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A Catholic Secondary College in the Edmund Rice Tradition
The Edmund Rice Community acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land on which the College stands, the Bindal 
and Wulgurukaba People, and pay our respects to the Elders past, present and future.

From the Principal
The Ignatius Park College Community would like to humbly acknowledge the Wulgurukaba peoples on whose land our College is located, as well as the 
Bindal peoples on whose land many of us live and travel across daily. We respectfully thank the elders of this traditional land both past and present for 
guiding us through the journey of time to where we are today. This spiritual and cultural journey is significant in allowing the freedoms our society has today. 
As a community we reflect on the history of Australia and its First Nations peoples and ask all elders to guide us to a promising and enriching future. As 
a community we will continue to develop our minds to be respectful and learn from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as well as all people who make 
up this country of Australia. 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,

With the Queensland State Election occuring recently, the focus of the debate on both sides of the political fence has been: 
What makes a good leader? Leadership is about using your energy and personality to lead and inspire others to follow 
you in a common vision. Our students are full of energy, and like any other energy, it can work in both constructive and 
destructive ways. Without proper direction and opportunity, this energy can be focused on negative goals. Youth leadership 
is the positive participation and involvement of young people, both in our College community, and society. Engagement 
means supporting all facets of the College community, whether this is supporting our social action activities, co-curricular 
program, Eucharistic minister, student leaders or other community activities.

Participation in any activity which provides a positive community environment allows students to develop a good relationship 
with their peers. This, in turn, assists them in not engaging in negative elements, like substance abuse problems, which can 
easily stray their minds from a young age. Engagement in the College activities is available for every student from Year 7 
to Year 12. It can vary from being a silent spectator to an active leader. As today’s youth will be the leaders of tomorrow, it 
is imperative that they learn to take initiative in their growing years.

We constantly remind our students, particularly those in the higher year levels, that they are models to the rest of the 
College through both their attitude and behaviour. This is a vehicle through which mentors, such as our Senior students, 
pass on expertise and responsibility to the younger generation. It is this modelling of leadership in our College, through 
participation in the many activities that the school provides, that allows us to engender a strong sense of social responsibility 
within our student body. Through involvement in the College, students develop their own personal satisfaction by supporting 
something they truly believes in. This is a skill that can be carried into the world beyond school and maybe even eventually 
the political system!

Students often ask: What skills do they need to have to become a leader in the College? They often want to know what to 
work on in order to be an effective student leader. This is not just something that is learned but are values or traits which 
are displayed by a student in all aspects of their school life. Research has shown that student leadership should develop 
the following:

• Lead Yourself First - The Student Leader’s Hardest Task
Student Leaders start with themselves. Character, self-discipline, and personal organisation skills determine what
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From the Principal (continued) 

kind of leader a person will be. Student Leaders must serve as an example to those who put their trust and loyalty 
in them. Student Leadership starts off as an inside job.

•	 Develop Your Influence With Others - The Student Leader’s Biggest Asset 
Influence allows a student leader to lead. A student leader knows how to move people in a certain direction 
through mission, vision, and values.

•	 Make A Difference Mindset - The Student Leader’s Noblest Cause 
The student leader understands that there is a moment between a person’s needs and their ideal future and 
helps them achieve that. A student leader knows that participating in this moment is the opportunity to be the 
difference that people are looking for.

•	 Clear Communication - The Student Leader’s Strongest Skill 
The ability to communicate is often overlooked in student leadership. But, clear communication is what motivates 
and moves people. A student leader must be able to keep people informed and focused on what’s most important 
for the organisation. A successful student leader will provide clarity and not confusion.

•	 Get Others Involved - The Student Leader’s Highest Investment 
By definition, a student leader is one who has people following him. 

As a College community we provide many opportunities for students to actively engage in leadership skills. Our students 
have enormous spirit, energy and physical presence to develop new initiatives to lead both within the school context and in 
the wider community. We need to nurture these skills as both parents and teachers to ensure that students can realise their 
true potential as leaders in the hope of creating a better world in the future for the younger generation.

Last week, I received the following email from Mr Michael Conn (former Principal and Old Iggy Boy) related to the Year 12 
Liturgy:
The 167 young men in Senior and their parents were presented with the enormous task this year of upholding what has 
become a legacy and tradition envied by many schools in Australia, in the most difficult year in the history of the College. 
Well done Jared and Zac, you were inspirational! You and your Iggy brothers have earned my respect and the respect of so 
many proud Iggy Old Boys, thank you and well done. Finish well and smash these external exams! Well done Jane (your 
speech was outstanding) and parents. You are and always will be the primary educator of your sons and you really stepped 
up this year. Finally, well done to staff and all involved in a wonderful evening in difficult circumstances.

Congratulations to the students who won the school category of the  ADF Almost Amazing Race Team. The students included: 
Dylan Thomson, Marcus Farrands, Darcy Fredericks and Brody Fredericks. Thank you to Mrs Carolyne Drummond, our 
Defence Mentor Officer who organised the students to participate in this event. Also, congratulations to Nathan Weis who 
has been successful in gaining a position in the SUN program at CQ University.

On Thursday 29 October, JCU Science and Engineering College had their CN Barton Medal evening. The Charles Barton 
Medal is awarded annually to the student who has presented the best fourth year thesis seminar in the disciplines of 
Chemical, Civil, Electrical & Electronic, Electronic Systems and Internet of Things, and Mechanical Engineering. This year’s 
winner was Joshua Eaton representing Civil Engineering. Josh presented his thesis on Wind Loads on Skillion and Lean-To 
Roof Buildings.  Josh is an Ignatius Park College Old Boy, who graduated in 2016 and has secured a position with GHD as 
a graduate civil engineer. A great achievement for Joshua! 

Tomorrow is Tuckshop Day. It is a day to acknowledge our Tuckshop workers and the many volunteers who support our 
students and feed them every day .Our school will give special thanks to our Tuckshop workers and volunteers who provide 
a great service that helps out families who have to juggle many different tasks at the start of each day and some good food 
helps the students study and play through the day. As a College community we appreciate wonderful support you provide 
and thank the parents and past parents who put is up their hands to assist our College.Thank you everyone. 

 
Live Jesus in our Hearts. Forever

Shaun Clarke | Principal 
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Identity and Mission

“I chose you, and put you in the world to bear fruit ...” (John 15: 16)

The Coronavirus has made things rather difficult on many levels for parents and educators. 
Who would have thought in January that we would have had such a rough and challenging 
journey through the 2020 school year? Virtual classes, Zoom meetings, Microsoft Teams, 
online streaming... the list could probably go on. However, some positives have come out 
of the whole experience. It’s been both encouraging and a blessing to see how parents 
have been supporting their students and staff have been supporting their colleagues. 
Students caring for and reaching out to each other. Parents, teachers and support staff 
have gone above and beyond. Schools offering prayer, friendship and encouragement 
in the tough times. God never tires of our needs - but always opens the door through the 
way we reach out to our sisters and brothers. We have much to be thankful!

Last Friday was World Teachers’ Day (Friday 30 October). This year, perhaps more 
than ever, is the ideal opportunity to give thanks and show our gratitude for teachers. 
“Teaching is a beautiful job; as it allows you to see the growth day by day of the young 
people entrusted to your care. It is a little like being parents, at least spiritually. It is a 
great responsibility”. (Pope Francis) Prayers, blessings, good wishes (and much needed 
rest!) to school staff for last Friday! 

Loving God,
You came among us as a teacher, healer and saviour.
On this World Teacher’s Day, bless your teachers
Help them become even more joyful disciples and profound echoes of your wisdom,
Bless our teachers with the gifts of Your truth, beauty and goodness.
Bless them with integrity, so that they bring Your words to life.
Bless them with courage and perseverance to walk the paths You have laid out.
We pray in the name of Jesus
who knows all too well the challenges and joys of being a teacher,
Amen

Mark Holmes | Deputy Principal - Identity and Mission (Acting)
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VET and Industry Placement
School-based Apprenticeship
Congratulations to Corey Baker (Year 11) 
on securing a school-based apprenticeship 
with Precision Engineering and Welding. 
Corey has done exceptionally well on 
industry placement, which helped him gain 
this opportunity. He will now attend work 
at least one day a week through to his 
graduation next year. 

We would like to thank Sarah and Lee and 
the team at Precision for offering Corey this 
valuable opportunity.

Grant Rossiter | VET Program Leader

Science - NQ Science and Engineering Challenge
As shown in the images, a selection of talented Year 10 students up taking up the challenge of participating in this nationwide 
competition, by the submission of videos showing their STEM creations.  Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the University of 
Newcastle organisers were unable to travel up to JCU to conduct the NQ regional challenge this year.  So in replacement, 
we have taken up the opportunity to enter the challenge by the submitting videos by 30 November. While disappointed at 
not jumping on a bus out to the JCU Science Centre, the food catering hooked them in!  Their STEM efforts, group problem-
solving and overall mature approach to the challenge was impressive.

Alyssa Deer | Faculty Leader - Science

NQ SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING CHALLENGE
BIONIC HAND AND CATAPULT:
Finn Kearns; Noah Lau
Lachlan Tapp; Stuart Carter; Lachlan Webb; Jack Revell
Cody Brown; Brayden Pemmelaar; William Costigan; Reece Foley; Riley Innes
BRIDGE AND CATAPULT:
Max Gough; Zac Bennett; Riley Snell
James Sheppard; Emil Jomon; Liam Whiting
Miles Brown; Daniel Gregory; Dane Smedley; Finn Anderson
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Uniform Shop - Volunteers Needed
It is that time again! 

If you would like the opportunity to show your support for IPC, meet some new faces, welcome the new cohort of students 
joining our school or to skip the queue…

Please register your name to help in the Uniform Shop during back to school sales. 

The shop will be open from Saturday, 16 January through to Friday, 22 January.  
Opening times:
Mon 30/11/2020 – 8.00am to 11.00am
Wed 2/12/2020 – 8.00am to 11.00am
Sat 16/01/2021 – 9.00am to 3.00pm
Mon 18/01/2021 – 5.00pm to 8.00pm
Wed 20/01/2021 – 2.00pm to 7.00pm

Thurs 21/01/2021 – 9.00am to 12.00pm
Fri 22/01/2021 – 9.00am to 12.00pm
Mon 25/01/2021 – 8.00am to 11.00am (Year 7s first day)
Wed 27/1/2021 – 8.00am to 11.00am (First day)

Please help, many hands make light work!

Please phone Melissa (Uniform Shop Convener) on 4796 0222 or email melissa.sheppard@ipc.qld.edu.au. 

Melissa Sheppard | Uniform Shop Convener

Best Foot Forward - Pink Shoelaces
This Friday we are promoting the Best Foot Forward campaign and we want you to get involved! You can buy your $10 pink 
laces  in the quad at lunchtime or from the red door. 
How it helps
We're urgently raising funds to give women an opportunity for education so they can put their best foot forward.  Two thirds 
of the world's 750 million illiterate adults are women, while 16 million girls will never set foot in a classroom. Together we 
can make lasting change for women and girls all over the world. To give them an opportunity for education and to put their 
best foot forward. 
Become a BFF and put your best foot forward to help fund education for underprivileged women and girls.
https://bestfootforward.org.au/learn/
Patrick McMahon | Identity and Mission Co-ordinator - Faith in Service

YEAR 7, 2021
SIBLING APPLICATIONS
IF YOU HAVE NOT YET ENROLLED YOUR SON FOR YEAR 7, 2021, COULD YOU PLEASE ENROL AS A 
MATTER OF PRIORITY. 
PLEASE CONTACT MRS KIRRILEE BROWNING FOR MORE INFORMATION OR ENROL ONLINE 
TODAY.   WWW.IPC.QLD.EDU.AU/ENROL
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YEAR 7, 2022
ENROL NOW - VACANCIES 
AVAILABLE
WWW.IPC.QLD.EDU.AU/ENROL

PRINCIPAL'S SCHOOL TOUR 
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL 

BOOK ONLINE - 
BIT.LY/PRINCIPALTOUR 

SUBURBAN PARKS JUNIOR CRICKET 
CLUB (PLAYERS WANTED);

-Under 15’s – 2 players wanted

-Under 17’s – 1 player wanted

We play and train out of Riverway so it 
doesn’t get much better, training is held 
on Tuesday and Thursday from 4.30pm 
so just head on down.

Any questions please call Ben 
Payne on 0407 748 837 or email: 
benpayne_1@hotmail.com

New and existing players welcome, have 
fun playing with a wonderful family club.

http://WWW.IPC.qld.edu.au/enrol
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