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From the Principal 

Dear Parents, Friends and Caregivers

Ignatius Park College acknowledges that the land we meet on today is the traditional lands for the Bindal and Wulgurukaba People and that we 
respect their spiritual relationship with their Country. We also acknowledge the Bindal and Wulgurukaba People as the traditional custodians 
of the Townsville region and that their cultural and heritage beliefs are still as important to the living Bindal and Wulgurukaba People today.

As a College community can we please keep in our prayers and thoughts Bishop Tim Harris, Bishop of Townsville, whose mother, Shirley, 
peacefully passed away last weekend. Eternal rest, grant unto her O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon her.  May She Rest In Peace. 

We welcome Ms Tara Henderson who has recently been appointed as our Publications Officer and farewell Mr Grant McKirdy, Hospitality 
Teacher, who is leaving the College and will be returning to New South Wales.

We invite members of our parent community to attend the Queensland Catholic School Parents Biennial Conference in Townsville from 8 – 10 
June 2018.  Dr Karen Mapp, Senior Lecturer in Education at the Harvard Graduate School of Education and Jenni Brasington, Senior Director 
of Family and Community Engagement for Scholastic Education, will summarise the current family engagement research and highlight proven 
practices for creating an environment that fosters effective and authentic home school partnerships.

Conference attendees will:
• Define family engagement and distinguish the difference between ‘involvement’ and ‘engagement’.
• Explore the core beliefs of family engagement.
• Evaluate current practices and categorize family engagement strategies and initiatives.
• Align family engagement strategies and practices to school and student learning goals.
• Retool an upcoming family engagement event that builds the capacity of families to support learning at home.

Please click HERE for further information.

http://www.cvent.com/events/collaborating-for-success-qld-catholic-school-parents-biennial-conference/event-summary-6820e2998adc4d44a3b4e4d2cb5e4bed.aspx
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From the Principal continued

On Tuesday our College celebrated an ANZAC Ceremony organized by Mrs Johanna Smith (Deputy Principal – Identity and Mission) 
and Ms Leanne Mahoney (Defence Transition Mentor). Students who are cadets in the Defence formed the catafalque party around 
our focus area.  Joel Young from Year 11 presented a wonderful reflection, regarding life in a defence from (from his perspective). 
Thank you to the musicians who sang the national anthem for New Zealand in Maori. The College community was extremely 
respectful and reverent on the occasion with over 1,000 students silent for one minute as we remembered those who gave their lives 
for us today.

What is it that continues to engage today’s generation with an event that took place 103 years ago?
What is it that fascinates and moves us about these events in history and the people who lived and breathed the horror of war?
How is it that through such adversity the wisdom of love, humanity, faith and courage are born?

It was a very different time and place, but I believe that these events in history, the spirit of ANZAC Day, the wisdom that has evolved 
through sacrifice of life, continue to have relevance in our world today, especially for our youth, as many who fought and gave their 
lives were young adults. It is the spirit of ANZAC that continues to unite and motivate us a nation to reflect upon our identity as 
Australians, our freedom, and its significance for our nation and people.

On ANZAC Day we admire the virtues of the ANZAC Diggers. Their strong love for our country and commitment to its future saw 
them prepared to sacrifice their own life to create a lifestyle we enjoy as Australians.  Many men and women in Townsville took the 
unselfish act to fight for their country and their names are displayed on the cenotaph on The Strand.  For young people today, they 
are role models for today’s generation as they showed, both in their individual and collective quest, a leadership based on the virtues 
of love and courage for each other, our country and its future.

We are all touched by the ANZAC tradition; my grandfather was a Gallipoli soldier, who in 1915, disembarked from a ship in ANZAC 
Cove totally unaware of the obstacles he would face.  Unfortunately, many of his comrades were killed in the conflict and he was 
injured by shrapnel and transported to England.  I often consider what courage and commitment to faith these young men must have 
had to continue to fight against such overwhelming odds.  It is important to realise that we must not glorify war but rather the wisdom 
our war veterans have taught us through their life experiences.  Wisdom – a love and respect for life and humanity, a commitment to 
faith, and the courage to challenge injustice.

It was wonderful yesterday to have many Ignatius Park College students attend both the Dawn Service with a laying of a wreath at 
the cenotaph and participating in the 95th ANZAC parade along The Strand.  I firmly believe the march is not only a reminder for our 
youth of those who sacrificed their life for this country but, also being a generation who have not experienced first-hand the impact 
of war, they need to, as future leaders of our country, continue to work towards world peace.
As Pope John Paul II so rightly stated: 

To you, Creator of nature and humanity, of truth and beauty, I pray,
Hear my voice, for it is the voice, of the victims of all wars, and the violence among individuals 
and nations.
Hear my voice, for it is the voice, of all the children who suffer, and will suffer when people put 
their faith in weapons and war.
Hear my voice when I beg you to instil into the hearts of all human beings the wisdom of 
peace, the strength of justice, and the joy of fellowship.
O God, hear my voice, and grant unto the world your everlasting peace”.
May the spirit of ANZAC live in our hearts forever, and their wisdom and respect for life, guide 
us as young leaders to strive for world peace.

Lest We Forget,

Shaun Clarke  I  Principal
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From the Deputy Principal

ATTENTION PARENTS OF YEAR 7 AND YEAR 9 STUDENTS

National Literacy and Numeracy Testing (NAPLAN)
Year 7 and 9 Parents and Carers should be aware that national testing in Literacy and Numeracy will be carried out this year from 
15 - 17 May.  This year there are four different test papers worked on over the three day period.  The purpose of the testing is to give 
individual students a report on how they are progressing in two key areas of learning.  An individual report will be distributed later in 
the year.  

The College has a range of strategies to best prepare the students for the exams.  We have adapted our programs in standard English 
and Maths lessons of all levels to best prepare the boys for the exams.  In addition, the College has conducted two separate whole 
group training sessions, one in the final week of Term 1, and one on Wednesday this week just before the Parent/Teacher interviews.

This is Federal Government testing and we are asked that school and family arrangements be cleared for this three day period if at 
all possible.  The tests will be conducted in classrooms (Year 7) or the Hall (Year 9) on the morning of those three days
NAPLAN assesses skills in literacy and numeracy that are developed over time, through the school curriculum. NAPLAN is not a 
pass or fail type test, but rather shows how students are progressing in numeracy and literacy skills against national standards for 
all Australia children. It also provides valuable information that allows schools and governments to better target effort and support to 
help all students achieve their potential and acquire the basic skills to help them build successful and happy lives.

All students are expected to participate in the tests. Students with disability may qualify for reasonable adjustments that reflect 
the support normally provided to them in the classroom. Some students with very specific circumstances may be exempted from 
participating in the tests. For information about participation in NAPLAN, you can go to: http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-
carer-support.html

An individual student NAPLAN report will be issued by this school later this year. Parents can use this information to monitor how 
their child is progressing and to identify any areas of concern. Parents may also wish to use their child’s results to discuss 
progress with teachers. More information please click HERE.   If you have any other queries about this test, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at the College.

REPORTS
Term 1 reports were distributed at the end of Term 1 by email.  
If you did not receive the email, please check the updates on Parent Lounge.

Brendan Stewart  I  Deputy Principal

QCS SUPERVISORS NEEDED!

The QCS (Queensland Core Skills) Test for the Year 12s is coming up again in 
August and I am searching for test supervisors from the general community.  
These people assist in the conduct of the exams and general supervision of 
students during the two days of the QCS Test.  The supervision may or may 
not be carried out at IPC.  Your role is to ensure the accountability of the QCS 
Test.  This is a paid position and two to three positions are available.  The Test 
is being conducted on September 4 and 5 this year.  If you are interested, 
please contact Brendan Stewart at the College this week at bs@ipc.qld.edu.
au and I will respond with the forms required to apply.  If you are a parent of 
a current Year 12 student you are still able to apply.  

Thankyou for your interest!

www.nap.edu.au


P 4 | Redefining the Education of Young Men

Pastoral

Open Day 2018
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ANZAC Day 2018
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Praying with Edmund

Almighty God, through the faith of the Irish people you raised up a great saint, Edmund Rice. Help 
us never forget that Edmund’s faith grew from simple seeds humbly planted in the rich soil of family 
and faith community. In our own families and neighbourhoods, help us to plant and nurture the 
seeds of faith.  AMEN

Liberating Education

We open hearts and minds, through quality teaching and learning experiences, so that through 
critical reflection and engagement each person is hope-filled and free to build a better world for all.

Does IPC serve the individual needs of each person, providing teaching 
and learning experiences that are authentic, relevant, rigorous and 
creative?

Take a look at the Fashion Report card.  Inform your shopping by choosing items from shops 
that are ethical.  To live a full life (John 10:10) we must ensure our choices do not make life 
harder for others.

Liturgy

On Tuesday 24 April we commemorated ANZAC Day as 
a College.  All students involved in reading and carrying 
symbols were students from Defence Force families.  A 
big thank you to our cadets who formed the Catafalque 
Party.  Also, thank you to our guests from the RSL, 
Mates 4 Mates, Brooklea and the parents who attended 
our liturgy.

Retreats

Year 9 Retreat is coming up on Friday 11 May.  We will 
be meeting at school at the normal time but we will 
have an experience at YWAM as part of our day.  Year 9 
Parents/Carers, please keep an eye on your emails for 
the information letter and permission form at the end of 
this week.

Faith in Action

TUpcoming Events

• Edmund Rice Mass – Tuesday, 8 May, 9.10am

Johanna Smith  I  Deputy Principal - Identity and Mission

• Year 9 Retreat – Friday, 11 May, all day
• Jesse Manibusan (Year 10 to 12) – Monday, 14 May
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VIP Justice Event (combined with Year of Youth)

Ignatius Park College gives students and teachers the opportunity to volunteer throughout term time.  
In order to tie these volunteering options to our Catholic Faith, the Identity & Mission Office decided 
to run a sleep over to explore:

• A justice and peace spirituality (why we do what we do)
• Edmund Rice Education Beyond Borders
• Year of Youth opportunities
• Advocacy - Edmund Rice Australia (ERA) for Change

ERA for Change is currently standing in solidarity with the Edmund Rice schools in North America 
who are advocating for tighter gun control.  On 20 April, the ER schools in North America walked out.  
At a similar time here in Townsville, IPC held a candlelit vigil in solidarity. 

36 students and four teachers participated in the four workshops and the candlelit vigil on Friday, 20 
April 2018. 

Jodie Roberts  I  Identity and Mission Coordinator - Faith in Action

Identity & Mission

Pastoral

College Cross Country
The annual Interhouse Cross Country will be held tommorrow. The event will start after lunch on 
Friday with normal lessons up to this time. Students will walk to the start at Cranbrook Park and walk 
back to school after the event. All students should be back in time for normal dismissal.

Uniform for the day is the sports uniform. Students will need to ensure they drink plenty of fluids at 
lunch time and use the water provided at the start and finish lines.

All students are expected to participate. If, for any reason, a student cannot run or walk the course, 
they need to see their Pastoral Leader by next Thursday and they will be given a job in assisting to 
run the event.

John Doolan  I  Deputy Principal - Pastoral

Epilepsy Awareness Fundraiser

On 4 May, we are raising awareness for Epilepsy. We are asking 
that as many boys as possible wear purple socks on the day. 
Purple socks are the only exception to the school uniform on this 
day. 

If your son missed out on purchasing a pair of socks from Mrs 
Burnett, they can wear their own purple socks on the day and bring a 
donation to their Home Room teacher, or just bring in a donation!

Nadine Burnett  I  Teacher
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• Tuesday, 15 May
• Wednesday, 16 May
• Thursday, 17 May

It is very important that every student has the following materials for the tests.  
Please ensure your son has these by the first day of testing:

• 3 x 2B Pencils (pacers are not permitted)
• Eraser
• Sharpener
• 3 x Black Ballpoint Pens
• Calculator for the Numeracy- calculator test

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at the College.

Craig Brown  I  Dean of Middle School

Pastoral

This week we launched our 2nd Mental Health Awareness Month. Building on the success of last year we held another whole school 
assembly and will be talking with all year levels at their individual assemblies about this extremely important topic.  These year level 
assemblies will present information about what good mental health looks like, what can we do to achieve this and strategies to cope 
if things don’t work out as expected.

Statistics will be provided to our young men that about 1 in 4 aged between 16 and 24 years are living with a mental disorder and 
about 1 in 3 are suffering from psychological distress but only 13% of young men will seek help. The presentation also provides 
information to the students about what to do if they are concerned about another student, with strategies including talking with you, 
their parents, their friend’s parents, various staff here at the school and numerous external agencies. There is a strong focus on help 
seeking behaviour and de-stigmatising mental health difficulties and that “it Ain’t Weak to Speak”. 

On Friday, 11 May 2018 (Week 4) we will be having a coloured 
clothes day to highlight “R U Ok?” and “It Ain’t Weak to Speak” 
and we are encouraging the students (and staff) to wear the 
“LIVIN – It Ain’t Weak to Speak” merchandise. 

This merchandise is available at Mrs Charge’s Office with shirts 
$30, hats $25 and water bottles $15. All proceeds go to the 
LIVIN foundation to continue their work in raising awareness of 
seeking help if you are struggling with mental health difficulties. 

Danielle Charge  I  Student Counsellor

NAPLAN

Across Australia, all Year 7 and 9 students will sit the NAPLAN (National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy) tests on 
the following dates:

Staff Vacancy

School Officer – Student Services
SOA Level 3 – 35 hours/week, term-time

Please click HERE for further details.

Mental Health Wareness Month

https://www.ipc.qld.edu.au/school-officer-student-services/
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Parent Teacher Interviews 

School will finish at 12.30pm on Wednesday, 2 May 2018. If students are unable to travel home, supervised study will 
be provided in the Library until 3:00pm. If students are not travelling directly home, they must change out of their school uniform. 
There will be no Homework Program operating.

Access to Parent Teacher bookings opened at 3.30pm, Thursday, 29 March 2018 and will close, Sunday, 29 April 
2018. After this time, we will unable to accept any further bookings.

Unavailable teachers - Some teachers may be unavailable. In this case, please email ParentTeacher@ipc.qld.edu.au to request 
that the teacher contact you.

For assistance with Logins - If you have used the ‘Forgot Password’ link and are still unable to log in, please contact the 
Administration Team on 4796 0222 or info@ipc.qld.edu.au 

Parent Lounge - Logging in
CLICK HERE

Username - Your username is your parent code. Please find this on your latest Statement of Account or by looking at your son’s ID 
Card (first 5 digits of the student number)

https://tassweb.ipc.qld.edu.au/parentlounge/login.cfm
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Professional Learning in Science

Ignatius Park College Science staff are preparing for ATAR readiness by attending STEM-inspired workshops held at JCU Biomedical 
Science Precinct.  Teachers include Michelle Kenyon, Amanda Loechel, Georgia Stayte, Sally Conn and Catherine Ventic, along with 
our hardworking Laboratory Assistants, Annette Gregory and Sean Stringini. 

Over the Easter holidays, several Science staff participated in a workshop on Homeostasis of the Kidney. Fun was had with the 
question posed ‘To Pee, or Not To Pee?’. Using refractometers, the specific gravity of urine was determined along with solute and 
water concentrations. The student came out of the teacher and a competitive streak was noticed, with each team trying to be more 
precise with their measurements. The next workshop will focus on Biotechnology – Microbial Style. We’re hopeful that this continued 
learning by members of the Science Department will lead to new and interesting ways to engage our students and build their 
knowledge.

Alyssa Deer  I  Faculty Leader - Science

Curriculum

Japanese 

5 May - Kodomo no Hi (Children’s Day)

The Language Department set up a replica of Kabuto (Samurai Helmet) this year in the 
Library between 30 April and 4 May for cerebrating Children’s Day in Japan.  Children’s 
Day is one of the public holidays in Japan and it is dedicated to boys (but girls get day 
off too).  Commonly, a household who has boy(s), display a Kabuto or Samurai Doll 
to celebrate the child’s healthy growth.  Also, parents wish their children to be strong, 
brave and clever, just like a Samurai.

Students will be given an opportunity to enjoy this special occasion in Japanese 
class.  They will make an origami Kabuto in their Japanese class, and experience the 
celebration as part of the cultural studying and understanding unit.

Shuhei Fukuda  I  Acting Teacher in Charge (Language)

THE HUNT IS ON  
FOR A 

WONKA 

GOLDEN TICKET 
FOR ONE MORNING ONLY, WILLY WONKA & THE IGNATIUS PARK CHOCOLATE FACTORY INVITES YOU 

TO 
HIGH TEA ON SATURDAY MAY 12TH 9:30AM – 11: 00AM 

TICKETS ON SALE SOON FOR $30 PER PERSON OR $240 FOR A TABLE OF 8 
AVAILABLE AT THE FRONT OFFICE 

BROUGHT TO YOU BY 12 VET HOSPITALITY 
AALL MONIES RAISED WILL GO TO THE BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION  

COME ALONG FOR A MORNING OF FUN; RAFFLES, PRIZES FOR BEST COSTUME & GAMES 
SSAVE THE DATE!  
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VET and Industry Placement

We would like to thank the senior students who volunteered their time at this week’s Open 
Day for the VET Department.  Visiting families were able to see VET students working on 
fencing projects and were impressed with the pizza ovens built in our Trade Skills Centre 
in 2017.  As always, the digger simulator was also a highlight.

Next week is industry placement week and, due to the public holiday, all students have 
been asked to call their employer and confirm their placements before ANZAC Day.  We 
are hoping this has happened and the boys are all set for their second placement of the 
year.

Industry Placement Absences

We would like to remind parents that if students are absent from industry placement for 
any reason, the student is expected to call the employer prior to their usual starting time.  
Parents must explain the absence to Mr Dove on 0438 185 403 prior to 8:30am.

Shane Dove  I  VET Program Leader

Year 11 Photography Challenge

This term in Film, Television & New Media, Year 11 students have been 
exploring the world around them through the lens of a camera.  They 
have been challenged to find photographic opportunities everywhere 
and anywhere.  Students were given a list of photography prompts to 
assist with purpose, direction and aid creativity.  A photography prompt 
is a word or phrase that inspires a photograph. The word is typically 
used as a theme and the photographer can interpret the theme in any 
way.  One of the exciting things about using a photography prompt is 
that it encourages a playful scavenger hunt that encourages careful 
observation and trains the eye as it searches for photo opportunities 
that fit that theme.  Below are some shots from our budding Year 11 
photographers. 

Katrina Guazzo  I  Faculty Leader - The Arts

Ben Toohey
Branching Out

Jack Gallagher-Smith
Window to Nowhere

Thomas Nesirky
Extreme Low Angle

Christopher Gho
Low Angle
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Co-curricular

Rehearsals are continuing each Tuesday afternoon and Sunday for our upcoming 
combined Catholic schools’ production. It’s looking great and students are to be 
commended for their dedication.  What a talented group!  All are reminded that 
staff must be advised if students cannot make a rehearsal. See email address 
below.  We are getting close to the show now, so need full attendance at each 
rehearsal.  If students miss out on vital choreography now, they may need to 
miss out on being in some scenes and we don’t want that to happen.

Rehearsals at SMMC: 

Sunday, 29 April   Photo shoot day and cast need to bring their 
costumes for the photos please. 

Sunday, 5 May  No rehearsal.   
Sunday, 12 May  Rehearsal (even though it’s Mother’s Day!) from

10am - 3pm.   
Sunday, 19 May  Rehearsal 10am - 3pm
Sunday, 27 May  Rehearsal 10am - 3pm.

Popstars the 90s Musical

Show Week Schedule: Riverway Arts Centre (RAC)
Monday, 28 May   Rehearsal 5pm-10.00p.m.
Tuesday, 29 May   Full day rehearsal at RAC  8.30a.m. to 10.00p.m.
Wednesday, 30 May  Full dress rehearsal 5-10pm
Thursday, 31 May  Matinee at 10.30a.m. (Arrive at 8am- leave 1pm)

Evening performance at 7.30pm (Call time 5pm). Conclusion at approx. 10.30pm  
Friday, 1 June  Evening performance at 7.30pm (Call time 5pm). Conclusion at approx. 10.30pm
Saturday, 2 June Twilight performance 6pm (Call time 3.30pm).  Conclusion at approx 9.00pm.  

Please book tickets HERE.
Any enquiries/notification of absences from rehearsals to Mrs Nancy Nicholson, Production Manager nnicholson@smmc.catholic. 
edu.au or 07 47264974.

Katrina Guazzo I  Faculty Leader - The Arts

Mulkadee
Mulkadee 2018 will be a great experience for all and is a 
significant event in the life of our Diocese.  At the end of this 
newsletter you will find a letter from Benard Durie, 
Mulkadee Coordinator, with further information. 

In 2018, a ‘new’ style of program will give an exciting 
and fresh look to Mulkadee. Mulkadee Youth Arts Festival 
through Townsville Catholic Education proudly presents: 
Alice in Wonderland.

Tutorials and the final concert will all be held at the Townsville Entertainment and Convention Centre.  Mulkadee focuses on the Arts 
and gives students the opportunity to be involved with great tutors who are experts in their field.  Students also get the opportunity 
to meet and work with other students from across our diocese.   

The date for this year’s Mulkadee is July 23 - 27, 2018 (including a concert on the Friday night).

Please click HERE to register.  Registrations close, 4 May 2018.  You will note that parents/carers MUST agree to 
all terms and conditions for Mulkadee before registration can proceed. If you are having any issues or problems, please contact 
Rachel Mahoney at the Townsville Catholic Education Office on 0439 574 103 or mulkadee@tsv.catholic.edu.au.

Matthew Thiele  I  Acting Faculty Leader - Creative Arts

https://whatson.townsville.qld.gov.au/events/community-events/popstars-the-90s-musical
https://goo.gl/EPWFFb
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NQ Hockey

Congratulations to Charlie Rattray and Jonathan Kenneally on their selection in the U12 NQ School 
Boys Hockey team.  Well done also to Zachary Judge who was named as the Umpire.  

The team will travel to Cairns in June for the State Championships.

Jacinta Foley  I  Faculty Leader

Play Rugby for IPC

In Week 2 the IPC Rugby Union program held their sign on for the Interschool 
competition that is scheduled to start in Week 3.  If your son missed the sign 
on there is still time to play for the College.  He can collect the permission and 
medical forms from outside Pastoral Reception.  

Training starts Monday 30th April.  This year, the participation cost for the Rugby 
program will be $50.  This cost includes a 2018 IPC training shirt, playing shorts 
and socks.  

IPC would like to acknowledge the sponsors of our Rugby Union program: 
Zambrero, Brothers Rugby Union, Key Motors and BLK, for allowing this kit to be 
provided to your son at a heavily subsidised price.

MIchael Turner  I  Teacher

Your purchase of an Entertainment Book Membership contributes to 
the Indian Immersion Trip and St Vincent’s Appeal. Please help us achieve 
our goal by sharing this fundraiser with your friends and family. Thanks for 
your support!

Please click HERE to access the Order Form.

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/books/342
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Mulkadee
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Mulkadee
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Mulkadee




