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The Edmund Rice Community acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land on which the College stands, the Bindal and 
Wulgurukaba People, and pay our respects to the Elders past, present and future.

From the Principal
Just eight people own the same wealth as the 3.6 billion people who make up the poorest half of humanity, according to a new Oxfam 
global report revealing the gap between the super-rich and the poor is far greater than had been feared.  Oxfam Chief Executive, Dr 
Helen Szoke, said Australia had not escaped the trend with an Oxfam analysis showing the country’s richest two billionaires, who are 
worth US$16.1 billion (AU$21.6 billion) between them, own more than the poorest 20% of the population.  “The scale of the global 
wealth inequality crisis is much, much greater than we had feared,” said Dr Szoke.

Oxfam analysis also shows that the richest 1% of Australians own more wealth than the bottom 70% of Australian citizens combined.  
“Such an extreme divide between the rich and the rest risks plunging future generations into political instability, undermining our 
democratic institutions and creating economic upheaval,” Dr Szoke said.  Oxfam’s analysis is based on new and improved Credit 
Suisse data, which reveals that the bottom half of the world’s population is significantly worse off than previously thought, with far 
more debt and fewer assets.

Dr Szoke said had the new datasets been available last year, they would have shown that 9 billionaires owned the same wealth as the 
world’s poorest half, and not 62%, as calculated with the data available at the time.  “Collectively, the world’s richest eight men have 
a net wealth of US$426 billion (AU$621 billion) – about the same as the bottom half of humanity,” Dr Szoke said.  “That so much 
wealth is now in the hands of just eight people and that this fact can coexist in a world with extreme poverty which sees one in 10 
people surviving on less than $2 a day – highlights how broken our economic system really is.”

I believe it is more important now than ever before that, when our boys leave Ignatius Park, they take with them a sense of social 
justice for all and a commitment to help the most vulnerable in our society.
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Continued
I have a collection of little stories that inspire me.  Most have been with me for many years.  This is one of my favourites:

The first day of College our professor introduced himself and challenged us to get to know someone we didn’t already know.  I stood 
up to look around when a gentle hand touched my shoulder.  I turned around to find a wrinkled, little old lady beaming up at me with 
a smile that lit up her entire being.  She said, “Hi handsome.  My name is Rose.  I’m 87 years old.  Can I give you a hug?”  I laughed 
and enthusiastically responded, “Of course you may!” and she gave me a giant squeeze.

“Why are you in college at such a young, innocent age?” I asked.  She jokingly replied, “I’m here to meet a rich husband, get married, 
have a couple of children and then retire and travel.”  “No seriously,” I asked.  I was curious what may have motivated her to be taking 
on this challenge at her age.  “I always dreamed of having a college education and now I’m getting one!” she told me.  We became 
instant friends.  Every day for the next three months we would leave class together and talk nonstop.

At the end of the semester we invited Rose to speak at our football banquet.  I’ll never forget what she taught us.  She was introduced 
and stepped up to the podium.  As she began to deliver her prepared speech, she dropped her three by five cards on the floor.  
Frustrated and a little embarrassed, she leaned into the microphone and simply said “I’m sorry I’m so jittery.  I gave up beer for 
Lent and this whiskey is killing me!  I’ll never get my speech back in order so let me just tell you what I know.”  As we laughed she 
cleared her throat and began:

 “We do not stop playing because we are old; we grow old because we stop playing.
There are only four secrets to staying young, being happy and achieving success.  

1. You have to laugh and find humour every day.
2. You have to have a dream.  When you lose your dreams, you die.
3. We have so many people walking around who are dead and don’t even know it!
4. There is a huge difference between growing older and growing up.  If you are 19 years
              old and lie in bed for one full year and don’t do one productive thing, you will turn 20
              years old.  If I am 87 years old and stay in bed for a year and never do anything I will 
              turn 88.  Anybody can grow old.  That doesn’t take any talent or ability.

The idea is to grow up by always finding the opportunity in change.  Have no regrets.  The elderly usually don’t 
have regrets for what we did, but rather for things we did not do.  The only people who fear death are those with 
regrets.”

At the year’s end Rose finished the College degree she had begun all those years ago.  One week after graduation Rose died 
peacefully in her sleep.  Over 2,000 college students attended her funeral in tribute to the wonderful woman who taught by example 
that it’s never too late to be all you can possibly be.

On a personal note, I would like to thank people for their prayers, well wishes and support after the recent passing of my Mother.  I 
am truly blessed to be a part of such a wonderful supportive community.

Yours Sincerely
Michael Conn | Principal



P 3 | Redefining the Education of Young Men

Identity and Mission
Pope Francis’ - New List of Beatitudes for Modern Christian 
“Holy” is a word that has great meaning and depth to it. “Holy” means “set aside for God’s purposes.” In 
fact we are all holy people and it is our Baptism that sets us as members of God’s family and Kingdom. 

Recently, Pope Francis, in talking about holiness whilst in Sweden and recognising Swedish Saints, spoke 
of six new beatitudes that can be aspired to by all of us in our “everyday holiness.” In listing them below, I 
pose a couple of questions for your reflections:

1. Which of these beatitudes do I notice in people in my life?
2.  Which of these do I see in me?

His new list of beatitudes are:

•	 Blessed	are	those	who	remain	faithful	while	enduring	evils	inflicted	on	them	by	others	and		
 forgive them from their heart.
•	 Blessed	are	those	who	look	into	the	eyes	of	the	abandoned	and	marginalized	and	show	them		
 their closeness.
•	 Blessed	are	those	who	see	God	in	every	person	and	strive	to	make	others	also	discover	him.
•	 Blessed	are	those	who	protect	and	care	for	our	common	home.
•	 Blessed	are	those	who	renounce	their	own	comfort	in	order	to	help	others.
•	 Blessed	are	those	who	pray	and	work	for	full	communion	between	Christians."

“All these are messengers of God’s mercy and tenderness,” Pope Francis said. “Surely they will receive 
from him their merited reward.”

Pope Francis appoints Fr Timothy Harris, Sixth Bishop of Townsville
The Holy Father has appointed Fr Timothy Harris, a priest of the Archdiocese of Brisbane, as the sixth Bishop 
of Townsville. Bishop-Elect Harris is currently the Parish Priest of Surfers 
Paradise on the Gold Coast.  Speaking about his new appointment, Bishop-
Elect Harris said, ‘I’m very conscious that the Diocese of Townsville has 
been without a bishop for three years. It has been on all of our minds. If the 
Bishop is a sign of unity, which he is, I hope that I can strengthen the unity 
of the vast Diocese of Townsville and build on the work of Bishop Michael 
Putney and, since his death, on the efforts of Diocesan Administrator, Fr 
Mick Lowcock, the Parish Priest of Mount Isa.

‘I’ve been a pastor all my life so I would like to understand the diocese 
through the eyes of the local people. I’d like to build on the good things 
going on in the diocese already. As the new bishop, I will need to listen to 
the local experience and learn from the people.’ The full announcement is 
listed HERE.

Edmund Rice Service Awards – Seeking 2017 Nominations
On Thursday 30 March we will have an Easter Liturgy followed by a day celebrating the legacy of Edmund 
Rice. As part of this Liturgy, we acknowledge those in both the school community and in the wider community 
(parents and friends) who have served the College in the spirit of Edmund Rice.

All College community members are invited to nominate adults who, in your opinion, fulfil the criteria of 
“humble service of others in the spirit of Edmund Rice, following Jesus’ example” to Ignatius 
Park College. Please note this is for adults only and students are recognised at the end of the year.

On receipt of nominations, the College Leadership Team will discern Award recipients for each year. Your 
nomination should state simply their name, your name and your reasons for nominating them in respect 
of the criteria. Your nominations or any enquiries are welcome by Friday 10 March to frank.clarke@ipc.qld.
edu.au 

Youth Mass at Sacred Heart Cathedral – 5 March @ 10am, with IPC Musicians
Our student and staff musicians have been invited to provide the music and singing for the Youth Mass at 
Sacred Heart Cathedral on Sunday 5 March. I encourage all IPC students and their families to attend in 
worship and to support their peers in sharing their talents and gifts for this special Mass. Our own Chaplain, 
Fr Rod Ward, will Preside.

Wadda Mooli

Live Jesus in Our Heart, Forever.

Frank Clarke | Deputy Principal - Identity and Mission

https://www.tsv.catholic.org.au/news-events/catholic-news/pope-francis-appoints-sixth-bishop-of-townsville/
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Program Leaders

Teacher in Charge

John Alloway
Sport

Shane Dove
Vocational Education 

and Training

Tracy Nioa
Learning Enrichment

Tracey Quabba
Languages

Jude Squire
Hospitality
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Pastoral

Year 7 Camp
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Curriculum
Vocational Education and Training
This week, 114 Year 11 and 12 students participated in the first industry placement week for 2017.  We would like to congratulate the 
students on wearing the Crest with pride. The  feedback from employers have being overwhelmingly positive!

Next week, all these students are required to have their logbooks sighted and signed at the VET Office.  It is an expectation that 
logbooks are kept in good order, as they can be used in the future when seeking employment.  

Although it is preferred the boys spend two placement weeks with the same employer, if a student wishes to change for the next 
round of placement in June, they are required to complete and submit a Change of Placement form by the end of next week.  Forms 
can be collected from the VET Office.

We would also like to remind the students to ensure they return on Monday with their trade uniforms and boots in readiness for 
classes.

We would like to thank all the employers for supporting the College and the students by participating in this program.  Without them 
offering their time this valuable experience would not be available to our students.  The names of our industry placement employers 
are listed below – please support these businesses, who support your sons, wherever possible.

Next industry placement week is Term 2 – 19 - 23 June.

Shane Dove | VET Program Leader

Action Automatics EMA Electrics MNDE Fabrication 
AE Smith (Electrical) Fit Solutions MVO Airconditioning Pty Ltd 
AE Smith (Refrigeration) Formset Construction New Park Suit Hire & Menswear 
AJ McLean Constructions Four Seasons Airconditioning Norfab 
A-lec Electrics Franzmann Plumbing Northern Hard Surfacers 
Alexander Body Works Grady Homes NQ Carpentry 
Allan Holland Constructions Hegarty Aircraft Maintenance Oceanic Martial Arts Academy 
Angliss Meats Northshore Horace Constructions Onboard I.T. 

Angliss Meats Stockland 
Horan & Bird Electrical & 
Airconditioning P & C Smith Electrical 

APM Hurst Constructions Qld Peak Airconditioning Refrigeration & Electrical 
Aurizon Locomotive Repair iMalekky Perry McDonald Construction 
B & K Lambert Plumber & 
Gasfitter Jam Corner Physical Attraction 

Bob Parkes Auto Care 
Jason Miekus Plumbing & 
Drainage Plan Fitness & Conditioning 

Bodyworks Emmett Therapy Jorgensen Plumbing Precision Engineering & Welding P/L 
Bonlec Electrical JR's Motorcycles Rapid Plumbing NQ 
Borresen's Electrical Services Kev Smith Electrical Ribs & Rumps 
Brent Stocker Electrical Key Motors Roadtek Asset Services 
Brother's Leagues Club Keypower Systems Ross Joinery Pty Ltd 
Brown & Hurley Group Kickstart Fitness Townsville RST Airconditioning 
Bunnings Fairfield Waters Kolby's Electrical Sizzler Restaurant 
Carmichael Ford Lanskey Constructions SOS Diesel 
Caskey Constructions Leslie's Auto Electrical Tacoma Plumbing 
Clark Equipment LG Automotive TCC - Fleet Services 
Coastal Gasfitting and 
Plumbing Lifestyle Kitchens TCC - Maintenance Services 
Combined Metal Fabrications Lollo & Allan Electrical TCC - Trade Services 
Core Developments Magnetic Steel Works The Avenues Hotel 
Craig McGill Carpenter Manutech Engineering Thomas Steel Fabrication 
Craig Stocks Electrical Mark Graham Electrical TNG Constructions Pty Ltd 
CrossFit Townsville Mauricio Moto - Personal Trainer Tony Ireland Holden (Car Workshop) 
CrossFit Townsville Mazlin Electrical Services Townsville Service Group 
David Taylor's Spray Painting 
& Panel Beating Mazlin Electrical Services Twine Machinery 
DN Electrical MB Automotive W & F Constructions 
DNA Carpentry McCanns Airconditioning Waddos Concreting 
Dowd Electrical Mendi Constructions WF Electrical 
Doyle Star Motors Michels Restaurant Woodfields Engineering 
Ede's Plumbing MJ & Co Espresso Bar Wulguru Steel Fabrication 
    Xerox Business Solutions 

 

Industry Placement Employers
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Curriculum

Vocational Education and Training - Industry Placement
Year 11 and 12 VET Students traded classroom for workplace learning this week. We are very grateful to all our local businesses 
who support this program.

Martin Paul – Aurizon Harry Hay – Townsville City Council

Aiden Howlett - Onboard IT

Cameron Mitchell – David Taylors Spraypainting & Panel Beating

Cooper Jang – Manutech Engineering

Dylan Debenham – Northern Hard Surfacers & Les Wells Steel
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Mathematics
Curriculum

Calculators
At Ignatius Park College, Scientific Calculators are required in Years 7 through to Year 10.  Mental computation skills are also 

important and, in Semester 1 of Year 7 and Year 8, calculators will not be used to encourage students to develop 
their mental capabilities.

Scientific calculators can be purchased from the IPC Uniform Shop.

In Year 11 and Year 12 Mathematics B and Mathematics C, a Graphics Calculator is required.  Our preferred 
Graphics Calculator is the Casio fx-9860 or the Casio fx-CG20AU.  Alternatively, students 
may access apps on their netbooks that emulate a graphics calculator and graph functions. 

These preferred calculators do not have CAS (Computer Algebra System).  CAS calculators 
are currently not allowed in QCS exams.

The IPC Uniform Shop no longer stocks Graphics Calculators but the Casio fx-CG20AU can 
be purchased through Progress Book Shop, Officeworks or your preferred supplier.

Jacinta Foley | Acting Faculty Leader - Mathematics 

Co-curricular

The University of New South Wales offers the ICAS educational assessment programs in the areas of Writing, Spelling and English. 
These exams test areas such as comprehension, vocabulary, dictation, proofreading, punctuation and text structure. These exams 
are available for all year levels and are offered at subsidised prices. Comprehensive reports of performance are provided to parents. 

If you’re interested in your child participating in any of these exams, please contact me at the College for further information. Andrea 
Tarttelin at@ipc.qld.edu.au

Andrea Tarttelin | Faculty Leader - English

ICAS Educational Assessment

Congratulations to all students who successfully auditioned for the 2017 Ignatius Park College Production of The Pirates of Penzance 
Jr. We have assembled a large cast of over 110 students from St Patrick’s College, St Margaret Mary’s College and Ignatius Park 

College.

The following men were successful in auditioning for a lead 
role:

Mason Penny - Pirate King
Samuel Audas-Ryan - Frederic
Max Penny – Major General
Ben Wilmen - Sergeant
Jack Bombardi - Samuel

Our first full cast rehearsal will take place on Sunday 26 
February 3:00pm – 5:00pm in the Drama Room. To access the 
room after hours, please use the Holy Spirit Church entrance. 

We will call for Backstage Crew early next term – this too, is an 
important part of the Production. 

The production this year will take place at the Townsville 
Civic Theatre from 1 June – 3 June.  We will be holding three 
evening performances as well as a matinee performance on 
Friday 2 June.  More information regarding performance times 
and ticket sales will be available closer to the time.

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me 
at the College.

Zara McGregor | Faculty Leader – The Arts

Musical
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Co-Curricular
Rowing

Learn to Row has started!!

Last weekend saw a large group of young men start their Rowing journey. 

Commencing with a tour of the rowing shed, a visit to the rowing 
machines, instruction on boat handling and rigging - it was finally time to 
take to the water! 

Sunday saw four full Quads and a Double hit the water at the Townsville 
& JCU Rowing Club. Like a re- enactment of the Spanish Armada, our 
crews invaded the local waterway. Under the guidance of our great team 
of coaches, the boys meandered their way up and down the river. 

Starting out from the pontoon, there were oars going in all directions 
like the legs of a frenzied spider.  If there were medals to be won for 
terrorising local birdlife and ramming the odd riverbank - the boys would 
have cleaned up! However, they soon settled into the rhythm of the river 
and by the end of the session all boats were moving along very nicely. 
Well done to all!

It’s not too late!
Give it a go –come and row!

We’re looking to start a new group this weekend.

We are also looking at staging a mini regatta with our 
SMMC friends for our Learn to Row graduates and existing 
rowers on Sunday morning, 12 March.

This is your chance to be involved in a great year of Rowing 
at the College. Please contact Ms Tracy Klaassen, our 
Rowing Coordinator at school or email Tracy.Klaassen@
ipc.qld.edu.au . Alternatively, feel free to contact me, Tony 
Smith, on 0437 448 255 talus12@bigpond.net.au with any 
queries.

Note - Regular season trainings for all juniors in Grades 7-9 
will be in the afternoons.

See you on the water 

Tony Smith | Head of Rowing Program

Rugby Union
The College would like to congratulate the following student for being selected to represent Townsville at the North Queensland trials 
in the first week of March. 

  Connor Anderson   Guy Cummins   Reede Moloney 
  Jack Andreassen   Hunter Keen   Taylor O’Brien 
  Christian Batic   Henry McKinnon   Viliami Taufa 
  Daniel Conn   Fabian Menegazzo  Zachary Thomson 
      Reede Moloney   Dale Whalley 

Mark Moxon | Pastoral Leader - Carew
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Co-curricular

Year 7 Basketball Draw - Updated

Please note that students will return from the St Anthony’s game to IPC around 5.15pm.

If students are unavailable for any games they must inform their coach as soon as practical.

Please feel free to contact gary.hughes@IPC.qld.edu.au if you have any questions.  

Gary Hughes | Teacher

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Week Date Home Team Away Team    

4 14th Feb IPC Blue vs Grammar 
  St Ants vs IPC White 
        

5 21st Feb St Ants vs IPC Blue 
  Cathedral vs Grammar 
    Bye  IPC White  
     

6 28th Feb Cathedral vs St Ants 
  IPC Blue vs IPC White 
        

7 7th March  Cathedral vs IPC White  
  St Ants vs Grammar 
   IPC Blue  vs Ryan  
     

8 14th March IPC White vs Grammar 
  Cathedral vs IPC Blue 
     

9 21st March IPC Blue vs Grammar 
  St Ants vs IPC White 
     
 

 
 

 

This week, Ignatius Park College played St Anthony's Catholic College. Due to Year 7 Camp, the two IPC teams had to join forces 
as 12 students were unavailable. The boys were able to get the win 62 to 0. There were some excellent on-court performances by 
Marcus Illin and Diesel Jacobson-Rhodes who both top scored. This was our first game for the season and it was wonderful to see 
all the team put in their best efforts. Congratulations to the boys for showing excellent sportsmanship during and after the game.

Amanda Loechel | Teacher 

Year 7 Basketball
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Community

Careers
Experts predict jobs of the future

Professional, scientific and technical service workers will likely be in demand in the coming years, with an estimated growth of 14.4 
per cent. Within this area, there will be particularly strong growth in architecture and engineering, with roles in these fields expected 
to rise by 429 000, or 17.3 per cent, in the next five years.

Deakin University engineering and mechatronics expert, Dr Ben Horan, says rapid technological advances are driving demand for 
skilled technicians. ‘We are seeing more integration of electronic, computer systems with mechanical systems, with well-known 
examples being drones, and robot vacuums cleaners,’ he explains, adding, ‘Mechatronics engineers and those well-versed in the 
overlap between electronic and mechanical systems will be in demand.’

This is just a glimpse of what the future holds for Australia’s labour market. For more information about the projections, see the 
Industry Employment Projections 2015 Report.

School Homework Routine

Study with Jess is a YouTube channel dedicated to helping students of all ages ace exams and perfect study techniques. Jess 
Holsman, Deakin Psychology Graduate and founder of YouTube’s Study with Jess, is where she gives advice to thousands of students 
around the world on effective study. To help your son perfect a homework routine, get him to check out this Youtube clip - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=6odItDlW8zI&t=290s  

Struggling with Biology this semester?

Crash Course Biology provides videos spanning all topics of Biology studied throughout Years 11 & 12. If your son is struggling with a 
concept, encourage him to see if Crash Course can help by viewing this Youtube clip -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QnQe0xW_
JY4&list=PL3EED4C1D684D3ADF

A strategy to help your son finish his assignments

Does your son need help to finish an assignment but just can’t find the energy to get started? Follow this LINK to find out more.  

Applying to the Australian Defence Force Academy
It is advised that students wishing to study at ADFA apply in Year 11 as it is a competitive selection process which may take up to 
12 months to complete. Gaining entry to ADFA is a dual process which requires students to apply directly to the Australian Defence 
Force while also applying concurrently to UNSW ADFA through UAC. An offer to study at ADFA is conditional to meeting the academic 
requirements of UNSW as well as the mental and physical requirements of the Australian Defence Force. To find out more about the 
selection process follow this LINK. 

Quote for the week: Always do your best. What you plant now, you will harvest later. Og Mandino

Phillip Dembowski | Teacher and Careers Advisor

Coloured Clothes Day - Friday 3 March
Caritas Australia’s annual Lenten fundraising and 
awareness-raising appeal is an extraordinary, 
ongoing demonstration of the faith, love and 
generosity of the Catholic congregation and 
caring supporters throughout Australia to help 
end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity.

Please bring your gold coin donation 
to go towards Ignatius Park College’s 
fundraising appeal for Project Compassion.

http://learningfundamentals.com.au/blog/the-everest-philosophy-a-strategy-to-help-you-finish-projects-and-assignments-when-youre-sick-and-tired-of-them/
http://www.defencejobs.gov.au/education/adfa/how-to-apply/
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Community

Developing independence in secondary school
by Michael Grose

Practical independence-building ideas to encourage autonomy in adolescents.

The ultimate goal for an adolescent is to achieve autonomy from their parents. They are trying to do this at a tricky time, with their 
brain going through fundamental changes in the prefrontal cortex – the part of the brain responsible for rational decision-making, 
thinking things through and impulse control. As a result, you need to carefully support your child’s journey to independence through 
this stage.
Here are some more practical independence-building ideas:

1. Negotiate independence Give your young adolescent the chance to negotiate greater independence by allowing them to prove 
to you that they are ready to have their boundaries pushed out. This is the age when you can build ‘scaffolds’ to greater independence 
- allow your child to achieve increasingly greater autonomy, taking lots of small steps rather than one large step.

2. Talk about values Discuss values of fairness, tolerance and respect with your young person to help them formulate a sense of 
responsibility and a positive value system. Be clear about your expectations of their behaviour when they are not with you. Discuss the 
consequences of breaking these rules. And help your young person also to assess the risks associated with increased independence. 

3. Allocate a meal each week for your young adolescent to prepare You may help them at first, but eventually turn the 
responsibility over to them. If this is unworkable for you now, consider it something to work towards by the end of this stage. Kids in 
this age group are more than capable of preparing a meal, and you will find it a significant contribution to the family. It may need to fit 
in with busy schedules, but that’s okay – your child will benefit from learning that they can in fact juggle a number of activities each 
day. Don’t let them off the hook just because they are busy.

4. Give them two allowances Young people increasingly want more power over their own life, and providing pocket money is one 
way to do this. Consider giving your young person enough allowance to cover clothing, mobile-phone bills, travel and school meals. 
Encourage them to budget, and set savings goals. This increase in autonomy will help your young person feel valued.

5. Encourage a part-time job (when they are old enough) There are a number of benefits to a part-time job, regardless of 
how busy your young person is. First, earning their own allowance is one of their first steps toward real autonomy. Second, it’s good 
for them to abide by rules set by someone other than their family and school. Third, being socially connected to a community group 
such as a workplace is a key contributor to good mental health and wellbeing.

Dannielle Charge | Student Counsellor

Counsellors’ Corner

Parent Lounge is an easy way for parents to retrieve and update information, make bookings and payments on school fees. 

If you haven’t previously used this system, please take the time to login to Parent Lounge by clicking this LINK. Alternatively, Parent 
Lounge may be accessed from the icon on the College website. You will find relevant information and instructions on this page.
If you have forgotten your password, you can use the password reset link to email you a temporary password. If you are still
experiencing difficulties, please contact the College Office.

Parent Lounge

https://www.ipc.qld.edu.au/contact/parent-lounge-login/

