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Year level description The Religion Curriculum P-12 involves four strands: Sacred Texts, Beliefs, Church and Christian Life. These strands are interrelated and are taught in an integrated way, and in ways that are 
appropriate to specific local contexts. 
 
In Year 7, students learn about the beliefs, values and practices of Christian communities, past and present, including early Church communities (c.6 BCE - c. 650CE), communities of religious men 
and women and Australian Catholic Church communities. They explore cultural and historical influences on these communities and change and continuity over time. They learn about the common 
beginnings of faith shared by the monotheistic religions (Christianity, Judaism and Islam) through the stories of patriarchs, Moses and the prophets. They explore ways in which communities of 
believers, past and present, express their understanding of God and God’s relationship with human persons.  
Students explore contextual information about sacred texts, using a range of Biblical tools, to gain a deeper awareness of these texts and how they influence communities of believers. They examine 
Church teaching and basic principles of Christian morality that influence the way Christians live out their faith, individually and communally. 
 
Students examine ways in which believers nurture their spiritual life through prayer, ritual, the sacraments and sacred texts. They investigate the relationship between the Sacraments of the Church, 
the life and ministry of Jesus, and the faith journey and life experiences of believers. 
 

Not addressed due to time constraints: 

In particular, they develop their understanding of the Apostles Creed, Nicene Creed and the Decalogue. 

They develop their understanding of prayer in the Christian tradition through an exploration of Lectio Divina and Ignatian Meditation. 

Achievement standard By the end of Year 7, students recognise that sacred texts reflect the audience, purpose and context of their human authors. They explain how sacred texts influence the life of believers. They 
explain the significance of Church teaching and basic principles of Christian morality for the way believers live out their faith, personally and communally. 
 
Students investigate the beginnings of the Christian faith (c.6 BCE – c. 650 CE) and explain the role of key people and events in its development. They explain some ways in which Christianity 
shares common beginnings of faith with the other monotheistic religions (Judaism and Islam). They describe some ways in which the faith of believers is expressed, professed and lived out in 
different communities, past and present. They suggest reasons for change and continuity in the life of Church and religious communities over time and place. They explain the significance of prayer, 
ritual, sacraments and sacred texts for the faith journey of believers, personally and communally. They participate respectfully in a variety of prayer experiences, including formal prayers such as the 
Hail Mary and Our Father; meditative prayer including Lectio Divina and Ignatian Meditation; and meditative prayer practices including silence and stillness, and praying with icons and images. 
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Term overview Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Topic: Edmund Rice Foundational Stories 

• Students will develop an understanding of 
the life of Edmund Rice and his life 
experiences as an educational leader of 
the Catholic faith.  They will also identify 
his contributions to the Catholic Church 
and the greater community. 

Students will then apply this knowledge to 
identify the impact that the teachings of 
Edmund Rice have on Ignatius Park 
College.  They will explore The Four 
Touchstones and identify how they are 
‘lived’ in the Ignatius Park College 
community.  Through this, students will 

Topic: The Power of Words  

• Throughout the unit, students will 

investigate the essential question: How 

can something written so long ago still be 

relevant today?  They will initially explore 

ways that the spoken word can impact on 

their daily lives through an analysis of 

famous and influential speeches.  Through 

this, students will also identify that the 

speaker’s or writer’s intention can change 

depending on context and audience. They 

will then develop an understanding of the 

key messages within the New Testament 

Topic: Social Justice: What should I do? 

• Students will develop an understanding of 
the basic principle of acting according to a 
properly formed conscience.  They will do 
this through an examination of sources, 
specifically Church teachings, Word of 
God, contemporary media and human 
wisdom.  Students will also explore the 
relationship between personal 
accountability and the social dimension of 
sin.  They will identify that concern for the 
good of the community is a basic principle 
of Christian morality.  Students will then 
analyse the Church’s teaching about the 

Topic: Then and Now: Where it all began 

• Students will develop an understanding of 
the foundations of the Catholic Church.  
They will Investigate and sequence 
significant events and developments in the 
early Church (c.6BCE – c.650BCE).  
Students will describe and explain change 
and continuity in the early Church and 
suggest reasons for changes, using 
appropriate historical terms and concepts 
and acknowledging their sources of 
information.  They will then focus on the 
Catholic Church in Australia through 
identifying and locating a variety of Church 



 

also identify how they individually can 
mirror the values of The Four Touchstones 
in a meaningful and practical way.  
Throughout the unit, they will explore the 
meaning and significance of the School 
Prayer. 

 

and identify their contemporary relevance.  

With this new understanding, students will 

identify how the New Testament has 

informed the beliefs, values and practices 

of Christian communities, and 

underpinned the work of the modern 

Catholic Church in Australia. They will also 

develop a deeper understanding of the 

context of New Testament authors and 

their communities through exposure to 

significant historical events between 150 

BCE and 400 CE.  Students will be 

exposed to key events within the New 

Testament between 150 BCE and 50CE 

and sequence them using a timeline.  

They will apply their understanding to 

identify the relevance of traditional sacred 

texts today. 

 

common good.  Through the application of 
new knowledge and further investigation, 
students will present a variety of ways of 
protecting and promoting the common 
good.  They will also explore the ways of 
serving the common good using personal 
gifts and talents.  

 

communities (dioceses, archdioceses and 
provinces) nationally and in the wider 
Oceania region.  Student will explore the 
variety of roles and responsibilities within 
the leadership structure of the Catholic 
Church in Australia.  They will also explore 
and explain how particular cultural and 
historical influences have led to 
differences across church communities 
(eg. Liturgical practice, sacramental life, 
church architecture).  Students will then 
identify how identity of the Catholic faith, 
through the Church, is expressed and 
lived today. 

 

Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander perspectives 

Religious Education provides opportunities for children to strengthen their appreciation and understanding of Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples and their living cultures. Specific content and skills within relevant sections 
of the curriculum can be drawn upon to encourage engagement with: 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander frameworks of knowing and ways of learning 

• Indigenous contexts in which Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples live 

• Indigenous contributions to Australian society and cultures. 

• Dreamtime and indigenous spirituality 

 

Religious Education provides opportunities to explore aspects of Indigenous knowing with connection to and guidance from the communities in which they are owned. Using a respectful inquiry approach, children have the opportunity to 
explore non-Indigenous interpretations of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander lifestyles and spirituality especially in regard to how it relates to land and its use and what makes certain places sacred to the Indigenous peoples. 

 

 

 

General capabilities and 
cross-curriculum priorities 

                                  
 

Key to general capabilities and 

cross-curriculum priorities 
 Literacy   Numeracy   ICT competence   Critical and creative thinking   Ethical behaviour   Personal and social competence   Intercultural understanding 

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures   Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia   Sustainability 
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Assessment  

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Week Assessment instrument Week Assessment instrument Week Assessment instrument Week Assessment instrument 

9-10 Webpage Template  8-9 Progressive portfolio 

  

8  Strategy Poster  6 Multi-modal presentation  
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Moderation Teachers will ensure consistency in student 

achievement through the following procedures  

1. Cluster meetings to discuss expectations, 

plan unit of work and formulate 

assessment tasks. 

2. Monitoring student achievement levels 
through cross marking and professional 
dialogue. 

3. Reviewing student achievement through 
analysis and tracking of results and 
feedback. 

4. Reflection on the progress of the 
assessment conducted in the unit and 
consideration of any adaptations that may 
need to be made. 
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Teachers will ensure consistency in student 

achievement through the following procedures  
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Scripture Themes – Scope and Sequence 

Strand: SACRED TEXTS                    

Sub strand - Old Testament 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Contextual information (literary form, historical and cultural context and human 
author’s intention) assists the reader to gain deeper awareness of Old Testament 
texts. The intention of the human author is important in determining the nature of the 
truth revealed in the text (e.g. historical truth, factual truth, religious truth). 
STOT12 

☐ ✓  ☐ ✓  Sequence historical events and periods of Ancient Israel (e.g. prehistory, 
Patriarchs and Matriarchs, Exodus, Judges, Kings and Prophets, foreign 
domination) using historical terms and concepts (e.g. BCE, prehistory) and a 
range of sources (e.g. Bibles, Biblical commentaries) . 

☐ ✓  ☐ ✓  

Identify and explore aspects of the cultural context of Old Testament texts (e.g. 
festivals and customs, purity laws, religious practices) using a range of Biblical 
tools (e.g. timelines, Biblical atlases, Biblical dictionaries, annotated Bibles, 
simple Biblical commentaries, online Bible search engines). 

☐ ✓  ☐ ☐ 

http://www.rec.bne.catholic.edu.au/Appendices/Appendix%20B/Pages/Year-Seven.aspx


 

 

Sub strand - New Testament 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Contextual information (literary form, historical and cultural context and human 
author’s intention) assists the reader to gain deeper awareness of NewTestament 
texts. The intention of the human author is important in determining the nature of 
the truth revealed in the text (e.g. historical truth, factual truth, religious truth). 
STNT16 

☐ ✓  ☐ ✓  Sequence historical events and periods of time (e.g. Greek occupation, Roman 
occupation, life of Jesus, the early Church, journeys of Paul, destruction of the 
Temple, chronology of New Testament writings) using historical terms and concepts 
(e.g. BCE, CE,) and a range of sources (e.g. Bibles, Biblical commentaries, 
historical sources - Greek, Roman, Jewish). 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  

Identify and explore aspects of the cultural context of New Testament texts such as: 
festivals and customs, including Passover (Exodus 12;1-4; Mark 14:12- 26) and 
Weeks/Pentecost (Acts 2:1- 4); purity laws and religious practices, including 
Sabbath (Mark 2:23-28); social structure and relationships between groups, using a 
range of Biblical tools (e.g. timelines, Biblical atlases, Biblical dictionaries, 
annotated Bibles, simple Biblical commentaries, online Bible search engines). 

☐ ✓  ☐ ☐ 

The Gospels are not simply eye witness accounts of the life of Jesus, but are 
post-resurrection texts intended for different audiences. Three stages can be 
distinguished in the formation of the Gospels: the life and teaching of Jesus, the 
oral tradition, and the written Gospels. Each Gospel depicts Jesus in a particular 
way. The intention of the human author is important in determining the nature of 
the truth revealed in the text (e.g. historical truth, factual truth, religious truth). 
STNT17 

☐ ✓  ☐ ☐ Explore some features of Gospel texts (e.g. vocabulary, narrative voice) which 
suggest they are post-resurrection texts rather than simply eye witness accounts. 

☐ ✓  ☐ ☐ 

Explain the relationship between text features and structures, and audience and 
purpose of each of the Gospels. 
 

☐ ✓  ☐ ☐ 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Sub strand – Christian Writings and Wisdom 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

The writings and key messages of the founders of religious orders influence the way of life of 
religious communities (e.g. prayer life, apostolate, dress, spiritual practices, beliefs, symbols, 
daily life). 
STCW8 

✓ ☐ ☐ ✓ Analyse and explain how the way of life of religious communities 
has been influenced by the writings and key messages of the 
founders. 
 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  

 

Strand: BELIEFS                      Year 7 

Sub strand – Trinity: God, Jesus the Christ, Spirit 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Commented [AP1]: Which content descriptors are we hitting 
in term one??? 



 
 
  

The Creeds of the apostolic and ancient Churches, including the Apostles Creed and Nicene 
Creed, expressed the Christian understanding of God. Through the Creeds, Christians are 
linked with the faith of believers throughout history. 
BETR9 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  Explore contextual information (e.g. historical, social, cultural) about 
the Creeds of the apostolic and ancient Churches. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  

Distinguish statements of belief within the Creeds of the apostolic and 
ancient Churches that express a Christian understanding of God (e.g. 
God as Creator, Trinity, Mystery). 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 

Sub strand – Human Existence 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

The Decalogue (Exodus 20:1-20) affirms the relationship between God and humankind. It 
describes a way of life faithful to God’s love. 
BEHE7 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ Illustrate how the Decalogue describes a way of life faithful to 
God’s love. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Explain the relationship between God and humankind that is 
revealed in the Decalogue. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 

Sub strand – World Religions 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

The monotheistic religions (Christianity, Judaism and Islam) share 
common beginnings of faith which are found in the patriarchs, 
Moses and the prophets. 
BEWR8 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ Analyse and explain the ways in which Christianity, Judaism and Islam are connected through 
the stories of the patriarchs, Moses and the prophets, including Genesis 17:1-22 (Abraham 
and Sarah) and Exodus 13:17-14:30 (Moses). 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 
Monotheistic Religions are explored in Years 8 and 9 

 

 

 

Strand: CHURCH                       

Sub strand – Liturgy and Sacraments 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

The Church’s liturgical year is told through a framework of different seasons (Advent, Christmas, Lent, 
Easter, Pentecost, Ordinary Time) that help believers reflect on Christ’s Paschal mystery (the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus). 
 
Each season focuses on a particular aspect of Christ’s Paschal mystery and its meaning for believers today. 
CHLS10 
The liturgical calendar is explored in Year 8 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ Explain the meaning of the Church’s liturgical year and 
each of the different liturgical seasons (e.g. key 
messages, themes, rituals, colours, symbols). 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Analyse and compare different cultural interpretations 
and expressions of Christ’s Paschal mystery. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Identify and explore ways in which resources (e.g. an 
ordo, symbols, colours, incense, candles) are used to 
bring meaning to the different rituals celebrating various 
liturgical seasons. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 



 

The Church recognises seven Sacraments as drawn from the life of Jesus and continuing his ministry: 
Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Penance, Anointing of the Sick, Marriage, Holy Orders. The Church 
specifies the rituals, ministers and norms for celebrating each Sacrament. All Sacraments, as celebrations of 
the worshipping community, express and support the journey of faith. Initiation into the Christian community 
is accompanied by the sacramental rituals of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. 
CHLS11 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ Make connections between the Sacraments of the 
Church and the life and ministry of Jesus. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Outline some specifications required by the Church for 
celebration of the Sacraments. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Illustrate how life experiences are expressed and 
celebrated through each of the Sacraments (e.g. 
Baptism - belonging, welcoming). 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Explain the significance of the symbols, actions and 
words used in the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 

Sub strand – People of God 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

The Catholic Church in Australia comprises a number of geographical dioceses and archdioceses. There are 
a variety of roles and responsibilities within the leadership structure of the Catholic Church in Australia (i.e. 
deacon, priest, bishop, archbishop, cardinal). The Church in Australia is a member of a larger communion of 
churches in the Oceania region. Within the Australian Catholic Church, as well as across Oceania, local and 
regional churches are influenced by their different cultures and histories. 
CHPG8 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  Identify and locate some Church communities 
belonging to the Catholic Church in Australia (dioceses, 
archdioceses and provinces) and to the wider Oceania 
region. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  

Investigate the variety of roles and responsibilities 
within the leadership structure of the Catholic Church in 
Australia. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  

Explain how particular cultural and historical influences 
have led to differences across church communities (e.g. 
liturgical practice, sacramental life, church architecture). 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  

 

Sub strand – Church History 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

The beliefs, values and practices of early Church communities (c.6 BCE - c. 650 CE) were influenced 
by ancient Mediterranean societies such as Greece, Rome and Egypt. Recurring broad patterns of 
historical change (namely Construction: Searching for Unity, Order and Authenticity; Deconstruction: 
Challenges to Unity, Order and Authenticity; Reconstruction: Restoring unity, order and authenticity) 
are evident in the story of the early Church as it came to understand its nature and role in the world. 
CHCH6 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  Sequence significant events and developments in the early 
Church (c.6BCE-c.650CE) within a chronological framework. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  

Pose a key question and identify related questions to inform an 
inquiry about significant events and developments in the early 
Church (c.6BCE-c.650CE). 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  

Describe and explain change and continuity in the early Church 
(c.6BCE-c.650CE) and suggest reasons for changes, using 
appropriate historical terms and concepts and acknowledging 
their sources of information. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ✓  

 
 

Strand: CHRISTIAN LIFE                    

Sub strand – Moral Formation 



 
 
  

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Moral choice involves both discernment and judgement and acting according to that judgment. Doing 
good and avoiding evil is the basic principle of acting according to a properly formed conscience. Sin is a 
personal act with personal accountability. Sin also has a social dimension as each individual’s sin in some 
way affects others. 
CLMF11 

☐ ☐ ✓  ☐ Examine sources (e.g. Church teaching, Word of God, 
contemporary media, human wisdom) to explain the basic 
principle of acting according to a properly formed 
conscience. 
 

☐ ☐ ✓  ☐ 

Explain the relationship between personal accountability 
and the social dimension of sin. 

☐ ☐ ✓  ☐ 

 

Sub strand – Mission and Justice 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Concern for the good of the community is a basic principle of Christian morality. According to Church teaching, personal 
gifts are meant to be at the service of others and of the common good. The good of the community can be protected 
and promoted in a variety of ways. 
CLMJ8 

☐ ☐ ✓  ☐ Analyse the Church’s teaching about the 
common good. 
 
 

☐ ☐ ✓  ☐ 

Investigate and present a variety of ways 
of protecting and promoting the common 
good. 

☐ ☐ ✓  ☐ 

Explore ways of serving the common good 
using personal gifts and talents. 

☐ ☐ ✓  ☐ 

 

Sub strand – Prayer and Spirituality 

Religious Knowledge and Deep Understanding Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Skills Term 
1 

Term 
2 

Term 
3 

Term 
4 

Prayer in the Christian tradition, including formal prayers such as Sign of the Cross, Our Father and Hail Mary, 
nurtures the spiritual life of believers. 
CLPS18 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ Participate with respect in a variety of personal and 
communal prayer experiences. 
 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Meditative prayer uses silence and stillness to assist believers to listen and talk to God. Believers use a range 
of practices (including silence and stillness, and praying with icons and images) for preparing the body and the 
mind for meditative prayer, and engaging in the ‘work of meditation’. Christian iconography expresses in images 
the same Gospel message that Scripture communicates by words. Praying with scripture is a form of meditative 
prayer in the Christian tradition. There are a variety of ways to pray with scripture, including Lectio Divina 
(Benedictine tradition) and Ignatian Meditation. 
CLPS19 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ Participate respectfully in meditative prayer, 
including praying with scripture. 
 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Identify and use practices that assist in preparing for 
and engaging in meditative prayer, including silence 
and stillness and praying with icons and images. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 

General Capabilities & Cross Curriculum Priorities 

General Capabilities Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Cross Curriculum Priorities Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Literacy ✓ 

 

✓ 

 

✓ 

 

✓ 

 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island histories, cultures and spiritualties ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 



 

Numeracy ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia in a multi-faith context ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Information and Communication Technology 
 

✓ 

 

☐ ☐ ✓ 

 

Sustainability and ecological stewardship ☐ ☐ ✓ 

 

☐ 

Critical and Creative Thinking 
 

✓ 

 

☐ ☐ 

 

✓ 

 

    

Personal and Social Capability 
 

☐ ☐ ✓ 

 

☐ 

Ethical Understanding 
 

☐ ✓ 

 

✓ 

 

☐ 
 

Intercultural Understanding 
 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
  

  

 


