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From the Principal

         
        

        

Dear Parents, Friends and Caregivers 

Ignatius Park College acknowledges that the land we meet on today is the traditional lands for the Bindal and Wulgurukaba People 
and that we respect their spiritual relationship with their Country. We also acknowledge the Bindal and Wulgurukaba People as the 
traditional custodians of the Townsville region and that their cultural and heritage beliefs are still as important to the living Bindal and 
Wulgurukaba People today. 

We have had a very positive and calm start to the academic year. This week I have had an opportunity to speak to a number of year 
levels and have continually been impressed by how quickly students have focused into their studies. My challenge for all students at 
Ignatius Park College this year is to set high expectations for themselves, both academically and personally, to set goals for success 
and to reflect on what behaviours and attitudes need to change to improve their grades. It is important that study habits become 
routine in their daily lives, so they are not leaving work to the last minute or superficially covering a topic without any real depth or 
analysis. Establishing habits allows students to develop routines that keep them focused and goal driven. By developing strong study 
skills early in the year, it will allow our students to be successful and not become overwhelmed by workloads, due dates, major 
assignments and tests. 

Last Monday the College community celebrated our Opening Mass. Within the Mass there was the Commissioning of myself, as 
Principal of Ignatius Park College.  It was a wonderful celebration of our College community and I was personally touched with the 
Commissioning ritual where I had the opportunity to pledge my commitment as a leader to my faith, to the wellbeing of our staff 
and students, to educational excellence, tp the partnership with parents and board and support of my family. At the end of the ritual 
Fr. Rod Ward asked the whole community to raise their right hand for a blessing. This will be one of the memorable moments of my 
life as I witnessed the solidarity of the whole College community as we journey together to enhance our rich tradition and heritage.

In my address to the College community I stated:

 “It is my desire that my leadership is one that is clearly focused upon developing the capacity of our community, to 
meet both the current and future challenges in education, to continuously improve and develop a deep commitment to 
excellence and equity in all that we do. Beyond everything else, it is my desire that as the adults, within community, that 
we honour the fact that the parents have entrusted to us, their most precious gift, their son and as such we need to be 
constant companions and mentors within their individual faith and educational journey. That we are their heroes, their 
mentors and in us they will experience unconditional love, respect and guidance, as we genuinely believe in them and 
what they can achieve.”
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From the Principal continued

I would personally like to thank Dr Wayne Tinsey, EREA Executive Director, Dr Cathy Day, Executive Director, Townsville Catholic 
Education, Mr Peter Chapman EREA Regional Director, Northern Region, Mr Peter Duffy, Ignatius Park College Board Chair, members 
of the board and parents who attended the Commissioning. It was also wonderful to have my wife Caroline, my three children, Ben, 
Hebbie-Rose and Padraic who travelled from Adelaide for the ceremony. Thank you also to Mrs Johanna Smith and Mr Leo Hogan 
who organised the mass.

As mentioned last week, the Australian Catholic Bishops have declared this year as the “Year of Youth”. Ms Bianca Barbagallo has 
been appointed Townsville Diocese School Youth Engagement Officer for Ignatius Park College. This year we will be actively inviting 
students to engage in the Church through social and ecological justice days and Christian Meditation retreats.

Pope Francis has stated that we should “Not bury our talents. The gifts that God has given to us. Do not be afraid to dream great 
things!“  Pope Francis reminds us that every member within Ignatius Park College has been given a unique gift.  We need not be 
limited by our fear or desire, but to open our hearts and minds to what is in our inner self, a self that strives for excellence whether 
this in our studies, co-curricular, spirituality or our relationships with each other. It is important that we set high expectations both 
academically and personally. For it is the recognition of our gifts that allows us to continue to grow as human beings, to dream, 
to move beyond the ordinary to the extraordinary, to respond to God’s calling, in this new time as disciples of Jesus and living the 
charism of Blessed Edmund Rice.

Live Jesus in our Hearts.
Forever.

Shaun Clarke I Principal

Year 11 ECOM students having a Questions and Answers Session with Mr Shaun Clarke (Principal).

Year 7 students enjoying the Activity Afternoon on Wednesday
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Inclusive Community

All giving, all inclusive, all loving God, open our hearts that we may see all people as reflection of 
You, their Creator. Open us up to inclusivity. Teach us to love with hearts wide open. Inspire us to 
live lives that include everyone equally. Help us to include all people, regardless of the colour of 
their skin, their sex or sexual orientation, the money in their bank account, the job they hold, the 
religion they follow or the country in which they were born. Teach us to always model Your inclusive 
love.  Amen.

Faith in Action
Please note that students can log their Faith in Action hours on page 40 of their diaries.  When they 
have accrued 20 hours they will be given a certificate.  If they can log 40 hours, they are eligible 
for a Gold Certificate.  Please encourage your boys to come to the Identity and Mission Office (the 
red door) for more information, and to make sure we have accurate records of their service hours.

Upcoming Events

Year 12 Induction
The Year 12 Induction will be held on Tuesday 6 February at 11.45am.  Parents of Year 12 students 
have received an invitation via email.  PLEASE RSVP so we can make sure we have enough seats 
in the Edmund Rice Hall.

Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. Lent is the 40 days before Easter (not including Sundays) 
in which Catholics pray, fast, contemplate, and engage in acts of spiritual self-discipline. On Ash 
Wednesday Catholics traditionally have the sign of the cross made with ashes on their foreheads to 
show sadness for Christ’s death and for their own sins.

Students will participate in an Ash Wednesday liturgy in their House Groups on Wednesday 14 
February.  The Year 8 students on Camp will participate in the same liturgy at their campsites.

Johanna Smith I  Deputy Principal - Identity and Mission

“We believe in a God who offers fullness of life, love and compassion to  all of 
humanity. The outpouring of love, from God to the world; that is the mission!  
Our task is to embody this mission in this place at this time.  To be the fact of 
God in our world: this is our mission.”

Thank you to everyone who contributed to making our Opening Mass a success.  With very little 
notice, many students and staff members ensured our Mass flowed beautifully, sounded good and 
was very meaningful. 

Are we an inclusive community?  Do we demonstrate a preferential 
option for the poor by standing in solidarity with those who are 
powerless and marginalised, and do we strive to provide access to 
our school to those who otherwise would not seek enrolment?  
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Opening Mass and Principal’s Commissioning
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Our first College sporting event for the year is next week, the Interhouse Swimming Carnival, at the College pool. Preliminary events 
are next Thursday afternoon after lunch for specific events/students and for the entire school day on Friday. It is a wonderful occasion 
for the boys to take part in their first activity for the year as a house group, in the true spirit of what the College is known for across 
our community.

College policy is that all College events are compulsory school days and attendance and participation by all students is required. 
Therefore, if a student is absent, a medical certificate will need to accompany any letter advising of his absence when the student 
returns to school. Failure by the student to follow this procedure will lead to a Saturday detention. Students who cannot swim will 
need to bring a note from parents and report to their House Leader at the start of the day.

All students require a sports bag or some small bag (with name on it) to carry and store the following items:
    • Towel
    • Swimmers
    • Hat with a good brim (College hat is preferred)
    • Shirt (House colours if possible and preferably with collar and sleeves for the sun.  
 No need to buy anything, something old that he has at home)
    • Sunscreen
    • Lunch (tuckshop is open as an alternative)
    • Water bottle (with name on it)

Swimming Carnival Expectations

No electronic devices or paint. Many of the Houses also choose 
costumes to conform with their theme for the year. These costumes 
must be approved by the Pastoral Leader and must not be offensive 
or degrading of others (no vulgar language used on the costume, no 
female attire etc.).

As a College community, the day is one of the highlights of the year 
and we look forward to the keen competition between the Houses 
next Friday.

Year 12 Information Night

Next Wednesday, 7 February, we wanted to provide an opportunity for Year 12 parents to get an overview of the year and meet with 
Mr Guerra, the Year 12 Coordinator and myself. For those of us who have been through it before with older children, we know it is a 
big year. So the more we understand about what is coming up, the better we will be prepared.

Date:  Wednesday, 7 February
Time:  5.30 - 6.30pm
Venue:  College Hall
Topics:  Academic results (QCE, OP)
  Significant events
  Managing the year successfully for parents and  
  student’s graduation preparation
  Preparing for 2019 (Work placements, Tertiary   
  Applications)

John Doolan I  Deputy Principal - Pastoral
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News from the Student Counsellor

Contributing factors to this perfect storm include:
• Too busy to sleep – school life, pre and post school extracurricular activities, homework, socialising, meals, sporting commitments, 

relaxation and down time etc.
• Another reason is the amount of sleep teens (and their parents) think they need and the amount of sleep scientific research 

reveals that they actually need. Scientific research shows us that the sleep requirement for teenagers remains static across 
adolescence and doesn’t decrease as many think. An 18 year old requires the same as their 12 year old brother - and that is on 
average, just over nine hours. 

• The third factor is the sleep-wake body clock and how the teen body clock work is misaligned with schools scheduling. In the lead 
up to puberty our body clock starts switching on melatonin in our brains somewhat later at night and switching it off later in the 
mornings! (So there is a biological reason it’s hard to get our teenagers out of bed in the morning and why it is hard to get them 
moving in the morning – it’s like us being woken at 3.30am!) One in six teenagers have a body-clock shift to a degree which 
causes them to have insufficient sleep (as they can’t go to sleep at the appropriate time). There is a difference though between 
“won’t sleepers” and “can’t sleepers” which is important to remember.

• The increasing use of electronics prior to bed – this needs an article of its own and will be discussed in another newsletter article. 
• Low moods and stress are also potent triggers for sleep deprivation. In fact, the combination of sleepiness, moodiness and stress 

is very toxic because each of these factors makes the other two worse. (ie. feeling anxious at bedtime may prevent you getting to 
sleep and equally the inability to sleep may trigger anxiety. 

 So what can parents do to help their sons to get a good sleep and not have a sleep deficit?

Step 1   Talk to them about the power of a good sleep routine – don’t do it late at night when everyone is tired and emotional.  
   Most teenagers aren’t that interested but if you tell them it can improve their sporting performance or academic grades –  
   they might just listen. Do not assume that just because your son is in his bedroom he is asleep!

Step 2   Establish a pre-sleep routine – suggest a couple of routine relaxing activities 30 minutes before bedtime (bath, reading - 
   but not from a backlit device, listening to some chill out music, a small snack or drink). These need to occur in the same  
   order at the same time each night to achieve “sleep onset cues”. This will take a few weeks to occur.

Step 3   Re-train the brain – this part is simple! Simply it is that bedtime and lights out occur at the same time. This means   
   avoiding or undertaking any activities in or on the bed that are not related to sleep. 

Step 4   Avoid those digital devices in the bedroom – this is not popular with your teens (and some parents too!) You may need a  
   digital contract. 

This may take some time so be patient and let your son know to expect a gradual rather than an instant improvement. Good luck!

Dannielle Charge I Student Counsellor

Getting the sleep routine right for our teenagers!

The effects of sleep deprivation go way beyond mere tiredness, to 
include multiple physical and mental health problems. There is a 
long list which includes: impaired classroom learning, mood and 
behavioural disturbance, increased risk-taking behaviours, emotional 
fragility, lowered self-esteem, poor coping with stress to name just a 
few. 

Multiple factors conspire in a perfect storm to cause poor sleep in 
teenagers. Recognising and understanding how these factors sabotage 
sleep is a helpful first step in a pathway to good sleep.
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Mathematics Tutoring

Tuckshop News

The College Tuckshop is a busy operation that is run by permanent staff, who are assisted by 
wonderful volunteers.  With the moving on of our Year 12 students and their Parents/Carers, we 
will be extremely short of volunteer helpers.  Therefore, we would love to have you on our roster!  

Volunteers improve service, raise money for the College and are a valuable part of our College 
community.  Although our Tuckshop is busy, the systems in place are easy and volunteer-friendly.  
We require help from 10:00am to 1:30pm each day.  If you are only able to offer 30 
minutes to cover the busy morning tea break, that would also be very much appreciated. 

You can be joined by a couple of your friends on the same day, if you would like.  If you are interested in joining our friendly Tuckshop 
team on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly roster please contact me to advise your availability. We look forward to meeting you!

The toastroom will re-open on Tuesday, 13 February 2018 which is also Shrove Tuesday.
Donations of pancakes and piklets would be very much appreciated.

Kay O’Connor I Tuckshop Convenor

Clothing 1200 boys is a mammoth job!

A huge thank you is needed to the many people who volunteered their time to 
assist in the back to school rush. Thank you also to the families for being patient 
and happy throughout the week.

Due to a new supplier and style, there is a shortage of the sport shorts in most 
sizes. Our sincere apologies for any inconvenience this may cause.  A notice will 
appear in the Newsletter when these are once again in stock.

Regular shop hours have resumed.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday    8.00am – 10.45am

Uniform Shop News
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Defence News

Are your considering a career as an Officer in the Australian Army? Come along to an Information Session to learn more about the 
opportunities available to you at the Royal Military College (RMC) in Duntroon. For more information call 13 19 01. 

Date:     7 February 2018
Time:   6.00pm – 8.00pm
Venue:   Defence Force Recruiting Centre, 71 Stanley Street, Townsville City.

ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE INFORMATION SESSION 
 
Considering a career as an Officer in the Australian Army? Come along to an Information Session to learn more about the 
opportunities available to you at the Royal Military College (RMC) in Duntroon. The Army transforms ambitious and resourceful 
civilians into leaders and managers with exciting careers. It all starts at the Royal Military College, one of the world’s finest 
military training  institutions.  
 
Date: Wednesday 7th February 2018 
Time:  6:00pm – 8:00pm 
Where: Defence Force Recruiting Centre – 71 Stanley Street, Townsville City QLD 4810 
RSVP: cpttownsville@dfr.com.au 
 
 
 

IPC Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community Information Session

All members of the IPC community are welcome to attend the Community Information 
Session.  The session will have a focus on new familie and students.

When:   Wednesday, 7 February
Time:  6.45pm
Where:  Room 108 (meet in the Hall)

Andrew Kirkpatrick  I  Program Leader - Indigenous and Multicultural
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The Year 7 cohort have settled very well into the College.  Although very trepidatious to begin with, they have jumped feet first into 
the routines of the College with great success.  We will continue to work with them on their transition.  
We have a number of events in the near future specifically for Year 7.

YEAR 7 ACTIVITY DAY

Tommorrow, all Year 7 students will be involved in a variety of activities 
to help them settle in and start forming their House identity.  Students  
are to wear sports uniform on this day.

Date:   Friday, 2 February
Time:   Lessons 3 to 6
Where:   Edmund Rice Hall

ACTIVITY AFTERNOON

All Year 7 students are invited to attend the Activity Afternoons run by our Peer Mentors.  The emphasis will be on participation and 
enjoyment.  

While these activities are not compulsory, we strongly encourage your son to participate so his transition into secondary school is a 
smooth one.  Based on past experience, the more your son involves himself in all the College has to offer, the more he will enjoy his 
school journey.  

Dates:  Wednesday, 31 January 
  Wednesday, 7 February
Time:  3:15pm to 4:15pm
Where:  Edmund Rice Hall

PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT

Parents and Carers are invited to attend an information night to meet with your son’s Pastoral Leader and Homeroom Teacher.  The 
night will be a ‘nuts & bolts’ explanation of how the College operates and will provide you with an opportunity to ask any questions 
that need clarifying.

Dates:  Wednesday, 7 February
Time:  7:00pm to 8:30pm
Where:  Edmund Rice Hall

Year 7 News

Year 12 Induction Ceremony

The Year 12 Induction Ceremony is being held on 
Tuesday, 6 February 2018 at 11.45am.  

All Year 12 students are to wear their academic 
uniform.
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Musical

Instrumental Music Program (IMP)

Instrumental music lessons will begin next week and there is still plenty 
of room for more students. Whether you have played before or not, we 
are keen to have you in our program.  Learning a musical instrument 
supports your learning in other areas, develops your creative side 
and enhances your social life. There are many more aspects to the 
program including  performing in an ensemble or singing in the choir 
but most important of all….it’s great fun!

Lessons are available to all students and for all levels of ability. If 
your son would like to learn Guitar, Drums, Voice, Keyboard, Brass or 
Woodwind, we would love to have him in our program. 
.
All lessons are supplied by a dedicated group of teachers who are specialists in their chosen instruments

We also offer the chance for all students to be involved in one of our Performance Ensembles: Stage Band, Guitar Ensemble, Choir 
and Liturgy Band will be offered this year. 

If you are interested in being a part of our great music program, Enrolment Forms and Instrumental Music Guidelines can be 
obtained from Student Services.

David Roberts | Instrumental Music Coordinator

I am pleased to announce that the combined musical with St Margaret Mary’s College St Patrick’s College this year will be Popstars. 

This is a hilarious new musical that brings out the competitive world of boyband vs girlband. Packed with pop smash hits from the 
hyper-coloured 1990s featuring songs from artists such as The Spice Girls, Backstreet Boys, N*SYNC, Britney Spears, Christina 
Aguilera, Mariah Carey and MC Hammer. 
 

Congratulations to the 19 students who successfully auditioned at the 
end of last year. There is a smaller cast than usual due to restrictions at 
the venue.

The first full cast rehearsal is Sunday, 11 February 10am-1pm at the 
SMMC Theatre. 

The production will be held at the Riverway Arts Centre from the 31 May 
– 2 June.  There will be three evening performances plus an additional 
matinee performance on Friday, 1 June.  

More information regarding performance times and ticket sales will be 
available closer to the time. If you have any queries, please contact me 
at the College.

Zara McGregor  I  Faculty Leader - The Arts
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Science Fun in 9 Science

Science is simply just pure fun when you spend it in a double lesson with my Year 9 Science!

The boys were exploring the right amount of variables for an acid to react vigorously with a base.

After creating a model volcano using cardboard, alfoil and a beaker as the magma chamber, the students discovered that new 
substances were created to produce the simulated magma which spilled out as lava from the volcanic crater.  Food dye was used to 
add colour to the frothy mess.

Catherine Ventic  I  Teacher

Library News

Britannica

Britannica is an all in one research tool which can be accessed by all students at Ignatius Park College.

Britannica is a Global Educational Publisher which promotes lifelong development of knowledge and learning. They have developed 
an excellent platform which caters for students of all ages and research interests.

Students can choose to access Britannica School both at home and school selecting content based on their reading and 
comprehension level.

Students can access this from home using the following information:

URL: http://school.eb.com.au
Username: igcollege
Password: qldschool

Homework Program

EVERYDAY (EXCEPT THURSDAY) FROM 3.15 TO 4.15 PM.

The roster is located on our webiste.

The homework program gives students the opportunity to make the 
most of their library by using computers, getting help from teachers and 
accessing a wide range of resources to help them complete homework 
and prepare and present assignments.

Kelly Jackson I Resource Coordinator
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Information Evening – Next Wednesday

We would like to welcome our Year 11 VET students and any Year 12 VET students who are new to the program.  It is expected that 
all new VET students and a parent/carer attend our information evening.

 Introduction to VET Night
 Wednesday, 7 February
 5:30pm to 6:30pm
 Big Ben

Construction ‘White Card’ Safety Induction 

It is a mandatory requirement of the construction industry that all workers, including work experience students, undertake a General 
Construction Safety Induction prior to entering a construction worksite.  Once the induction is completed, students are issued with 
a Construction White Card.  

The College is offering the White Card Safety Induction to all VET students to take place at the College.  A letter has been distributed 
this week.  

   Course: White Card Safety Induction Course
   Cost:  $45
   Date:  Friday, 16 February
   Where:  Big Ben
   Time:  8:45am to 2:45pm (Students will report to homeroom)
   Bring:  Student ID and a pen
  
Please note:
• Students undertaking Certificate I in Construction will not be required to complete this course, as it is built into coursework of 

their subject.  
• This course is compulsory for all students enrolled in Certificate II Engineering Pathways and Certificate II Resource and 

Infrastructure Work Preparation.  
• While it is not a mandatory requirement for other VET students, it is highly recommended.  Your son will not be placed on 

industry placement in a construction trade if he does not have a White Card. 

Shane Dove  I  VET Program Leader

VET and Industry Placement

Curriculum

English

English Basics 
A reminder that the English Basics text book is a required item for students in Years 7 - 9 . Students will be using this in their English 
classes and for homework on a regular basis and copyright concerns prevent us from copying chapters. If you have experienced any 
problems obtaining a copy, please contact me as soon as possible. 

Rostrum Voice of Youth 
Any student in Years 7 – 12 who is interested in taking part in the Rostrum Public Speaking Competition is invited to enter at 
www.rostrum.com.au or see Mrs Tarttelin for more information. Junior topics this year include Proud To Be Different and In Your 
Wildest Dreams, while the seniors can tackle topics such as A Home For Every Child and Spirit Of Adventure. Heats will take place 
in April and May and entry fees will be paid by the school. Lots of support and advice is available, so please consider taking on the 
challenge to become a better Public Speaker through this highly regarded competition. 

Andrea Tarttelin  I  Faculty Leader - English
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Welcome back to Trailburners for 2018. This is our fourth year of MTB at the College 
and we are loving it!

We have already start riding again:
• Night riding began last week will continue in small groups. Trailburners  
     have purchased six helmet lights to borrow. 
• Next ride is this weekend...Saturday night at this stage. This will be a  
   general ride so no records up hills will be broken. Just out to have a lot of  
     fun.
•  Wednesday afternoon rides will commence in late February.
•  Monday skill development rides will start Monday, 12 February.

There are also lots of great rides scheduled this year including Club racing, both 
XC and Gravity; Schools Cup in April (new); Paluma Push; the RRR in Port Douglas; 
Mad Rush Day/Night Race in Mackay; The States and heaps of social rides.

If your son is interested in joining us, please remind him to see Mr Spencer.

Keith Spencer | Teacher

Mountain Biking

Townsville Secondary School Sports (TSSS)

Trials are being conducted for boys who would like to represent the College in TSSS Term 1 Block Sport.  

The sports (and contact staff) involved are:

      Open Age Cricket       Mr B Hawke
      Open Age Water Polo      Ms S O’Melia 
      Basketball – 13 years, 15 years and Open    Mr G Hughes 
      Rugby League – 13 years, 14 years, 15years and Open  Mr C Quabba
 
If your son is interested in any of the sports listed, he will be notified of the trials and subsequent meetings through daily student 
notices. 

John Alloway | Head of Sport

Basketball
There has been a change in the structure with Townsville School Sports for 2018.
This year the age groups will be U13, U15 and Open.
 
The U13 Basketball Competitions will be conducted throughout Term 1 on a Wednesday afternoon.  Games will commence around 
4pm at various schools in the Townsville region.  The College will enter two or three teams. 

Year 7 Trials
When:    Tuesday, 6 February, 3.15pm to 4.15pm
Where:    Hall
 
Year 8 Trials for those that are U13
When:    Thursday, 1 February, second break
Where:    Hall

Please ensure students bring a water bottle and a change of clothes if required.  Students must wear academic uniform and 
change if they don’t have Physical Education on the above days.

Feel free to contact Gary Hughes if you have any further questions at gary.hughes@IPC.qld.edu.au 
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Rowing News:  Queensland Open State Championships

There was no easing into the new year for some of our intrepid rowers. Fresh from a breakthrough 
year at school level where “Team Phoenix” established itself as a real force in Queensland school 
rowing, 13 of our squad were selected to represent our region at the Queensland Open State 
Championships two weeks ago competing at Wyaralong Dam near Brisbane.

The competition was very tough with strong representation from both Brisbane 
GPS & regional  schools looking to hone their school crews, as well as established 
Queensland and Australian representative rowers all using this event as a build up 
to the March National Championships in Sydney.

Our boys certainly bought their A game to these Championships with all rowers 
making finals.
Congratulations in particular to Anthony Grech and Jake Gilmore who are incredibly 
the new Under 17 and Under 15 Queensland State Champions, respectively in 
their single sculls.
Also, congratulations to Lachlan Larsen and Callum Leech who won Gold in the 
Under 15 double sculls. Callum also won a Silver medal in the U15 Single. Well 
done to all our young men who competed.

Learn to Row 2018 - Starts 17th February

Rowing at IPC in 2018

We will again be offering students and parents the 
benefits of a well organised, high energy, complete 
rowing program, delivered by qualified coaches with 
National level rowing experience.

Following an outstanding year last year, we are looking 
to build on our reputation as an emerging rowing power 
in Queensland.

We’re looking forward to a stellar season. 

Why Row?
• Great for overall fitness, strength and posture.  
• Builds confidence, coordination and emphasises teamwork.
• Benefits provide a competitive edge in both other sports and 

academically.
• Be involved in the most competitive school sport environment 

in Townsville.
• Optimise your future - build life changing habits now!

How to Register

Learn to Row starts 17 February and consists of eight sessions 
over four weekends culminating in a mini regatta at the end of the 
course. This opportunity is open to all boys in years 7 - 11.

Ms Klaassen, our Rowing Coordinator, is holding a meeting for all 
students interested in Room 107 at lunchtime this Friday. 

Alternatively contact me on talus12@bigpond.net.au  or 
0437 448 255.

Tony Tony Smith I Head of Rowing 
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India Immersion

Varanasi, known as India’s Holy City, was our next destination. The River Ganges flows through the town and we had an 
opportunity to spend dawn and dusk on the river and learn more about the Hindu faith, including the important ceremonies 
involved with cremation. Lighting a candle and making a wish which we sent down the river was a special experience for us all. 
The next day saw us tour several temples and learn more about the diverse religions of India. A very fortunate walk one evening 
saw us in the middle of a wedding procession, with all the colour, lights and music you would expect from such a celebration. 

A long wait at the Varanasi train station and a very long journey saw us finally arrive at Kolkota, where we would spend most of our 
time in India. We were guests of Brother Sabino and the community at St Mary’s school and split our time between the Mary Rice 
Education Centre for children with special needs and St George’s, for children from disadvantaged backgrounds. We all enjoyed 
the opportunity to play cricket, learn some Bengali, do puzzles, create some craft, enhance our dancing skills and, above all, 
develop friendships with the children we met. Students and staff also had the chance to volunteer at a program to offer food for the 
homeless, which is offered by the Brothers at St Mary’s school. We all found this a humbling and inspiring experience. 
Our trip concluded with a quick visit to a very different city, Mumbai. This is a much more Western city which highlighted some of 
the many differences between the regions of India. 

As an Immersion experience, this trip was about a lot more than simply experiencing another culture. It was focused on developing 
solidarity with others through building relationships and genuinely seeing others. A comprehensive preparation program and nightly 
reflections helped us to focus on key ideas and debrief within our group. We learned that it is less about talking than it is about 
listening. We learned that it is more about giving than receiving. We learned it is more about our presence than it is about money. 
It is unquestionable that India changed us all in some way. We had an opportunity to visit a country of contrasts – sometimes 
beautiful and sometimes challenging, but always fascinating. While India continues to experience many challenges, particularly 
in regard to education, poverty and the environment, it is ultimately a community of hope where so many people are working in a 
range of ways to make life better for those in need.

In November last year, a small group of students and staff began their India 
Immersion experience, a journey that would both challenge and inspire each of us in 
different ways. The trip was the culmination of eighteen months of fundraising and 
planning, with huge support from parents and the community.

Arriving firstly in Delhi, India’s capital, the group started with a visit to Chetanayla, 
a Catholic organisation which supports people in need through projects designed 
to empower them and their families. We were fortunate to several of these projects, 
including a plastic recycling centre and a sewing cooperative, and see the genuine 
impact they are having, both on people and the environment. 

We then had the amazing opportunity of seeing one of the greatest wonders of the 
world, the Taj Mahal. With our guide, we learned about the romantic history of the 
building and the incredible skill of the craftsmen who built it. The next day involved 
a visit to a northern city, Chandigarh, where we toured St John’s, a fellow Edmund 
Rice school, and met with Brother Phillip Pinto, former Congregational Leader of 
the Christian Brothers. He shared lunch and some inspiring words with us. His 
suggestion that we “look beyond the surface” when meeting people was very special. 

We all recognise the support of the wider community in allowing us 
the opportunity to participate in the Immersion experience – including 
teachers, Mrs Hughes and Mr Marano, the wider school community 
who supported out fundraising and Mrs Smith who created a 
wonderful resource to support our reflections. 

We look forward to continuing our relationships with the communities 
we work with in India and would recommend everyone consider 
becoming involved in future experiences.

Andrea Tarttelin  I  Faculty Leader - English
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COLLABORATING 
      SUCCESS

QUEENSLAND CATHOLIC SCHOOL PARENTS
BIENNIAL CONFERENCE  8-10 JUNE 2018    TOWNSVILLE

QUEENSLAND CATHOLIC SCHOOL PARENTS BIENNIAL CONFERENCE

Event Date: 8,9,10 June 2018
*Travel on Friday 8 June. Conference Sat 9 & Sun 10 June

Venue: St Joseph’s Catholic School, The Strand, Townsville

The Collaborating for Success conference is to build and strengthen a 
parent engagement community of practice. We encourage parents and 
school leadership to attend together

QLD CATHOLIC SCHOOL PARENTS

BIENNIAL CONFERENCE  
8-10 JUNE 2018    TOWNSVILLE

Karen L. Mapp, EdD, a Senior Lecturer on Education at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education (HGSE) and the Faculty Director of the 
Education Policy and Management Master’s Program. Over the past 20 
years, Dr. Mapp’s research and practice focus has been on the cultivation 
of partnerships among families, community members & educators that 
support student achievement and school improvement.

Dr Karen Mapp

Ms. Jenni Brasington, a Senior Director of Consultative Services for 
Scholastic Education and a founding partner of the Center for Active 
Family Engagement (CAFÉ). She has more than 25 years experience 
working with P-12 schools as an administrator, early childhood 
coordinator & school counsellor to improve student achievement and 
build effective family-school partnerships that support student learning.

Jenni Brasington

International key note speakers:

DATE CLAIMER

A Townsville Catholic Year of Youth 2018 Event 
 

 

Supported by:   Alyssa & Dan Agius,  
      the UnLimited Duo 
 
Monday 14 May: Emmaus Hall - Ryan Catholic  
       College for Years 10-12 
 
Tuesday 15 May: Good Shepherd Parish, Mt Isa 
         for all Secondary 

Dynamic speaker, presenter and singer/

Jesse Manibusan 
“THE LIFE YOU’RE LIVING” Australian Tour 

 

 

  

Jesse Manibusan  
Catholic Evangeliser, Itinerant Witness, Music Missionary,  
Comic Storyteller, Catholic Ninja, Joy Cultivator…  

Starting at 9.00am - 2.15pm 
For futher information: contact your school Youth Engagement Officer 

Proudly presented by: 

When:  Saturday, 3 February 2018. 
Time:  2pm - 5pm 
Where:  Brothers Canteen between fields 1&2  
 at Ignatius Park College- Albert St  
 entrance.

Contact Sev on 0408456818 or at president.bjruc@gmail.com 
or Nat at registrar.bjruc@gmail.com for further info.

BROTHERS JUNIOR RUGBY UNION – SIGN ON
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WOULD YOU LIKE $500 TO ASSIST WITH SPORTING AND/OR 

EDUCATIONAL COSTS IN 2018/2019?? 
 

PREPARE NOW TO RELIEVE THE STRESS OF SCHOOL COSTS IN 2019 FOR 
UNIFORMS, BOOKS, CAMPS, SCHOOL TRIPS, COMPUTER NEEDS & MORE!!! 

### January start- receive matched $$ in November 2018 ### 
### February start- receive matched $$ in December 2018 ### 

### March start- receive matched $$ in January 2018 ### 

Would you like $500 to help pay for your uniforms, Resource Fees, internet costs, sporting 
costs, music lessons, camps, excursions, school-related overseas trips, or even a laptop? 

Saver Plus can match your savings for education costs dollar for dollar, up to $500. Wouldn’t 
it be great to take control of your financial situation and learn new skills on how to budget and 

save? Allow me to introduce you to the  
Saver Plus Program!! 

To be eligible you need to answer YES to all criteria below: 

•  I hold a Health Care Card or Pension Concession Card 

• I have children at school now or starting next year, or I am attending vocational education 
myself at TAFE or Uni. 

• I have some form of household income from work, (myself or a partner) from part time, casual, 
full time or seasonal employment. Cash in hand is ok, so can also be child minding, ironing or 
mowing a lawn or similar. 

• I have not received matched funds from completing Saver Plus already 
 

For further information, please contact me ASAP: 
Nikki Storey, Saver Plus Coordinator 

Call – 0418 201 533 OR 
SMS your name to - 0418 201 533 

Saver Plus was developed by ANZ and the Brotherhood of St Laurence and is funded by the Australian 
Government                      


