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A Catholic Secondary College in the Edmund Rice Tradition
The Edmund Rice Community acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land on which the College stands, the Bindal 
and Wulgurukaba People, and pay our respects to the Elders past, present and future.

From the Principal

Dear Parents, Friends and Caregivers 

On Monday this week, the Premier outlined plans for the staged reopening of schools in Queensland. For Ignatius Park 
College, this will mean our Year 11 and 12 students will return to school for face to face learning in the classroom. This 
decision by the State Government allows our senior students to return to the College and focus on their learning, for 
our ATAR students to prepare assessment tasks and their external examinations in November, and our VET students 
to complete required practicals to meet  skill requirements to complete their accreditation. For all our senior students, 
returning to school is not just focussing on their studies, but catching up with mates and being able to socialise in a school 
environment.

Our Years 7 – 10 students will continue to be learning online from home, except for students whose parents are essential 
workers. These students will continue to be supervised at school. The Premier will assess the state-wide response to the 
easing of restrictions and hopefully on Monday, 25 May, all remaining students will return to the College for face to face 
teaching. The return of the senior students to the College will be the first stage in the resumption of operations of the school. 
It is essential that all senior students who return to the College follow good hygiene habits such as washing hands and 
social distancing protocols. The College will continue to be cleaned throughout the day to reduce the risk of transmission of 
any infection within the school environment. 

Parents of Year 11 and Year 12 students are reminded that if you to keep your son home from school, due to concerns about 
COVID-19 from next week, there will be limited preference being given to the online learning platform. Remote learning does 
not replace face to face learning and our priority as a College will be to have all our senior students back into classrooms, 
to provide consistency of learning for all students. Please contact the College if you wish to keep your son at home.

I know both our senior students and teachers will be looking forward, with enthusiasm, to returning to the normal routine 
of school life after three weeks of self-isolation and remote learning. Schools are social places and it is not until we lose 
these experiences, that we begin to value the gift of a precious friendship, laughter with mates and speaking to teachers if 
support is needed. I believe the following statement from Instagram,  highlights the insights we can gain as we come out of 
self-isolation to cherish, with gratitude, the power of relationships and culture:
When this is over, may we never again take for granted
A handshake with a stranger, full shelves at the store
Conversations with friends, a crowded theatre
Friday night out, the taste of communion
A routine checkup, the school rush each morning
Coffee with a friend, the stadium roar
Each deep breath, life itself

A Catholic Secondary College in the Edmund Rice Tradition
The Edmund Rice Community acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land on which the College stands, the Bindal 
and Wulgurukaba People, and pay our respects to the Elders past, present and future.

The Ignatius Park College Community would like to humbly acknowledge the Wulgurukaba peoples on whose land our College is located, as well as the 
Bindal peoples on whose land many of us live and travel across daily. We respectfully thank the elders of this traditional land both past and present for 
guiding us through the journey of time to where we are today. This spiritual and cultural journey is significant in allowing the freedoms our society has today. 
As a community we reflect on the history of Australia and its First Nations peoples and ask all elders to guide us to a promising and enriching future. As 
a community we will continue to develop our minds to be respectful and learn from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as well as all people who make 
up this country of Australia.

Edmund Rice Day - 5 May

mailto:info@ipc.qld.edu.au
http://www.ipc.qld.edu.au
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Principal

From the Principal (continued) 
When this end, may we find
That we have become more like the people
We wanted to be, we are called to be
We hoped to be, and may we stay that way
Better for each other because of the worst

On Tuesday, 5 May, we celebrated the Feast Day of Blessed Edmund 
Rice, founder of the Christian Brothers. Normally the College would 
celebrate this day with a whole school Mass and fun activities on the 
Oval. This year – like so many other common events – the celebration did 
look very different.  However, in no way does this lessen the significance 
of the day as we take time to remember and celebrate the wonderful 
legacy this incredible man has gifted us. 

In this year, 2020, when all the world is affected by Covid-19, we will celebrate the life of Edmund Ignatius Rice with the 
theme: Looking Out My Window. Edmund’s Christ-centred vision and life’s work were seeds that have grown into the many 
communities of education, ministry and brotherhood throughout the world. We, as Edmund People, are called, just as he 
was, to look outside our window in this time of isolation and lockdown: to look for those who most need support. We are also 
challenged, as Edmund People, to look for and be signs of hope in this world through our words and actions.

Edmund encountered personal suffering through the death of his beloved wife. In this tragedy he experienced pain, grief 
and heartache. The joyous, secure and comfortable world he had once known was now visibly shaken. In his words, he 
described feeling as if half of his own soul was gone. He was left feeling alone, dislocated and vulnerable. In the wake of this 
event Edmund searched for new meaning. Prayerful reflection and daily Eucharist supported him in this time of uncertainty. 
But above all, it was his baby daughter, growing and developing, that awakened him to new possibilities for expressing 
love, tenderness and care. Perhaps, it was this experience, born out of crisis, that opened his eyes and heart to see beauty 
and possibility in the faces of those who were so often forgotten and ignored by the community around him. It certainly 
offered him a new perspective from which to act! But like most of us, Edmund needed a purposeful nudge to get him to 
take that final step into action. When sharing his thoughts about potentially leaving Waterford to join a secluded Monastery, 
a valued woman friend led him to the window, threw back the curtains and, pointing to the streets of unruly young boys 
below, declared “Can you see, Mr Rice – there is your Monastery in the streets”. From that moment, Edmund’s view from 
his window motivated his work to bring hope to the lives of those young boys.

This year the students were able to watch a Liturgy online to celebrate the Feast Day of Edmund Rice. Although we didn’t 
have the opportunity to congregate together as a whole College community, the liturgy allowed us to reflect on how we will 
continue to carry the legacy as Edmund’s people.

I share a special prayer for this year’s Edmund Rice Day:

Creator God, on this special day of celebrating the vision and work of Edmund Rice, we pray as one. 

Help us to look out our window and see those most in need in our community. Let us clean our own lens so that we look out 
through love, with love and to love. Bring clarity to our vision and purpose to our action.

Inspire us to always choose courage over comfort, choosing for the good of all, not some. Guide us to pay attention to the 
personal story of each individual, fostering the respect, honesty and compassion that help transform lives. Help us to always 
remember that providence is our inheritance. 

For Edmund and for us, precious moments are experienced in our ordinary encounters. Here we get a glimpse of the 
extraordinary that we can store in our hearts and share at any time. Through these moments may we stay connected to 
you, our loving Creator, and give generously from what we have for the good of others.

May we, in each of our own families and communities continue to enjoy the prayerful quiet and resolve learned over the 
past few weeks.

May we, in each of our own families and communities, be open to the spirit of Blessed Edmund moving in our midst to bring 
simplicity, humour, humility and warmth to the relationships we share.

This Sunday is Mother’s Day. It is important to remember that the gift of our Mothers is indeed one of the most precious 
gift of all and with the hustle and bustle of life with COVID 19 that we stop and give thanks on Mother’s Day for this most 
precious gift God has given us, our Mothers. As no gift will ever equal it nor will it surpass the gift, she has given us – life 
and her unconditional love! To all the special women within our College community we send our blessing to you on what is 
your special day, please know that you are so dearly appreciated for all that you do. Happy Mother’s Day!

Live Jesus in our Hearts. Forever.
Shaun Clarke | Principal 

Principal

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0YnX13k8xI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0YnX13k8xI&feature=youtu.be


Redefining the Education of Young Men 3

Identity and MissionIdentity and Mission

Identity and Mission

Praying with Blessed Edmund Rice
O God, we thank you for the life of Edmund Rice. He opened his heart to Christ present 
in those oppressed by poverty and injustice. May we follow his example of faith and 
generosity. Grant us the courage and compassion of Edmund as we seek to live lives of 
love and service. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord, AMEN.

The Feast Day of Blessed Edmund Rice – 5 May
Born on 1 June 1762 in Callan, County Kilkenny, Ireland, Edmund grew up in a relatively 
well-off Catholic family at a time when Ireland was under British rule and anti-Catholic 
Penal Laws were in force. 
After receiving his initial education, Edmund joined his uncle's business in providing 
supplies for the British Navy and Army at Waterford.  He became very wealthy. After his 
uncle's death, Edmund inherited the business and got married. Sadly, his wife died not 
long after giving birth to their daughter. 
Edmund realised that education was essential to liberating young men from their 
circumstances. This led him to sell his business and begin to instruct poor boys living 
on the streets of Waterford. He provided food, clothing and education for 200 to 300 
students. Edmund was determined that the school have the best standards of the day. 
The curriculum was designed to help students work in business and commerce, and 
build their spiritual practice knowledge of the Bible. The opportunity to become educated 
changed many boys' lives.
Edmund Rice was a radical revolutionary who believed that, by opening the hearts and 
minds of boys and young men, they would be filled with the hope that they were free to 
build a better life for all.
Edmund continued to be involved in Irish nationalism. His life became more and more 
about liberation. He died in 1844.
Pope John Paul II beatified Edmund Rice at a ceremony in St. Peter's Square, Rome, 
on 6 October 1996 and he became known as Blessed Edmund Ignatius Rice. His official 
Feast Day is 5 May.
What is important now is to understand the Edmund Rice Charism. Edmund Rice 
Education Australia expresses the charism through the Touchstones:
• Liberating Education
• Gospel Spirituality
• Inclusive Community
• Justice & Solidarity.
Two questions we should ask ourselves regularly, and particularly as we celebrate 
Blessed Edmund’s Feast Day:
• How do you see the Touchstones alive at IPC? 
• How do you live the Touchstones when you are not at school?

Identity & Mission during IPC Online
To find daily resources for your son and your family, go to IPC Essentials on STILE:
• Mindful Monday – a thoughtful reflection or meditation,
• Touch-base Tuesday – reflective practice questions for individuals and families,
• Woke Wednesday – justice issues, with a focus on sustainability and connection with 

Earth,
• Thoughtful Thursdays – all sorts of information, including a focus on EREBB, and 
• Formation Friday – tips, challenges, quotes and prayers for you, from the staff (available 

on Facebook and STILE).  

Johanna Smith | Deputy Principal - Identity and Mission
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Liberating Education 
We open hearts and minds, through 
quality teaching and learning 
experiences so that, through critical 
reflection and engagement, each 
person is hope-filled and free to 
build a better world for all. 

Gospel Spirituality 
We invite all people into the story 
of Jesus and strive to make his 
message of compassion, justice 
and peace a living reality within our 
community. 

Inclusive Community 
Our community is accepting 
and welcoming, fostering right 
relationships and is committed to 
the common good.

Justice and Solidarity 
We are committed to justice 
and peace for all, grounded in a 
spirituality of action and reflection 
that calls us to stand in solidarity 
with those who are marginalised, 
and with the Earth itself.

Touchstones
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Curriculum

Vocational Education and Training

Industry Placement
We would like to advise that the upcoming Industry 
Placement that was in the College calendar for Week 8, 
8 to 12 June has been cancelled. We feel it is better for 
the VET students to attend school to catch up on practical 
and theory work due to the missed weeks.
School-based apprentices (SBAs) will still attend their 
workplaces on their normal one/two days per week - not 
the full week as employers may be expecting. 
School-Based Apprentice
This week we are pleased to advise that Evan Corradini has been signed as a school-based apprentice electrician. Evan 
trialed during this Covid period with Sureline Solar and Electrical and was successful in gaining this valuable kickstart to his 
career. We would like to thank Jake Hooper (2014, Oldboy Graduate) from Sureline for offering this opportunity to Evan.
Grant Rossiter  |  Program Leader - Vocational Education and Training

Hospitality

Another wonderful week of home cooking has occurred for Week 2 of online learning. This week, the Year 7 Food Technology 
students have come on board, cooking chocolate chip cookies. From the wonderful parent feedback, the chocolate chip 
cookies recipe has become a family favourite! Year 8 Food Technology put their skills to test, by successfully crumbing 
veal, beef or chicken and serving this with onion gravy. Year 9 Food Technology stepped it up this week, by cooking Thai 
Yellow Pork Curry. Again, many positive comments were received about the boys safety and hygienic working that helped 
to make these recipes a success. A big thank you to all the parents who are helping their sons learn an invaluable life skill. 
The feedback and photograps are very much appreciated.
Michelle Kenyon | Teacher
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Science
Here are some behind the scenes photos of the videos our Science Faculty has been creating for STILE sessions for 
IPCOnline. 

Alyssa Deer | Faculty Leader - Science

Curriculum

Edmund Rice Beyond Borders
On Friday, we again had a Zoom meeting with other 
EREA schools around the world. These included: Stella 
Maris – Uruguay, Cardinal Newman – Argentina, Parade 
College – Melbourne and St Patrick’s – Shorncliffe.  The 
theme was “we are all in this together” and we shared 
stories of how each school is coping with COVID-19, 
online learning and how we can share resources and 
help each other. 

Special thanks to Year 12 students, Kai Simmons and 
Harrison Keir, for their contributions last week. 

Greg Christ | Identity and Mission Coordinator - 
Liberating Education

Community Garden
Last week, some of our students on campus got their 
hands dirty and created a community garden. The boys 
planted carrots, lettuces and other vegetables. We intend 
to work together to maintain this community garden and 
hopefully enjoy the 'fruits of our labour' in due course.  

Nicole Putscher | Program Leader - Inclusive Education
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Pastoral

ANZAC Day
On ANZAC Day, our families gathered in their driveways to commemorate the fallen soldiers. Lest We Forget. 

Carolyne Drummond | Defence School Mentor
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FR0rZYtQfck&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FR0rZYtQfck&feature=youtu.be
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