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A Catholic Secondary College in the Edmund Rice Tradition
The Edmund Rice Community acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land on which the College stands, the Bindal 
and Wulgurukaba People, and pay our respects to the Elders past, present and future.

From the Principal
The Ignatius Park College Community would like to humbly acknowledge the Wulgurukaba peoples on whose land our College is located, as well as the 
Bindal peoples on whose land many of us live and travel across daily. We respectfully thank the elders of this traditional land both past and present for 
guiding us through the journey of time to where we are today. This spiritual and cultural journey is significant in allowing the freedoms our society has today. 
As a community we reflect on the history of Australia and its First Nations peoples and ask all elders to guide us to a promising and enriching future. As 
a community we will continue to develop our minds to be respectful and learn from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as well as all people who make 
up this country of Australia. 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,
 
This week our Year 12 ATAR students have commenced their external examinations, which will occur over the next three weeks. They 
join more than 37,000 Queensland Year 12 students embarking on the external exams for the first time in the state. Our Year 12 students 
will receive an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) instead of an OP score as part of the new QCE system. This week I have been 
in the examination rooms and have been thoroughly impressed with the students' commitment and focus on their studies in preparing 
for this new standardised exam system. For all our Year 12s, this has been a challenging year, facing the stress and uncertainty of the 
pandemic, but I know they have always been optimistic and resilient and have worked diligently for success in this final assessment. We 
wish all the Year 12s all the best in their external examinations. Their results will be released on 19 December by the QCAA.

Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended our Year 12 Graduation Liturgy last Friday evening at the Entertainment Centre. 
The Liturgy was a wonderful celebration of the year that had been and also an opportunity to formally farewell our 167 graduates who 
have graced our College with their presence over the past six years. In my speech I reminded the graduates: “That 51 years of tradition 
demonstrates all too clearly that, ‘once a boy of Iggy, always a boy of Iggy Park’, as you are family, as we are a part of you, you will 
always be a part of us. As at this time of transition your physical presence may leave us, but your spirit remains, as you have through 
your time at the school shaped and informed what is a rich and proud tradition, paving the way for those who will follow in your footsteps, 
as did those before you.” The evening was an emotional night for students, parents and staff as we acknowledged an exceptional group 
of young men who have authentically lived the spirit of Edmund Rice, who now continue their journey beyond the school gates. Jared 
Mitchell, in his final speech as College Captain, shared his deep love for the College and encapsulated what it means to be a 'Boy of 
the Park' and learn and grow within a ‘brotherhood’. Also, thank you to Mrs Jane Finlay, who provided an inspirational reflection on the 
challenges of being a parent of a teenage boy, the wonderful gifts they bring and the importance of having a clear moral compass in their 
life. It was an absolute privilege to present their certificate to each Year 12 student. A sincere thank you to Mr Craig Brown who organised 
this significant celebration.

With the Year 12s graduating last week, we celebrated the Year 11 Leadership Breakfast on Monday this week. The breakfast was an 
important Rite of Passage, as our current Year 11 students receive their Year 12 tie, signifying that they are now all leaders in our College 
Community for 2021. Our newly elected College Captain, Euan Cram, presented the 2021 College theme in his first speech to his cohorts: 

Good morning men and staff of Ignatius Park. Wow how the years have flown by and here I am presenting the first speech of our senior 
year on behalf of the Student Leadership Team. Firstly, I’d like to say what a privilege it is to stand before you today. I am humbled and 
honoured that you have selected me to lead you through to 2021. 

Now, how would you describe Iggy Park? Would you talk about buildings both old a new? Or the great ovals we have, or the many 
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From the Principal (continued) 

extracurricular activities Iggy offers? Personally, I would talk about the culture made over 51 
years that shows the greatest parts of the 'Park. It’s the people who walk through the 'Park from 
Monday to Friday. Because what we have at Iggy is special and cannot be described. Now it’s 
our time to lead and show Iggy what we have to offer. To the 154 men seated before me today, 
it is with great pride I present our College Theme for 2021…“Stay True, Bleed Blue”. This is 
our theme for the upcoming year, we are now the Seniors of this great school, so it is time we 
give back to Ignatius Park College and stay true to our ourselves and the 'Park. To explain the 
logo. We have reimagined the phoenix that is important to us all. The traditional phoenix head 
leads the way with our important traditions and rituals. Its wings are represented by the House 
colours which are used in unison to lift us to places higher than we can imagine. Coming from 
the wings is the blood we are willing to spill for the 'Park. Not literal blood, but the pride we have 
in this place and for what we are willing to give back. 

This theme in 2021 is going to represent our year, we are all different…ATAR, VET, sports 
and academics, but that doesn’t matter now, we all bleed blue, we all stay true, we all stand 
together. 

The upcoming year, we are going to unite Iggy no matter what the house, background, or year 
level we all proud men of Iggy are and let’s show the younger grades the Integrity, Pride and 
Commitment they should show for Iggy. Remember, Iggy is not a place, it’s a culture. It is not a place of buildings, its about the people 
inside of them. So, let’s promote the College theme to younger grades and let them know what this place is all about. Let’s promote it by 
our actions each and every day. So put aside your differences, as it is time we unite as a one and make 2021 our year and leave a legacy 
for future students to follow. So, “Stay True, Bleed Blue” and let everyone know what the 'Park is about. 

This Friday, 30 October, is World Teachers’ Day. The theme this year is “A Bright Future” and acknowledges, despite the challenges this 
year of the pandemic, teachers were able to keep the education going. This day is celebrated in more than 100 countries worldwide 
and was established by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) in 1994 to celebrate the role 
of teachers in society. It provides an opportunity to draw public attention to the role of teachers worldwide and their importance in the 
classroom and the contribution they make to our society. Teachers help in the development of a student, not only academically, but also 
socially and emotionally. We are blessed to have an outstanding group of teachers and support staff in our College, who do a wonderful 
job each day. Please consider what you may like to do as a simple thank you to those teachers who care for your son. 

This Sunday is 'All Saints Day' and Monday 2 November is 'All Souls Day'. All Souls’ Day commemorates the faithful departed. The exact 
origins of these celebrations are uncertain, although, after the legalisation of Christianity in 313, a common commemoration of Saints, 
especially the martyrs, appeared in various areas throughout the Church. 1 November was given by Pope Gregory III (731-741). Please 
keep in our thoughts and prayers family friends and loved ones who have departed and are in the arms of a loving God.

God of Compassion, 
Your power brings us to birth,  
Your providence guides our lives,  
and by Your command we return to dust. 
 
Lord, those who die still live in Your presence,  
their lives change but do not end.  
I pray in hope for my family,  
relatives and friends,  
and for all the dead known to You alone.  
 
In company with Christ,  
Who died and now lives,  
may they rejoice in Your kingdom,  
where all our tears are wiped away.  
Unite us together again in one family,  
to sing Your praise forever and ever.

Live Jesus in our Hearts. Forever.

Shaun Clarke | Principal 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
SPORTS, CO-CURRICULAR,  

AND YEAR 12  
FORMAL AND MUCK UP PHOTOS 

DEADLINE MONDAY 2 NOVEMBER 
ONLINE ORDER CODE: R6G 341 E2Z 

ORDER ONLINE: 
HTTPS://BIT.LY/2TFJDO1

https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5889
https://bit.ly/2TFJdo1
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Identity and Mission

Moses drew the bottom line for the people of God when he presented the stone 
tablets to them at the base of Sinai: Here are ten things you must, and must 
not, do. Love God, honour your parents; don’t lie, steal, kill, Most of us know 
the commandments well enough to know when we break them, without peeking 
back at Exodus. To ask - which commandment of God is the greatest? - is a bit 
like asking for a hierarchy of evil for future reference. As Robert Orbin says, most 
of us would like to be delivered from evil - but would like to keep in touch. The 
great commandment of Jesus doesn’t give us that option. Loving God with heart, 
soul, and mind is a pretty exclusive commitment.

How does your commitment to God measure up against the Ten 
Commandments? 
How does it measure against the love command of Jesus? 
Prayer:
Open our ears: to hear what you are saying to us today.
Open our eyes: to see where Jesus’ healing love is needed in our world.
Open our hands: to do your work and help where help is needed.
Open our lips: to bring comfort, joy, and laughter to your people.
Open our minds: to hear new truths about how you work in our world.
Open our hearts: to you, our neighbors, and ourselves as you love us.

Express your love for God this week in prayer, praise and thanksgiving. Express 
your love for your neighbor, near and far, in concrete and significant ways. ‘These 
two commandments are pegs; everything in God’s Law and the Prophets hangs 
on them’. This could be done also through donations to our St Vincent de Paul 
Christmas appeal which was launched last week. 
Mark Holmes | Deputy Principal - Identity and Mission (Acting)
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VET and Industry Placement
Industry Placement
Next week is Industry Placement Week (2 to 6 November) for Year 11 and 12 Industry Placement students. Our Year 12s 
will also attend the following week on the 9 to 13 November. 
This will be the last opportunity for Year 12s to come under the Ignatius Park College Industry Placement program and 
insurance to impress future employers in order to gain a position. We wish them all every success in securing their future 
goals.
Last week, students were issued with their logbooks and your son should have called his employer to confirm the details 
earlier this week. Students will need to remember to take home their VET uniforms, boots and PPE tomorrow afternoon in 
readiness for next week. 
Year 11 into 12 Forms
Last week when logbooks were issued, the Year 11 Industry Placement students were also given a blue Year 11 into 12 
Industry Placement form. This form is due back the week after Industry Placement, so the process of securing placements 
for 2021 can begin.
This is quite late in the year to be securing placements for next year, so your assistance in ensuring these forms are 
returned in a timely manner is appreciated. Also, having these forms in as soon as possible allows us to place the 2021 Year 
12s as a priority before we start placing the Year 11s. 
Year 10 into 11 Industry Placement Students
If your son has enrolled in a Certificate course in 2021, or if he is not ATAR eligible, he should have now handed in his 
paperwork to the VET Office. If this has not been submitted, we ask that this paperwork is completed and returned as 
soon as possible. Finding placements for these students is a time consuming (and at times competitive) task, so we need 
assistance from students and Parent/Carers to do so. We are needing to put more onus on families to source their sons’ 
placements, but much of the work is still falling on the VET staff, so all help is appreciated.
Students enrolled in the following subjects will require a VET uniform. These uniforms are purchased via our Uniform Shop 
and will be produced with an embossed logo and students’ names. For this reason, the order forms need to be in no later 
than Wednesday, 2 December.

•	 Certificate I Construction
•	 Certificate II Engineering Pathways

•	 Certificate II Resource and Infrastructure Work 
Practices

Industry Placement 2021
Below are the Industry Placement dates for 2021. We ask VET families to consider these dates when planning holidays, 
sporting events, part-time jobs, holidays etc. as there is an expectation, they attend every week. If a student free day falls 
on an Industry Placement Week, students are still expected to attend work.
Term 1  Monday 8 to Friday 12 March (Week 7 of term)
Term 2  Monday 7 to Friday 11 June (Week 8 of term)

Term 3  Monday 23 to Friday 27 August (Week 7 of term)
Term 4 Monday 1 to Friday 5 November (Week 5 of term)

If you have any questions and/or concerns regarding any information in this article, please contact myself or Julie Owen on 
the College number.

Grant Rossiter | VET Program Leader

Senior Psychology students studying visual perception 
Another fun lesson in Science as part of Unit 3 Psychology in Visual Perception. Our new College leaders are further 
developing their dissection skills and knowledge in eye anatomy, in addition to testing out their capacity to stomach a career 
in the medical field!
Alyssa Deer | Faculty Leader - Science
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Co-Curricular

Uniform Shop - Volunteers Needed
It is that time again! 

If you would like the opportunity to show your support for IPC, meet some new faces, welcome the new cohort of students 
joining our school or to skip the queue…

Please register your name to help in the Uniform Shop during back to school sales. 

The shop will be open from Saturday 16 January through to Friday 22 of January.  
Opening times:
Mon 30/11/2020 – 8.00am to 11.00am
Wed 2/12/2020 – 8.00am to 11am
Sat 16/01/2021 – 9.00am to 3pm
Mon 18/01/2021 – 5.00pm to 8.00pm
Wed 20/01/2021 – 2.00pm to 7.00pm

Thurs 21/01/2021 – 9.00am to 12.00pm
Fri 22/01/2021 – 9.00am to 12.00pm
Mon 25/01/2021 – 8.00am to 11.00am (Year 7s first day)
Wed 27/1/2021 – 8.00am to 11.00am (First day)

Please help, many hands make light work!

Give Melissa (Uniform Shop Convener) a call on 4796 0222 or email melissa.sheppard@ipc.qld.edu.au. 

Melissa Sheppard | Uniform Shop Convener

 Pastoral

Basketball
The 13-15s QSSB Tournament was played in Townsville over 
the past four days. Ignatius Park College students Kynan 
McMahon, Lleyton Ward, Cody Brown, Matthew Evans and 
Matthew Ament were selected to be a part of the Northern 
Queensland team. The boys played hard winning three 
out of seven games and finished eighth in the competition. 
Congratulations to Cody Brown who was awarded MVP of 
his team. 
Amanda Loechel | Teacher

Co-Curricular Photographs
If you have not done so already, please order your Sporting, Music and 
Cultural photographs from AdvancedLife before the cut off (Monday 2 
November) to ensure these can be collected before the end of Term 4. Year 
12 group and muck up photographs are also available to order. 

Online Order link: https://www.advancedimage.com.au/keycode/
keycodefinder.aspx?keycode=XGNL8PRBG 

ONLINE ORDER CODE: XGN L8P RBG

Craig Brown | Deputy Principal - Community (Acting)
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The Early Offer Program announced in May 2020 has been well received, with more than 1,150 Year 12 students placing JCU as 
their first preference for non-quota courses.*  This is an increase of 188 per cent over last year, which is good news for the Northern 
Queensland economy. The knock-on effect is that, as their peer group receive their offers via QTAC, more students would like to take 
JCU up on its early offer opportunity. To help with this, and ensure students have opportunities to receive an early offer before they 
finish school, we are extending the closing date for applications to Friday 20 November.  

Students can follow the existing process of working with one of your staff on the nomination form. Within 48 hours of receipt of their 
recommendation, students will receive a conditional offer from JCU. Students still need to lodge their QTAC Application with their Early 
Offer course as first preference to receive their official offer. Find out more here.

For students who aren’t confident about meeting course pre-requisites, applications for the Certificate of Higher Education are still 
open. The Certificate of Higher Education gives students a low-cost option to complete pre-requisites in time to start uni next year. On 
successful completion, they will be one step closer to enrolling in their chosen course. Find out more here.

Finally, thank you for your school’s support for the Year 12 Student Success Package and other exciting initiatives we have launched 
this year. It has also been super to see how even in times of great challenge we have been able to deliver on the promise that there’s 
a place for you at JCU in this our 50th year.  

VINNIES
CHRISTMAS

APPEAL
ITEMS  BETWEEN  $5  -  $10  ARE  BEING  COLLECTED  DURING  

WEEK  4  -  WEEK  6  AS  PART  OF  THIS  YEAR 'S  CHRISTMAS  APPEAL .

HOUSES  ARE  COLLECTING  SPECIFIC  ITEMS  AS  PER  BELOW ;

Reid

Perfumes / 

Soap packs

Baillie

Make up / 

Hair care

Nolan

Sporting

 equipment

Putney

Beach 

towels

PLEASE  BRING  ITEMS  TO  THE  IDENTITY  &  MISSION  OFFICE  (RED  DOOR)

Wallets, purses,

clutches etc

Carew Rice

Jewellery

Board games /

card games

Treacy
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Vinnies Christmas Appeal
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