 

Nationally, the release of updated and new data sets available from Census 2021. These 
updates have been incorporated into the North West HHS Resources.  

 

QLD  

Department of Health Strategic Plan 2021-25 (2023 update) 

HealthQ32: A vision for Queensland's health system  

Putting Patients First 2023-24 

Queensland Health Statewide Services Plans 

 

HHS  

Health Equity Implementation Plan – although the Health Equity Implementation Plan did 
not change the health priorities, it has raised the importance of the specific priorities over 
others. The North West HHS LANA Priorities table below demonstrates the graded health 
priorities by level of importance within the HHS.   

Connected Community Pathways Funding – there were three programs funded through this 
initiative. These include First Nations’ Skin Health Initiative, Keeping First Nations’ Mums & 
Bubs on Country and Shared Medical Workforce Innovation in Remote Lower Gulf. 

 

Recent data releases 

While undertaking the review of the North West HHS LANA priorities, resources have been 
updated with the most recent data releases provided within the Planning Portal. Please see 
Appendix 1 for the data sets that have been updated within the North West HHS Resources. 
These data updates had minimal impact on the health priorities since the region had not 
been impacted by significant growth or other demographic changes. 

New consultative information 

This update considered additional consultative information from the development of the 
Statewide Oral health Services Plan (yet to be finalised) and the Better Care Together: A plan 
for Queensland’s state-funded mental health, alcohol and other drug services to 2027 
together with the Joint Regional Plan for Mental Health currently being coordinated with 
internal and external stakeholders.  

Additional service offerings 

Additional service offerings that have been considered in this update include funding 
provided through the Connected Community Pathways Program Update for 2023/24. The 
additional services funded for North West HHS include First Nations’ Skin Health Initiative, 
Keeping First Nations’ Mums & Bubs on Country and Shared Medical Workforce Innovation in 
Remote Lower Gulf. 
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North West HHS Resources 
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North West HHS LANA priorities 

2022 
Priority # 

2022 
Theme 2022 Need 2023 update (if applicable) Evidence for change 

Health of 
First 
Nations’ 
people 
First 

 

The health and wellbeing 
needs of First Nations’ people 
across all aspects of health 
will continue to be our first 
priority. 

Unchanged NA 

Child and 
Maternal 
Health 

 

Access to consistent child and 
maternal health services 
within the community. Build 
capacity and capability of 
young families. Access to 
culturally sensitive services to 
improve screening and early 
intervention during and post 
pregnancy. 

As aligned to the NWHHS 
First Nations’ Health Equity 
Implementation Plan, this is 
the first key action area to 
support universal access to 
culturally safe maternal and 
child health services. 

47.7% of First Nations’ 
mothers smoking 
during 
pregnancy 
17.3% of First Nations’ 
babies 
born with low birth 
weight 
19.5% Children 
developmentally 
vulnerable 
on 2+ domains of early 
childhood 
development 
(QLD 13.9%) 
Vaccination targets for 
at 
Year 1 & 2 below 95% 
target. 

Chronic 
Disease  

Access to primary care 
services for early diagnosis 
and management of all 
chronic diseases including 
rheumatic heart disease (RHD) 
and sexually transmitted 
diseases. 

As aligned to the NWHHS 
First Nations’ Health Equity 
Implementation Plan, 
improving proactive 
management and prevention 
of chronic conditions is a key 
action. 

Cardiovascular 
Conditions: 
8.9% prevalence 
Respiratory Conditions: 
asthma and chronic 
obstructive pulmonary 
disease: 11.9% and 4.3% 
prevalence 
Diabetes Mellitus: 8.9% 
prevalence 
Cancer: 546 per 100,000 
prevalence 
Premature mortality 
across 
all chronic conditions 
significantly higher 
than 
QLD. 

Mental 
Health  

Access to culturally sensitive 
mental health and social and 
emotional wellbeing services. 
Information for communities 
on outreach service provision 
to enable access. Access to 
support and rehabilitation 
services for alcohol and drugs. 
Access to consistent 
community support services 
for vulnerable people. 

In supporting integrated 
mental health and expanded 
social and emotional 
wellbeing services, this has 
been elevated as a higher 
priority.  

16.4% of the population 
reported psychological 
distress compared to 
9.4% 
across QLD 
Mortality – suicide rate 
per 
100,000 population 
(age 25- 
34) was 44.4 compared 
to 18 
across QLD. 
Mental Health 
admissions 
ranked 18 across the 
HHS 
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2022 
Priority # 

2022 
Theme 2022 Need 2023 update (if applicable) Evidence for change 

Primary 
Care  

Access to primary care 
services. These include GP 
services, allied health and 
dental services. Eye health 
and ear health services. 
Sustainable and consistent 
primary services. Integrated 
Care co-ordination across 
service providers. 

Improving access to 
comprehensive primary 
health services including oral 
health services, 
strengthening the 
management and prevention 
of RHD, and comprehensive 
and supportive sexual and 
reproductive health service 
and supports are key action 
areas.  

Allied Health: Number 
of 
allied health services 
per 
100 people (2018-19) is 
46, 
nearly half the QLD 
level. 
Proportion of residents 
who 
did not visit GPs (2018-
19) 
20.3% nearly twice QLD 
level 
GP type presentations 
to ED 
is 46% 
26% decline in the 
provision of oral health 
services from 2017/18 – 
2019/20. There are 
approximately 387 
people being treated 
for RHD. 

Health 
Prevention, 
Promotion 
and 
Literacy 

 

Consumers have different 
health literacy levels to 
influence how they care for 
themselves and their families. 
Consumers need more health 
literacy, prevention and 
promotion services and 
programs to address 
preventable conditions. 

Influencing the social, 
cultural and economic 
determinants of health 
through health prevention, 
promotion and literacy and 
supporting improved 
environmental health 
capability across the North 
West region.  

Obesity: 37.9% 
Smoking: 19% 
Risky alcohol intake: 
22.8% 
High blood pressure: 
23.9% 
Cancer screening: 
participation in 
national 
cancer screening for 
cervical 
and bowel cancer: 
37.9% and 
26% 
Potentially preventable 
hospital admissions: 
9.6 per 
hundred population 
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Appendix 1 
 

Change to Informatic What Has 
Changed 

Source (July 2023) 

Region Demographic - 
Population over 65 only 

Percentage HNA_LANA_Demography_Population - 
Power BI 

Proportion of population born in 
non-English speaking countries 
(Qld % only) 

Percentage HNA_LANA_Demography_Cultural_Div
ersity - Power BI 

Social Determinants 
disadvantaged quintile only 

Percentage HNA_LANA_SEIFA - Power BI 

Population obtained education 
level of year 11 or higher (all & 
First Nations) 

Percentage HNA_LANA_Social_Determinants_Educ
ation - Power BI 

Dwellings no vehicle Percentage HNA_LANA_Social_Determinants_Parti
cipation - Power BI 

Breast Cancer Qld Screening % Percentage HNA_LANA_Health_Behaviours_Cancer
_Screening - Power BI 

Risk factors High BP and 
Psychological Distress 

Percentage HNA_LANA_Health_Behaviours_Risk 
Behaviours (PHIDU) - Power BI 

Percentage of Births for 2020 
First Nations 

Percentage HNA_LANA_Perinatal_Fertility - Power 
BI 

Childhood immunisations Qld 
Total and HHS Total Only 

Percentage HNA_LANA_Childhood_Immunisation_
PHIDU - Power BI 

Chronic Conditions 
Cardiovascular conditions HHS 
prevalence 

Percentage HNA_LANA_Health_Status_Disease_Co
nditions - Power BI 

Chronic Conditions Premature 
Mortality all 

Number HNA_LANA_Mortality_PHIDU - Power 
BI 

Hospital Admissions all ** Number SUAA_Inpatient_DRG - Power BI 

Hospital Admissions First 
Nations ** 

Number SUAA_Inpatient_DRG - Power BI 
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Top admissions & mental health 
admissions all & FN (all facilities 
of treatment) 

Number SUAA_Inpatient_DRG - Power BI 

PPH admissions - Total and First 
Nations Population 

Number SUAA_LANA_Potentially Preventable 
Hospitalisations - Power BI 

PPH QLD Baseline Number https://spr.health.qld.gov.au/extensio
ns/SelfService/SelfService.html 
Page 72 of Performance report - 
2020/2021 Data 

Practitioner Workforce Number SUAA_LANA_Health_Workforce - 
Power BI 

Region Demographic - 
Population figures 

Percentage HNA_LANA_Demography_Population - 
Power BI 

Region Demographic - First 
Nation Population figures 

Percentage HNA_LANA_Demography_Population - 
Power BI 

First Nations Mothers smoked 
during pregnancy 

Percentage HNA_LANA_Perinatal_Fertility - Power 
BI 

ED Visits Number SUA_LANA_Emergency_New - Power BI 

% ED Visits triage 4-5 Percentage SUA_LANA_Emergency_New - Power BI 

Estimated Population and 
population projection 

Number HNA_LANA_Demography_Population - 
Power BI 

Persons living in severely 
crowded dwellings 

Percentage HNA_LANA_Social_Determinants_Dwel
ling - Power BI 

Median Household income Number HNA_LANA_Social_Determinants_Fina
ncial - Power BI 

First Nations persons living in 
severely crowded dwellings 

Percentage HNA_LANA_Social_Determinants_Dwel
ling - Power BI 

NDIS Participants Number SUAA_LANA_NDIS - Power BI 
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Deaf, hearing-impaired or speech-impaired people can contact the department through the 
National Relay Service:  
 Telephone typewriter (TTY) users phone 133 677  

 Speak and Listen users phone 1300 555 727  

 Internet relay users connect to the National Relay Service at www.relayservice.com.au 

 

For more information contact: 

Ugen Naiker, Director Innovation Improvement & Planning 

Email: ugenthiri.naiker@health.qld.gov.au 

 

 


