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A Catholic Secondary College in the Edmund Rice Tradition
The Edmund Rice Community acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land on which the College stands, the Bindal 
and Wulgurukaba People, and pay our respects to the Elders past, present and future.

From the Principal

The Ignatius Park College Community would like to humbly acknowledge the Wulgurukaba peoples on whose land our College is located, as well as the 
Bindal peoples on whose land many of us live and travel across daily. We respectfully thank the elders of this traditional land both past and present for 
guiding us through the journey of time to where we are today. This spiritual and cultural journey is significant in allowing the freedoms our society has today. 
As a community we reflect on the history of Australia and its First Nations peoples and ask all elders to guide us to a promising and enriching future. As 
a community we will continue to develop our minds to be respectful and learn from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as well as all people who make 
up this country of Australia. 

Dear Parents, Friends and Carers

Last Saturday, marked the 75th Anniversary since the end of the Second World War. This war lasted nearly six years and 
took place on several different continents and oceans. In Europe, the Germans surrendered on 7 May, just a week after the 
death of Adolf Hitler. But, in Australia, the fighting continued for another three months until Japan finally accepted the Allies 
demand for unconditional surrender. On 15 August, 1945, fighting ceased, ending World War Two. Townsville, as a city,  
was pivotal in the defence of our country, despite having three air raids by the Japanese in July 1942, there was a wonderful 
sense of resilience and strength with the uncertainties of war.
In fact, after the air raids, at Our Lady’s Mount (Christian Brothers School prior to Iggy Park) on Stanton Hill, Brother 
McCartney was informed by the Americans that two three-inch batteries would be placed in the playground. Students had 
to play around them in the yard. After the raids, students in grade six and below were not allowed to attend school. The 
war changed lives for so many people and impacted so greatly on Townsville. It is important for us to remember on this 
anniversary that some 40,000 Australians didn't return home to their families. Over 17,000 of them lost their lives while 
fighting in the war against Japan, 8,000 of them died in Japanese captivity. Prime Minister Ben Chifley stated on 15 August 
1945:
Let us remember those whose lives were given that we may 
enjoy this glorious moment and may look forward to a peace 
which they have won for us. 

Some 75 years on we are now being challenged as a society 
with a global pandemic. Despite the uncertainties this 
pandemic brings, there is a sense of hope. A hope that we will 
eventually move through the restrictions that impinge upon 
our daily lives and re-enter into some 'normality' in our lives. 
Unfortunately, with the current restrictions, we have had to 
make changes to the structure of our Graduation for this year. 
Although these were not easy decisions to make, we wanted 
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Principal

From the Principal (continued) 

to keep as many rituals as possible into the evenings and we are committed to providing functions that focused on our Year 
12 students. Thank you to parents for the positive emails we received, understanding the circumstances we currently face 
and the need to make the evenings a special event for our Year 12 students, who have all experienced an unprecedented 
graduation year. 
Despite the restrictions of COVID-19, it is wonderful to see the various activities occurring throughout the College. Curiosity, 
creativity, problem solving, mindfulness and compassion are just some of the skills and qualities we aim to foster in our 
students at Iggy Park. We do this through our daily teaching and learning programs and our extra-curricular programs in a 
climate of care and support, all wrapped in a strong belief that every student can learn and reach their full potential.
As I reflect on the past week, I am filled with a quiet sense of pride at how well our students are doing in so many areas 
of their learning. Strong examples of curiosity and creative thinking were most evident during lunch time this week, seeing 
students engaging in practical activities for Science Week such as magnetic fishing, water rocket lauch, ocean slime, 
boat races and water balloon games. Their creative minds were evident as they tried to work out how to launch bottles in 
the air using water and air pressure to gain the greatest height. An exemplary example of compassion is the boys recent 
experience raising awareness and funds for those who may be experiencing homelessness. I was fortunate to visit the Drop 
in Centre with some of our Year 12 students who cooked breakfast for the homeless. The students not only interacted with 
the homeless who visited the centre, but had an opportunity to learn about the causes of homelessness and what it means 
to be homeless and have reacted with great empathy by providing donations for the centre. Advocacy is an important part 
in the process of awareness-raising and making a change. Our students regularly demonstrate their support for those at the 
margins predominantly through their generosity of donations to worthwhile causes, but we also need to help our students 
to be leaders of change through advocacy events and giving our students a voice to impact decisions that can make these 
changes happen. This is all part of the education our students receive at Iggy Park that support our Touchstones and we 
continue to be impressed by the manner in which our students engage with this part of their learning.
Finally, I would like to make mention of our Year 10 and 1st XIII Rugby League teams who have demonstrated the good 
values that both Iggy Park and their parents instill. Although I did not have the opportunity to travel to Mackay to see them 
play, they have continued to play as a cohesive team, winning both games. However, what impressed me was to receive 
the following messages on Facebook from travelers who were in Mackay and encountered our students. In the message 
they stated the following:
Sending a shout out to your football team in Mackay at the moment. We stopped at the same motel as the boys last night 
and they can hold their heads up high. They represented their school and Townsville with distinction. Proud Townsvillians. 
(Hope they had some luck with St Pats today in their game.)

and
I would like to thank & have the four young men at the 4ways Shopping Centre, Mackay, acknowledged for their courtesy 
in giving up their tables for us today. And...congratulations on the team win  

My hope is that they can transfer these behaviours to every aspect of their life.
We are incredibly blessed at Iggy Park; our students continue to strive to be the best they can, whilst facing the typical 
challenges of adolescence and young adulthood that we know all too well in what is a very challenging year. Now moving into 
the second half of Term 3, I want to congratulate our students for their resilience, their determination and their commitment 
to their learning. I encourage all our students to keep aspiring for excellence, and to keep living the Iggy spirit!

Live Jesus in our Heart. Forever.

Shaun Clarke | Principal
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Identity and Mission

Praying for hard times
God, when we are in the midst of uncertainty, may we know faith. When in the midst of 
anxiety, may we know serenity. When in the midst of stress, may we know calm. When in 
the midst of fear, may we know trust. When in the midst of bewilderment, may we know 
assurance. When in the midst of confusion, may we know confidence. When in the midst 
of a pandemic, may we know peace. When in the midst of whatever, may we know love. 
AMEN

Invitation from Bishop Tim Harris - Catholic Youth Commission, Townsville Diocese
Bishop Tim is establishing a Diocesan Youth Commission and is looking for members. If 
you love God, care about young people, live in or beyond Townsville and enjoy working in 
a team to create and develop vision and strategies you may want to put in an Expression 
of Interest. Email youth@tsv.catholic.org.au to receive an Information Pack and register 
for an information session (dates: 18/08/20 or 29/08/20). For more information contact 
the Youth Office – 4726 3262.  Closing date: Friday 4 September.

Alpha Online Youth Series
Join us for eight weeks of Online Alpha. Every week we meet online to watch a video and 
have discussions about life, purpose and faith. During Week 6, we travel on an Alpha 
weekend to continue Alpha, experience spirituality and deepen friendships through 
various activities like hiking, fishing, swimming, games night, campfire and many more 
activities. If you are aged between 15 and 25 years old, live in or beyond Townsville, and 
want to explore questions about life, purpose and faith with other young people register 
for Alpha. Email youth@tsv.catholic.org.au to register and receive more information. 
Alpha starts Tuesday, 25 August 2020.

Faith in Action
The following Faith in Action 
activities are happening in the next 
two weeks:
• Toast Room – Week 7 is hosted 
by Carew
• Collection of Goods – Members 
of each House are encouraged 
to bring items to be donated to 
the Drop In Centre over the next 
few weeks. At the end of the first 
week of collection, it is clear that 
we need more donations!! See the 
poster for details.
For more information, come to the 
Identity & Mission Office.

Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion – Training
If your son is interested in becoming 
an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion, there is a training 
session being held in Week 7. 
To be eligible, your son must be 
baptized in the Catholic Church, 
and have made his Confirmation 
and First Eucharist. If your son 
is interested, please send him to 
the Identity & Mission Office to 
collect specific information and a 
permission form.

  
Johanna Smith | Deputy Principal - Identity and Mission

HELP THE HOMELESS!
DROP-IN CENTRE
CHARITY DRIVE

Carew

Rice

Treacy

Reid

Nolan

Putney

Baillie

17 August - 4 September
All donations to be placed in the collection bins outside 

the Identity and Mission Office (Red Door).
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Curriculum

Vocational Education and Training (VET)
School-base Apprentice

This week we congratulate Benjamin McLean (Year 11 Reid) on 
being signed up for a school-based apprenticeship with AJ McLean 
Constructions. Tony and Julie at AJ McLean Constructions have been 
great supporters of our industry placement program for many years, 
for which we are very grateful. We hope, once he overcomes his injury, 
Ben has a long and happy career in the construction industry.

Industry Placement

All Year 11 and 12 VET students should have now rung their employers 
and be ready for a great week of ‘real world’ work next week. Please 
remind the students to ensure they have all their required work wear, 
boots etc. in preparation for the week. We wish them all well on their 
working week.

2021 TAFE

We have had an excellent response from the current Year 11 cohort 
with applying for TAFE courses for 2021. If your son has not yet applied, 
but would like to, we suggest that he does so quickly. Many of these 
courses fill quickly and there are inevitably disappointed students each 
year.

If you would like more information on the courses available or how to 
apply, please email julie.owen@Ipc.qld.edu.au.
Grant Rossiter | VET Program Leader

Co-Curricular

Essay Competition for Social Sciences Week

JCU is running an essay competition for Social Sciences Week. You need to identify an issue in the world that you are 
passionate about and explore how the social sciences can help you make a positive impact. 

You can write about any topic past or present, and tackle it through any social science, including anthropology, archaeology, 
sociology, politics or criminology.
Essays should be 800 - 1000 words and entries close on 22 August 2020. Please visit:
https://experience.jcu.edu.au/socialsciencesweek

Andrea Tarttelin | Faculty Leader - English

EREBB Debate: IPC v St Kevin's NZ

On Monday, 17 August, Ignatius Park College represented Australia in the international debate against New Zealand 
students from St Kevin's College in Oamaru. The foundation of the debate was Shakespeare still holds relevance in our 
contemporary society, and as the negative we argued the fact that Shakespeare no longer has relevance today. 

Our international team constisted of four students: Aiden Simkin, Hunter Finlay and myself, with Mitchell Parker as 
Chairperson. After working past some sound issues via the Zoom platform, we began at 8.00am, with our first speaker Aiden 
initiating the debate discussing the inappropriate content of Shakespeare's plays which makes it unsuited to educational 
environments. After a response from the New Zealand side, Hunter, our second speaker, continued the debate by touching 
on topics such as Shakespeare’s language and the numerous misguiding phrases at our disposal. At this point in the debate 
the affirmative team finished with their rebuttals and concluding statements to have me then follow to conclude the debate. 

Overall, this was an experience like no other and truly allowed for a greater understanding of the differences and similarities 
between nations and their outlook on key topics. Not only was this educational, but it also provided the opportunity to meet 
other students outside of Australia to share our individual experiences as seniors in our last year in secondary education.  

Andrea Tarttelin | Faculty Leader - English

mailto:julie.owen@Ipc.qld.edu.au
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Co-Curricular

Junior CBSQ Basketball Team

The Junior CBSQ Basketball team were defeated by the Senior Northern Beaches High School team yesterday 52-60. It 
was a well fought game particularly in the second half with the team coming from a 20 point deficit at half time. The team 
were missing three players which greatly affected their offensive and defensive plays early on until the team found their 
rhythm, but, it wasn’t quite enough. Stocklands Star of the Week goes to Kynan McMahon who took on the point guard 
leadership on court as well as 17 points for the total score. Well done boys!

Amanda Loechel | Team Manager

Year 12 Student Success Package

Early Offers - ongoing until 21 October

In a year where the only certainty has been uncertainty, JCU is helping to remove some of the anxiety around university 
applications by continuing to issue Early Offers to Year 12 students right through to 21 October. If you know a student who 
you feel would be eligible, whether it be based on their academic performance, motivation, or talents, please encourage 
them to apply to secure their place at JCU in 2021.

Reminder: we'd like to remind guidance officers and students that when submitting QTAC applications students must 
include their Early Offer course as their first preference in order to secure their place at JCU. Students will additionally 
receive an offer via QTAC. 

https://www.jcu.edu.au/year-12/early-offer
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Co-Curricular

Uniform Shop

Items now in stock!

Laptop Bags

$45.00

Melissa Sheppard | Uniform Shop Convenor

J2J Year 10 Workshop

Registered students in the Journey 2 Jobs program in Year 10 were recently given an opportunity to participate in a 
workshop with Dean Tuckey from Psynergy Consulting. Objectives of the session were to provide tools for students to build 
confidence, resilience and set goals. While the J2J program is aimed at supporting students with the transition to positive 
post-schooling pathways, many aspects of their lives will benefit from gaining the knowledge in this workshop. We thank 
Dean for his continued support and look forward to many more sessions assisting other students in the future.

Andrew Kirkpatrick | Program Leader - Indigenous and Multicultural

Junior CBSQ Basketball Team

The Junior CBSQ Basketball team have been very fortunate to 
have numerous businesses sponsor the team for costs associated 
with travelling to Brisbane in October for the Champion Basketball 
School of Queensland Tournament. The sponsorship will help 
purchase their playing uniform, travel shirt/shorts, warm-up top and 
backpack. Stockland have been very generous with providing each 
of the ten players a $50 voucher as well as sponsoring a ‘Stockland 
Star of the Week’ award which Joshua Corcoran and Cody Brown 
achieved for their contribution to the team game the past two weeks. 
The following businesses have put their support behind the team 
which we are very thankful for. 

Amanda Loechel | Team Manager
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Fully funded allied health training 
gible

This course is ideal if you are: 

•
•
•

Limited spots available 

you’re interested in starting a fulfilling new career as an allied health 

Website:
 
Contact: Email:

breakthrucollege.edu.au 0438 449 868  

Community
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