
 
 
  

Year 9 plan — Religious Education   

 

Implementation year: 2015 School name: Ignatius Park College 
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Year level description The Religion Curriculum P-12 involves four strands: Sacred Texts, Beliefs, Church and Christian Life. These strands are interrelated and are taught in an integrated way, and in ways that are 
appropriate to specific local contexts. 
 
In Year 9, students develop their understanding of the experience of sin throughout human history and some ways in which the Church responded to the presence of good and evil in the past (c.1750 
CE - 1918 CE). They learn about the priestly, prophetic and kingly work of Jesus Christ and ways in which believers live their Christian vocation by participation in this work. They consider sources of 
inspiration, strength and guidance for believers today, including Catholic social teaching, Scripture and personal and communal prayer experiences. They are introduced to two forms of Biblical 
criticism, namely form criticism and narrative criticism, and develop the ability to apply these to help their understanding, interpretation and use of a range of Biblical texts. They continue to develop 
their understanding of prayer in the Christian tradition through an exploration of the writings of Christian spiritual fathers and mothers, prayers for forgiveness and healing, Christian Meditation and 
meditative prayer practices, including praying with labyrinths. 
 

Students learn about the divergent understandings of God (Allah, God, G*d) in the monotheistic religions (Islam, Christianity, Judaism). They develop their understanding of three foundational beliefs 

of Christianity (the Incarnation, Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus) and consider their significance for believers. 

Not addressed due to time restraints: 

- the three forms of penance (prayer, fasting and almsgiving) 

- celebration of the Sacraments of Healing (Penance and Anointing of the Sick) 

Achievement standard By the end of Year 9, students demonstrate how the application of Biblical criticism helps the reader’s understanding, interpretation and use of Old Testament and New Testament texts. They 
examine the divergent understandings of God (Allah, God, G*d) in the monotheistic religions (Islam, Christianity, Judaism). They examine three foundational beliefs of Christianity 
(the Incarnation, Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus) and draw conclusions about the significance of these in the lives of believers. 
 
Students refer to examples of the co-existence of good and evil throughout human history to form their own interpretation about the experience of sin in the world. They analyse the causes and 
effects of events and developments in the Church from c.1750 CE – c.1918 CE, and make judgements about their importance. They explain the significance of the writings of various religious and lay 
leaders at that time. They evaluate the impact of Catholic social teaching on an individual’s moral behaviour; and on the Church’s response to emerging moral questions. They examine ways in 
which believers live their Christian vocation, and distinguish between their participation in the priestly, prophetic and kingly work of Jesus Christ. They analyse ways in which believers nurture their 
spiritual lives through personal and communal prayer experiences, including the prayers and writings of Christian spiritual fathers and mothers; prayers for forgiveness and healing; Christian 
Meditation and meditative prayer practices, including praying with labyrinths. They participate respectfully in a variety of these prayer experiences. 
 

Not addressed due to time restraints: 

They explain the significance of the three forms of penance (prayer, fasting and almsgiving) and the celebration of the Sacraments of Healing (Penance and Anointing of the Sick) in the 

lives of believers past and present. 
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 Term overview Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Topic: Monotheistic Religions 

- Students will develop an understanding 
of monotheism and why Christianity 
can be defined as a monotheistic 
religion.  Students will also explore 
other key monotheistic religions, 
specifically, Judaism and Islam.  

Topic: Understanding the bible  

- Students will develop an understanding 

of the Bible’s significance in 

Christianity and the key messages 

within the New and Old Testament. 

Through an investigation of Biblical 

Topic: Why should I care? 

- Students will learn about the priestly, 

prophetic and kingly work of Jesus 

Christ and ways in which believers live 

their Christian vocation by participation 

in this work.  They will be exposed to 

Topic: Good and Evil – Forgiveness is 
Divine 

- Students explore what it means to be 
human and consider why, as both 
humans and Catholics, we should both 
consider our own actions and seek to 
forgive others.  They will be exposed to 



 

Through this exploration, they will 
identify both the foundational beliefs 
and the traditions that are integral to 
each religious tradition and consider 
the similarities and differences in their 
religious practices, scripture and 
beliefs about God.  Significant beliefs, 
such as the Incarnation, Resurrection 
and Ascension of Jesus in Christianity, 
will be analysed in further detail.  
Students will then explore and identify 
the consequences of different beliefs 
for each religious follower.   

 

texts, they will develop their 

understanding of three foundational 

beliefs of Christianity and consider 

their significance for believers.  

Students will investigate the main 

features of form criticism and narrative 

criticism to help their understanding, 

interpretation of a range of Biblical 

texts.  They will also analyse text 

structure and language features of 

selected miracle stories and parables 

through the use of both form criticism 

and narrative criticism.  Additionally, 

students will research and examine the 

different textual features of the four 

primary sources for the stories and 

traditions in the Pentateuch.  

Specifically, an analysis of selected 

texts will be conducted, including: 

creation stories (Genesis 1:1-2:4), the 

flood (Genesis 6:10-22, 7:11-16a, 18-

21, 24, 8:1-5-7, 13a, 14-19), call of 

Abraham (Genesis 15:1-21), Passover 

(Ex 12:1-30), and escape from Egypt 

(Ex 13:17-14:31), to identify the four 

contributing authors (J, E, D, P), and 

the key themes (creation, sin, law and 

promise, worship, and Chosen 

People). 

 

sources of inspiration, strength and 

guidance for believers today, including 

Catholic social teaching, personal and 

communal prayer, Scripture, writings of 

religious and lay leaders, and will 

identify how these may affect an 

individual’s moral behaviour.  Students 

will investigate and identify the 

Church’s response to emerging moral 

issues including the response of key 

Church agencies, for example, the St 

Vincent de Paul society.  They will also 

explore how the Church draws on the 

teaching of Jesus and its living tradition 

to respond to emerging moral 

questions about scientific and 

technological advances.  Through this, 

students will identify how Catholic 

social teachings (especially promotion 

of peace, stewardship and common 

good), provide guidelines for scientific 

and technological advancement. 

Students will also develop their 

understanding of, and participate in, 

Christian Meditation and other 

meditative prayer practices. 

 

examples of good and evil co-existing 
throughout human history and will 
identify the core beliefs about good 
and evil in the world.  Students will also 
develop an understanding of God, sin 
and suffering as revealed in 
characters, events and themes of the 
Pentateuch.  Through this, students 
will also identify how Jesus' healing, 
forgiveness, care and compassion are 
continued through the Sacraments of 
healing in the Catholic Church today.  
They will also examine how the 
choices believers make can give 
expression to their understanding of 
forgiveness and healing. 

 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander perspectives 

Religious Education provides opportunities for children to strengthen their appreciation and understanding of Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples and their living cultures. Specific 
content and skills within relevant sections of the curriculum can be drawn upon to encourage engagement with: 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander frameworks of knowing and ways of learning 

• Indigenous contexts in which Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples live 

• Indigenous contributions to Australian society and cultures. 

• Dreamtime and indigenous spirituality 

 

Religious Education provides opportunities to explore aspects of Indigenous knowing with connection to and guidance from the communities in which they are owned. Using a respectful inquiry 
approach, children have the opportunity to explore non-Indigenous interpretations of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander lifestyles and spirituality especially in regard to how it relates to land and its 
use and what makes certain places sacred to the Indigenous peoples. 

 

 

 



 
 
  

General capabilities and 
cross-curriculum priorities 

                                  
 

Key to general capabilities 
and cross-curriculum priorities 

 Literacy   Numeracy   ICT competence   Critical and creative thinking   Ethical behaviour   Personal and social competence   Intercultural 
understanding 

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures   Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia   Sustainability 
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Assessment  

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Week Assessment instrument Week Assessment instrument Week Assessment instrument Week Assessment instrument 

9-10 Religious Exhibit on a Monotheistic 

Religion 

8 Portfolio of work 8 Multimodal presentation 7 Storybook on Forgiveness 
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Moderation Teachers will ensure consistency in student 

achievement through the following procedures  

1. Cluster meetings to discuss 

expectations, plan unit of work and 

formulate assessment tasks. 

2. Monitoring student achievement levels 
through cross marking and 
professional dialogue. 

3. Reviewing student achievement 
through analysis and tracking of results 
and feedback. 

4. Reflection on the progress of the 
assessment conducted in the unit and 
consideration of any adaptations that 
may need to be made. 

 

Teachers will ensure consistency in student 

achievement through the following procedures  

1. Cluster meetings to discuss 

expectations, plan unit of work and 

formulate assessment tasks. 

2. Monitoring student achievement levels 
through cross marking and 
professional dialogue. 

3. Reviewing student achievement 
through analysis and tracking of results 
and feedback. 

4. Reflection on the progress of the 
assessment conducted in the unit and 
consideration of any adaptations that 
may need to be made. 

 

Teachers will ensure consistency in student 

achievement through the following procedures  

1. Cluster meetings to discuss 

expectations, plan unit of work and 

formulate assessment tasks. 

2. Monitoring student achievement levels 
through cross marking and 
professional dialogue. 

3. Reviewing student achievement 
through analysis and tracking of results 
and feedback. 

4. Reflection on the progress of the 
assessment conducted in the unit and 
consideration of any adaptations that 
may need to be made. 

 

Teachers will ensure consistency in student 

achievement through the following procedures  

1. Cluster meetings to discuss 

expectations, plan unit of work and 

formulate assessment tasks. 

2. Monitoring student achievement levels 
through cross marking and 
professional dialogue. 

3. Reviewing student achievement 
through analysis and tracking of results 
and feedback. 

4. Reflection on the progress of the 
assessment conducted in the unit and 
consideration of any adaptations that 
may need to be made. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Themes – Scope and Sequence 

 
Strand: SACRED TEXTS                     

Sub strand - Old Testament 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Four sources combined to form the Pentateuch. They are: the Priestly 
source (P), Deuteronomist (D), the Elohist (E), and the Jahwist (J). Key 
themes of the Pentateuch include: creation, sin, covenant, law and 
promise, worship, and Chosen People. 
STOT14 

☐ ✓  ☐ ☐ Research and examine the different textual features of the four primary sources for the 
stories and traditions in the Pentateuch (J, E, D, P)  

☐ ✓  ☐ ☐ 

Analyse and examine selected texts from the Pentateuch, including creation stories 
(Genesis 1:1-2:4), the flood (Genesis 6:10- 22; 7:11-16a, 18-21, 24; 8:1-5,7, 13a, 14-19), 
call of Abraham (Genesis 15:1-21), Passover (Ex 12:1-30), and escape from Egypt (Ex 
13:17-14:31), to identify the four contributing authors (J,E, D, P) and the key themes). 

☐ ✓  ☐ ☐ 

 

Sub strand - New Testament 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

The Church teaches that application of Biblical criticism(including form criticism and narrative 
criticism) helps the reader better understand the purpose and message of Biblical texts. The 
miracle stories and parables have historical and cultural settings, as well as well-defined 
structures. The intention of the human author is important in determining the nature of the 
truth revealed in the text (e.g. historical truth, factual truth, religious truth). Understanding, 
interpretation and use of Biblical texts by Christians have evolved over time. 
STNT19 

☐ ✓  ☐ ☐ Investigate the main features of form criticism (classification of texts 
into text types, structure of texts, function of text in terms of intended 
audience) and narrative criticism (the story aspect of the text e.g. plot, 
setting, characters, literary techniques). 
 

☐ ✓  ☐ ☐ 

Analyse text structures and language features of selected miracle 
stories and parables using form criticism and narrative criticism. 
 

☐ ✓  ☐ ☐ 

 

Sub strand – Christian Writings and Wisdom 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

http://www.rec.bne.catholic.edu.au/Appendices/Appendix%20B/Pages/YEAR-NINE.aspx


 
 
  

The inspired writings of various religious and lay leaders (e.g. Catherine McAuley, Nano 
Nagle, Edmund Rice, Don Bosco, Elizabeth Seton and Mary MacKillop) responded in new ways to the 
needs of the faithful, especially through education, works of charity, and health care (c.1750CE-
c.1918CE). 
STCW10 
 

This unit is completed in Year 7 and 8. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ Explain how the writings and key messages of various 
religious and lay leaders (c.1750 CE-c.1918CE) inspired and 
empowered others to respond to the needs of the faithful. 
 
 
 
 
This unit is completed in Year 7 and 8. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 
 
 

Strand: BELIEFS                      Year 9 

Sub strand – Trinity: God, Jesus the Christ, Spirit 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

The Incarnation, Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus are foundational beliefs of Christianity. 
The Incarnation teaches that Jesus is fully human and fully divine. The resurrection of Jesus confirms his 
divinity and reveals God’s gift of eternal life to all. The Catholic Church teaches that Jesus’ risen body, 
bearing the marks of crucifixion, ascended into heaven. 
BETR12 

✓  ☐ ✓  ☐ Identify the foundational beliefs of Christianity as 
expressed across a range of core Christian texts, including 
scriptural texts (Romans 1:1-7; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Acts 
1:1-12 and John 9:1-39). 

✓  ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Express ideas about the relevance and consequences of 
these foundational beliefs of Christianity for believers today 
(e.g. sacredness of human life, Church’s teaching 
authority, commitment to continuing Jesus’ mission to 
bring about the Kingdom). 

✓  ☐ ✓  ☐ 

 

Sub strand – Human Existence 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

God created a world in a state of journeying to its ultimate perfection. The experience 
of sin throughout human history points to the presence of good and evil in an 
imperfect world. 
BEHE9 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  Identify examples of good and evil co-existing throughout human history. ☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  

Make connections between the experience of sin throughout human history, 
God’s gift of free will to humanity and the imperfect nature of God’s created 
world. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  

Express ideas about the experience of sin in the world, using evidence 
identified in sources. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  

 

Sub strand – World Religions 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

✓  ☐ ☐ ☐ Explain why Christianity, Judaism and Islam can be defined as 
monotheistic religions. 

✓  ☐ ☐ ☐ 



 

Christianity, Judaism and Islam are monotheistic religions that share a belief in the one God 
(Allah, God,G*d). The three monotheistic religions have divergent understandings of God that 
are reflected in their beliefs and practices. 
BEWR10 

Examine and discuss the understanding of God/Allah/G*d in the 
monotheistic traditions that is reflected in the core beliefs and 
practices of the religion. 

✓  ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 
 
 

Strand: CHURCH                       

Sub strand – Liturgy and Sacraments 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

The Sacraments of Healing (Penance and Anointing of the Sick) call believers to conversion and loving trust in 
God’s healing grace. Through the Sacraments of Healing, the Christian community continues Jesus’ healing, care 
and compassion. Celebration of the Sacrament of Penance has changed over the centuries but has retained the 
same basic elements. In the Christian life, there are three forms of penance (prayer, fasting and almsgiving) which 
assist believers to reconcile themselves with God and others. Prayer, fasting and almsgiving encourage and 
strengthen believers and turn their hearts towards God and the needs of others. 
CHLS14 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ Examine and explain the significance of the 
Sacraments of Healing (Penance and Anointing 
of the Sick) in the lives of believers. 
 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Describe how Jesus’ healing, care and 
compassion (Mark1:29-31; Mark1:40-50; Luke 
5:12-16) are continued today through the 
Sacraments of Healing. 
Identify patterns of change and continuity over 
time in the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Penance. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  

Examine and explain the significance of the three 
forms of penance in the lives of believers. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 

Sub strand – People of God 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term  
3 

Term 
4 

All lay people, through their baptism, share in a Christian vocation (Latin ‘vocátió’ - ‘calling’). A Christian 
vocation calls all people to develop to their fullest potential, so that they may be able to share their own 
individual gifts, talents, abilities and blessings as fully as possible, for the sake of others. Lay people 
witness to Jesus Christ by participating in his priestly, prophetic and kingly roles, and therefore bear 
responsibilities for mission and service. Lay people participate in the priestly work of Jesus Christ when 
prayer and worship are at the heart of their lives and when the Eucharist is the source and summit of 
their spirituality and their engagement with the world. 
 
Lay people participate in the prophetic work of Jesus Christ when they speak out against injustice, act to 
have human dignity respected and work for authentic freedom and mutual respect within family, 
workplace and in wider society. Lay people participate in the kingly work of Jesus Christ when they see 
whatever power and influence they have as an opportunity for Christian service and strive for social 
structures and processes that respect human dignity and promote authentic freedom. The kingly work of 
Jesus Christ is also enacted through lay participation in the leadership and governance structures of the 
Church. 

☐ ☐ ✓  ☐ Explain why lay people bear responsibilities for mission 
and service. 
 

☐ ☐ ✓  
 

☐ 

Examine different ways that lay people participate in the 
priestly, prophetic and kingly work of Jesus Christ, 
providing contemporary examples of how they live their 
Christian vocation. 
 

☐ ☐ ✓  ☐ 



 
 
  

CHPG10 

 
 
 
 

Strand: CHRISTIAN LIFE                    Year 9 

Sub strand – Moral Formation 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Respect for each person, as created in the image of God and as a reflection of God, is 
expressed through moral behaviour towards oneself and others. 
 
Two key principles of Catholic social teaching, namely respect for the dignity of the 
human person and human rights and responsibilities, provide guidelines for developing 
a healthy understanding of one’s personal identity and of human relationships. 
CLMF13 

☐ ☐ ✓ ☐ Analyse and evaluate different perspectives on the dignity of the human 
person and human rights and responsibilities. 
 

☐ ☐ ✓  ✓  

Make judgements about behaviour towards one self and others, based on 
two key principles of Catholic social teaching, namely respect for the dignity 
of the human person and human rights and responsibilities. 

☐ ☐ ✓  ✓  

 

Sub strand – Mission and Justice 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Assisted by the Holy Spirit, the Church draws on the teaching of Jesus and its living tradition to 
respond to emerging moral questions about scientific and technological advances. Catholic social 
teaching proposes principles for reflection, provides criteria for judgment and gives guidelines for 
action. The principles of Catholic social teaching, especially promotion of peace, stewardship, and 
common good, provide guidelines for scientific and technological advancement. 
CLMJ10 

☐ ☐ ✓  ☐ Apply principles of Catholic social teaching to particular real 
world examples of scientific and technological advances. 
 

☐ ☐ ✓  ☐ 

Present an argument, informed by principles of Catholic social 
teaching, that expresses an opinion, justifies a position, and 
makes a judgement about an issue related to scientific and 
technologic advancement. 

☐ ☐ ✓  ☐ 

 

Sub strand – Prayer and Spirituality 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Believers pray, drawing on the richness of scripture, the Catholic tradition and the wider Christian 
tradition, including the prayers and writings of Christian spiritual fathers and mothers 
(e.g. Catherine McAuley, Nano Nagle, Edmund Rice, Don Bosco, Mary MacKillop) to nurture 
their spiritual life. Believers pray for forgiveness and healing, including the Penitential Act. 
CLPS22 
 
 
Partly done in Year 7: Edmund Rice Foundational Stories Unit. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ Participate with respect in a variety of personal and communal 
prayer experiences, including prayers for forgiveness and healing. 

✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

Analyse and explain the features of prayers from the Catholic and 
wider Christian traditions, including the prayers and writings of 
Christian spiritual fathers and mothers (e.g. language, vocabulary, 
images, purpose, context, structures, patterns, style). 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Identify and discuss the relevance of prayers from the Catholic and 
wider Christian traditions for people today. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Create a response that draws on prayers from the Catholic and 
wider Christian traditions, using (dance, drama, media, music or the 
visual arts). 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Meditative prayer uses silence and stillness to assist believers to listen and talk to God. Believers 
use a range of practices (including praying with labyrinths) for preparing the body and the mind 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ Participate respectfully in meditative prayer, including Christian 
Meditation. 

☐ ☐ ✓ ☐ 



 

for meditative prayer, and for engaging in the ‘work of meditation’. Christian Meditation is a 
particular form of meditative prayer drawn from the Christian tradition. It is ‘prayer of the heart’ 
which takes place in silence, with the aid of a mantra. The World Community for Christian 
Meditation recommends the use of the mantra ‘mara- na-tha’ (a word from Aramaic, the 
language of Jesus, meaning Come Lord). All forms of vocal and meditative prayer are intended 
to lead believers to contemplation. Contemplative prayer is the simple awareness of the 
presence of God. It is prayer without words or images.  
CLPS23  

 

Identify and use practices that assist preparation for and 
engagement in meditative prayer, including praying with labyrinths. 
 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

All students are involved in prayer daily.  Implementation of more meditation in the classroom will be made available from Term Three onwards (2017). 

 

 
General Capabilities & Cross Curriculum Priorities 

General Capabilities Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Cross Curriculum Priorities Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Literacy ✓ 

 

✓ 

 

✓ 

 

✓ 

 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island histories, cultures and spiritualties ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Numeracy ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia in a multi-faith context ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Information and Communication Technology 
 

☐ ☐ ✓ 

 

☐ Sustainability and ecological stewardship ☐ ☐ ✓ 

 

☐ 

Critical and Creative Thinking 
 

☐ ✓ 

 

☐ ✓ 

 

    

Personal and Social Capability 
 

☐ ☐ ✓ 

 

✓ 

 

Ethical Understanding 
 

☐ ☐ ✓ 

 

✓ 

 

 

Intercultural Understanding 
 

✓ 

 

☐ ☐ ☐ 

 

 

 

 


