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A Catholic Secondary College in the Edmund Rice Tradition
The Edmund Rice Community acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land on which the College stands, the Bindal 
and Wulgurukaba People, and pay our respects to the Elders past, present and future.

From the Principal

Dear Parents, Friends and Caregivers 

We have returned this term for almost two weeks now and most of our students are working from home. What has been 
pleasing is the level of academic engagement. Teachers are reporting that nearly all students are logging into to the 
STILE Online Learning platform and work is being submitted on time. Unfortunately, we have had an outage of our online 
system which was the result of problems with the server of our provider of STILE, based in Sydney. This was beyond our 
control and we understand our concerns are being urgently addressed by the provider. I do want to thank both parents and 
students for your understanding with this situation and hope that our system continues to operate smoothly. Next week we 
will be distributing a survey to parents to give us some feedback on the online learning so far, related to curriculum delivery, 
communication and use of technology. This will be important information for the College to reflect on current delivery of 
learning resources.

We know that this situation will last a few more weeks until the Queensland Government announces its decision on how 
schools will operate for the remainder of the term. Thank you for your patience, as well as the encouragement you give your 
son to persevere in an online world that, until recently, was foreign to most. The learning curve has been steep, but our staff 
and students have been mastering it better than we could have predicted.

As we know, we are living in unprecedented times, 'normal' has gone out the window. For all of us, this can be very 
unsettling. In a significant show of solidarity, as a country, a state and a community, we have embraced protocols to ensure 
the spread of COVID-19 is contained. The success of us enacting these protocols has allowed the Queensland Government 
this weekend to ease some restrictions and allow us some more freedom. However, even with this easing of restrictions 
there is nothing normal about our lives right now. School, work and home lives have changed dramatically. For all our 
students, whether learning on site or learning online, school is different. For many parents, whether in the workplace or 
working from home, work is different. So is life at home. We need to reflect on what is our new normal. It maybe spending 
more time with the family, cooking together, watching movies or connecting with friends on Facebook. Irrespective, of these 
unsettling changes, we now need to create a new normal that will last beyond the COVID-19 crisis and that is a renewed 
focus on what’s important in life – family, friends and connection.

A Catholic Secondary College in the Edmund Rice Tradition
The Edmund Rice Community acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land on which the College stands, the Bindal 
and Wulgurukaba People, and pay our respects to the Elders past, present and future.

The Ignatius Park College Community would like to humbly acknowledge the Wulgurukaba peoples on whose land our College is located, as well as the 
Bindal peoples on whose land many of us live and travel across daily. We respectfully thank the elders of this traditional land both past and present for 
guiding us through the journey of time to where we are today. This spiritual and cultural journey is significant in allowing the freedoms our society has today. 
As a community we reflect on the history of Australia and its First Nations peoples and ask all elders to guide us to a promising and enriching future. As 
a community we will continue to develop our minds to be respectful and learn from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as well as all people who make 
up this country of Australia.

mailto:info@ipc.qld.edu.au
http://www.ipc.qld.edu.au


Redefining the Education of Young Men 2

Principal

From the Principal (continued) 
As an Edmund Rice school, connection is extremely important. There are 1.5 billion (91%) young people out of school globally 
due to COVID-19. Edmund Rice Education Australia, last week, launched an initiative to support schools to connect around 
the world during the COVID-19 pandemic. Ignatius Park College, this week, has made connection with Stella Maris College 
(Carew House Edmund Rice global partner school) in Montevideo, Uruguay to explore, while we are educating remotely, 
how we can support schools globally through sharing resources, expertise and connection. All schools in Uruguay are 
currently closed and all staff and students have been in self-isolation since 14 March. Mr Greg Christ, Liberation Education 
Co-ordinator, and I connected on Zoom with teachers from Stella Maris College, including Mr Ignacio Marchesano who 
participated in an exchange at our College last year. We discussed options how our two schools can connect during this global 
pandemic. As part of the Edmund Rice Education Beyond Borders (EREBB) we are investigating how we can connect in 
three focus areas that include: connecting teachers, educating students and supporting parents. This Friday, some Ignatius 
Park College students will be connecting with students from Stella Maris College to discuss the impact of the Coronavirus in 
their country, the challenges of online learning, what they are looking forward to when they return to school and developing 
future partnerships between the two schools. As we move into this online world it has allowed us to connect globally with 
other schools and build our international connection with our Edmund Rice schools. Further information is available at  
www.erebb.org.

Parents and Caregivers are reminded transport funding is 
available through the Non-State Schools Transport Assistance 
Scheme (NSSTAS). Applications for Student Travel Rebates 
for Semester 1, 2020 are now open online and close on  
31 May. Please refer to the information provided and if you 
believe you qualify for financial assistance with the cost of 
transport apply at www.schooltransport.com.au during May.

Parents are also reminded that if you at looking at enrolling a 
younger son at the College in 2021 in Year 7 that an enrolment 
form needs to be submitted ASAP. As the College has very 
limited vacancies for next year, failure to enrol your son may 
mean he will be on a waiting list.

Tomorrow we commence the month of May. Within our Catholic 
faith the month of May is a special time for us to pay homage 
to our Blessed Mother Mary. Her life was one of service and 
great devotion to Jesus, who gave birth to Him at Bethlehem, 
to standing by His cross in Jerusalem and His Crucifixion. 
Mary was a woman of compassion and unconditional love for 
her God. Blessed Edmund Rice went to mass every day and 
prayed to Mary, his devotion to Mary was continued by the 
Christian Brothers who followed. In this Marian month let us 
follow her example of humility, obedience and service to God.
Hail Mary, full of grace.

The Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou among women,

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb,

Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God,

pray for us sinners,

now and at the hour of our death.

Amen

 
Live Jesus in our Hearts. Forever.

Shaun Clarke | Principal 

Principal

 

 
Student Travel Rebates 

 

Semester 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Visit our website to see if you qualify for our financial  

assistance to help with the cost of transport and 
apply at SchoolTransport.com.au during May. 

 

Late applications cannot be accepted after 31st May. 
 

Students With 
Disability 

• Does your child have a 
verified disability that requires 
transport assistance to and from 
school?   

• Has your school’s learning 
support teacher assessed your 
child’s travel capability rating as 
‘semi-independent’ or more 
dependent?  

 

Bus Fare  
Assistance 

• Does your child attend a school 
outside the Brisbane City Council 
boundary? 

• Does your family spend more than 
$25/week* on fares to and from 
school (* $20/week if you hold a 
concession card)? 

• Does your child travel on a publicly 
available service not owned or 
associated with the school? 

  

http://www.erebb.org
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Identity and Mission

Prayer during a hard time
Jesus, when all is darkness and we feel our weakness and helplessness, give us a 
sense of your presence, your love and your strength. Help us have perfect trust in your 
protecting love and strengthening power so that nothing may frighten or worry us. For, 
living close to you, we shall see your hand, your purpose, your will through all things. 
AMEN

Identity and Mission during IPCOnline
If we are truly a Catholic School in the Edmund Rice tradition, then prayer, ritual and 
community play a critical role in our identity. The Divine, Jesus and Edmund, can only be 
at the centre of our school if students, staff and families spend time in prayer, reflection, 
service and community celebrations. This is not what we teach, this is what we breathe. 

To find daily resources for your son and your family, go to IPC Essentials on STILE. We 
will be covering topics under the headings of:
• Mindful Monday – a thoughtful reflection or meditation,
• Touch-base Tuesday – reflective practice questions for individuals and families,
• Woke Wednesday – justice issues, with a focus on sustainability and connection with 

Earth,
• Thoughtful Thursdays – all sorts of information, including a focus on EREBB, and 
• Formation Friday – tips, challenges, quotes and prayers for you, from the staff (available 

on Facebook and STILE). 

Also, you can livestream Mass from Our Lady of the Mount Chapel on Facebook from 
8.00am on Wednesday mornings. We experienced some network issues on 29 April. We 
hope these are rectified for next week. Thank you for your patience and understanding.

Next week look out for:
• The Edmund Rice Feast Day Liturgy on Tuesday (5 May). Many EREA schools and 

Edmund Rice ministries will be doing the same Liturgy in their contexts. It is nice to be 
in solidarity with others on this special day.

• Prayer at Assembly will be about the Edmund Rice Charism.

Johanna Smith | Deputy Principal - Identity and Mission

Who Will Walk With Us on May 9? 
On Saturday, May 9, Gary Pinto will be hosting a free online concert for Project Compassion, 
bringing Australian and International music stars directly from their loungeroom, to yours.
We are overjoyed to announce some of the musicians who will be bringing their big 
talents (and big hearts) to the show:

• Gary Pinto
• Diesel
• Carmen Smith
• Bobbie Lee Stamper
• Matt Gresham
More artists are confirming by the day, so we 
will be sending updates to let you know who to 
expect in your loungeroom!
Walk With Me: Loungeroom Sessions
When: Saturday May 9, 2020 at 4 p.m
Where: Pre-register HERE

https://www.livemusic2u.com/loungeroomsessions/?j=216095&sfmc_sub=125760859&l=43_HTML&u=9027568&mid=100002752&jb=89&utm_source=Marketing_Cloud&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=eDM_Apr25_WalkWithMe&utm_term=216095
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Parenting in a Pandemic

Common parenting challenges 
at the current time include 
everyone living on top of each 
other, being worried about 
elderly relations, and not getting 
your own work done. It can be 
an emotional see-saw.
We need to remind ourselves 
that there is no right way or 
wrong way to be dealing with 
all these issues and there is 
certainly no “how to guide”. We are all learning on the run. At times like 
these, it is important to realise what is within our control and what isn’t. 
It’s important to focus on the things that you can control and influence. 
Putting your energy and emotions towards those things and letting the 
rest go is easier said than done, but it is important. 
Maintain family routines that work best for you and your children – there 
may need to be a slight change to the norm for now – but that’s OK. 
Flexibility and realistic expectations are the key at the moment. This will 
help to ease stress.
Remember – it's important to ask for help. Beyond Blue is available 
over the phone 1300 2246 36 or online at beyondblue.org.au. Lifeline 
is alsi available on 13 11 14 and Parentline 1300 30 1300. Val and I are 
available also if you need to talk. Call us at College on 4796 0222.
Dannielle Charge | Student Counsellor

Career News

With the current COVID-19 happening all over the world it has caused considerable disruption to students learning, University 
Experience Days and Work Placement opportunities.
There is a way that students can get to check out universities and that is through our College Careers website.
Students can access this by following the process outlined below:
• Log onto www.ipccareers.com.au
• Post School Options (top toolbar)
• University
• Information about universties and courses
• University Open Days/Virtual Tours
• Plus lots more in this website.
SET Plan Year 10
I have emailed all Year 10 students the instruction sheet to complete their Career Development tasks.
Students also have this on STILE to follow in stages. It is important that all the stages are fully completed and answered 
correctly.
The end result is that your son should have at least three occupations that they can investigate, research what skills, 
subjects and further education is required. 
Due to the disruption to schooling, it is important that the parents are involved in this process. I am available by email to 
assist you with any questions you may have regarding this process. Phillip.Dembowski@IPC.qld.edu.au
Stay safe.
Phillip Dembowski | Teacher and Careers Advisor

National Youth Science Forum 

Have you applied for the NYSF 2021 Year 12 Program? This 10-day immersive Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths (#STEM) experience will provide you with clarity about your future studies and career path, while connecting you with 
hundreds of like-minded young scientists from around Australia.
For more information and to apply go to www.nysf.edu.au/what-we-do/how-to-apply. Applications close June 14.

http://beyondblue.org.au
http://www.ipccareers.com.au
http://www.nysf.edu.au/what-we-do/how-to-apply
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Edmund Rice Beyond Borders
Recently, our staff were involved in a Zoom meeting between some of the other EREA schools around the world. We 
discussed how their countries are coping with the pandemic, as well as how online learning is travelling in their countries. 

How is the current situation in our countries and cities?
In Uruguay and Argentina, schools are closed except for some small remote or regional schools. In Buenos Aires (meaning 
‘Good Air’) and Montevideo (meaning ‘I see a Mountain of Hope’), the situation is that schools are closed and the cities 
are in lockdown, since March 14, with restrictions likely to ease as the COVID-19 infection rate decreases. Thankfully only 
approximately 1% of population is affected, with deaths limited mainly to the vulnerable or aged.
How is online learning going? 
Paola and Rosanna confirmed online learning was going well, despite 
the short notice of its inception before lockdown. Both agree that we 
have learned a lot and, in the main, students are enjoying the new 
online format. Nacho revealed his online Zoom style Physical Education 
and Rugby trainings are ‘interesting and challenging’ from his lockdown 
base of Punte del Este. 

Look forward to keeping the connection going and talking online soon!

We also made a video to send out to our fellow schools worldwide - 
have a watch by clicking the link. 

Greg Christ | Identity and Mission Co-ordinator - Liberating Education

Pastoral

Hospitality Department 
Cooking in the kitchen has certainly taken on a new approach this term. Both Mrs Shucksmith and myself spent an enormous 
amount of time filming cooking demonstrations and preparing all the online content over the holidays. This was with the 
hope that students could continue developing their cooking skills, just at home, instead of the school’s kitchens. Honestly, 
we weren’t sure how this would go but we have been delighted with the results. We can’t thank the parents enough for 
supporting their sons with their at home cooks. The photographs sent in on the newly developed cooking feedback run sheet 
show the boys to be well prepared, engaged in the cooking process and able to clean-up…what mum or dad doesn’t love 
that?! Great to see some students have thought through the presentation of their dish too. We really are very happy with the 
results. We are looking forward to seeing further cooks across the weeks we are at home. Parents, put your feet up and let 
your sons wow you with their culinary skills.
Michelle Kenyon | Teacher

https://youtu.be/XyE7TkBkMpg
https://youtu.be/XyE7TkBkMpg

