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A Catholic Secondary College in the Edmund Rice Tradition
The Edmund Rice Community acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land on which the College stands, the Bindal 
and Wulgurukaba People, and pay our respects to the Elders past, present and future.

From the Principal

Dear Parents, Friends and Carers

As we reflect back over the past ten weeks, it has been a tumultuous term of schooling. We have all been challenged to 
adapt to shifting circumstances. It is an event that we will collectively never forget, but I look back over this period, proud of 
our resilience and openness to change as a College community. While alternative provisions for education, mainly through 
a digital platform, was a new experience for many, the way staff managed this shift and students adjusted throughout this 
period was quite inspirational.

At the beginning of the term there was a great deal of uncertainty of what impact this pandemic would have on our community 
or how long our schools would be closed. As a country, we have been relatively unscathed by COVID-19, however, it has 
been hard to watch its devastating impact in other parts of the world. Our thoughts and prayers are with all those who suffer 
and grieve at this difficult time. A benefit out of these difficult times is our students connecting globally through Zoom with 
other international schools. By having conversations with students overseas, our students have been able to understand 
the severe impact COVID-19 is having upon communities outside Australia and the impact to their daily life.

Despite the tragedy we may see in the world at the moment, there are many good things as well. The Governor of New York, 
Andrew Cuomo, last week gave a profound reflection on the challenges that his state faced as the epicentre of the virus in 
the United States and his elation that the infection rate, hospitalisations and deaths had dropped to their lowest levels in 
months. His message was simple and heartfelt: "we did this together, we did it for each other, we are New York tough and, 
in the end, Love wins - always."

That expression 'Love wins - always' is such a hopeful expression. When things are at their darkest, hope can sustain us 
despite the hurt, pain and sense of despondency. We don’t need to look far in this pandemic to see stories of sacrifice, 
support and outreach.  It is too easy to be cynical about the world around us and look for ulterior motives and hypocrisy. In 
the end, such an approach to life leads to hopelessness and despair. So too can feeling that the problems that confront us 
are so great that our meager efforts are useless and ineffectual. What possible difference can I make in the face of such 
gigantic issues?

The Ignatius Park College Community would like to humbly acknowledge the Wulgurukaba peoples on whose land our College is located, as well as the 
Bindal peoples on whose land many of us live and travel across daily. We respectfully thank the elders of this traditional land both past and present for 
guiding us through the journey of time to where we are today. This spiritual and cultural journey is significant in allowing the freedoms our society has today. 
As a community we reflect on the history of Australia and its First Nations peoples and ask all elders to guide us to a promising and enriching future. As 
a community we will continue to develop our minds to be respectful and learn from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as well as all people who make 
up this country of Australia.
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Principal

From the Principal (continued) 

But, that kind of thinking leaves faith, hope and love out of the equation. Or, in other words, it leaves God out. Yes, it is 
right to have the humility to know our limitations, as expressed so perfectly in the fisherman's prayer 'O God, thy sea is so 
great and my boat is so small.' But never underestimate the power of God, that power of faith, hope and love, to use our 
contribution, however humble, to change the world.  As a community we need to continue to be positive and life giving.

This week we farewell Mrs Carolynne Gould-Stasse who is moving back to Western Australia to be with her family. We 
would like to thank Mrs Gould-Stasse for her dedication and commitment to Iggy Park over the past two terms.  

Congratulations to Mr John Doolan who was appointed as the EREA Deputy Principal at Ignatius Park College. This 
appointment deputises for the Principal. Mr Doolan has been the Deputy Principal (Pastoral) since 2015 and is an 
experienced leader in Catholic education having previously been Deputy Principal (Academic) at St Augustine’s College 
in Cairns and performed various teaching and middle management positions for Catholic Education and the Department 
of Education in Queensland. Mr. Doolan will commence this new role in 2021. A letter of Mr Doolan’s appointment from 
Dr Wayne Tinsey, EREA Executive Director was sent out to our College 
community this week.

Last week, we saw the laying of the 50 year pavers around the Edmund 
Rice statue at the entrance to the College.  These pavers were purchased 
by members of the community including current and past students and 
staff to commemorate our 50th Anniversary last year. 

Our Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 students will receive reports for this term and 
semester. As we enter these forthcoming holidays, it is not only important 
for our students to have a rest, but they also need to take time to reflect 
upon what have been the challenges for them and how they can continue 
to improve and grow as learners and human beings. I know for many 
families, this is the first time since Christmas that they have been able 
to travel. Please travel safely have a wonderful and restful holiday break 
and a reminder that school recommences for term three on Monday, 13 
July.

NAIDOC Week will be celebrated next week during the holidays from 
Sunday, 5 July until Sunday, 12 July. The theme this year is Always Was, 
Always Will Be which acknowledges that hundreds of Nations and our 
cultures covered this continent. All were managing the land - the biggest 
estate on earth - to sustainably provide for their future.

The following prayer was written by Rev Tim Matton-Johnson, a former 
Deputy National Chairperson for UAICC, and an Aboriginal person from 
Tasmania. It is a version of the Lord’s Prayer. 

Great Spirit, Creator of all,
From the stars to all the earth,
Loved and respected be your name,
May it happen that all should live your way,
Following your purpose for all creation.
Enable us to fine what we need for today’s journey.
Forgive us when we go wrong 
As we forgive those who wrong us.
Have compassion on us when we are being tested, 
Do not abandon us to fear and evil.
Our hope is in your new community.
You are the one who can transform all creation, 
making everything new, now and for all eternity.

AMEN

Live Jesus in our Heart. Forever.
Shaun Clarke | Principal



Redefining the Education of Young Men 3

Identity and MissionIdentity and Mission

Identity and Mission

Prayer for the holidays

We thank you God, for this term. For the challenges, the successes, and the mistakes 
from which we have learned. Be with us as we spend our time with family and friends. 
Give us strength and courage to do what is right: to be witnesses of our faith. Help us to 
be a practical Christian these holidays, to appreciate what others do for us, to give time 
and effort to help others. To be peacemakers in our family. Keep us safe in our activities; 
give us good rest and good fun. Bring us back refreshed and ready for a new term. We 
thank you for our classmates, teachers, parents, carers and a community that nourishes 
for us. May we always be conscious of you in our lives. AMEN

Thank you for your support during a very different term. We have been challenged to 
engage in the spiritual space in a new way. We look forward to engaging with everyone 
in a more relational way next term.

Activity Day - Liturgy Photographs

Johanna Smith | Deputy Principal - Identity and Mission

https://youtu.be/tCDhZfMYGMM
https://youtu.be/tCDhZfMYGMM
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Curriculum

Vocational Education and Training (VET)
SCHOOL-BASED APPRENTICE
We are pleased to advise that last week Kmani Levi (Year 12) was been signed as a school-based apprentice painter. We 
would like to wish Kmani all the very best with his career. We would like to thank Manford and Lyndon at Brilliant Touch Up 
Painting for offering Kmani this fantastic kick-start to his future.

VET STUDENT IN FOCUS
Name: James Potter
Year/House: Year 11 Putney
My favourite subject is: Cert III Fitness
It is my favourite because: 
The life-skills and knowledge we receive are not like any others and we are 
currently learning first aid. By doing this it allows us to carry this knowledge for 
the rest of our lives and possibly teach others. 
At Industry Placement I did what trade: Mechanic
At Industry Placement I learned: 
How to be more efficient and work on cars with different skills.I had the 
opportunity to get underneath and fix them alone and or with help, if needed. 
I used a variety of different tools such as rattle guns, grease guns, tool kits, 
buffers and many others.
What I enjoyed most about placement:
I did enjoy the industry placement as the people around me were very 
welcoming and kind and were always there when I needed a hand with 
something. However, in the same respect they didn’t 'baby' me and allowed me 
to work alone when needed.
My career goals:
My career aspirations/goals for the future is to join the Australian Defence 
Force as a GDG/GDO (Ground defence guard/officer) and after serving three 
years applying for the Commandos/special forces. I would also like a backup 
plan as a ADF PT (personal trainer) and/or opening my own gym in the future. 

Grant Rossiter | VET Program Leader
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Student Protection Contacts

At Ignatius Park College, an essential part of Pastoral Care is ensuring that students feel safe and protected while at 
School. Protecting students from harm is fundamental to maximising their personal and academic potential and spiritual 
development.

Edmund Rice Education Australia (Northern Region) has policies, student protection strategies and procedures in place 
to ensure students who are at risk of / or are experiencing harm, receive an immediate and appropriate response to their 
situation.

Our Student Protection Contacts at Ignatius Park College are:
Dannielle Charge | Student Counsellor
Pudy Timbs | Learning Resource Coordinator
Shaun Clarke | Principal

If you have a complaint about the non-compliance of Ignatius Park College with the 'EREA Northern Region Student/Child 
Protection Processes', then completing a 'Record of Complaint about Non-Compliance with Edmund Rice Australia (EREA) 
Northern Region Student/Child Protection Processes' form (also known as a Form B) needs to be completed. 
This form (Form B) is located on our IPC website under Policies.
Completed forms may be lodged by:
• Sending an email to the Director of EREA Northern Region: peter.chapman@erea.edu.au
• Posting to Director of EREA Northern Region: Mr Peter Chapman, PO Box 63, The Grange, Qld, 4051.
If you have any questions or would like further information, please do not hesitate in contacting the Student Protection 
Contacts here at IPC. 

Dannielle Charge | Student Counsellor

Pastoral

Technology use over the holiday break

Within the counselling space, we are always looking for new resources to share with 
parents. I have recently discovered Psychologist Brad Marshall also known as 'the 
Unplugged Psychologist'. He has written an excellent, easy to read book called The 
Tech Diet for your Child and Teen.
It provides strategies that any parent can implement to create that healthy balance that 
some of our children (and some of us) need. 
It provides easy-to-understand advice on how to take control of the Wi-Fi and manage 
smartphones and data, it provides practical tips on how to survive the school holidays 
and also helps with the old “I need my technology to do my homework” – while switching 
screens trick”, plus much more.
The book also gives information and strategies for those children with conditions such 
as ADHD, Autism Spectrum Disorders, Anxiety and Depression. 

Dannielle Charge | Student Counsellor

mailto:peter.chapman@erea.edu.au
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Uniform Shop

The Uniform Shop will reopen the first day of Term 3, Monday 13 July at 8.00am.

Orders can be placed via email info@IPC.qld.edu.au and attaching a completed Uniform Price List with payment details.

Larissa Moule | Convenor

Community

Hospitality News

This week, a few of our student baristas were practising the coffee 
making process in their lunch time, demonstrating the diligence of 
our boys to improve their skills. 
Ms Derwent, School Counsellor, got to be the lucky taste tester of 
their freshly brewed coffee.  
The names of these fine young baristas to be pictured are Archie 
Allen and William Buttigieg. 
Hopefully the boys will use their skills over the holidays to make 
their parents a much deserved coffee too. 

Judy Head | Faculty Leader- Hospitality

Pastoral

mailto:info@IPC.qld.edu.au
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