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A Catholic Secondary College in the Edmund Rice Tradition
The Edmund Rice Community acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land on which the College stands, the Bindal 
and Wulgurukaba People, and pay our respects to the Elders past, present and future.

From the Principal

The Ignatius Park College Community would like to humbly acknowledge the Wulgurukaba peoples on whose land our College is located, as well as the 
Bindal peoples on whose land many of us live and travel across daily. We respectfully thank the elders of this traditional land both past and present for 
guiding us through the journey of time to where we are today. This spiritual and cultural journey is significant in allowing the freedoms our society has today. 
As a community we reflect on the history of Australia and its First Nations peoples and ask all elders to guide us to a promising and enriching future. As 
a community we will continue to develop our minds to be respectful and learn from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as well as all people who make 
up this country of Australia. 

Dear Parents, Friends and Carers

This week, the College has signed a partnership with James Cook University. Ignatius Park College is the first school in 
Townsville who is working collaboratively with the university. This partnership is an exciting new venture with the College, 
which will provide experiences for students, teachers and parents, to build a strong network through various activities that 
will support student development and transitioning to higher education. Thank you to Mr Brendan Stewart and our College 
Board - Education sub-committee who assisted in the establishment of this vital partnership, which will allow us to work 
cohesively with the university.

Ignatius Park College is a Catholic School in the Edmund Rice Tradition. Our Touchstones call us to be a College community 
that respects the dignity and uniqueness of each individual. As a College, our vision has always been to nurture the fullness 
of each student, where they are called not only to develop their own capacities and lives, but be vibrant participants in the 
life and well-being of their society and culture. It is our aspiration that our students who walk out the gates of Iggy Park at 
the end of their schooling are prepared for the world of work and are committed to make a positive difference in the world. 
Pope Francis once stated, “Where there is no work, there is no dignity.”

Over the past decade, it has become evident that the way we live and work has been dramatically altered by factors such 
as globalisation, rapid increases in information and communications technology, significant demographic shifts, resource 
scarcity and climate change. By 2025, it is projected there will be 2 million new jobs in Australia and demand for 12 million 
additional qualifications in the next 15 years. At the same time, 40% of Australian jobs that currently exist, will disappear. 
There will be a reduction in the need for workers to complete routine, manual tasks and an increase in time workers spend 
focusing on problem solving, strategic problems and thinking creatively. Importantly, the concept of a ‘job for life’ no longer 
exists. It is predicted that Australians will change employers 17 times across five different careers during their working 
life. As a College our 2019 -2021 strategic plan is Moving Beyond Horizons and focuses on developing the skills and 
capabilities of our young men, not only for today’s world but that of the future. The College is currently engaging Mrs Marie 
Previte to review our VET offerings at Iggy Park and provide recommendations for enhancing skills and training through 
our curriculum that enable outcomes for students leading to successful post school pathways. In 2021 the College will be 
offering some new offerings such a Diploma in Business in Year 11, Certificate III – IDMT in Video Gaming Programming 
and in Year 10 VET Certificate I in Hospitality. These subjects provide an opportunity for our students to further develop new 
skill frameworks to prepare them for a changing world.

mailto:info@ipc.qld.edu.au
http://www.ipc.qld.edu.au
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From the Principal (continued) 

This week is the halfway mark through our term. It is important for students this term to consolidate their learning. For 
students wishing to improve their results in second semester, the following strategies might be helpful:

• Be positive 
• Take responsibility for your own learning 
• Minimise distractions whilst studying 
• Revise all classes that you had at school that day and make a list of clarifying questions for your teachers or peers. 
• Get good quality sleep, eat healthily, exercise regularly and participate in family events. Give you best to all activities 

you undertake. 

Last week, we were informed that Br Paul Conn cfc (Principal of Christian Brothers’ High School, Lewisham) has been 
elected as Deputy Province Leader of the Christian Brothers in Oceania Province. Br Paul Conn cfc was Principal of 
Ignatius Park College from 1998 to 2002. We warmly congratulate Br Paul on this well-deserved appointment and his 
continuation of his mission of Edmund Rice in his new role. 

I have been informed by the Holy Spirit Primary School that some parents are not showing courtesy when using the parish 
car park area. Some parents are not using the correct drop and go areas, driving the wrong way in the car park and are 
parking on the footpath. We are asking parents of both school communities to abide by protocols of the car park to ensure 
the safety of our students. Please be aware the police will have a presence in this area and will penalise drivers who 
endanger the safety of our students.

Ms Tamara Apenis, one of our Drama teachers, will be finishing at Ignatius Park at the end of the year. Ms Apenis who 
is originally from Perth, is keen to return to Western Australia to be with her family next year. We thank Ms Apenis her 
dedication and passion to the drama area and we will formally farewell her at the end of the year.

Congratulations to both our Year 10 and 1st XIII Rugby League teams who won convincingly against Mackay High School 
in the Aaron Payne competition yesterday. 

Tonight, some of our Year 10 students will participate in the homeless sleep-out. From this activity, it is hoped that our 
students will gain an understanding the plight of homeless people. The boys will sleep outside in the elements, eat soup 
and appreciate the difficulties homeless people face daily. Having adequate shelter is a basic human right; a right that the 
Church affirms as a key part of respecting and recognising our personhood. All people should be able to access a safe, 
stable and adequate home. As a College, we have been supporting the Drop-In Centre through cooking breakfast and 
raising financial support. The sleep-out provides an opportunity for our students to realise, through real life experience, that 
life for homeless people is extremely difficult. We, as a community, need to challenge the social, economic and political 
structures that marginalise these people in restrictive unjust ways. 

This Saturday is the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary which commemorates the death of Mary and 
her bodily assumption into Heaven. It signifies the Blessed Virgin’s passing into eternal life. The Feast of the Assumption 
has always been an important day for the Christian Brothers. Blessed Edmund Rice devoted his prayers towards Mary 
and prayed before a picture of the Assumption. The congregation was proclaimed on this feast day in the presence of the 
Presentation Sisters in Waterford. Br Ambrose Treacy left Ireland, with three brothers, for Australia on this day the Feast of 
the Assumption in 1868. 

Father in heaven,
all creation rightly gives you praise,
for all life and all holiness come from you.
In the plan of your wisdom
she who bore the Christ in her womb
was raised body and soul in glory to be with him in heaven.
May we follow her example in reflecting your holiness
and join in her hymn of endless love and praise.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Live Jesus in our Heart. Forever.

Shaun Clarke | Principal
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Identity and Mission

Praying during the Feast of the Assumption
Almighty Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, you have 
revealed the beauty of your power by exalting the lowly 
virgin of Nazareth and making her the mother of our 
Saviour. May the prayers of this woman clothed with the 
sun bring Jesus to the waiting world and fill the void of 
incompletion with the presence of her child, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Catholics believe the doctrine of the Assumption, which 
teaches that at the end of her life, Mary, the mother 
of Christ, was taken body and soul into heaven to live 
with her son, Jesus, forever. Mary's body was able to 
go straight to heaven because her soul hadn't been 
tainted by original sin. Catholics celebrate the Feast of 
the Assumption of the Virgin Mary on August 15th each 
year. For the past 3 years, we have celebrated our Anniversary Mass on the Feast of 
the Assumption. The Christian Brothers show a great love of and devotion to Mary, so it 
seems fitting to celebrate on that day. This year, the Assumption falls on a Saturday. Our 
Anniversary Mass will be held on 31 August 2020, at 11.00am.

Faith in Action
The following faith in action activities 
are happening in the next two weeks:

• Toast Room – Week 6 is hosted by 
Baillie

• Townsville Drop In Centre Visits – 
Year 12 students are invited to cook 
breakfast and engage with some 
people experiencing homelessness 
from Weeks 4 to Week 6

• Homeless Sleepout – Tonight! 
Thursday 13 August.

• Collection of Goods – Members 
of each House are encouraged to 
bring items to be donated to the 
Drop In Centre over the next few 
weeks. See the poster for details.

• For more information, come to the 
Identity & Mission Office.

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion – Training
If your son is interested in becoming an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, there 
is a training session being held in Week 7. To be eligible, your son must be baptised 
in the Catholic Church, and have made his Confirmation and First Eucharist. If your 
son is interested, please send him to the Identity and Mission Office to collect specific 
information and a permission form.
  
Johanna Smith | Deputy Principal - Identity and Mission

HELP THE HOMELESS!
DROP-IN CENTRE
CHARITY DRIVE

Carew

Rice

Treacy

Reid

Nolan

Putney

Baillie

17 August - 4 September
All donations to be placed in the collection bins outside 

the Identity and Mission Office (Red Door).
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Vocational Education and Training (VET)
In Week 7, 24 to 28 August, our Year 11 and 12 VET students will attend industry placement. Logbooks for Industry 
Placement Week will be distributed tomorrow.

We would like to remind parents, that students are expected to call their employers no later than the Wednesday, 19 August, 
which is the week prior to placement. This call is to confirm the placement, address, hours and attire. 

If students need assistance with this call, they are welcome to see Julie Owen, or myself, in the VET Office for help.
Grant Rossiter | VET Program Leader

Science
Science Week launches next week from 15-23 August 2020. The theme this year is 
Deep Blue: innovations for the future of our oceans. 

“Don’t be colour blind - help blue oceans keep the planet green.”

Get involved in the SSIQ activities at IPC for National Science Week 2020.
Alyssa Deer | Faculty Leader - Science
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Junior Physics Odyssey Program

Do you have a son with an enquiring mind and a passion for 
investigating? Is he good at science and maths? Encourage 
him to apply for the Junior Physics Odyssey (JPhO), hosted 
by the University of Queensland.

JPhO is a free two-day (non-residential) program, held on 1 
- 2 October on campus in Brisbane. It is for Year 10 students 
with an interest in physics, science and mathematics. The 
program aims to develop students' problem-solving skills as 
well as an appreciation and understanding of physics through 
lectures, tutorials, tours and workshops.

Applications close 1 September.

JPhO presents physics in a format that complements senior 
physics, while also providing techniques for problem solving and great team-work experiences. It is also a fun environment 
for students to meet like minded people.

If your son is interested in attending, you'll need to submit the following documents with your online application by 5pm 
(AEST) on 1 September 2020:

• a copy of your son's most recent report card

• a letter of recommendation from your mathematics or science teacher.

Applications must be received by 1 September 2020 via the event website - click here.
 
Alyssa Deer | Faculty Leader - Science

Diving Deep into External Assessment 

The English Teachers Association of Queensland is offering an opportunity for Year 12 students to focus on the external 
exam and specific texts. These will be delivered in the form of webinars with discussions to follow. The cost is $10 for 
students and you can find more information at www.etaq.org.au

Andrea Tarttelin | Faculty Leader - English

 Co-Curricular

Rowing

On Sunday, our Rowers competed in the first interschool regatta of the season. We had some great results on the day with 
a number of finals appearances. Our final results included:

Boys Year 8 Double- Sebastiaan Arends, Thomas Bartels 4th 

Boys Year 9/10 Double- Vincent Micale, Sonny Crawford 3rd 

Boys Open Double- Zac Judge, Josh Holcroft 3rd

Boys Open Four- Zac Judge, Zachary Skipp, Josh Holcroft, Andrew Harris, Atticus D'Mello 3rd

Boys Open Four- Isaac Truett, Noah Lau, Daniel Weir, Lachlan Larsen 5th 

Boys Eight- Zac Judge, Zachary Skipp, Josh Holcroft, Andrew Harris, Isaac Truett, Noah Lau, Daniel Weir, Lachlan Larsen- 
Atticus D'Mello 3rd

We now look forward to our next regatta on the 23 August. 

Harrison Parks | Rowing Coach

https://future-students.uq.edu.au/events/junior-physics-odyssey
http://www.etaq.org.au
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Townsville 13-15 years Cricket Team Nominations

Students intending to nominate for the Townsviile 13-15 years Cricket team should collect a nomination form from the 
Cultural Room during first recess.  

John Alloway | Program Leader - Sport

Lego Competition Update

Unfortunately, there has been a slight hold up to the Lego Competition. The Competition will be postponed until Term 4. 
However, if you have any Lego at home that you would like to donate to the College, please drop it in to the College Office 
or ask your son to drop it to my office. 

Carolyne Drummond | Defence School Mentor

LEGO MASTERS CLUB
DONATIONS OF LEGO NEEDED! 

IF YOU HAVE SPARE LEGO THAT YOU HAVE LYING 
AROUND AT HOME, WE COULD USE IT FOR OUR LEGO 

CLUB NEXT TERM! 
PLEASE DROP THE LEGO INTO THE COLLEGE OFFICE.

Handball Championship

During this term, the College has run a Handball Competition. In Week 6, the quarter finals start on Tuesday, with eight 
students competing. The winners of the four quarter finals will go on to play in the semi finals. In Week 8, we will hold the 
grand final, where one incredible sportsman will be crowned the winner of the Iggy Park Handball Championship for 2020. 

Congratulations to the eight quarter finalists: Reece Foley (Baillie), Zachary Cozzitorto (Carew), Ethan Woods (Nolan), Beau 
McCarron (Putney), Taj Peterson (Reid), Jackson Waldon (Rice), Cohen Shucksmith (Treacy), Orlando Sartori (Wildcard - 
Nolan). 

John Deer | Pastoral Leader - Treacy
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The countdown is on. We look forward to seeing your son at our 
Virtual Open Day next week - 20 and 22 August. Not only can he 
have all his questions answered about studying at JCU, but he 
can also take part in online activities for the chance to win some 
fantastic prizes.

During Virtual Open Day, students will be able to:

• Live chat with teaching staff, current students and professional 
staff about a range of different services such as: careers and 
employability, admissions, student services and student life.

• Take a 360-degree tour of our state-of-the-art facilities.

• Attend scheduled presentations on a range of courses as well as 
how to apply.

• Book in a 15-minute chat with one of our career counsellors.

• Hear from our outstanding alumni on their professional journey 
during and after graduating from JCU, and so much more.

Register Now

OLD BOYS 
FACEBOOK 
GROUP

https://www.jcu.edu.au/open-day/register-now
https://www.facebook.com/groups/iggyparkoldboys/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/iggyparkoldboys/

