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From the Principal

Dear Parents, Friends and Caregivers

Ignatius Park College acknowledges that the land we meet on today is the traditional lands for the Bindal and Wulgurukaba People 
and that we respect their spiritual relationship with their Country. We also acknowledge the Bindal and Wulgurukaba People as the 
traditional custodians of the Townsville region and that their cultural and heritage beliefs are still as important to the living Bindal and 
Wulgurukaba People today. 

This week, our College community celebrated the Year 12 Induction Ceremony together with the induction of our Student Leaders for 
2018. Each Year 12 student was presented individually to our community, reminding them they are now seniors within the College 
and role models to the rest of our community. Congratulations to the following students who were presented with their Senior Leader 
badges:

  College Captain:  Julian Rasmussen-O’Keefe
  College Vice Captains:  Liam Duffy and Thomas Lyons
  College Prefects:  Oliver Dickinson, Brendan Haylett, Antony Jobby and Benjamin Judge
  Baillie House:   Hunter Zacka (Captain) and Joey Jensen (Vice Captain)
  Carew House:   Samuel Nimmo (Captain) and De Wet Potgieter (Vice Captain) 
  Nolan House:    Louka Demopoulos (Captain) and Cameron Stabler (Vice Captain) 
  Putney House:   Max Newman (Captain) and Jackson Pearce (Vice Captain)
  Reid House:   Joshua Ward (Captain) and Samuel Doyle (Vice Captain) 
  Rice House:   Zac McMinn (Captain) and Damon Pennisi (Vice Captain)
  Treacy House:   Robert Birnie (Captain) and Dale Connelly (Vice Captain) 

Our Induction Ceremony was focused on servant leadership and the wellbeing of the people and community to which they belong. 
Leadership, in all of its forms at Ignatius Park College, is to be seen as a service role to others in the College community. Student 
Leaders are not people rewarded for good work or good behaviour, nor is it a popularity contest. Student leadership at Ignatius Park 
is rather a matching of a person to a responsibility, which is to be fulfilled for the service of others.

The position of Student Leader requires a high degree of individual responsibility and upholding the ideals and rules of the College 
at all times. At the same time, it carries the role of guide and mentor to the youngest members of the College.  This is particularly 
important as these students will be leaders in the future. Meeting with the Student Leadership Team this week, I was impressed with 
their leadership qualities, their ability to think independently, their passion for the College, and their vision to build upon a wonderful 
community and culture. 



P 2 | Redefining the Education of Young Men

Pastoral

From the Principal continued

The role of the leaders in the College is to:

• Provide a role model for other students in areas of uniform, courtesy, behaviour, academic application, co-curricular    
involvement, the holistic life of the College and are supportive of our College values at all times on campus and at relevant     
times off campus. 

• Support the College by participating in the holistic life of the School and live the charism of Blessed Edmund Rice.

Thank you to the parents who attended our VET, Year 12 and Year 7 Information Evenings this week. It was wonderful to see so many 
parents at our Year 7 Parent/Teacher meeting last night. I know it can be daunting for parents when their son commences secondary 
education, but Ignatius Park College is committed to a Middle Schooling philosophy where your son’s academic, social, emotional 
and spiritual needs are nurtured, and all students are welcomed and safe. These are the years where adolescents are experiencing 
changes in their lives, developing relationships, finding meaning and seeking greater independence. Therefore, it is important that 
there is a strong partnership between home and school if your son is to reach his potential.

I would invite all parents/carers to become involved in the College community as your time permits. I personally enjoyed meeting 
with parents and speaking with them about the College, what it offers and what we are trying to achieve in educating boys. The 
College strives to be a quality school that nurtures and cares for each individual student, where the pursuit of excellence underpins 
our endeavours. As a Catholic school in the Edmund Rice tradition developing the faith of our students is central to our school and 
underpins our values, character building and education. For all our students there is a strong sense of “Brotherhood” - to journey 
together as a community that is open to the needs of others in our school and community with a compassionate heart. Ignatius 
Park College has a rich tradition that extends back to 1969, when the school was relocated from Our Lady’s Mount in the city to the 
present location. It is this tradition that resonates so strongly in the College - a sense of pride, excellence in our studies, a nurturing 
environment for each individual and living the ethos of Blessed Edmund Rice who was inspired by Jesus’ story.  The EREA Charter 
underpins everything we do towards the education of each student at the school. Being a very inclusive community, the College 
welcomes all students from all backgrounds and life experiences. Liberating Education calls for us to be transformative, to provide 
education that opens new possibilities. At Ignatius Park College all students are agents of change, challenged to be open to the 
needs of others, to stand in solidarity and be a voice for injustice for those who do not have a voice. Foundational to all is our faith.    
It is our faith that guide our values, morals and attitudes and produce graduates that make a positive difference in the world. These 
key aspects – Gospel Spirituality, Inclusive Community, Liberating Education and Justice and Solidarity – are what we call our 
Touchstones and our underlying ethos. 

Our College Captain, Julian Rasmussen-O’Keefe, in his address to the College community at the Induction Ceremony stated:

Live Jesus in our Hearts,
Forever

Shaun Clarke  I Principal

• Act as ambassadors for the College in the wider community. 
• Encourage involvement and participate enthusiastically in College and Pastoral 

House events. 
• Provide guidance and act as mentors for other students. 
• Assist staff where necessary. 
• Take a high profile position in relation to any public duties required by the College.
• Assist in the organisation and coordination of the College with respect to Assemblies 

and other full College gatherings. 
• Help with the morale and the wellbeing of the whole student body. 
• Liaise with the students in their House on matters pertaining to the whole College. 

The past four years have flown by and now it’s our turn to step up to the responsibility of seniors. To lead by example and 
to exemplify what it truly means to bleed blue. But for us to make the most of this year, we must first accept the fact that 
we are all equal, and that we’re all in this together. The one thing I need you all to know is that anyone can be a leader. 
A leader isn’t always the person who has followers, but the person that is willing to do good upon others and not receive 
any recognition for it. So my goal for this year is to have all Year 12 students in white walk out of the gates with no regrets, 
saying to yourselves that you learnt to lead and you made the most of your final year.
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Inclusive Community

Creator God, we are your people. We look to the future with optimism and with faith in you, as we 
pursue our call to provide justice and fullness of life for all people. We pray that every man, woman 
and child may develop their potential and meet you in themselves and in one another. May we enjoy 
a totally welcoming community, with you as our centre. We ask this in Jesus’ name. AMEN.

 

Toast Room
The IPC Toast Room opens again on Tuesday, 13 February.  As it is Shrove Tuesday, pancakes will 
be available.  The Peer Mentors will be helping to cook the pancakes for the students on that day.

This week we inducted our Year 12s as leaders within our school community.  Thank you to all who 
made this event a success.  Our focus this year is Servant Leadership.  Servant leadership is best 
defined by Jesus himself: “Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever wants to be first must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served. 

Are we an inclusive community?  Are we sensitive to the economic 
situation of each of our families, designing school programmes to 
empower ALL to participate with dignity and confidence?  

Given the cost involved in running the toast room, we 
rely on your donations to keep it running.  If your son 
has a gold coin every now and then, please encourage 
him to donate it when he picks up his toast.  If you see 
Nutella or cream cheese on sale at the grocery store, 
please purchase a jar and bring it in to Toast Room.  
Thank you for all you do for our community.

Upcoming Events

Ash Wednesday
• Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. Lent is the 40 days before Easter (not including Sundays) 

in which Catholics pray, fast, contemplate, and engage in acts of spiritual self-discipline. On 
Ash Wednesday, Catholics traditionally have the sign of the cross made with ashes on their 
foreheads to show sadness for Christ’s death and for their own sins.

• Students will participate in an Ash Wednesday Liturgy in their House groups on Wednesday, 14 
February.  The Year 8 students on camp will participate in the same liturgy at their campsites.

• There will be NO MEAT available at the Tuckshop on 
Ash Wednesday.  If your child intends not to eat meat on 
Fridays or for all of lent but would like to purchase food 
from the Tuckshop, please place orders at the beginning 
of each day to ensure there is meat-free options available 
for them.

Johanna Smith I  Deputy Principal - Identity and Mission
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Year 12 Induction Ceremony
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Year 12 Inducation Ceremony Continued
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Swimming Carnival Reminders

Shave for a Cure

Yes IPC Community, we are once again supporting the Leukaemia 
Foundation’s biggest fundraiser - World’s Greatest Shave!  This is a 
great  opportunity for those in our community who are game and 
willing enough to shave their precious locks (or legs), all in the name of 
raising funds for this worthy cause.  This will take place on 16 March.

Bravo to Georgia Stayte who has already put up her hand!

If this is something your son would like to personally support this year, 
please encourage him to see me …..rumour has it that even Shaun 
Clarke is interested!

Pudy Timbs  I  Pastoral Leader

Student Use of Electronic Technology at IPC

• Friday is a compulsory school day for all students.
• Please bring a small bag for swimming gear, lunch, and a water bottle (please 

name everything).
• Please be sun safe (good hat, shirt and sunscreen).
• No electronic devices (lock phones in lockers) or skin paint are to be brought on 

the day.

Friday’s program starts at 8.45am with Individual Medley Championships in 13 years 
and Open divisions.  All students are asked to compete in 50 metre breastroke and 
freestyle.

Hopefully the weather will be kind. Nevertheless, the boys are reminded to drink 
plenty of water throughout the day.

Electronic technology, especially smart phones and computers, are a permanent part of many young people’s lives. Unfortunately, 
the misuse, including over-use, of this technology is an issue dominating the conversation around problems such as bullying and 
addictions.

The College’s policy around electronic technology recognises the pervasiveness of the issue and seeks to develop ways that encourage 
students to use the technology in a safe and controlled way.

The key points are:
• No carrying or use of mobile phones during school hours (8.10am-3.03pm)
• No use of computers during these hours, except for school related activities and then, only in classrooms or the library. We want 

to encourage students to take a break from their devices and interact with one and another during the day.
• Strict penalties for those who misuse the technology at school and follow up on those that use technology outside school to harm 

members of our community.

Should you have a concern about your sons use of technology, I would invite you to contact their Pastoral Leader.

John Doolan  I  Deputy Principal - Pastoral
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News from the Student Counsellor

As promised, here is a followon article regarding how electronic screens sabotage sleep, not just for teenager’s, but for all of us.

As rapid uptakers of digital technology, Australian teenagers are now the third most sleep deprived group in the world. Sensible 
limiting of night usage of smart phones and other electronic devices is an important but sometimes difficult component of treatment. 
Electronic screens cause sleep problems in four different ways:

1. Using a device late at night (like any other awake activity), takes up time 
that could be used to sleep.

2. As the devices get more portable and multi-modal, they are increasingly 
used in and on the bed rather than at a desk or table. With repetitive in-
bed screen exposure, the brain starts to get mixed messages about where 
and when to sleep and then begins to associate the bed as a place of 
wakeful activity rather than a place of sleep. The brain becomes trained to 
be awake in bed and in fact begins to expect to be awake. Then, even on a 
night where there is no device being used, sleep difficulties occur. On these 
nights – your teenager might argue “see it’s not my phone that keeps me 
awake”, but it is the new association their brains have made. 

3.  Screen activity (particularly gaming and texting), excites the brain which results in the release of wakeful and addictive       
       neurochemicals such as dopamine and adrenaline. The dopamine surge is thought by some to be similar to the effect seen with  
      some types of illicit drug use so the term “digital heroin” has been coined.
4.  And the big sleep saboteur – ‘blue light effect’, – which inhibits our sleep hormone, melatonin. Melatonin, in our teenagers    
     developing brain is already shifting to later at night and switching off later in the morning. Blue light exacerbates this problem.   
      As the screens have become smaller and the intensity of the blue light needed to maintain the clarity on the device increases –  
      this worsens the effect. 

     For more information – visit www.sleephealthfoundation.org.au or  the Better Health  
     Victoria website at https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/  
                 teenagers-and-sleep.  These have a number of helpful fact sheets for teenagers  
 \     and parents.

Danielle Charge  I  Student Counsellor
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Tuckshop News

The College Tuckshop is a busy operation that is run by permanent staff, who are assisted by wonderful volunteers.  With the moving 
on of our Year 12 students and their Parents/Carers, we will be extremely short of volunteer helpers.  Therefore, we would love to 
have you on our roster!  

Volunteers improve service, raise money for the College and are a valuable part of our College community.  Although our Tuckshop 
is busy, the systems in place are easy and volunteer-friendly.  

We require help from 10:00am to 1:30pm each day.  If you are only able to offer 30 minutes to cover the busy morning tea break, 
that would also be very much appreciated. 

You can be joined by a couple of your friends on the same day, if you would like.  If you 
are interested in joining our friendly Tuckshop team on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly 
roster please contact me to advise your availability. We look forward to meeting you!

The Toastroom will re-open on Tuesday, 13 February 2018 which is also Shrove Tuesday.

Donations of Vegemite, strawberry jam, honey, cream cheese, Nutella, 
pancakes and piklets would be greatly appreciated.

Kay O’Connor I Tuckshop Convenor

Year 7 Activity Afternoon
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Hospitality

Last week all the senior Hospitality classes participated in an all 
day chocolate making course. The students were immersed in 
chocolate - dark, white, milk, coverture and compound. 

They learnt tempering techniques and how to make soft centred 
chocolates and truffes. A highlight was when students were shown 
how to create boxes made from chocolate and how to decorate 
them. A lot of mothers and girlfriends will be pleased to receive an 
amazing handcrafted gift this Valentines Day. I would like to thank 
Maria Graf from ‘The Art of Chocolate’ who tutored the boys. 

Judith Squire  I  Teacher in Charge - Hospitality
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Year 9 Science - Volcano Models

Library News

Mr Christ’s Year 9 Science 
boys enjoyed designing, 
making and exploding their 
model volcanoes.

This practical activity fits in to 
the Earth and Space Science 
unit and allows the boys to 
have some creativity.

Don’t judge a book by its cover – Blind Date Book

The Concept of a Blind Date book, is to encourage the boys to borrow books, by the contents 
rather than the covers. 

Kelly Jackson  I  Resource Coordinator

Arts @ The Park – Logo Design Competition

The IPC Creative Arts Department are looking for an original logo that 
symbolises the vibrancy of the Arts at IPC. 

The logo needs to recognise/represent our four subject areas: 
• Music 
• Drama 
• Visual Art, and 
• Film, Television and New Media. 

It also needs to use the tag line ‘Arts @ The Park’. The rest is up to you. 

Competition closes Friday, Week 5. All entries need to be delivered to Miss 
McGregor via email or in person. 

The winning logo will be used in advertising material and will be a permanent 
fixture in Creative Arts classrooms. 

Production

First rehearsal for all cast is on Sunday, 11 February from 10.00am - 1.00pm at the SMMC Theatre. 

Zara McGregor  I  Faculty Leader - The Arts

Independent Education Union 2018 Literary Competition

This competition invites students to write a poem, short story or piece of non-fiction prose on any topic. There are cash prizes 
available for students in Years 7-12 and the competition closes on 27 July 2018. Please see Mrs Tarttelin for more information or 
visit www.qieu.asn.au

Andrea Tarttelin  I  Faculty Leader - English
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Change to Industry Placement Date for Term 1

We would like to remind all VET families that the Term 1 Industry Placement dates have moved to Week 10 – 26 - 29 March.  

Revised 2018 Industry Placement dates:
VET Students are expected to attend Industry Placement on student free days.

All VET students       Monday, 26 March to Thursday 29 March
Full VET students only (no placement for Alternate Program students) Monday, 30 April to Friday 4 May
Full VET students only (no placement for Alternate Program students) Monday, 25 June to Friday 29 June
All VET students       Monday, 17 September to Friday 21 September

White Card Safety Induction Course

This week a letter was distributed to VET students (except Construction students) inviting them to complete the White Card Safety 
Induction course.  The cost of the course is $45 and will be completed online, with Blue Dog Training, in class time.  If you have any 
concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Please note:
• Students undertaking the Certificate I in Construction subject will not be required to complete this course, as it is built into 

coursework of their subject.  
• This course is compulsory for all students enrolled in Certificate II in Engineering Pathways and Certificate II Resource and 

Infrastructure Work Preparation.  
• While it is not a mandatory requirement for other VET students, it is highly recommended.  Your son will not be placed on 

industry placement in a construction trade if he does not have a White Card.  

VET Information Session

We would like to thank the students and parents/carers who 
attended our VET Information Session last night.  It’s pleasing to see 
that we have support from the families in our endeavours to create 
positive outcomes for our VET students.  We look forward to working 
with you all over the next year or two.

School Based Apprenticeship

Congratulations to Will Hempsall (Year 12) who this week was 
signed to a school based apprenticeship as a Cabinet Maker with Bill 
& Ben the Cabinetmen.  He will attend work one day per week and 
continue as a full-time apprentice upon graduation.  Will earned his 
apprenticeship through working hard on his industry placement last 
year.  We would like to thank Shane from Bill & Ben the Cabinetmen 
for offering Will this opportunity.

Shane Dove  I  VET Program Leader
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Get on board - IPC Learn to Row

Yes, this could be you! This is a photo of our last years Year 8 Quad winning gold medal right on the line at the 
North Queensland School Championships. This same crew backed up to come 4th at the School Queensland State 
Championships and were awarded the prestigious “Crew of the Year” medallion.

Learn to row - Starts on Saturday, 17 February
• 8 x 2 hour sessions over 4 weekends
• Do you like being on the water?
• Do you enjoy boats & boating
• Do you enjoy being a part of a fun and positive environment?
• Do you like being a valuable member of a team?
• Do you enjoy spending time with your mates?
• Do you enjoy learning new skills?
• Do you enjoy a challenge? 
• Do you want to be fit, strong, active and healthy?

If you answer yes, yes, yes… then come & join us,

MEET A COUPLE OF YOUR COACHES

Both Patrick Boniface and Tom Smith graduated from Ignatius Park in 2015. Together they ranked in the Top 5 nationally for 
rowing, representing IPC and Townsville on the National Rowing stage for three successive years. These young men were School 
Leaders and part of the very fabric that makes Ignatius Park such a great school.

Both of these young men played a multitude of sports at a representative level and were just as renown for terrorising loose 
forwards and soft centres on the Rugby field for Brothers and Ignatius Park.

Tom is currently studying Medicine while Pat is undertaking Engineering at JCU. 

These guys are keen to continue the tradition and give back to the school and, as such, they form part of our formidable coaching 
team and provide very positive role models for the young men in our program.

Learn to Row registration and more information about the Rowing program is available from our Rowing Coordinator Ms Tracy 
Klaassen (Tracy.Klaassen@ipc.qld.edu.au), or contact me directly on 0437448255 or email talus12@bigpond.net.au with any 
enquiries.

See you on the water 

Tony Smith  I  Head of Program 
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2018 IPC Rugby League Training and Games Information

Team  Coach  Training   Games
U12  Mr Christ Monday, 3:15 – 4:15pm  Tuesday @ IPC

U13 Blue Mr Gaston Monday, 3:15 – 4:15pm  Tuesday @ IPC

U13 White Mr Power Monday, 3:15 – 4:15pm  Tuesday @ IPC

U14 Blue Mr Williams Friday, 3:15 – 4:15pm              Wednesday @ IPC

U14 White Mr Laguna Friday, 3:15 – 4:15pm              Wednesday @ IPC

U15  Mr Guerra Monday, 3:15 – 4:30pm                 Cowboy’s Challenge
    Tuesday, Lunch (Gym)                   Term 1, 2 & 3
    Thursday, Lunch (Gym)
    Friday, 7:00am – 8:00am 
 

2nd XIII  Mr Logan Monday, 3:15 – 4:30pm        Wednesday @ TDJRL     
  Mr Ahern Tuesday, 3:15 – 4:30pm

Christian Quabba  I  Teacher

Community

EVERYONE’S BUSINESS
Developing an inclusive and sustainable economy 

Café Conversation Series
breaking open the Catholic Bishop's Social Justice 
Statement for 2017/18 

Hosted by the social justice committee and facilitated 
by young adults passionately involved in action for 
justice.

First evening begins with input from Bishop Tim Harris 
then some facilitated reading and discussion about 
what is in the Social Justice Statement using the See, 
Judge and Act Model.

February 27 (guest speaker Bishop Tim Harris) 
April 24 , May 8, June 12 
Tuesday evenings 7.00-8.15pm 
Mater Conference Centre Fuller Rd Pimlico
Rsvp houseofprayer@tsv.catholic.org.au 
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MEOW Year 8 Workshops (Term 2) 
Townsville 
 
When: 8 May 17 -- 12 June 17 
 
Where: At James Cook University  
Building 134 - Education Central, Townsville Campus  

Maths Explains Our World (MEOW)  
MEOW is a hands-on and interactive series of afternoon 
workshops for high achieving Year 8 students. 

During these innovative sessions, participants will experience 
how maths is used in difficult disciplines at JCU, such as 
epidemiology, engineering and economics. Students will have 
the opportunity to learn new skills and enhance their ability to 
solve problems. 

Students are encouraged to attend in pairs, if possible, so they 
can work together and with other students from different 
Townsville schools on real life scenarios. Prizes are on offer, 
along with take-home materials and interactive incentives. 

• The workshops will run for six consecutive Mondays during Term 2, 
commencing 8th May 2017. 

• Sessions will start at 4:00pm and conclude at 5:45pm. 
• Places are limited to 20 students. 
• Registration costs $40 per student for the full series. 

How to register 

Parents/carers should use the online registration form and payment facility to register 
their child. A confirmation email will be issued following payment. 

Contact details: 
For further information, contact Shaun Belward on (07) 4781 4297 or 
email mathsed@jcu.edu.au. 

 


