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A Catholic Secondary College in the Edmund Rice Tradition
The Edmund Rice Community acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land on which the College stands, the Bindal 
and Wulgurukaba People, and pay our respects to the Elders past, present and future.

From the Principal

The Ignatius Park College Community would like to humbly acknowledge the Wulgurukaba peoples on whose land our College is located, as well as the 
Bindal peoples on whose land many of us live and travel across daily. We respectfully thank the elders of this traditional land both past and present for 
guiding us through the journey of time to where we are today. This spiritual and cultural journey is significant in allowing the freedoms our society has today. 
As a community we reflect on the history of Australia and its First Nations peoples and ask all elders to guide us to a promising and enriching future. As 
a community we will continue to develop our minds to be respectful and learn from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as well as all people who make 
up this country of Australia. 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,

It is amazing that we are already in the second week of term. Term 4 is a term packed with many major events and celebrations. It is 
important that our students keep looking ahead towards the finishing line and not get distracted along the way. For our Year 11s, they have 
commenced Unit 3 of the new QCE and our Year 12s are completing assignments, with our ATAR students preparing for their external 
assessment, commencing in Week 4. For both groups this will be a demanding term where they will need to focus on their studies.

We have placed a great deal of emphasis on continuous improvement and raising academic standards throughout the course of this year. 
Much of this has involved working with staff in their professional growth and development, looking at ways to analyse and utilise student 
feedback and providing resources for staff to focus on areas of improvement. Staff have engaged with this process wholeheartedly and 
we a seeing the signs in terms of learning outcomes.

Equally, our language around student expectations has been a focus. High expectations are the foundations of a successful learning 
culture. While every student is at a different point on their learning journey and possesses a unique set of gifts, every student can strive 
to be the best that they can be. Success is not always measured by the number of ‘A’s’ on a report card, but more by whether students 
are progressing and moving ahead in their learning. This takes self-discipline, organisation and resilience. These are the qualities upon 
which I hope Iggy Park will build its reputation as a school of excellence and the school of choice in Northern Queensland.

This needs to be a team effort with teachers and students striving for personal excellence and parents supporting their sons in their 
learning. My desire is to make our very good school a GREAT school, one that is the envy 
of other schools throughout Queensland.

Welcome Mr Vilton Crasto
We welcome this Mr Vilton Crasto, our new Business Manager who commences this 
week. Mr Crasto had a financial leadership position previously at Townsville Enterprise.

Mental Health Week
This week is Mental Health Awareness Week. One in five of us experience a mental health 
issue every year and this week is an opportunity to advocate for and raise awareness of 
mental health. With the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic still impacting on the lives of 
our community it is important that we take time to address our own mental health and 
the welfare of others around us. This week a number of activities have been organised 
in the College such as 'Chalk it: Talk it', where students can write positive mental health 
messages on the pavements around the school to create connection, awareness and 
peer permission to talk about mental health. 

COLOURED 
CLOTHES DAY

FRIDAY 16 OCTOBER
GOLD COIN DONATION 

FOR CHILDHOOD 
CANCER. 

NO PARENT ATTENDANCE DUE 
TO COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS. 

mailto:info@ipc.qld.edu.au
http://www.ipc.qld.edu.au
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From the Principal (continued) 

Awards Day
A reminder that our Awards Day will be held on Thursday, 22 October 2020. Due to COVID restrictions, parents and caregivers will not be 
able to attend the awards ceremony. The event commences at 10.55am and will live streamed so parents and caregivers can view the 
speeches and presentation of awards.

Farewell Mr Brendan Stewart and Mr Tom Mitchell
This week Mr Brendan Stewart finishes at Iggy Park after serving 27 years as a staff member at the College. He has been successful in 
gaining a Principal position at St Mary’s College, Toowoomba. Since 1994 he has worked in several roles within the College, including 
both in the pastoral and studies area. He has been foundational in developing curriculum throughout the College from Years 7 – 12 and 
has supported many Senior students with their QCS preparation and career pathways beyond Iggy Park.  He has always displayed a 
deep commitment to the learning and wellbeing of each individual student. He doesn’t just know the students, he knows their stories and 
has supported many families over the years. This commitment has been characterised by Mr Stewart’s high-level skills, determination, 
honesty, insight, loyalty and empathy. We will miss his presence at the College.
Dr Wayne Tinsey, Executive Director of the EREA in Melbourne sent the following email that was shared at our assembly last week.

I am thrilled to be able to offer these few words of farewell and congratulations to Brendan Stewart. 
I was thrilled when I heard that Brendan had been chosen to take on the leadership of St Marys College Toowoomba, in 2021. St 
Mary’s is indeed fortunate to have someone of Brendan’s calibre and qualities as their leader. 
Brendan has been an extraordinary servant of Ignatius Park College and within EREA more broadly. It is difficult for us to express in 
words our gratitude and admiration for this terrific man and wonderful leader. I know that Ignatius Park will miss Brendan enormously 
after an extraordinary commitment that spans 27 years. 
However, I know that you will rejoice as we do, that someone who Brendan's quality and calibre will take over the leadership of 
another Catholic school. 
Brendan, on behalf of the broader Edmund Rice Education family across Australia, I thank and congratulate you. I wish you well and 
please know of our gratitude and support for you and your family always.
My deepest appreciation. 
Dr Wayne Tinsey 

Mr Tom Mitchell (Inclusive Education Teacher Aide) also finishes at the College after four years of service. We thank Tom for his dedication 
and commitment to the inclusive education students and wish him all the best on his journey beyond Iggy Park.

Deadly Awards
Today the College celebrated the Deadly Awards which was a wonderful celebration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait culture and the 
achievements of each of our students. As Principal of Ignatius Park College, I am proud of the diversity of our student population and 
how our college is enriched by the presence of our students with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander descent. Unfortunately, with COVID 
restrictions we were unable to celebrate this ceremony with parents, friends and relatives. We are proud of each of our Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander students in the College and through our program and activities we aim to build within them confidence to be change 
agents in their community, to set for themselves high expectations in their learning, to develop strong leadership skills and connection 
with their heritage and culture through dance, music and cultural experiences. Congratulations to the following students who won awards: 
Ethan Dawson -Ergon Energy Career Award, Tremaine Body – QATSIF Young Indigenous Leader Award and Gary Tom – Deadly Bala 
Award. We also acknowledge Chevy Corbett, Jeb Eastaughffe, Tai-Reece Hill, Braithen Knox, Trent Laffin, Kmani Levi, Sebastian 
Lynch, Thomas McIntosh, Anthony O’Hagan, Raheem Rolfe, Jazz Spry, Bailey Staff, Gary Tom, Malahi Ware and Cooper Wilkins who 
will be graduating from the College this year. This week we have also celebrated NAIDOC Week with various activities occurring at 
lunchtime in the school, including basket weaving, painting and spear throwing.

Basketball
Good luck to our junior Basketball team who will be competing in Brisbane this week.

St Mary MacKillop
St Mary MacKillop was canonised by Pope Benedict XVI in Rome on October 17, 2010. This week celebrates ten years on, the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph are inviting Australians to reflect on what the canonisation of Australia’s first saint meant to them then and now.

The theme chosen for this celebration is "Take Fresh Courage". This theme reflects the many challenges Australians have faced in 2020 
with the pandemic and is taken from a letter written by St Mary MacKillop in 1877. Let us remember her faith and determination to serve 
others.
Ever generous God,
You inspired Saint Mary MacKillop
To live her life faithful to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and constant in bringing hope and encouragement
to those who were disheartened, lonely or needy.
With confidence in your generous providence
and through the intercession of Saint Mary MacKillop.
We ask that our faith and hope be fired afresh by the Holy Spirit
so that we too, like Mary MacKillop, may live with courage, trust and openness.
Ever generous God hear our prayer.
We ask this through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Live Jesus in our Heart. Forever.
Shaun Clarke | Principal
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Prayers
Two prayers this week – one for NAIDOC Week, and one for Mental Health 
Week. I am so grateful to everyone who helped us meaningfully celebrate both 
themes in Week 2.

NAIDOC Week
God of Love, You are the Creator of all 
things.  We acknowledge the pain and 
shame of our history and the sufferings 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait peoples. 
We ask for your forgiveness. We thank 
you for the survival of Indigenous 
cultures. We pray for your strength and 
grace to forgive, accept and love one 
another, as you love us and forgive and accept us 
in the sacrifice of your Son. Give us the courage to 
accept the realities of our history so that we may build 
a better future for our Nation. Teach us to respect all 
cultures. Teach us to care for our land and waters. Help 
us to share justly the resources of this land. Help us 
to bring about spiritual and social change to improve 
the quality of life for all groups in our communities, 
especially the disadvantaged. Help young people to 
find true dignity and self-esteem by your Spirit. May your power and love be the 
foundations on which we build our families, our communities, and our Nation. 
ALWAYS WAS, ALWAYS WILL BE. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Mental Health
Loving God, we pray today for those who are confronted by the sadness, 
ambiguity and confusion of mental illness, and for those upon whom they depend 
for attention and compassionate care. Look with mercy on all whose afflictions 
bring them weakness, distress, confusion or isolation. Provide for them homes 
of dignity and peace; give to them understanding helpers and the willingness to 
accept help. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Toast Room
House groups have been allocated weeks to run the Toast Room. The roster 
continues in Week 3:

Week 3 – Nolan
Week 4 – Treacy
Week 5 – Carew
Week 6 – Baillie
Week 7 – Rice
Week 8 - CLOSED
Coloured Clothes Day
On Friday 16 October, students are invited to wear casual, appropriate clothes 
and support Childhood Cancer Support. The theme is ‘Talk Like a Pirate’. This 
day coincides with Battle of the Bands. Please encourage your son/s to wear 
coloured clothes and make a donation to a worthy cause. 

Johanna Smith | Deputy  Principal - Identity and Mission
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NAIDOC Week at Iggy Park
The theme for NAIDOC Week in 2020 is ‘Always Was, Always Will Be’. This asks for all Australians to acknowledge and 
celebrate that we have the longest continuing culture in the world right here with Aboriginal culture lasting at least the last 
60,000 years. Around the country, official NAIDOC celebrations have been postponed this year. However, we still need to 
be aware of this theme and its importance in our country and College community. 
During this week at IPC, a number of classes have had some guest speakers discussing Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 
culture. The College also celebrated the annual Iggy Park Deadlys and the Journey 2 Jobs Deadly Destinations Career 
Expo this week. 
Andrew Kirkpatrick| Program Leader - Indigenous and Multicultural

NAIDOC Week The Rainbow Serpent came out of the Dreamtime to create this land. It is represented by 
the snake and it forms the shape of Australia, which symbolises how it created our lands. 
The colour from the Rainbow Serpent is reflected on to the figure to display our connection 
to the Rainbow Serpent, thus our connection to country. The overlapping colours on the 
outside is the Dreamtime. The figure inside the shape of Australia is a representation of 
Indigenous Australians showing that this country - since the dawn of time - always was, and 
always will be Aboriginal land.

Artwork: Shape of Land by Tyrown Waigana

facebook.com/NAIDOC @naidocweek @naidocweek 
naidoc.org.au #NAIDOC2020 

#AlwaysWasAlwaysWillBe8-15 nov 2020
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Leadership Breakfast
Monday 26 October 2020 7.00 – 8.30 am
Student’s only due to COVID-19 restrictions. Photographer will be present to take photos. 
Forms need to be returned to the College with payment by Monday, 19 October 2020. 
John Doolan | Deputy Principal - Pastoral

Social Justice Project
The Year 12 Religion and Ethics Vet students are 
planning and implementing a Social Justice Project: 
‘Men of IPC for the Men of TSV’.  As a cohort they 
are collecting thongs and male personal hygiene 
products for the Men’s Hostel.  These items will 
contribute to restoring some dignity to men living 
rough in Townsville.  For example, as a minimum, you 
need to have thongs to go to Centrelink.
Additional to this, the classes have been assembling 
Christmas decorations to donate, kindly cut out on the 
laser cutter by Mr Mitchell.  Thanks go to the Industrial 
Technologies department for donating materials 
required to do this.  The boys have also been making 
Christmas cards that clients from the Hostel can give 
to someone special during the festive period.
Jodie Roberts | Pastoral Leader - Baillie House

VET and Industry Placement
School-based Apprenticeship
Congratulations to Jarrod Chaillon (11 Reid) on securing 
a school-based apprenticeship with Quick Start Auto 
Electrical. Jarrod will now attend work at least one day 
a week through to graduation next year. We would like 
to thank Shane, Sheralee and the team at Quick Start 
for offering Jarrod this valuable opportunity.
Grant Rossiter | VET Program Leader

Pastoral

Awards Ceremony
A reminder that our Awards Day will be held on Thursday, 22 October 2020. Due to COVID restrictions, parents and 
caregivers will not be able to attend the awards ceremony. The event commences at 10.55am and will live streamed so 
parents and caregivers can view the speeches and presentation of awards
Craig Brown | Deputy Principal - Community and Staff Development (Acting)

Sibling Enrolments Year 7, 2021
Please ensure you submit enrolment applications for siblings for next year as a matter of high priority. If you need any 
information or would like a hard copy application form, please do not hesitate to contact me. You can apply to enrol online:
https://www.ipc.qld.edu.au/enrolment/online-enrolment/
Kirrilee Browning | Executive Assistant to Principal 

https://www.ipc.qld.edu.au/enrolment/online-enrolment/
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Mental Health Week
It has been a busy week this week raising awareness for 
Mental Health Week and the importance of “taking time” which 
is the Mental Health Week theme for 2020. Taking time for 
yourself is proven to boost your mental wellbeing.  
In House assemblies this week, the students were encouraged 
“man up and speak up” and that emotions have no gender. 
Discussion was held about the importance of crying when 
things get tough and letting people know if you aren’t travelling 
well. Here is the one minute video that the students saw on 
Monday which reinforces this message. (Language warning).
In supporting the Year 12 theme of “You are not invisible” 
and the symbol of the planes - one of the activities this week 
included the making (and flying) of paper planes. Prizes were 
given for Most Creative, Furthest distance and also Most 
Accurate. 
Winners were Ethan Sampson (9 Rice) and Dominick Osborne (9 Baillie) – Tied for Longest Distance, Jackson Hatchard (7 
Rice) – Most Creative, and Adam Konidis (7 Carew) – Most Accurate
Chalk it and Talk it was also a colourful success! The aim of this mental health week activity was for students (and staff) 
to write positive well-being messages on the concrete around the school. The students wrote beautiful messages of hope 
and resilience. When walking through the school it was a powerful and extremely colourful reminder to speak up and that 
no-one is invisible or alone.
Through the week we also had a trivia competition which focused on ways to boost your mental health and how to 
support friends and family that were struggling. Students answered questions each day with them “spinning to win” LIVIN 
merchandise!  
Dannielle Charge | Student Counsellor

https://youtu.be/aSAeOhCrv_s
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The Certificate of Higher Education is a low-cost, online short course enabling students to study the pre-requisite subjects 
they may need for university next year. 
With the new curriculum and ATAR testing, as well as a global pandemic, the feedback is that many students are facing 
anxiety having not studied certain subjects throughout Year 11 and 12, and that they won’t satisfy the maths or chemistry 
pre-requisites for their chosen bachelor degree. By completing these pre-requisites in short, intensive blocks between 
November 2020 and January 2021 students can focus on their Year 12 studies now, and be ready to start their Bachelor 
degree in February 2021.
What will students learn?
Students only need to choose the subjects they need to meet the pre-requisites for their chosen course. Subjects include:

Why should students study the Certificate of Higher Education?
The Certificate of Higher Education gives students a low-cost option to get their pre-requisites sorted in time to start uni 
next year. 
Applications for the Certificate of Higher Education are now open. More information is available is available via
https://www.jcu.edu.au/undergraduate-short-courses/certificate-of-higher-education.

https://www.jcu.edu.au/undergraduate-short-courses/certificate-of-higher-education.
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YEAR 7, 2022
ENROL NOW - VACANCIES AVAILABLE
WWW.IPC.QLD.EDU.AU/ENROL

YEAR 7, 2021
SIBLING APPLICATIONS

IF YOU HAVE NOT YET ENROLLED YOUR SON 
FOR YEAR 7, 2021, COULD YOU PLEASE ENROL 
AS A MATTER OF PRIORITY. 

PLEASE CONTACT MRS KIRRILEE BROWNING 
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR ENROL ONLINE 
TODAY.
WWW.IPC.QLD.EDU.AU/ENROL

http://WWW.IPC.qld.edu.au/enrol
mailto:Kirrilee.Browning%40IPC.qld.edu.au?subject=
http://WWW.IPC.qld.edu.au/enrol

